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ARS MEMOKANDl. 

HBST EDITION. 

PLATES XLIX AND I, THE FIKST PAGE OF TEXT AND FIKST DESIGN. 
(■fVwn a Coiuartd Oa/hf m tit LAntrp^E^wi, Snwom.) 



ABS llEMOBANBI NOTABILIS PER FI6T7BAS EVANGEUSTASTTH. 
Block^Book op Thibxt bkobatsd Vauwl — Aaaff Jbij». 

HIS work, in fifteen single sheets, comprises fifteen jmges of text and fifteen 
designs, tftken hj means of fiiction, in a pale brovn ink» or distemper. 
Bach pa^ of text hM, at the oondnsioix of the laat line^ a letter, hy way of 
signature, extending from a to f», as in the annexed ikcwmile, the letter c, however, 
coming brfore b. 

The same plan that had been adapted in taking off th( ii ijirossions of the An 
Mortendi {vol. i. p. G9) has beeu here used. Wc quote that work as it boars a closer 
resemblance to the Ars Memorandi in its arrangement, than any other work 
described- Thus the impression of eacli ]ia,;:^ of text, with its design, was taken off 
on the recto of one sheet, so that when folded the rectos of the texts, and tlie 
revenes of the derign, were left Uank in order that they might be poated together, 
to form, as nsual, an ordOnaiy book. 

From the (oxcumstance of th^ having been so few editions* of the An 

* We do not knonr of more than two editions of this Block-Book. The engraved dnigna and text do n<^ 
appear to hsra been copied and puhlishcd during the fifteenth century, as was the CMe with the Art Mortendi. 
In 150S appeared a small quarto volume, of a somewhat similar character, the text being illii<!tTatc <! ^^ it!l c opit s 
of the fifteen designs on a reduced scale. It is fuUj described, as also several other later editions, by Brunet, 
Td.Lp.119: Pom, IMS. 

VOL. IL B 
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JfMmmmd^ we murt premune fb^ The 
-vwk, however, was one admiiaiblj ada^ited to iiie purpose for which, at diat period, it 
was designed : namely, the promulgation of the Gospels of the fotir Evangelists by 

means of Symbols, wliereby some of the pri-ncipal subjects in each chapter might be 
more easily impressed on the memory ; and though many of the figures may a jipear 
singularly grotes(pie, it would be difficult, we tliink, even in the present day, to 
substitute, with reHpect to many of them, other deigns which would more success- 
fully promote the object intended. 

The linir EYangelists are* as osaal, tinis symbolised : an Es^e &r St John, an 
Angel for St Hiatthw, alien fbor St MaiiE, and an Ox fmr St Lnke; each displayiDg 
from head to foot a s3Tnl)ol for every chapter in the four Gospels. Thus there are 
twenty-one Symbols for St. John, twenty -eight for St. Matthew, sixteen for St. Mark, 
and twentT-four for St. Luke : the first, occupying designs 1, 2, 3; the second, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8; the tlu'rd, 9, 10, 11 ; and the fourth, 12, 13, 14, and 15. Each page of text, 
as shown in the facsimile, alludes briefly to the subjects of the Symbols, of which 
the following is an enimieratiain. 



ST. JOHN.— AN EAGLE WITU WINGS EXTENDED. 

Design I (a 2.) 

Symbol 1. 77ie Trmiiy. — The Dove on tJie head of the Eagle, God the Father and 
Ch)d the Son on eidier aide. (Ch. i.) 

S. Musical InstnmeiU9.—Tho maniage of Okna in Galilee. (Gh. it v. % 4.) 

3. The Fomft. — Cflirist teaeheth Nioodemus the neceevJy of regeneration. 

(Ch. ill. V. 1, 2.) 

4. A Wafer-pot surmounted ly a Crovm. — CJhrist revealeth himself to the woman 
of Samaria; the Crown, being an emblem of gloxy to those that drink the water 
of everlasting life. ' (Ch. iv. u. 14, 28.) 

5. A i^VsA.— Typical of the Pool of Bethesda. (Ch. v. v. 2.) 
0, The ffoly Wafer, five Barley Loaves, and two Fuhu. — ^The Passover, and the 

Feeding of Flto Thousand. (Gh. -vi. «. 4» IL) 

DEsroN II (c* 2.) 

7. Musical Imtrunienis. — ^Type of tlic Jews' feast of Tabernacles. (Ch. vii. v. 2.) 

8. Man and Woman saht(iiiff,-^4Jtinsib deUvereth the woman taken in adultery. 

(GL Tiii e. % 9.) 

9. An J^.— The Uind Man restored to sight (Gh. ix. «. 6, 7.) 
10. A J8taf.—CtdA is the Door and the Good Shepherd. (Gh. z. «. % 4) 

* The signature ia wrongly placed in the text, it should have been b. 
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11. ^ Skull. — ^The raising of Lazanis. (Ch. xi. v. 43, etc.) 

12. A Pot. — TTie Pot of Ointment wherewith Mary anointed the feet of Jemis. 

(Ch. xii. V. 3.) 

Desion III [b 2.) 

13. A Dish, in which is a harid and a foot. — JeBus washeth his Disciples' feet. 

(Ch. xiii. V. 5.) 

14 A Heart. — Christ comforteth his Disciplea with the promise of a heavenly 
mansion. (Ch. xiv. v. 1.) 

15. A Vine Branch.— The Parable of the Vine. (Ch. xv. v. 1, 2.) 

16. Ifnf'fTtain. 

17. A Mirror or Glory. — And the glory which thou gavest me, I have given them. 

(Ch. xvii. V. 12.) 

A Garden. — That over the Brook Cedron, in which Jesus was betrayed by 

Judas. (Ch. xviii. v. i, 2.) 

\9. A Jew with a thonged whip. — ^The Scourging of (Christ. (Ch. xix. v. 1.) 

20. Three Stones or Pots of Spices. — Emblematical of the Holy Sepulchre. (Ch. xx. v, 1.) 

21. Jesus placiii<z; the lumd of Thomas on the Avoimd m his sith;. (Cli. xx. v. 27.) 
Christ appears again imto his Disciples. (Ch. xxi. v. 1.) 



ST. MATTHEW— .AX ANGET.. 

Dksiun IV {d 2.) 

Symbol 1. The Infant Christ and an Aivgd. — ^The Annunciation and Birth of 
Christ. (Ch. i. v. 20, 25.) 

2. TTiree Cruwns. — The Wise Men's Oll'eiiui;. (Cli. ii. v, 1.) 

3. A Font. — Christ baptized by John the Baptist. (CJh. iii. v. 13, 16.) 

4. The Dci'il. — Christ tempted of the Devil in the Wilderness. (Ch. iv. r. 1.) 

5. A Book surmounted bi/ eight Rods. — Christ's Sermon on the Mount. (Ch. v. p. 1.) 

6. Two Fowls fefding. — Christ's Sennon on the Mount ; *' Take no thought for 
yo\ir lite," etc.; " Behold the fowls of the air," etc, "yet your heavenly J^'ather 
feedeth them." (Ch. vi. v. 25. 26.) 

Desiox V (g 2.) 

7. A CasUe with gate ; a narrow road leading to it, and on which is an Fye. — 

" Straight is the gate, and narrow is the way which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it." (Ch. -vii. v. 14.) 

8. A Boat, in which is a Fisherman. — " And when he entered into a ship," etc. 

(Ch. -VTii. V. 23. 24) 

9. Uncertain. 

10. The Twelve Apostles. — ^The calling together of the Disciples of ([Hirist. (Ch. x. v. 1.) 

11. The ffmd of St. John the Baptist in a Charger. — Chriat's testimony concerning 
St. John. (Ch. xi. v. 7.) 

fi_2 
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15. An £ci2 Spirit planking thfi. Ears of Com. — Christ reproveth the blindness of 
the Pharisees concerning the breaking of the Sabbath. (Ch. xii. t*. 1. 2. 

Desios VI (/2.) 

13. A Bag of Com. — ^The Parable (jf the Sower and the Seed. (Ch. xiii. v. 3.) 

14 Barley Zoovm.— The ibeding of tiie Five Thouaaad. (CSl zIt. «. 17.) 

16. An BvU i^mL—JefsoB healetih the Daughter of the Woman of Canaan, 

(Ch. XT. V. 21.) 

16. Jonas and Oie Whale ; aho a Key. — Jeaos g»ve unto the PhariseeB the sign of 
the Propbet Jonas; and unto St Pet«r gave he tiie keys of heaven. 

(Ch. xvi. ?\4, 19.) 

17. The Sun. — ^Ihe Iransfiguratiou of Chruit, whose " face did shine m the sun". 

(Ch. xvii, V. 1, 2.) 

18. An Infant and the Seven Ke$f9,-~(Soinab varneth Mb Dinnples to be humble 
and harmleaa as a little iMd. (Ch. xviil v. I, % 3.) 

(DnioN YII is 2.) 

19. JSandf umtedf^ihiome/lk when Haniage u neceaaaty. (Ch. xiz. v. 10.) 
SO. A Vine Jyofusft.-— CbiiBt» hj the ainulitade of the Laibouxero in tho VlneyBiii 

flihoweth that God ia debtor nnto no man. (CL xz. v. 1, 2.) 

21. 77ip Head of an Ass. — Clirist rideth into Jerusalem on an ass. (Ch.zzi.tf.1 — fl.) 

22. A Table furmuAed.— The Parable of the Marriage of the King's Son. 

(Ch. xxii. r. 1, 2.) 

23. Mo.st's' Scat. — Cluist adraonishetli the {>coplp to follow the good doctrine, not 
the evil examples of the BcribeH aud I'hariisees, who sit in Moses' seat. 

(Ch. zxiiL V. I, 2.) 

S4, ITte Sun^Moont and /Sfoir«.^-<%rist foretelleth the DestnietMn of the Tonide and 
the fflgna of hia coming to Judgm^t. (C!h. xxi^. «. 1, 29.) 

l>EiIGHVin(il 2.) 

35. Fke Lampe, — The Parable of the ten Viigin^ and "five of tiiem were \na» and 
five were foolish." (Ch. xxv. v. 2.) 

26. A Cro.^ff. — CHuist foretelletli his o^-n death. (Ch. xxvi. v. 2.) 

27. Ileftil.s of two Priests. — ^The Chief Priests and Elders took counsel against Jesxis 
to put him to death. (Ch. iLXvii. v. 1.) 

28. Three /Si((m«8.~Emblematical of the Holy Sepnkhxe. 



ST. IIABK—A LION. 
DsHGir IX(»3.) 

Symbol 1. — B^ptiamoA (h^ and a JStone.'^tkb Baptism of CSuriat by John the 
Baptist;, and embl^ of tiie Tonptation of Cbiast in the Wilderness. 

(Ch. L V. 9, 13.) 
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2. A Bed, uikI Ears of Cora. — Christ healeth the sick of the palsy, excuseth his 
Disdples finr not fiustlug, aud for picking the ears cf oom on tiie Sabbath day. 

(Gh. iL V. 11, IQ, 23.) 

3. An EvS iSj^Ew^.— JeetoB lebulEetib the vmeLeaa qnrifs wlio fcB doim lM^oa« him. 

(Ch. iii. «. 11.) 

4. ^ ^f/;^ of Corn and a Measure. — ^The Parable of the Sower. (Ch. iv, v. 14, 24.) 

5. A Ruin < f the Synagogue. — Jaims, who fell at the feet of Jesus. (Ch. v. r. 22.) 

6. TJie Country of Jesus and Uead of John tJtf BajjtuL — Christ is not honoured by 
his own couutiymen. The Beheading}: of John the Baptist. (Ch. y\. v. I, 27.) 

Desium X (it 2.) 

7. The Hand of Chn^ €md an undmn BpinL-^ma casteth the devil from out of 
the daiighter 4^ the Sytq)h«uciaii woman. (Gh. vii. v. S5> etc) 

8. FiveBaiUifLwjMe»,anEy9ixndaK^. — GhnrtfeedettifirarthatuBand people. He 
giYoth aight to a bUnd man ; yna rebuked by and lebuketh Peter. 

(Ch. viii. V. 1, 22, 32.) 

9. The Sun and D«af Spirit. — TheTransfigmatiim. ChiiBt casteth out the duml) and 
deaf spirit. (Ch. ix. v. 2, 25.) 

10. Hands joined, a Pume and Needh-. — Clii ist disput^^th with the Pharisees cou- 
cenung divorcement ; he teileth his DLsciples the danger of riches, aud that it is 
easier for acamri to go thzoQgh the eye of » needle, than for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of Ood. (Cih. z. tr. 2. 23, 25.) 

11. A Cb££.— Ohnat zideth in triumph into Jemaalera. (Gh. zL e. 7, ete.) 
18, A VvMyordj wvEft (he vine rooied tip.— Ihe parable of the viuev ard. 

(Gh. xii. «. 1, ete.) 

Dksign XI {12.) 

13. A Prophet andJesm in the clouds on the left. — Christ foretelleth by the ]ii-o]ihet 
Daniel that great calamities shall happen to the Jews» aud also of the maimer 
of faia ooniing to judgment (Gh. ziil «. 14, 2(i.) 

14. 2^ /SaeramenUd Cup and Bread.— T!t» Institation of the Lofd'a Supper. 

(Oh. ziT. V. 22.) 

15. Two Elders in councU^-^eam brought bound before Pilate. (Ch. zy. v. 1.) 

16. ITiree Jars. — ^Thoae eontahdng the qncee brought by the two Maries and Salome 

to anoint Ohrist (Ch. zvi. v. 1.) 



ST. LUKE.— AN OX. 
Iknioir XII (ffl 2.) 

Stkbol 1. — An Angd. — An angel appeoreth to ZaehariaB. (CSl L v. 11.) 

2. An Irtfant, with a Sc^tre in his right hand and a Knife in his UfL — The Nativity 

and Gircumciaion. (C«h. iL «. 7, ete.) 

3. Th^ BapHsmai Cfup.^TbB Ftreaching and Baptiam of St John. (C!h. iil v, 3.) 
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4. The Devil. — Christ is tempted of the Devil. (Oh iv. r. 1, etc.) 

6. A Fishing Net and Bed. — The miraculous Draught of Fiiihes. Christ healeth the 
man of the palsy. (CSl v. ». 6, 18. 

6. A Boch iWfmomited hjf mght Jfo<b.— CSuriatr praachetli to lus Disdples. 

(Oh. vL«.SN),ete.) 

Design' XTIT {» 2.) 

7. A Pot of OinimmU. — ^fary Magdalene aiioiuts the feet of Jesus. (Ch. vii. v. 38.) 

8. A Bag of Corn and a Ship. — The Parable of the Sower. Christ rebxiketh the 
wiada. (Ch. viii. v. 4, 24) 

9. Five Barley Loaves, a Key amd the 8im. — The Feeding of the Multitude; 
Peter dedaring 1^ Jems yn» "the Ghxiat of God* The Thmsflguraitimi. 

(Ch. iz. V. 13» SO, 39.) 

10. A Sword and a Fmale.-^'Biio Good Samaritaai. Jeene repnyveth ICartha. 

(Ch. X. V. 30, 41.) 

11. ^ DmZ— Christ eastoth out a Dumb DeviL (Ch. xi, v. 14.) 

12. A Casket. The Parable of the Rich JTmi. (Ch. xii v. 16.) 

Design XIV (o 2.) 

13. A Fig Tree.— The Parable of the Fig Tree. (Ch. xiii. p. G.) 

14. A Ifaked Man mUmg at a TeMe. — " A oertain mm made a gmt supper." 

<Gh. m 9, 16.) 

10. Two Hands, the one fvM aind ^ o^er em.fiy. — The Ptodigal Son. 

(Ch. XV. V. 13, ete.) 

16. A Plough and Imsotus. — The Paxable of the Uiyoat Steward and of Lazarus. 

(Ch. xvi. V. 1, 20.) 

17. The Btust of (t. Mdii with ]iis ionijm hanfjing out of ht',9 mmdh, mth a fan lield 
before him. — Christ showeth that we ought to avoid giving occasions of offence. 

(Oh. zvit «. 1.) 

18. Two men aeeendiag a hiU on wAmA Oande a Onus, — The Parable of the 
Pharisee and the PublicatL (Oh. x-viil v. 10.) 

Desios XV (p 2.) 

19. A City. — Jesus culered auJ passed through JeridiO. (Ch. xix. i'. 1.) 

20. A Vineyard. — The Parable of the Vineyard. (Ch. xx. r. 9.) 
81. A Projj/wt mid Citrid in (he cloitds on t/ie right. — "And then shall they see the 

Son of man coming in a cloud." (Ch. xxi v. 27.) 

22. The Saoramentai Cup and Bread. — ThB Institution of the LMd's Supper. 

(Oh. zzii V. 17, etc.) 

S3. A .fftnt— JeeuB is accnaed befofe PSlate^ etc (Ch. xxiU. v. 1, etc.) 

24. Three Stones or Pots, and a FlagswrmouatedwUha Oross.^-^e Resurrection of 
Christ is dedared. (Ch. jlsIv. v, I, etc) 

Wehelieye this is the first time the oouteuts of tiiis irark have been so oopiously 
described. 



Digitized by Google 



ABS MEMOEANDL 



The An Memonrn^ has alwajs been conadered as one of fha eariiost zylogniphie 
prodaotions inthefozin of a book. Liplaoiiigit^howeTefr, as the fiirt of those which 

we believe to have been issued in Germany, we have no positl\ e authority for 
aflirmiug it to have preceded some of the oilier works hereinafter described. It 
may liave appeared contcuiporary with that wliicL we consider to bo the first edition 
of the AjM)rfih/p,«e, or it may not liav<; hccn issued until the j^eriocl of the later 
editions of that work. We reserve, however, all observations upon the probable 
dates of the JNoek-Booloi until after ve have given tho watenuazlcB wMch ooeur on 
the paper upon which they axe printed ; and even then, we do not presume to 
BiqppoBe that we diall he able to fix the precise period of thdr publication., though 
we may arrive at conclusions, which, without the aid of the wKtermatkay wmdd have 
been in most iustances a matter of mere surmise. 

Looking' upon the prodnetion under consideration as a work of art, we do not 
think that the desisrns are at all equal to tho??e of the first three editions of the 
Apocalypse, and they are certainly much inferior to those in the early editions of 
the Biblia Pauperum, or the first editions of the CanHca Canticorum and the Ars 
Mimendi, which we consider to have been issued in Holland oar the Low Countries. 
Though coarse in desogn, the execution of the engra^ng is however good, and the 
uniformity with whidk the pages of text have been cut is truly astonishing, presentijig 
as they do letters the most remarkable for size* that have been foimd in any of the 
Block-Books, being nearly of the same 5;ize a.s the type of the odebiated Psalter, 
. printed in 1457 at Mentz, by Fust and Schoifter, 

Of this edition of the Ars Memnrnndi there are copiesf in the libraries of the 
Eaii of rembroke, Eaii Spencer, aud II. liollord, Estj. ; the copy in tlie latter haviug 
been obtained in 1841, on the diqiersion, by Messrs. Payne and Fose^ of the libraiy 
of the late Dr. Butler, Bishop of Lichfield 

That the impressions in the above-mentioned copies have been ttkai off the 
same series of wood-blocks» is |nx>ved by the same breakages of the block being 
observable in each impression. For instance, in the 3rd Design, the border is broken 
at the bottom ; in the 4th De8i«]fn, the border is broken at the right side; corre- 
sponding breakages occurring in the borders of the 5th, at right side; 6th, upper; 
7th, right side, 9th, upper; 10th, right side; llth, right side; 12th, right side; 
and 14th, right side. 

A copy occurred for sal^ at the close of the year, at Parish at the disperaion of 
the libraiy of H. Benouard, the eminent bibtiogrsphiv and printer. The copy was 
partially coloured, and was purchased by M. Teebner for S750 finncB. 

* Thia obiemtioin n more IbrdUy illmtnted in the texti of fhe leoaiid editun of llie work, tbe letien 
dien being of a still larger size and wore firmly designed, as seen in our ficsimiles. 

t There is no copy of either edition of the An Mtmortmdi in tho fiodleiMi library, as enroneoualy stated by 
Dr. Bibdiii, SSUiMtea S^e»emma, vol. i. xk 7. 
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SECOND EDITION. 

PLATE II. THE FIBST FAQB OP TEXT. 

PLATES Ln. UII AND LIV. THE FIBST DESIGN, THE LAST PAGX OF TEXT. 

AND THE LAST DESIGNf. 
(Am M muolound Capg M» th$ lArary ofBaaiASL Iknyuutj:. Em. 



Biiocx-BOMC OF TBtXTT XMOUVBB Paou. — AlMtff ibUt. 

Like tiie preceding, the impresaioiis in tbis edition bttve been taken off by Mctioo, 
though with darker ink. As the aignatnxes at the dose of each page of text are in 
this edition so nmilar to those in the preceding one. ire have not oonsid^red it 
neoeasaxy to give th^ in fiusdmiie. 

The desip^ns are most accurate copies of those in the previous etlition ; but t!ie 
text diiieris occasionally in its di.siKisition. in order to cxcmjiliiy tliij^, wo have had 
a facsimile made of the first page of the text of this edition. Ou compai ing the two, 
the differeuce will be at once seen, the most perceptible one being that which occurs 
(independently of the one containing 21 lines and the other 83 lines) in the latter 
partm the 'wwei»'*T<iU$grahatnm tmm H amhik^ in the first edition, the passage 
in the second edition Imag " ToUe ffrdbaimn toum townf H vade." 

In noticing this circiun stance, Heinecken quotes the word grabatum as "grabac- 
tum" in the first ('dition. On vefciTing to our fiicsiniile, it will he seen that the 
word reads grabatum, but that the a has been injured, and might ou a cursoiy ^iew 
be reatl for ac. 

A singular transposition occurs in the bignatui e to two of the pages of the text. 
Kgnatnre a contains the brief iUustrati<ni of symbols 1 to 6 ; signatured, 13 to SI ; 
and c, 7 to 12. A fiomiUur error occurs in the previous edition. 

* Thin u a rL-markabl;- fine copy, ia it» original state, with the leaves unpastcd. It has only be«n lately 
obtaUMd from tha Contuwet. 

f Until ;iftf r our facsimile was Piemtrd, JiJ not notice it to be thr samr as given by HeinccJccD, pl. 17. 

X The sheets in Uut copy have been divided and the pagei backed. It is sad to sec »ucb a £se Bpccimen of 
Mudy xykgnpby tkw deprived to » ceitaia degiee of iti btbSognpliical and aotiqiurieiii intem^ uuing 
pfobably fri>m a desire oo the part nf tVin binder to eaJiibit Ilia BnwluiiiiiaJ ildll. 

S No doubt in this edition for tecvm. 
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Tliat the impressions in the copy in the British Museum, and in that in the library 
of Mr. Bottic'hl arc from the same series of wood-blocks, is proved by the circum- 
stance of the same br(\'ikages in the hlocks of several of tlie pages occurring in each : 
for instance, in text, leaf K, the block is split iu the third line to the right; a piece 
out of border, lower right side : design opposite M, the right lower comer of block 
is tnoken, and a qxit oocors acroas the hoof. Mai^ oiher correBponding breakages 
oeeur» and might be enumerated. We think, howem; those noticed are sufficient 
to shew^tbe correctneas of what we have asserted. 

Hdnecken (plat« 16) giyes the last line of the first page of text in each 
edition. In that of the second he has given two small diamoud joints after the 
crosH. Now as these points do not appear in the liofful'l cojiy of that edition, the 
<|ueijtiou may aritje, whether tb(>i (; was another edition of the book, though we think 
that iu the latter copy the points have been accidentally broken away. 

We are not aware of the ecdstenoe^ In tUs ooimtryt of any other copies of the 
second edition, but those from whidi our faorimiles are token. Copies of both 
editions are in many of the publie libraries on tiie Continent; tiiat at Ifonich 
containing no less than five copies^ all of which, according to the brief notice of 
them iu the " Bibliographical Decameron," are coloured. 
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PLATE LV. THE FIRST PAGE OF PREFACE, WITH THE 
FIRST AND NINTH DRSIGNR. 

(/h»» OH meoloured Copy in the Britiih Museum'.) 



ARS MORIEXDI; stt , DE TENTATIONIBUS MORIEXTIUM. 
Block-Book or Twekty-four Enobated Taqes. — Suiall 4io. 

Tms edition consists of eleven designs, eleven pacfea of descriptive text, and two 
pages of prelVice, maJdng altogetliL'i- tlm-teen single sheets, or t'^ enty-six leaves. The 
impressious luiyc. been taken off by fiiction, on one side only, t>o tliat the reveiiiesj 
might be pasted together, thus foriaing a volume of tliirtecn leaves. The two p^as 
of prefiitoiy text aio apparently engraved on one block, and ^uiAi de»gn, wifh its 
deaoiptlTe pa^ of text^ is also on one Uock; thus makbg in afltwelye Uioeks»-Hiie 
first and twenfy-sixth pages» wliea the lea.TOB aie pasted together, h&ag Uank. In 
the following description we have noted the more striking variations that ocx'ur in 
the desiigus of tin's edition from the corresponding designs in that which we consider 
to be the first edition of the work, (see vol. i pp. 69 et seq.) 

Paob L BInlt. 

Paob II. rev. 

Pr^ce^ "An monendk" See £BM»mile. 26t lines. 

Page III. reef. — 

Prelacy commencing "scorn cdnceUariu." 30 lines. 

Pads IV. ree. — Design 1. 

"Fac stctU paffani" on the left scioll^. The devil holds the scroll, " Fac stcut 
pa^am", over the dying man. The figuies below are brought more forward ; the 
devil at right, etc. 

• This copy wa» obtained at tlic sale oi the library of the late BcBjomin Ucywood Bright, Esq., in 1&43,«" 
Su £90 lOt. (ML It wantB the last page of the t«xt. 

f The number of the linrs dues not Includf- t'nr licid-lilJC. 

^ We have not thought it necessary to give more than the inscription on one scroll in each dcsigD, it being 
pum auidy Sax fbe aune eaty nf«miM to die dedjpH. 
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1113 rrniubu puiloropuii iixiTio rtbifOSL^ 
ittTiTtbutti iniW8 ronirs fir jrmbmui > 
I tiniu' mmur iiuUrttrnufr FrouHuDtt . 
M TrnTiiuiTiilnuofim ftit/lUiiu'iri^iuiiuiurfiuiuf 
rtoiir units mr ij> nuUr ro.oju .tt frr ma 
J>oi^n"biht^Tiinis tOr iiiubug ntlliniiis nie^izr* 
tin ffiuunn uu purrfr /nor^c rruo nlrmiin)iip(im> 
l)iho:iiti); Drtrfinuuiorii^hi Kii!^rD:in' ^uouilio? 
ntujjjQOiio: ^li rrjjo Bui taatF^noiitili»CBfti* 
It b>>iibohjK^io iuo:tr ipiiis rtfnirt lioiMiTfr* 

Irnmrifii'initHtr lumTfurs tTiii^m n urnb^ TtrlhH 
IbfO fiiuif nfiTflniiwr.Vt lioiuo «if fiir^uii)nir 
4iruionr illn p?)nhn* ?)& qft ^ iiiiirnur rtvrbtrs p 
l«t niuIibrtTflimi bu mnninfii ilri|iui f pufi tm>> 
no fiTniirtrrli onili? h»ljnit.rtti|^ nimmnr ^ 
iiutiilr iiirtT fun mio!iiiif,f|wi« irt^fttf JPrpfftJrr 
\) p fk' rulJmtivrTliD !iD ojJr qui Trmp pj intT\t 
^prrtrciuo fuip jDmiifitiinini matiypwufiiifr 
funliiis mllmiii 4J0trfr}iy1n iliuD /iimm fi pi 
fnantr IfiiinstDUmiiitiii'^rOliini mnGbnp 
nhQitisfcr.i)uiu;fr JJufJOut^ "miipritTnr.rnr}>qui^ 
iibrt 011111113 ir\Mihiru muiuicr un)(}>(Tronr» 
(rtnoto iiiontiirH q^ttiOincni bmMniwn infiT 
Flf)nuf jifiirfji hiir mnr fur fr tuin-. urmriTi-iIh 
TOirjionn ino7inin\^.lfrn-g)D uaurttniv mniuj^ 
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Paob V. rect.—TKXi. 

**Tempacto dyaboh de fidtt^ 



27 liuea. 



Paob VI. ree. — Dksign 2. 

"Su/Srm* t JUW on the upper scroll. The devil on the left is running away, 
holding in hia arm a scroll, " Vtett nmuu/' the otiier devil on the light holding 
the scroll '*i%wHiMw " 

Pass TU. ml— Tfexr. 

"Bona Up»a ai»gd% de fide." 33 linee. 

Paob VUL rw.— D»ioir 9. 

"Bcoe peea tua" on the scroll to the left. Very little difference, except in the 
concentration of the %uree. 

Paob IX. r»oi. — Text. 

"iP^Milptetio d^fobo de despaetanef 30 linea 

Page X. rev. — Design 4. 

"Ifegwq; despes" on the upper scroll. St. Paul wears a round hat. The scroll, 
" neqiMf/Hfim," etc., is held in fsont, in the right in lieu of tiie kit hand of the 
miuisteriug angeL 

Paob XI. reel.— Tzxr. 

"Bona Upiracio angU coaira deipacoene," Sl7 lines. 

Page XII. rev. — Design 5. 

"q bene decept m" on tlie lower scroll. A devil appears leaning over the head of 
the bed. The head-ch ess of the person being kicked hj the dying man, is more of 
the form of a round cap. 

Page XIII. rw/.— Text. 

"Temptacw dyaboli de ipactencia," 26 lines. 

Paob XIV. rev. — Debics 6. 

"JSum captiuat " on the left scrolL The devil is under the foot of the bed in lieu 
ofthedde. 

Paob XV. reot. — Tbxt. 



Page XVL rmt. — Design 7. 

**Qlon(vr^ on the upper left scroU. Very little difference^ in the ooiMwn- 
tration of the numerous fignieq, and pomtions of the scrolls. 

Page XVII. ml. — Text. 



"jSSw humM' on the upper right scndl. The head of the bed Is of dififetent 

c8 




36 lutes. 



**Temptano dyahch de wma fftotUk'* 



S41inea 



Paob XVIII. r«c. — Design 8. 



Digitized by Google 



12 



ABS MORIENDI. 



form, and the scroll, "sis humilis," is in frout of it. The questionable position of the 
figure at the mouth of hell is altered, and the priest is omitted. 

Pack XIX. rerf.— T«xi. 

"Bona ispiToeto ai^U de vand gloni^ 28 linea. 

Page XX. rev. — ^Obsigk 9. 

"InUde ^maitKro" on the left aeroU. The Tariatitms in this are seen in our fibe- 
sbnile of the dee^^ 

Pabi XXL iwf^TuT. 

"Tmaptaew d^ahok de thiartaa." 26 lines. 

Fabi XXIL rMT^Danoir 10. 

*'ir<m m auarw" on the rij^t scrolL litUe Tariation. 

Padx XXm. rtti—Tm, 

"Bmoi UpMreusto a#^2t eMra tmaneta.*' 30 linesL 

Faob XXIV. m.— Duiov 11. 

"Sim tntamo" <hi ibe lower acrolL With the exception of this being rereraed, 
there is Teiy litUe variatioii. 

Faox XXV. net^'Itaa. 

"St offimMang htqm" eto. 32 linea 

Faob XXVL— BImiIc. 

Though in our preceding vohune we have considered as the first edition of the 
work, that of which copies are preserved at Harlem and in tiie Pembroke eollectioo» 
yet the edition under consideration may. in t]ie opinion of some persons, have 
preceded it, and may perhaps be tlie original from which ali the other series of 
designs have been copied, with variations according lo the iimcy of the artist It 
differs from that of any other of the editions, being in small 4to^and in size but little 
exceeding our facsimileci^ there being very little margin round the engraved pagea 
I/E^im'' (obsoires Heinecken* p. 40S) que je nomme la eeoonde est reooomoissable 
par son format, qui est un m 4*°, et par oons^uent plus petite que les autres. Cest 
la aeole raison, pourquoi je la mets aprbs la pr^o^dente; autrement elle a toutes les 
marques de la plus haute antiquity, et son graveur paroit ^trc un ilos ]>his anciens 
maitres. II a bien gard^ les sujeta^ et les dispositions, mais il a cbfuoge plusieiuns 
circonstances." 

Having had the opportunity of examining two copies* of this ediLiou, we are 
indined to agree with Heinecken as to its beating, in its geneial appearance^ 
"iouiea let marques de la ptus hauie anUgmUf though, at the same tim^ we do 
not think it preceded that which we have placed as the first edition. Many of the 
designs differ consideniblj, while all have wm» sU^t variations: we cannot^ there- 

* lliecopy mdieBritidkMawttiBiiBidmtlwlOiniyof EnrlSpmccr. 
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fore, consider the one to have been co])ied from the other. Tliis, ho\\'cver, is not the 
cavse as to tlie designs in several of the later wlitions a1>out to Ik) (h'fcribed, which 
are closely copied (almost iu facsimile) from the Hmt edition. The engrav ing of the 
'voik in thk smaU 4to. edituni OEhilatB a diaract^ totally different from that in 
anj other of the BIoek-Books have hitherto aeen. The designs themselves are 
moxe of the Oemum than of the FlemMh schooL There is <nie pmnt^ however, which 
must not be overlooked, namely, that though the same number of lines in the pages 
of text in this small 4to. ediUon do not agree with those in the edition described by 
us m our first vohime, nor, indeed, in any other edition; yet the form of the block- 
type, though veiy carelessly and incorrectly cut, is very similar in character, as will at 
once be seen by comparing the page of text in Plate xv. with that in Plato lv. We 
may also obsen^e, that the block-type of the Ars Moriendi, in i'late xv, very mucli 
resembles tiiat used in the earlier editions of the Apocalypse and the BSiiUa 
Paupenm: wb, as examples, the text in Plate in of the one^ and of the latter. Plates 
z.and XT. The same character in the text has also been preserved in the later Latin 
edition of the Biblia Pauper am, though somewhat more coKneij engraved. Had the 
designs in this small 4to. edition corresponded in the same way as the text does, we 
should have hesitated in considering whether it might not have preceded the edition 
placed by us as tlie first of the work. 

Of thiij edition there is a copy in the library of Earl Bpencer; another is stated 
by Dr. Dibdln, in his Bibliographical Tour (voL iii. p. 283), to be in the public 
library at Munich. In describing the edition, Heinecken observes : ** Je ne oonnais 
pas d'antre exemplaire de cette ^tion, que pelui de M. Mariette et que j'ai d^lk dt&" 

From OUT examination of the BriM Ifvsewm and JS^oeneer* copies, we believe 
all these copies to have been obtained from the same series of wood-blocks; and as 
the breakage which occurs in the left side border of the first design of the Mmeum 
co\>y (see facsimile) does not occur iu the Spencer copy, it is clear that the latter 
copy is the earlier impre^ou. 

* IQw J^metr copy mnto tbe fint two pages oontaiiitDg tbe Piefiioe. The deugoB m ■]) rudely oolouied. 
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PLATES LVI. AND LVII. THE SECOND DESIGN AND TEXT. 



(Avm lit Bamiard' Oofg, imMlmmi.) 



Block-Book of Twenty-Foce Engraved Pages. — Small Folio. 



Tire impressions in this edition, comprisinfr twcnty-f'mr leaves, are worked off by 
tilt' ordiiiaiy priutiug press, ixi black ink, on one side only, so that the blank ])age8 
might bu parted together. The designs are very close copiea — indeed, almost fao- 
similea — of those of the edition placed by us among the Block-Books of Hollaad or 
the Lofw Gountiies, sa the first of the work. 

The ninth dengn diffien^ and agrees with that i^ven by Heinecken (pUUe S3), 
wherein the man drawing from one of {ho eaedcsi, as in tho first edition, is 
omitted. A border of three lines encloses the i)ag(s, with the exception of the sixth 
design and its text, whieh is enclosed by a Itortler of only two lines. In no instance, 
lu>\v( vt 1 , are there any remains of letters, by way of signatures^, either in the designs 
or pages of text. 

Upon a careful compariiiou, however, of the designs in the Jienotmrd copy with 
the Pembra^ copy of the first edition, described by us in our fixat vohune^ many 
slight Tftriationa no donbt would be found. TiuA such may be the case^ the reader 
may see on eomparing our Ikcenmile of the second design (Plate lti.) with that 

given of the same dedgn in the first edition (Plate xiv.), when he will find that, in 
the former, the nimbus around the head of God and our Sa^nour is different ; that 
the square tablet held by the devil on the left at bottom is omitted, as also the 
tongue protruding from the mouth of the dog fornied devil. There are many other 
more minute variations, such as the ditlerence at the ends in the scrolls of the 
words " Sis finaus i fida'* and ** Vteit gmm^,'* Therefore, though the one may 
be conwdered almost a fiMsnoule of tixe other, yet the arUst has in his copy made 
many slight TaiiaUons. How desirablo, therefore!, would it have been could we have 
compared aU the designs of the lienouard with those in the Femhrok^ copy of the 
first edition, which is^ as we believe, the oaljpetfe^ one known. 

* ThiimapurdiaMdbjMr. Boone, tih« bookwDer, »t Aatdeof dM lihnwf «! M. Benmtnrd, M Faro, ia 
December 1854 Anote by U. Benaoard ttnted tbat thete m a copy tbo MmM editton m tfae Kogril Ltbraiy 

at Puis. 

t la the nidnt «f the prewat Minbterial Ctuu (Febrnary 1* 1855), I could aotvontuc to tKapm tpin 
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In many instances, whore copies jire not in quite their original state, it becomes 
very diliicult to decide whether tlie imprcfisions have been obtained by means of 
friction, or by the ordinary printing press, lu both iiistauces, there is a gloss ou 
the reverses, but of » d^ereai chairadet. In tiMng off the impreanonB by fnam- 
pvOaUoiit the impreeeioiiB at the back not only shew the faee ui the Ime^ but 
frequently the sharp of the ou&ma; added to which, on plackig the paper in 
a strong light and looking at it sideways, a peculiar and general gloM will be 
obeerred all over the reverse of the impresrion. 

In trorkivrj imprcssionH by the ordmnry press, a certain degree of gloss is always 
obser\'al)le ou the rin^nse (if the engraved parts, in some instances more, iu some 
less ; the one arising from the block not being evenly adjusted in the frame, and 
the other where it has been more evenly placed and more carefully worked. 

Thsst^ can be no doubt of the snp^ority of the vrdinanj press in producing detxr 
impreesions from vood-Uooks ; as it is scarcely possible to avoid ^ving them a 
bhnxed* appearance in taking them off by friction. In. order to illustrate these 
points, let any one of our readers who possesses a copy of the BiMwfheca Spenceriaiui 
turn to volume 1 , and look at the reverse of the impression from one of the original 
wood-blocks of the " Apooatatsf. Br.orK-BooK"f, and also at the wood cnj^ravings 
which immediately precede and ihWow that engraving: he will perceive at once 
the fact here noticed ; and on jjassing his hand over the surface of the reverse 
of the impression, he will feel the lines of the engra\ing in alto-relieTO. In these 
and other instances, whidi occur frequmtly in the illustralaons of the B^Uothtea 
J3^9fncenana, this roughness on the levenes can only occur when the paper has noi 
been pressed under a powerfbl hydraulic, which (if well done) removes the Toughness 
of the letterpress, and makes the surfoce perfectly smooth. 

When, however, an impression from a wood engraving is taken by the press, the 
%\ oo(I not standing higher than necessary aV>ove the ty|ie, there will alw.ays remain, 
if the impression is a y2m and clmr one, on account of the greater pressure generally 

wpn dn time of the 1 lonooitUe Mr. Sidncj Herbcrl;, who, m u teea by the ftlbwi^g ante, to kudlj raqponded 
to mj prerunu tpplicadao. 

" 49, Belgrarc Square, Julj 22. 18S8. 

"BewSir/— Tbehoolui an «mvcd (fim Vfltoa), «ad I ahall be d«%fated to diev them to yoa uf 
nonin; («f 11 e^dbei), when H wuf bo convenieBt to yon to call. 

" Ikliere me, iaithfully four's, 

**SiOHiB? Hbibbbt.** 

As may be (apposed, I lost no time m availing myidf of this especial kindoeM.— ^ Leigh S. 

* The impieaatons of the woodcnti in the copy of the Spteiibm Hummm Sakatiouia in the Gienville 

Collection, British Museum, are remarkable instances of this. 

t I shall always regret that Mr. Applcjard, the lihrarian of the Earl Spencer, did, on my AppIieaticHI to 
him to be allowed to take off two hundred and fifty impressions (in a light-coloured ink) f ir tin's Jiock, rntprlstin 
an idea that the block itself would receive injury. 1 entertained no such fcding, and am certain, » itb care, it 
would Bot have vecciTed the •iMlleit harm.— & Lagh S. 
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required to t<ake off the iiupi c'^.siou of the bolder jiarts, a cer tain degree of gloss, 
clearly shewing the desiga over the reverse of the whole i)age, unless the paper has 
be«D oftorwaxda well {Hreaaed. 

The Benouard copy of the edition under oonaideration, is oertainty one of the mort 
marvdlouB apedmena of tncUliancy and etearaeaa in a Elock-Book that we have had 
the good fot lune hitherto to meet with. The paper used for the work ia of a much 
thinner aud /iner quality than in any of the otlier Block-Books seen by us, and at 
the saitic tinu l)rnrs its own intornal evidence of the period of its manufacture. The 
blank revei-ses of tht- eiii^n aved pages had been ])astod together, but so slightly all 
round the edges, that , on l ieing separated, tlie inipi-essious of the designs and texts 
remain cleaily marked ou the reverses, in the manner we hftTe de8<9ibed, when th^ 
blocks are evenly placed in the frames. If a copy of a Block-Book could eirer be 
designated an immaeuiate (tne, the Renouard e^p/^ before us is fitirlj entitled to 
claim that dialan^on. 

In thus rendering homage to the condition" of this copy, we do not think, thal^ 
as a work of art, its designs can compete with those in the edition described in our 
first volume as the first of the work. We tliink it does not need tlie eye of an 
artist at once to see the superiority of the tirst, and of which a judLrnient may be 
formed by a comparison of the two facsimiles of the same design fiom each edition. 

The edition may be the same as that placed by Heinecken as the fomfh, though 
if his collation of the ending of the text <j£ the first page of preCaoe is ooorrect, it 
cannot be. He states, p. 414: ''Une jrtM^'tSm«^(^«<*onestcdle^oii lapo^^ 
de la preface finit, ' requiritur prima ut crcdaf" Now in. the edition before ua, the 
words "sicut hon^" follow ut credat in the last line; and the words preceding are 
thus contracted, "rei/rftf P'jno." 

The following order of the engraved pages is given for the {>ur[)oae of future 
collation in respect to the headings and closing words of each page oi text, together 
with the inscriptioii on the one scroll usually referred to. They are given as they 
occur, with all th^ charaoteristics; but the letter "i" has, in some inatancei^ an 
accent in lieu of a dot. 

* In tkua alluding again to Uiat Tolunie, I wish to convey to Mr. Boone u expression of the obligatioa I 
ftd for A* liwdrnme manner m which he entrusted it to my charge. Co stating to him my wish to examine it 
cuefnlly with the eopjtn the Driti«h Muieum, he imte to me: As your work can only be valuable from 
the eare taken and the accuracy obtained, every one in potMsnon of inch books shoulvl »cnd them to you, and 
give sufficient time for a thorough examination ; I therefore shall have much pleasure in leaving my volume 
widl JTon M long as you may think desirable." Such feelings, iUid p^uticulzirly with a bookseller, who might 
in consequence miss a favourable opportunity of selling his book, deserve to be recorded. I will only add, that 
owing to the liberality of Mr. Uolford, Mr. Inglis, Mr. Johnson, and the late Mr. Loacombe, there were in my 
po»^s«ion for nearly two yew* no 1' than ten Block-Bc" iks ; uml I had, besides, free access to the xylo- 
graphical treasurei in the library of £arl Spencer, the British ^Museum, and other collections ; — circumstancet 
which, I may obierrej have much stimulated mc to carry on my labours to their present ei^tent. — S. Leigh S. 

t Not indudi n g ih* heul-liae. 
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Tbzt.-^" Jr« nwnene^** commencing "QwamiU Luanda fMoaopM!* 
and ending " F'mo ut endai $tent hon*." 30 Hnea. 

n. fveto. Text. — *'tptai^ areden,'* last line, *'ier eonderet." 28 lines. 

m. retf. Design 1. — "Fac stent pagani'* 

IV. rec. Text. — ''Tentacd dyaboli de fide" tu(lmg''ut posiitis smtmere." 25 lines. 

rev. Desium 2. — "Sis finnus t fide." 

Ti. mec Text. — "Bona Upwae& a^di de fide, ending "avdwe abhorret aht- 
gutur" 29 lines. 

▼n. iw. Design 3. — " Ecce pecca tua." 

VIII. r*c. Text. — "Tcmptacd dyaloh de desperacoe," ending "offendU q desp*^'ino" 
with correction "vis" in elereuth lin^ inserted. 28 lines. 

iz. teo. DjBsiaH4 — '*Ifegvqu& de^pem!' 

X. tee, TEsr.-~** Bona inspwaxH Angdi oMra dBaperaeei^ ending '*^ter ecm $ 

euiq^ peccata." 30 lines. 

XI. r«B. Dbbiqn & — "qi bme deeept 

xn. rec, TEsa,--" T&mtae5 djfi^tdeinpaeieMsia^h^ S7 lines. 
xiiL rev. DsaiOK 6. — "Bum ec^vaiue.'' 

xiT, ree. Tbxt. — "Bona iipirae6 angdi de padencu^t last line^ "egpv^fnatore 

mUum!* 34 lin«L 

XT. rev. Deskin 7. — " Corona merviuU.'* 

XVI, rec. Text, — " TMinptacio dyaboli de vana gloria^ ending " premmpserit 

cadit." 23 lines. 

XVII. rev. Design 8. — "Sis /tumdis.'' 

xviu. m'. Text. — " Bon<i ispiraco angelt cvira mnd gloriam," ending " '-horoa 
angcluf txaUata est." 2iJ lines. 

XIX. rev. Design 9. — "Intende thesauro." 

XX. ree. Text. — " Temptaew dffuboh de Auanda", ending "eat uald( ppnm- 

losum.'' 22 lines. 

XXI. rev. Dk>ion 10. — " Non »i$ auarus." 

xxiL fw. Text. — "Bona Uptraeo angll otra Auartcm" last line, "regnu cdor^l' 
with a correction, "mei" in the eighteenth line inserted. 31 lines^ 

xxoL r«o. Debion \\,—f*Hen imsaam." 

xxTv.ree. "8Ia0<MuSir,ead^g,"»q»efmgerabaiterperi^^ 31 lines. 

VOL. n. D 
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PLATE LVITT. THE NINTH DESIGN. 
(Fhtm the Kkxocakh < '<:.pi/'.) 

PLATE LIX. THE MNIII IH-SIGN. 
{From a Copy in the liRiTun MrsEUMt.) 



Block-Book of Twenty-Tiirfe Engraved 1'j.ges. — i>miiU FoL'o. 

Tin: coin of the edition in the British Museum, from which our facsimile (plate 
Lix) is talceu, consists of twelve leaves, comprising twenty-three engraved pages, 
\is. elevea designs and ten pages of text, preoeded by a prefiuse <tf two pages; the 
whole forming one gathering of twdLve leaves, pointed in black ink, by the oomnum 
press, on both mde^ with the exception of the first page^ that being blank. The 
aiTaogement of the pages is precisely the same aa in the preceding edition, thdf 
disposition corresponding when the blank pages of that edition are pasted together. 

It is most prohnWy the same edition that stated l»y Heinecken (p. 419) to be 
the !^erenth of the work ; the learned aiulio]- meiuly noting in live linesjthe existence 
of such an edition : from whicii it is evident that he had never seen a copy of it, and 
therefore could not be aware that the copies with the addition of two designs 
mentioned by him immediately following, formed enlarged editions from the same 
wood-blodcs. 

When Mr. Boone did us the fitvour of forwarding for our examination the 
Menouatd copy oi the preceding edition, he accompanied it with the folloAving 

obecn'atioi), our own notes on the copy in the British 'Museum Ijciiip: then in type. 
Mr. Booiie \\ ritt;s : " You have, I believe, examined the ouc in the liritish Museum 
(wanting tlie last leaf) which I believe to contain the same impressions of the {if I 
may so describe them) letter-press blocks, as that scut to you; but I doubt the picture 
blo^ being the same, as there is nearly half on Inch diffraence in the width, 
although the height is the samef . One I saw at Paris is in ev&sj Teq)ect identical 
with mine, except that the leaves are pasted together. There Is another, which 

* In (bat copy no note of its profious propnelor oecon. 

t ITiis was obtainf .1, " niie ycara i!Uicc,froin(icrm.iiiv. Tt also bcari* no note :n rcfi rciito (a I;» former jiussf^sor. 
t " h exute encore uac ddition, do&t le« plancbc* sont graves cn boia, et cepcncknt imprimdcs dcs deux 
cdt& da papier kkc h preoe et punm inprimeur. Je nomiDerai oette Edition h npliim*.*' 

i On measurliiir a'l the pages of tlic ^fll^(,|/:n < >'\>\, T f.ml rlmt 1:1 1 sils- n fi w iiistancfs tlii'V r\tinl 

Jiemttarii hy Uucc-ciglulu of an indi in width, and in htight tbcj differ sometimes by onc-cigbtli, but not more 
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although most probably from the same blocks as the one in the Museimi, differs, from 
having, I think, (for unfortunately your work did not occur to me, or I should haxe 
taken it down in writing) two lines only ro\ind vach page, instead of tkiee; also 
having on the reverse of the last leaf a cut, the size of the page, of Christ kneeling 
to the Almighty seated under a canopy. The copy in Paris and that in the Museum 
must therefore be termed difiin«it editioiuik although the same blockB weie used* 
-with the diffioreDoe only of the borders and the cut at the end. May I preaome to 
imagine that many minute variations in these books may be found upon careful 
oompatison, in consequeuce of the blodcs being always ready for use, so that the 
vendors mij^^ht be able to jirint ordy so many coj)ies at once as thoy might receive 
orders, and from time to time might add a line to the borders, or ornament them 
by cross lines*, a^ in the copy sent to you." 

In a communication couaetiueut on the abov^ Mr. Boone adda : " 1 did not say 
a vovd to you respecting the opinion entertained at the MuBaum, because you have 
most likely examined those marks much more closely, and would haTS less difficulty 
in dedding the question of their identity. My copy differing in width both from the 
Paris and Mu.seum copies printed on both aides of the leaves, leads me to infer 
that the plates of my copy cannot be the same ; although the same design is so 
exactly followed, that, withont mcasnring the width, yon must beUeve them to 
have been printed from the same l)lo< ks, by a hand more accustomed to the work. 
My copy, however, agrees in every respect with the one in Paris, which is printed, 
as mine, only on one side of the leaf; and ss I had such an opportimity of comparing 
them, I have not the smallest doubt but that both copies have been printed from 
the same blocks. M. Guichard, who was one d the employ^ in the Paris library, 
has ^ven a minute account of the book in the Jmimal de Bibliophile, published by 
Techner in 1841, 

"The ■!\rnsenm copy, printed on hoth j^ides of the leaf, havincf a border of three 
lines, and that at I'aiis only two, I coucludc they must bt> separate editions or 
impressions. Whether the Museum co]iy should have the same cut on the reverse 
of the last leaf as the I'aris one, can only be determined by comparing a greater 
number of copies than I have at present been able to find. 

" The Museum copy, if it had the cut on tibie last leafj-, would still have only twelve 
leaves; thnefore the ' one gathering' would not be disturbed." 

* 'Ikt"erot» lines" occurring aa shading on the top and right side of the inner border, to «ome of Uw pRgea, 
are all cwt aM-ay in llic iijiprr ^.sion sulweqtu ril1y yirliitnl fiom the Mmc blocks ; and tlie fact of a trnnspnsitinn 
occurring in the disposiauu of the tcxt« to ikc ninth and tciitli deiiigiu in those copieii, clearly provcr that the 
dengM and p«igc» of text were engraved on uparmi* blocks, independent of their being printed in gathering*. 
On carefully comparing the srvcral loiui— , I have not nutuctl any variations, more thim wLat would arise from 
the blocks being worked with more or less caxe,— certainly no additions, alterations, or mendings of the blocks. 

t This ooold not be, because the reverse of the laat leaf w oocapied with Design 11. Had the firat page 
been worked on thr> recto of the first leaf, ia liea of the KTme, then the whole of the engraved pages would 
have been got into the one gathering. & Lmgk & 

d8 
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While it is gratifying to read such critical observations proceeding from a 
gentleman who, as a bookseller, takes so Uyefy an interest in his occupation beyond 
the mere desire of pnttang money in his punOj it cannot but be BatisEactoxy to 
oursdvea to find that the chief of interesting YariationB mentioned by Boone 
had not escaped our notice when describing; long before^ the edition in the Bxitieii 
Museum. 

On rccoi\-iug the llenoiutrd copy, wc caino unliesitatinrrly to the condnf?ioii that 
tiie iinjircssions could not have hvvn (jl)taine<i from the same blocks as were used 
for thuftU of the Mi/-' am copy, our reeoilection of that copy being, that the wliole 
of the pages were engraved in a twy inferior manner^ independent of the impres- 
sions being so veiy cosnely worked, as almost to obliterate eveiy a]>peajrance of 
identity. When, however, we came minutely to compare both copies page by page^ we 
found ineonttHtMe proofi that the impre88i<ai8 of hoA haA been obtained from the 
sm/if wood-blockf^ and that the great diffarence in the wid^ and triflbig difference in 
the height of the jiages liad arisen from the nature of the paper tised for the impres- 
si<ni-!, the paper nf t!)e Rcnonard copy bciuir, as before stated, of a thin texture, 
aiitl consequently more likely, on beuig wettud fur tlie ]nii y)os(>s of ])rintinff. to shrink 
iu di-yiug. We presume that the circumstance of the paper shnnkiug more iu respect 
to its width than height, anises frmn ita peoolkr maniifiwtuzey aa all paper after 
being wetted shrinks more in one direction than another. 

It is^ however, very easy to make an ass^on, but oftentimes most difficult to 
convince others of its correctness; and therefore, as our object throughout our 
laboui-s has been, and will be, to enable jirrsons to form their own o|MnionB from 
the works themselves, we have hnd a facsimile. Plate lix. made of the same dengn 
ill tlie Jfti^mm copy as that in the lit Donari} copy, Plate Lviii. 

^Vccoi diugly, we are desh'ous that our I^■a<le^s should observe, that, in Plate Lvrn. 
on the left of the lower border, there are two breakages, and above the second 
breakage a vcr>- slight break in the middle border. Now in Plate ux. the same 
breakages occur in the lower border, bul^ owing to the blodc having become more 
brokra, the right wgSMb extends throng tiie inner bordos and the line below the door 
above them, the slight break in the middle border rem a hi ing the same; though in 
Plate Lvm. a slight breni;;icre appears iu the outer border above, which is not observ- 
able in Plate lix., a cii'cumstance we think arising from that breakage not extending 
and havinc:: become iiUed up willi ink ; a fact of itself sufficient to obliterate, in the 
heavier impressions, ail the moie luinute bimkages and splits. It is seen also, that, 
in the dedgn from the i/tM«c*m copy, other breakages in the borders occur, arising 
from a subsequent use of the block. 

Having thus afforded our readm ocular demonstration of our argument^ we now 
proceed to note the pages wbeidn smUar breakages occur in the same pages in 
both copies. 
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IX. 



BnrovASD Copt. 



X. 



Tbe nine, but more extended ; ud modier 
•plit, of ci similar kind, on the left of IL 
AUo the bfeakage belov^ but larger. 

The tv« Quter left borders braikeii mevf. 



Comer more brokea, and inner left border at 

the lower portlMmkeB vwaj. 
See Plate ux, where the breakage at the tight 

has extended up the block. 
Hie same. 



fwe.— Desioh IV. Slightly split in border abore 

the nimbus of the Almighty. Also a 
slight break in centre border below. 
XIL nCf—ttXT. Brcaksge in centre of middle XIII. 
Irardcr. 

XVI. m.— Text. Bight lower coner of border XVII, 
broken. 

XIX. rwu— Dksicn IX. See breakage in kwer 1m»« XX. 

der in Plate ltiii. 

XX. ree. — Titxt. Breakage in upper outside Icfl XXI. 

border. 

XXIII. m.— Di»t09 XI. Slight epUk in eeiitre of XXIV. The same, 
upper outside border. 

These particulairs respecting the breakages in the blocke admit of no dispute^ and 
it IB by sach factn only thab the priority of impretrion can be proved, Tinless^ as belbre 
rranarked in the note, VoL i p. 35, the edition of the irork had been made by iXBxaSer 
from earlier impresaions from the same blocks, when, "without other dicumBtantial 

evidcuce, the arguments as to priority mi(//d be reversed. 

B''^ifle«; the aliovc broakacre8, there are many otliors in the impressions in the 
Museum eu|>y whicii arc not in ilie lleiinuard copy. Wo have before noHce»l the very 
imperfect and blurred state of the iui]uessious in thoMmeum copy, tlie most remark- 
able of whidi is observable in the Fifth Design, where the more ddicate lineB are, in 
some instance^ as coarse as tbe thiclcer lines of the Rmouard impression, giving the 
whole page on aspect of a totally different character. 

With the view of fully iUustrathig our obserraHons^ we have bad, in Plate lx., 
the upper portion of the fd'th design in each copy accurately copied. It must not, 
however, l>e supposed that the ^\ hole of the impres«!ions in the Museum copy are in 
a similarly rough state. Sonic pages have been more carefully worked off than 
others ; the one here selecttHl being in the coarsest state, as we are desirous to shew, 
how, by long usage and careless printing, impressions are prodnced presenting a 
totally different aspect from ^ese carefully taken off either by Motion, or worked off 
bjr the ordinary press when the blodcs were in a perfect state. In such coarse 
impressions as our specimen, all the more minute breakages in the blocks are not 
seen, owing to their being filled in ^\-ith ink : for instance, the slight breakage and 
^lit in the upper bonh r to thf left does not .api^ear in the Musetim impression. 

We have oljseived, thnt, in this edition {Museum copy), there are only twenty- 
three engraved pages in lieu of tweniy-four. The usual text, "SI tiyomsans,"* etc., 

* Since thete pages were in type, a most marvellous faciimiie of that pitge of text has bettn made by iho 
inimiteble tkill of Mr. Harris. Net duly has Mr. Harris executed the block-type to perfection, but he has so 
coloured the paper, to agree with the previous pag, , that at first I thought I had altog<~thfr ^^ ronply described 
the volume, when I stated it bad only twelve leaves. So deceived vas I for the moment, Uiat even the ioial 
oftfHMW tftMsteft M* imptmmu e/ Hnei, on th» rttent o/tkt ierf, did not iBBwdiatdy lead »e to pmoouiice 
die page to be t froiinile, u I thought they m^ht have been dUiteraied by vuhbg and pteaing, as i* 
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to the last derign i& here omitted, the elemkth deagn "B!m huanieP occupying the 
reverse of the twelfth leaf. A question therelbro arises, whether the JtftcMtm copy may 
not be imperfeot, as stated bjMr.Boone in his oonmnmieation respecting OvbRenward 

copy (see p. 18). We think not : and as the whole of the above pages form ojie gathering 
of twelve leaves, tlie probability is, that the text of the last cut was in this edition 
omitted as a matter of convenience, as otherwise it would have required an extra leaf 
to complete the twenty-four engra ved pages, tliongh a sheet nio y ju nlialjly have been 
added ; but if so, there would liave been a blank leat, independent of the reverse of 
the last page of t»t being blan^ making in all three blank pages at the close of 
the work : a circomstanee somewhat unusual* unleeB it was intended that the blank 
should hare formed, by being folded bad^ the fly-leaf at the oonmienoemoai An 
examination of other copies from the same series of Uooks will evwtualiy settle this 
question. 



Iir this impresBum, the work, liy the addition of two desigoci^ is extended to 
twenty -eight pages or fourte^ leaven^ printed by the ordinary press on both side% 
except the first and last paf^es, which are blank. Tlie outer border or tliird line 
around all the pages has been cut away, as also the shading which occurred in the 
upper and right side of the inner border of some of the pages. The iuipieasions in 
the Spencer copy have been worked off in two gatherings: one of four sheets, and 
the other of three. 

The arrangement of the pages, as &r as SO, oorrespondji with that in the inreceding 
edition. After this there is a slight ▼ariataon in the dispontion of tiie pages of text^ 

that illustrating the ninth design being placed opposite the tenth design, and vice 
versa. The additional plates occupy the reverse of the last page of text, to the eleventh 
design, !?{!) agonisans, and the :ecto of ilie last leaf, its reveiije being blank. 

Tlie lirst additional design is eml)leiaatical of the Redemption of Mankind. In 
the upper part our Saviour is represented kneeling before the Aiinighty, who is 
seated ; while in the lower part are the emblems of the Orudfixion, the cross, the 

the case with the Wilson copj of the Diblia Fauj)erum, hcrcdlcr mentioned. Their entire absence, however, 
•hewa the force «S luf obeervation* «t {>• praeediug, «a Aejr emiMA poniUj occur at the bai^ of a 

finale or ilr.iwinjr. In drawing ftirsimilci however, Mr. Harri'^ slimild ntudiuusly avoid mukiug any additiona 
of his own, as it may at aome future period mitiead th« bibliographer. I make this observation, because 
in Ae faenmOe mentifliied (if taken from Uie Benooard eopy)* I notieed a bmdci^ u the kwer border fH^ an, 
-vt hic'li (lix no! (Ki ur in tlie border of tliiu cnj.y. Such TariatkiUfdMed for the patpote of mmxvjmg an idea of 
originality, ought to be studiously avoided by the copyist. & Xa^A & 



ANOTHER IMPRESSION JROli THE SAME WOOD-BLOOKS^ 



Wrra TWO ADDinOMAL OBSIOHR. 



PLATE LXI. THE LAST DESIGN. 
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Boovagi, and tlie cmwn of thovns. Xbe second design represents the Creation of £ve 
and the Teonoiptation, as seen in our &CBumle^ Plate ix. In some copies the design 
of the Creation precedes, as it should do, the Intercesnon. Heiuecken (p. 419) states 
saeh to be the case with the copy in the public library at Dre^>Lk n. These additional 
engravine^s are executed in a very inferior manner, and evidently not by the same 
hand as tlic: otliers. Our facsimile \vill shew this, without further observation. 

We note tlie folio^niig from a few of the defects in the impressions of the Sjj/ mer 
copy, which at ouctj piove Ihem to have been worked off from the blocks at a later 
period than those in the Jtmouard and Mweum oopiea 



Pass 

VL Dksion 2. — Only one border at left «idc. Left 
I<nref* oorner brokeD, m in Mutum copy. 

VH. Ti.xT. -WiUiia the right border arc some re- 
maitut of the fonoei ahading, the lines not hav- 
ing been cardolly cut amy. 

X. Di>iu>' 4. — Splits in the nimbus of the Almighty, 
aa iuMtitmm copy; the split in lower border 
extending dirongli the letter a in the inM;r)p- 
tion in scroll. 

XIII. Xkxt. — Outer left border broken aw«y,a« in J/w* 
mm copy. IMthUwi Hne under t«att out nway. 



Paob 

XIV. DmoN *i. — One line of border only round it. 

XV. Tbxt.— Upper and lower border* broken 

away. 

XVII. TnxT. — Left inner border at lower part broken 
away. 

XX. Dbsiux 9. — Two breakages in upper border, 
the one to the left extending into the cap of 
the lignre to the right. 

XXIII. Tkxt is here transposed, liciiii; put oppoiitt 
the ninth design instead of the tenth. 

XXIII. TmxX transposed. 



Mr. Bodah Sotfield possesses a copy vhich agrees in all respects mth the pre- 
ceding, fhou^ bearing evidence of having been more eoreAiUy worked from the 
hlocks. It has no note indicating from vrhat libraiy it has been obtained ; and in 
consequence of its being closely bound, it becomes impossible to ascertain whether 

the Mocks have been worked in gatherings or single sheets. The paper, though having 
a water-mark of a similar charact^, is of a much thicker and firmer texture tban 
that used for the Sjjcntcr copy. 

Throti^O^h tlie libciality of Mi-. Botfield we have had the volume entrusted to us 
on two occfisious : at lirst, for the purpose of comi>aiing it with the Museum copy, 
and subsequently inth the M$Mna/rd and Spmeer ot^es. As the numerous break- 
ages and defidendes in tiie JS^JMd and JS^peneer copies correspond, it dearly shews 
that both copies were obtained from the blocks at about the same period. 

It is very evident that at the period, and after the iniprrspions in the Museum 
copy were worked off, the wood-blocks had been much injured and roughly treated 
durinc; the process of printing, independently of their being surcharged with ink, 
thereby giving the Impressions, more particularly ol' the designs, a a ery repulsive 
and coarse aspect. Accordingly we find that in the t^jjcnccr copy (for the printing 
of which the wood-blocks bad evidently been carefully cleaned) there are many more 
breakages in the borders and other parts of blodss^ than occur in the Rewu/ard 
and Mweum capeB, and that some of the br^ksges in these copies are more extended 
than in the Spene&r copy. Besides these fibcts. and also the circumstance of the 

* In ountioaiBg like bonier* in this copj^itvill be vndentood that fhe middle border in the Semmari and 
copio here fom the outer border. 
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outer border and ahading in parts of the border being cut away, flie aeoimd border 
IB, in several of the pages^ partly deficienl^ and mudi broken. 

Another nfFBESsioN, taken from the same wood-blocks, vaa issued with two 
additioual designs of a diffiurent character from those in the Spencer and Botfidd copies. 

It wa-i, like the former, printe<l by the ordinary press on both sides, and comprised 
fourteen leaves. The first of the; additional t.'n.i;ravinij^8 is allegorical of the Final 
Judgment*, aud the other of the Life of Man. Huiueckeu 419) mentions a copy 
with these designs as being in the public libraries at Zmckau and WolfenbutteL He 
thus describes them (p. 420): "Le siget de la pireini^ pi^estun ange, (jui pt^se dans 
une balanoe Tame d'un homme, contre les biens de oe monde^ et qui chaase deux 
diablotins, qui a^empresaent da donner le po&d ^ cea diosea. On y voit encore quelques 
petite angea dans les airs, qui portent des amee^ et un autre ange qui fixe une ame 
du purgatoire. L'autrc planrho repr^sente embldmatiquenieint la vie de lliomme, 
ocmunenqant par ees fian^ailles." 

Hediscsen (p. 411^ in«iti(»iB another edition, which he places as the J^Ot. 
He states : ^UexempUnie que j'ai trouv^ dans la B^toth^ue Bojfole ^Hamovn, 
est d'une toute autre ^tion, Je lui donne U cmgvifme rang: au mdns est- 

elle sflrement, par les marques, qu'on y rencontre, plus modeme que les pre- 
cddentos. L'cxeinplaire est defectueux et en meme teniiis range ditTi^reniment. 
L't^criture est de la n>§me foime, que dans les autres, et les capitales sont orne'es 
aussi de fouillagtjs. Un quadre, tantot de denx, tantut de trois traits iuf'f^j'aTix, et par 
cy par \k crdneles, environne les pages. L encre est noire, cependaut les planches 
aont imprim^ sur un seal odt^ du papier, par le frotton du oartier.'' 

" J)&. Clement\ m a Hftit une description fort d^ill^ ainsi je n'l^outerai id que oe 
qiu ponrra aervir k diatinguer cette ^tion des autres que Mr. (Uenuni n'a paa vues." 

As the arrangement of the pages of text in thia, Heiuecken's /t/tJt. edition, slightly 
tliffers, and as there are signatures to many of them, we subjoui a brief enumeration 
of the same from his work, pp. 416, 417. Wc annex his oTinmcration of them, merely 
observing that he did not profess to quote the headings of the texts with typogra- 
phical accuracy. 



I. — Text of Prrfnrf. 
IL — Text gf I'ret'ac*. 
IIL— Text. 

Temptacio dfubeH iejkk, nuf kcd wifb the letter ll. 
IV.— Design 1. 

Ae Weill jMiguMf, oijl t on one dd^ with if «n l]ie 

other, 
v.— Text. 

bma iiujfinmo tmgM ihJU$, tmrlced C> ' 

* Thu plate Iim been eopied Ibr one of die nudl qnarte editiom of the mrk, « tugiy ef whidk ia in the 

library of Tv.ii l Spencer. 

t Bibliotli£<^ue Curieuz, torn. iL p. 143. 



VI.— DeslcTi 2. 

Sis Jirmtu in fide, aUo marked (. 
Vn.— Text. 

TciiijA'itio dt/aholi de ietpmtiqiu. 
Vlli.— Design 3. 

JSbm jMseefo Ine. 
IX.— Text. 

Sma uutjiiracio an^di contra de$peracioitem. 
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as 



XVin. DMigB& 

Si* htmOk, naked U 

XIX. Text 

IJanyAMw d^aMt dSrtHMrMM* aurked If. 

XX. Denignft. 



XXI. Text. 

£«m intpiraeio mtgtU contra atarUinm, 



X. DangB 4. 

Nequaqvam 

XI. Text. 

Tmptacio dyaholi dt nMjtdeMNeNI, Buked t 

XII. Dengn 5. 

Quam heM 4»eefi am, marked t 
Xni. Text 

XIV. nfMgnfi. 

turn captitattu. 

XV. Text XXn. DedgBlO. 
Tfmpiam dffiMi it vow ftun*. aji 

XVI. Design 7. ^^.^ ^ 

^yjj ^^^^ I kS'i >/;/i>;H.v(n« /o^ut, marked in* 

&>n(f huspiraeio anjf«li contra tanam gloriam, | XXIV. De»i(pi 11. 

Tlie above enumeration shews that this edition consists of t\\ elve single sheets, 
or twenty-four leaves^ signatures a to m indmive; the two pages of pre&oe no 
doubt fomuiig the fint Bbeet^ a. Sheets d and h axe wifhoat signaturefl^ though the 
h is used where h should have occurred. In this edition the deseriptiy e test precedes 

each design, instead of following it as in the other editions. 

Hitherto the editions mentioned are all, with the text and inscriptions upon the 
desifT!'"- in Latin. Heinecken, however, enumerates as the sixth edition one with the 
inscriptions in the German hui^];if:;c. At ]»a!:i:e 418 ho says; " Une itixieim edition nie 
paroit etre ceUe, dont on trouve uii exemplaiie a WoL/vuluttel. II est aussi en folio, 
imprimd d'un senl cdt^ du papier, par I'op^ration d'lm carticr. II est d'une encre 
noire^ ehaqne feoille ftit son cahier; las capitales sent om^ de feuillage ; la pr^fikoe 
oommenee et finit de la m^me manlive que celle de la qfuatri^me Edition. 

"Le deeun des images est dilftrent et d'un autre msitre* qui a eependant gard& 
la m^uie idee. Le singulier du cette ^tioQ est^ que non obstant le disoours latin, les 
inscriptions sur lee rouleaux des images sont tsk slemand. Ainsi on lit sur la premi^ 
image: 

*0. » ist it£tn [)oU. Du IjaOicti globm cecljt. EtAit tiici; BtVatx* 
Au reste i ordre des planches est le meme que celui de la secoude edition, et Ic 
graveur a plaefe au milieu des dwx ligueu, dont chaque plandie d'image est encadr§e> 
la marque d'une lettre de Talphabet^ en commenQant par le ft, et finisasnt avee I'm : 
mais les planches du disoours n'ont aucune marque." 

* Heinccken (p. ^Ib) ootes that the copy ia the £ojrsd Library at Hanover wants the preface. 
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PLATE LXII. IHE FIFTH DESIGN*. 
(JFWmh a Copy tn the Pobuo LiiniARX at WomamvaL) 



Block-Book of Twenty-Fouk Engkavkd Pages. — Small Folio. 

As there ia no copy of this editioii in tbia countiy, we must content ourselves 
with giving a facsimile of the ^>n<xra^'^n^:^ {plntc 19) from the "work of Baron Heinpekpn. 
who has placed it as precedinf^' all the other editions. We have had onr facsuuile 
priiit^l in a U;L;ht colour, as lleiuecken states (p. 400) the copy to be "imprim^ d'une 
eucre eu detrempti, qui est pale et egale pai' tout le livre.' 

The twenty-ibiir pages in ihe edition fbirm, according to Heineckenf, four gather- 
higs, eadi of three leaves^ the impreasion having been obtained bj means of fricUon. 
The following; tlkerefore^ viU be their arcaagemenl^aliewxng the order of taking them, 
off ftom the tdodkS} fay which leaves 1 and 6, 2 and £^ and 3 end A, so fiild that the 
Uank pages may be pasted together. 



naST GATHBBINO. SECOND OATBEBIKO. 













LElkT 








1 


Recio. — T^lnnk. 


Blank, rm. 






7 


Jiec Blank. 


Blank, rev. 






IUe«r*e. — I'rcfaas. 


Text, r«c. 


6 






Jlet. — Design 3. 


Test, rtc. 


12 


2 


JIm.1— Ftaftee. 


DMigBS,rm. 






8 


Jtee. — Twt 


D«tiga9, fm. 






i?ef.— Blank. 


Blank, rrr. 


5 






Jier. — Blunk. 


Blank, rec. 


11 


8 


i&te.— Blank. 


Blank, reo. 






9 


Rec. — Blank. 


Blank, r«e. 






Jfag^Doiipil. 




4 










10 



• The engraving of this design, given by Heinpcken, pi. 21, as belonging to the edition dcacribcd by us in. 
vol. i., docs not merit the name of a factimtle ; and it is only in a few instances in his work lluit i\u- plate* gmo 
by liim c;iti be cotiNlderei], or, iiuIecJ, wore iiitcinkd, as such. Tlatcs (5 and 7, from the Biblia Pauperum; 
plate 17, from the An Mfrnorandi ; and plate it), from the Ars MurH:udi,!u:6 the only ones that can dcseive that 
appdlatinw. 

t " Toiites t pLtiicliis soit S^azaftrnX texte, oompoie qualn cahiezi, chacim de tnua feuiUea^encartanafa* 

Tunc dans i'autre." — p. 406. 
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THIRD GATHERING. FOURTH GATHEEINO. 



















Lcxr 


13 


7?<'(-.— Blank. 


I^lunt, rcr. 






19 


77-'^.— Ulank. 


BlanVj rev. 






lUv. — DmgaQ. 


Text, rec. 


18 






Jiev. — Deaiga 9. 


text, rec 


24 


14 


Rtej—Tut. 


Beaiga 8^ 






20 


It«e. — Test. 


Doiigii llf Ttv. 






Birr.— Blank. 


Blank, 


17 






5<-r.— Blank. 


Blank, rec. 


23 


15 


JiM.— Blank. 


Blank, rtr. 






21 


jBec.— Blank. 


Blank, ree. 






Jw.— »De«gii 7> 


Tnt, fins> 


16 






Jiev. — Design 10. 


Text, rec. 


22 



1^ tiie above it is at once seen that when the sheets are folded» the blank leayes 
come Ml a via, as do also the engraTed ones. 

As, acoordinn to Heinecken, the arrangemeat of the designs in this edition differs 
slightly from that in the others, we simply enumerate them in the order ^ven by 
him, without quoting any of the inscriptions, it being e\ idciit that they are not there 
given for the purpose of reference, in a typographical point of view. 



Pan 






Pms 




I. 


Am Moitninn, ea^Bng imUtiit H «fi 




XIIL Dwon 9r—Non nr oearwr. 




n. 


Cutitiiiuatiiin of rKKKACK, c ommeaaag dimtin, 


XIV. Text. 


SI liiMf. 




and ending dUigenter contidereL 




XV. Dbsiqh 7. — Quam bme decepi. 




in. 


SBBiair 1. — Fko neut pagmL 




XVL Text. 


SSliBM. 


IV. 


Text. 


tSfinm. 


XVII. Designs.— Xai«w«MtWL 




V. 


I>EaiaH i.— iSiii Jamm in fdn. 




XVIII. Xbxt. 


85 linea. 


VI. 


Tnr. 


SOBma. 


XIX. 'Dmm9j—€nonart/ evnmmm 




VII. 






XX. Tkxt. 


SSIi»M. 


VIIL Tkix. 


Z7 lines. 


XXI. Dbuor lO.-iSu AhdhU*. 




IX. 


Dvnoir ^—Ncquaqwtm desptmtt. 




XXII. Tbxt. 


SSIian. 


X. 


Text. 


SOIiuM. 


XXTTI. riF.sioK 11. — IJminsanw. 




XI. 


DuiOK 6. — LUende thettutro. 




XXIV. 'iKXTf oomiaeocing agonutrnt. 




XII. 


Tkn. 


tSlmei. 







HeineckeB ^. 404) affixes the following observalion to the ninth design : "On 
voit snr eette plandie deoz diables^ dont I'un i^r^aente un homme, et rautre une 
femme, d'nn deaon im pen ind^oent^ oe qui no se trouve plus dans anoune des auttes 

(fditions, et c^est ce qui m'a port^ h, donner le premier pas h. cette ^don, d'autant 
plus, que toutes les autree marques y eoireEqpondent : dans le vieux tems on n'^it 

pas si scrupuieux sur le deoorum, comme on dovoit Ventre." 

The circumstance, therefore, of the indecency in the design of this edition not 
being found in any other edition, appears to be the cause of Heinecken's considering it 
the first of the work. He also states (p. 400*) that the text is coarsely engraved, that 

* " Lea caract«re* wot godiiqaei, et preeqne dc la m^me fome de ccux qu'on Toit dans PApociilj/pw, leur 
gioanur duaiBiM de ploa en ptw vert 1* fin dc la page, quand il y a trop de teste pour la pknche. Let eapitaka 
sont faites aux aimples traits, pour 6tre enlumin^g, comme dans I'ouvragc pr6c^dcnt (Art Memorandi). Le 
decsin difiere de toss le» autres, que noua aTons juaqa' ici ; il eat looid et cliarg6 : il ne retaembie ni i la 
ANf im PmerMt ai i YApocalipst, et enoore hmuu k ediii dw ChnMpm ; I'aitute «t d'uiw tonte ratn 
D en «tt utma nee lagnvimj qni «l estraaenMat groMtee.'* 

B 2 
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it isTeijaiinilar to that id the Apocalypse, and that it dimiuiiihes in size towards the 
dose of the page. He alao obaerrea^ tfaait the design is heavy and erowded, reaemhlmg 
nether the S^ia Paupenm nor the ApoeaHiffptt, and mach less the Oaniiiea CmtH- 
eomm; imd that the artist is of anotheir school; adding; that the same obsNratLons 
may be applied equally to the engraving wliich he characterizes as extremely gross. 

We repret that have not the opportunity of presenting to our readers a fac- 
simile of the second design of tlio series composing this e<lition, in order to compare 
it with that given from the Ifarhm copy, Plate xiv., vol. i., a view of shewing 
more fully its difference in design, and how far iid'eriur it is as a work of art. Wc 
think the cbeumstanoe of the text diminishing in sise towards tlie dose of eadi page, 
as mentioned hy Heinedc^ shews that the text had been copied from another 
edition, the engraver having miscalculated the space aUotted for it; and that the 
insertion of a figure of an indelicate tiaturo in the ckslLm rLfcrred io, arose fbom the 
want of refinement in the artist. Had the designs in the other editions been engraved 
in tlie same coarse manner, with the nmi'?s:on of the indoconcy, there might then 
have bc( n some ground for admitting the opinion of Heinecken as to its being the 
first edition. 

In making the observation (vol. i. p. 74) that ''not more than three or four^ of 
the editions of the Ars MorimtU enumerated by Heinedcen "will be found to come 
under the denomination dt Btod^Books!* we confess that we have been too hasty in 
coming to that condusion, as it will be seen that we have induded the seven editions 
mentioued by him, all of which we, with the descriptive text, in T.atin. In these 
several editions we have tJirfe series of (!ef=iic^s, each executed Ijy ililierent artists: 
the first, that from which the copy at Harlem (oar lirst edition) is taken; and from 
which, with the tritiiug variations, as mentioned, in design, all the others have been 
copied, except that of the copy at Wolfenbuttel, forming the second series ; the tJiird 
bdng the Spmt^ hi small 4to.. ow second edition. 

We now, therefore, proceed to mention (for we csai only so do, as we believe no 
copies exist in this country) those copies, with the descriptive text> in the Ogrman 
language. 

The first is that of a copy described as follows bv Heinecken (p. 421), in the 
pnhh'e libraiy at Zwickau : "La biblioth^qiie pospiVle encore une traduction alemande 
de cet ouviage, dont ies iiiKifjes, nuoicjue tlu meme snjet, sont destindes tout autre- 
uient, et. giav«?es par un autre artiste, le livre, ])ublie beaucoup apr^s I'inventiou de 
la typographic, est u^unodns enticement giav^ sur des tables de bois, et imi)rim6 
sur nn seal odtd du papier. On s'y est servl de la main d'oeuvre en usage pour les 
cartes k joner, et rouvrier, scit qu'il fUt un cartier on un graveur en bois^ y a mis son 
nom et la date h la fin du livie. Gomme il a employ^ de Foicre k I'huile, Timpresdon 
est tr^s informe et sale. L'ouvi-age eiitier consiste en un seid cahier, et les feuilles 
sont marquees sur la marge, qui est c\ la tranche, des Icttres de I'alphabet pour le 
rdieur. La preikcc coutieut deux feuillets, et commeace 
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' ©iftoril narl] trr irrc lies nntutlirhcii fftaistrr u. s. to.' 
Ensuite vieunent les images et vis h vis kurs explications, en 22 plauchcs, dans le 
m^rne ordre, que dans la seconde dditiou latine. Sui- les roiileaux des figures se 
troQTent les mimes mots al^iumds, comme dans la sixi^me edition ; cepeuciunt ic 
dessin des figures n'est rdeUement le mime. Le diwioais de la demi^ pLanche &iit 
avec le mot Amen et an dessus 

1 4. 7. 3. prulf moXn" 

Heinecken mentions another German edition, whicli T>mnet (vol. i. p. 194) i?tntos 
consists of twenty-four leaves, having on the last page the name of Ludwig zu Ulm. 
It is without date, and the impressions are taken ofi' on one side of the paper. A copy 
of this edition is in the Biblioth^ue* Imperiale at Paris, and has been described by 
M. Gmchardt who quotes another, also in German, as being at Mimi^ having only 
thirteen leaves^ -with the designs and texts printed on either dde. 

Of the A rs Moriendi, evidently the most popular of all the Block-BookB^ numerous 
are the Latin editions whioh were issued frcnn the presses of Germany towards the 
cud of tlie fifteenth century. Though their ennmeration does not come immediately 
witliiu our i^rovinco, our work hmn^ contiued to the lUock-Books; yet, as there has 
evidently baeu much confusion in theii- desiguatiou by way of editions (owing to the 
mixing of those illustrated by text taken olF from wood-blocks, with those printed 
fimn moveable type), we give, as Ibr as we are enahled, a note of several of 1^ later 
edition^ whidh oontain the engraved illustralaons, it not being our desire to notice 
any others. 

Abs 'VLoBXEXJOttineuUd noM. — StnaU folio. Tlic text of this edition is printed itt 
a small type, and is probably from the press of Guldeuschatf at Cologne. It consists 

of one gathering of twelve leaves, the eleven designs occupying the rectos of the leaf, 
the text the reverses. On designs i. ii. iii. vi. and viii. occur the following signatures, 

ffll B P D I 

Thore is a oopiyf of it in the British Museum, having been obtained, in 1845, at the 
sale of the libnuy of the late Bei^amin HcTwood Bzi^^l^ Esq., toot the small sum of 
£4 : 18 : 0. The late Mr. Thomas Bodd, who eimipiled the sale oatalogne of that 
library, stated it "to be the edition described as No. 5 in Heinecken's list." Such h 
not the case. That edition consists of twenty-four leaves, the imprt-s.^ions being 
taken off by friction on one side only ; independentlj of which the greater portion 

• Previous to our publUking a supplemental roliirae describing the copies of the scvcrnl nlilions of the 
Block-Booia pretenred in the public libriurie« on the ContineDt, wc hope to bare tbe pleoaure of being enabled 
to cxanune at l«sare ill the lognplucil Trenum in ihii Imperial Libnuy. 

t Tlieie H «1m » copy in tbe PenMtt IDimy, at WQtiw Home, butit wenta tbe last tbrce IcnTek 
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of tlic pages have siguutmes (siee p. 24), wiiereas in this editiou they occur only to 
five ci the designs. The edition, liirthemiore, does not appear to have been eeen by 
Heinecken. It does not oome under the denomination of a Uodk-hook, inasmuch as 
the text is printed with moveable type on the revenes of the designs. The text is 

the Bainc as in the earlier editions, sad the desi;j,ni.s are close copies and of the same 
size as those in the first edition of the work ; but in the last design there is no shading 
to any of the fisn^'cs, wliicli gives the whole of that design a singular appearance. The 
borders round tlie designs exhibit many breakages, and we are therefore inclined to 
think that the blocks were used for an earlier edition of the work. They are probably 
tlie same sa were used in the edition deaaibed by EEdnecken aa the yifth of the 
wcack, the signatures ooeurring on the same deeigna, a cSrcumatanoe whidh no doubt 
caused Ifr. Bodd to consider it to be an impression of tiiat edition. 

We now note the following Latin edition8» as mentioned by Branet^ voL i, pp. 
194-5, edit. 1842. 

" Ars Mortendi, in 4to. gotli. fig. Edition sans date, kc. impr. ^ longnes lignes, 
peut-etre vers I'annee 1480; elle iie consiste qu'en 14 ff. dont 13 py. eoutiennent 
lo discours, et 12 pp. les fig. Vend. 240 fr. m. r. La Valli^re : 138 ix. Camus de 
Limare ; 144 fr. Mdrigot 

Une autre ^1 in 4to. de cet ouvcago, impr. ansm vers 1480 et augments de 3 fig. 
est porttfe h, 133 i^. dans Vindez l^onm da P. Laire, torn. 1, p, 214, oil elle est 
annono^ sous le titro survant: Art Manendi ex variie eenpiuranm eeutentHe eol- 
lecla etm figuris ad resistendmn in mortis agone diabolwcg euggeetiom. Ge que parait 
se rfipporter ?i Tartlcle 2 du n" 1252 d'Ebert, si li> textc a ^0 lig. romme le dit 06 
dernier, lequel cite encore lea Editions snivantes impr. avec dt s earact. nioljiles. 

" Ari^ moriedi* f'X vnriis scnpfurun'i S'-nit^iitiis collecta n'l fic/nris, etc., in 4. sans 
lieu ui date, 14 fi". avec 14 gravuiea. Les pag. du texte de 31 et 32 lig. eu cai-act. 
goth. 

" n y a une autre Edition impr. avec les m&nes caractw, et qui se diertangue de la 
pr^c^ente k la doni^ ligne du 3* £ oh le mot ewttideret et aima eonderet 

**Ar!< ninrirndi ex variia ententm (sic) collecta cum fir/nri^, etc., Noimh' i\, — per 
J. W. (Weissenberger) absque anno (1504), in 4., goth. de 14 ff. avec 14 fig. r^impiimi^ 
par le mt^me cn 1512 in 4. L'c^dition .sans date, 3 liv. 16 sh. Hibbcrt." 

We ^d that a copy of another edition was also sold in WeUiugton-street in 1834, 

* A ta^ of thu IS in the library of Earl Spencer, and is described in the BiMiutheca Speiieeriana, vol. i., 
p. xsiv. note *. It corai)ri>L'3 stiuiU copk^ fruru the first rdiuon, ivitli some triflirsEr T.;ir;,U>jiii. of the eleven 
designs, but whicli arc tiiere reversed. Hit; text is tiie same, but is preceded by two wood uiigravinps, the one 
on the reverse of tha title reprnenting the Confessional; and the other, OB the recto of a 2, a dying pcnoii 
receiving the Sacrament. On tlic reverse of the Lrl iL-i^'ti it iinothcr rrprcN-fnting the Final Jud^mrnt, hcxv^ n 
copy of ouc of the additional designs which occur in some copies of the cdiuon mentioned by us at p. Z4, The 

edition i« wticecl bjr Hdaedtea, pp. 48S-i. A eopj coewcnd «t the ««k of ^ Hbcaty of H. Deleneit, ia 
WeOiDgtoii-atreel, 1848. 
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the cntali.i:,nie stating simitly, "Ars Mnn/ 7i(/i, vith sixteen very curious jjlatcs ^ the 
text in Laltfi and German... Impr. in cieitute Landesidensi MCOCCCXiv." 

There is^ in the British Hnaeiim, an edition of fourteen leaTesi in email 4to., iUus- 
tokted idth fourteen deeigns coarsely executed in vood, the three additional designs 
oocurring on the zeeto and rerevBe of the titles and in the recto of the last leaf Oa. 
t rec to of tlie last leaf but one, C iii. occurs, "Imprenum Nrtrnherga p Yen. dSm 
J. W. Fre^Urm," the eleventh design occupying the reverse. No date. 

There is also in the mme library a small quarto edition of sixteen leave?, with the 
text in German, illustrated m itli thirteen wood-engravings, reversed copit s of tliuse 
in the other editions. On the recto of the last leaf but one occurs the foUt)wing 
colophon : 

flit mbrt sitfi tias bucijcUgn gcuaiu Has iiucl)elesn tcj stcrbtns fltDrutijt lu Itopcjijifc £las^ 
rijnsti scburt jmicbi. jar. 

Many other editions were, no doubt, printed without any engraved illustrations. 
A copy of an edition iu 4io. was in the library uf Dr. KJoss of i'rankfort (No. 332), 
supposed by him to have been printed Ailtome, by /o&fi G^nt^erg, in 1473. Anotiier« 
printed at Yoiice, by B0mard BatdvUt in 1478. 

The work wae also printed in France under various fbnna. Onev 'which comes 
under the denomination of a Block-Book, and probably one of the earliest books of 
that character published in that country, deserves particular notice. "We therefore 
^ve in full the descri]Hioii of it from Bruuet, as folloniog the preceding extract of 
the Latin illustrated editions. 

"L AiiT MoKijf;K(.v<t ). Pet. iu fol. Cctte traduction fran<;aise de I'Ars Moriendi, 
est un livre de la plus grande raret^, et dout aucun bibhogr., que je sache, n'a fait 
mention avant moi; il e'en trouve un ezemplaiie bien conaesv^ dans la oollect^ 
d'anciennes ^tioos de MM. Vandercruisae^ Ik lille; et c'est d'ajate cet exemplaire, 
qui m'a 4b6 txha obligeament communique par le propri^taire^ aima qu'un m^moire 
particidier qui y est relatiC que je vais donner la description ,suivante : 

" Les if. de ce volume, au nombre de 24 de tout, sont imprimi^ d'uu seul c6t6, 
avec dcs planches de bois et en enci'c giisc detempf^e r tlivist^s comrae les premii'^res 
^dit. latines, ces 11". conticnnent 2 pages de preface, 11 images, et 11 ])ai;e.s d explica- 
tion. II parait que, pour les images de cette dditiou fran^aise, on a fait servir les 
mimes planches de gravure qui out 4tii employees dans ration latine d^crite la 
seoonde par le Baron d'Hehneken, Idie tTtme eaUecHon ^estampes, p. 399; car les 
paasagea latins tlj retrouvent^ et Ton remarque que daais la neuvi^e gravuie (avec 
les mots intende thesauro) il n'y a de represdntd que quatre tonueaux, au lieu de sept 
qui 8ont dans ration jugee etre la premi^ par Heineken. Les deux pages de 
preface rcnfcTTuent ensemble 58 lignes non compris les trois mots fart de mortl^r^qui 
serveut dlntituld Le texte de cette pr^aoe commence aliiai : 
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"Ja soit qtie selon le 2>hilosophe"... 
" Et eUe finit pax lea mote "constdere diligeiUentetU!* 

**'VM mamtenant I'ordre etuoe partie de llnseription de diaque image, aree 
Vintitul^ de ehaque page de texte^ qui carrasponde aux dites images : 



Paoc 

3. Premiere image: " Fac ticut pagani."' 

4. Texte : " Templaeion du dyahU de la fay" ct au 

dessous. £7 ligncs. 

5. Dcuxiemc image: " Sis /inn us in Jiih." 

6. Tesle : " Bmne inspiracion par lagd de la /ay." 

7. Troiiiiimc image : " Ecce peeeata tua." 

8. Texte : " Ten^ftaeion du djfobie de de$peracu>n." 

tS ligncs. 

9. Quatri&me image : " Vteturw miki miBa tt iMfiNi- 

quam de$ptre»." 

10. Texte : "i^onne itupiradon de Emj/e eoittre de$pe- 

rametT* tSt lignei. 

11. Cinqui^mc image: " Quam bene decepi.'" 

12. Text« : " TemptacioH du d^ubh par ing>ati«nce." 

80 lignes. 

IS. Sixidne inage t "Sm ea^tuaim.'* 



Paqk 

14. Texte : " Amim uupiraeim far hmge d« paaaice." 

87 ligno. 

15. Scptiimc iinaijr : " Gloriart." 

16. Texte : " Temptacion du djfobie par taitu gleire" 

Mlignea. 

17. lluitieme image : "Vicius sum", oi\" Sis luojulis." 

18. Texte : "Botme uupiracion de lange contrc taitte 

^eira." 9i lignes. 

19. XriivuTiif iiiKiaif : " Intrrule thetauro." 

20. Texte: " Temptacim du dyalle datariee." SI lignei. 
th Dbciliin image: " JAa mr MwnM." 

22. Texte : "Bomu m^irvoien A Ah^* eontre data- 
rice." 2d ligoes. 

9S. Onsilnw et dernMn inuige : Chnfiai nmm,'* ou 
" Jleu intanio." 

24. Texte, conuaeo^ant "Bien utile conclueioH de etst 
tabOmra doctrmet ft b mortkir h^ounmt m 



"11 7 a au baa de la dite page lea troia lig. BuiTantes. 
" Bomm reaim^iranioe pw figwre et esgpondon p terig^t. 

" De chose utile et ttecessaire et cest miroir vrai exempla4re. 
" Si entetides a bon desir j)our bien virre et bim morir. 

"Jc nc cbercherai pas h> fixer ici la date de ce pre'cieux monument, parceque mes 
conjectures h ce siijet ne me douueut rien de bieu positif ; mais personneR qui 
penseut que les livrcs d images eu bois, tels que \ Ars Morivndi, Inn Jiiblia Pauper um, 
etc., out pr^o^ llnvwtioii de Timprimeri^ ou tout au moina qu'ila ont 4lt4 fiuta lb la 
naiBsaooe de eette d^oouverte, ne balaaeenmt pas k regarder le present AH au Morier 
oonune le plus and^me livre fhm^aiae imprim^ qui aoit coduiu juaqu'lk prteit 

" Tl \ a une autre traduction ficangaiae audetme de VAn Mwiendi imp. par 
Colard Mansion." 

In the preeedinf:^ account of this most interestiuj^ copy of the French Block- 
EnmoN of this u ni k, Bninet mentions that "l^.t meme.t planches de gravure" yfQTQ there 
used for the edition placed by Heinecken as the second of the work. We think 
there must be some miataJce laesa, iuaamudi as Chat edititm ia in amall quarto, whereas 
theFrendi edition ia in email foUo. It also mentions that in design 9 there are only 
torn barreLs within the door of the odlar, in lieu ctmen, as in HeineckeD's first 
edition. Now in that design, in the second e<lition, there appear only three. We 
make tliesa observations, for though they arc of themaelves very trifling diacrepanciefl^ 
yet they are calculated to mislead the careM inquirer. 
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Many arc the remarkable volumes ilhistrated with beautifully-executed wood- 
engi'avin<:,'s, ])ublislie<l iii Fmnc© socm after the art of printiiijix became generally 
known. One of the most interesting, and one more particularly allied to the Block- 
Books, is an edition of the Dance of Death (La Danse Macabbe), of which numerous 
editiomB appeared towardB the doee of the fifteenth and the commeiioement 4tf the 
nxteeoth centiuy. A copy <xf the edition we allnde to vaa in a sale at Wellington- 
Btreet» in 184^ of tome hooka ecmrigned firom Pari% when it was pnrehased hy 
M. Libri, and afterwards reaold fay him, with aonte portion of his library* in 1650. 

As the edition appears to have been unknown to Brunet and other bibliographers, 

we give the note of the coloplion: "Ci/ fimt Jn Ih}s>' mnrahre nourelletfwnt ain.n 

rnmposee et hnjjvimpf! par Uuynt Mnrchnnt <l< tiiuntcmt a PartH du grdt hostel dn 
College de Navarre au CUainp Gaillai t Van de grace mil qmitre cens quatre vingt et 
unte, le ^jowr de AvrU." It oonsiBte of fourteen leaves (signatares a» (), the upper 
part of each, as in the editions of the ^pecukm Block-Book, being occu]^ed lij the 
engraved subjeet^ with some Latin sentencesi, followed by a deemptive text in French 
veree, ])rint€d in double columns beneath. In the last two pages, liowever, there are 
no wood-engravings, and the text is not in doubh columns. With the exceptioii of 
the first design, the wood-en era viTiq;s contain only tlio firriires nf men, without any 
women The edition is evidently that designated as the Dnnsi ]\fi!c(ihr/> dfi Dames, 
pubhshed, by tlie same printer, the 2nd of May of the isame year, wliich ia described by 
Brunet (vol. ii. p. 11), and consists also of fourteen leaves (the same as the edition of 
1490), to which, in the copy deacribed by Bmnet, are added some small taracts, printed 
the ^h of Afnril of the same year. 

The popularity of the An Mmimdi also extended to the shores of Italy. We find 
editions of that work appeared at Florence as early as 1 477, at Verona, 1477, and at 
Lyons in 1490, the latter, "con le figuire ntcwnmodati per Johanne Clem e piero 
Hinwl de alamania." 

In a sale of rare and early printed books, sold in Wellington-street, May 20, ls-2\\ 
was a small series of the Ars Morusndi designs reversed, executed on copper by an 
Italian artist of the fifteenth century. In addition to the usual designs, the artist 
added one by way of introducUon, repreaentiAg the Virion and Child. The series 
was purchased for Mr. Besyamin Heywood Bright, at the di^raioa of whose library, 
in 1845, it was obtained for the British Museum. The fi)llowing was our note 
which appeared in the catalogue of the sale : 

"This isa series of tw elve small copper-plate enl:;ra^^n^r■=', executed in the fifteenth 
centnrv, the designs copied from the German set, ))ut ^vith slight vai'iation«. They 
are \\ ithout any name or indication of tlie artint, and Mere most probably intended 
to be aceompauied by letter-press oi* written description.*;, as there is a blank page 
oppo^te each engraving. Several of them are coloured; but the whole are in the 
finest state of preservation. 

Toun. F 
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"Hds very cnrioiu set is undescribed by bibliograpWa. It bas some appearanoe 
of being ihe irork of an Italian arUst^ and it is not a Utde singular that he has 
reversed the plates in cqiying tbeio ; the consequfince of which is^ that the figures 

are all right-handed instead of left-handed, as they appear in the Block-Book." 

In the collection bequeathed to the Bodleian Library, Oxford, by Francis Douce, 
Esq , thore are several impressions of a very small series of the Ars Moriendi designs 
exquisitely engraved, luidoubtedJy the work of the Master of 1466. An impression 
of one of the same series is in the posaessiou of Messrs. Graves & Co., who have 
also another series of the same desigut», of the same size, most admirably and evi* 
dently copied firom those engraved by the Master of 1466. The set of plates was 
purehased bj Messrs. Cfaraves^ during the last year, at the sale of the collection of 
engravings formed Ivy the Prince de Paer of Yienim. On mttuig to Mr. Frauds 
Oraves respecting them, we received the following intwesting eommunicalaon : 

"6, Pdl Hdl, Jannaij Hth, 1855. 

^Dear Sir,*^'nie subjects of the An Moriendi yrere copied by the early anony- 
mous Gorman artlBt who is ususlly called 'the liOister of 1466.' In this set the seroUs 
proceeding fnm the mouths of the figures are omitted. Acoording to Mir. Caipoiter 
a complete series* of these excessively rare and interMting prints is in the Douoe 
Collection at Oxford. The British Museum only possesses one subject^ and a second 
is ill our possession in Pall Mall. 

"There is also aiiotlier set uf coj>u's, hy a somewhat later Gennivji iirtist, who 
marked his plates with the iuitiuk M. Z., usually explained as Mm tiu Zagel, but 
also attributed to Marian Zmck, Mathias Zingel, and Martin Zabsdnger; but recent 
discoveries have almost proved to a certainty that his name was Ifotthew Zeysinger. 
This series originaJly consisted of eleven plates only; and the early impressions, 
without the letter-press on the back, are extremely rare. Early in the seventeenth 
century the plates appear to have fallen into the hands of Peter K6nig, a book.seller 
at Mimich, who, after having had them coai"sely retouched, added an additional 
plate, and i»ublished them in a small book bearing the following title : 

" Letzer Kampf des Men-schau, das iM : Ein kurzer Begriff der f iirnemsten ver- 
suchuTu/ iiiit welchenLaidige Sathan denSterhmdenMeiischengeinanniglich anfechten 
th^ (fie. Sujj. permiaiu Mvnt^m h§i Pdier Konig" 1 vol. small 8vo. 

* This fi riiN of Hue engravings (with the r-vn |irIon nf the oriii>-.i(iri , in tlif fii Nt iilute, of the devil on the 

upper left corner ; iu the Mcond, the Holy Ghoi>t, in the form of a dove, being at the right corner of the canopy 
pf the bed, in Ilea of the l«ft ; the omiwioii, in the dibd plate, of die iqnare tablet held by the hold of the de^, 
oil the tci't; io the ninth plate, three ba^reI^ in tin cellar, in lieu of four, and those being reversed, luid without 
a re»ttng shelf ; and, the eleventh plate being entiicly reveraed) may be considered aa rcprcisenting dote m^mm of 
thoie in Ae editioB placed by Hdnecken as the foaith of thia irork, and deacribed by (u at p. 16. The aiddidoBal 
plate represents an angel appearing to the <lyi:iL' rn.\v\, :ind exhorting hint to seek the hearenly klDgdomf while, 
at the left lover comer, appear* the Evil Spirit coming oat Irom the jaw* of helL 
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On the last leaf is Gednirkl za Munchen bey Anna Borffia Wittet im Jafir hccxxhj. 
In Verlegunr/ Pt tfr Ki'mig Kumt/iihrer. 

" I have applied for this volume at the Britit^h J^LuHeiuu, but am. informed that it 
is not in the lihraxy. 

" I am, dear Sir, ycnus yeay emoerely , 

"F. Geaves." 

" I should haTe obaervied that the two additional plates do not bear the initiala 
M.Z." 

Oil receivitiL;; the Reiiotuml copy of the Jrs Jfoi-ieiuh' from Mr. Boone, we learnt, 
for tlie iirsl time, that M. J. Marie Guichard had devoted many padres, in a number 
of the liidletiji da Bddiophde* , ir> the account of the various eilitiijus of tliat work, 
being hiis lU'tk of a seriea of articles ou the Bloek-Booka published iu that literary 
journal. 

In describing the vazioas editions, M. 
under the letters A, B,0, D, El, G; followed by those in GennaUj under A and B; 
concluding with a note of the edition in the French language. It is not our intoiticsi 

to recapitulate any remarks we have made in the previous pages respecting them, 
but merely to note to which of them those marked by M, Guichard refer, availing 
ourselves of his information res])ectinf^ the copies so marked preserved at the present 
time iu the public libraries on the Continent. 

A. is the same as the Mwmm otqpy described by m, pp. 11, eta 

11 Guichard has not ^ven the inscriptions on the yarious scrolls with their eon- 

imcttons; and thus, in the event of any other series of designs of a similar size 
occurring, it woidii be difficult, without having the originals Ijefori- ns, to note the 
differences; for thougli wc have only co]»icd one inscription iu each design, yet 
that inscription given accurately (as we hop© it is) will answer the purpose 
ret£uired. 

There is a copy in the Biblioth^ue Imperiale at Fans, which had passed through 
the Uariette^ Yalli^ and Camus ooUedoons. M. Guichard states: "Le pafner a 
pour fiUgrane un rone avec nn P. et D. gothiques." 

fi. is the same as the edition dcscrilied by iis from the account given by 
Heineckeu of tlie copy in the Public Librai y at Wolfcnbuttel. An imperfect copy 
is in the Public Libraiy at Memmingen. The Imperial Library at Paris possesses 
only leaves 19 and SCK The copy in the Public library at Munidi wants the first and 
last leaves. 

* Bulletin du bibliophile, par M.M. Ck. Nodier ct Faulin, Vatia, avcc le catalogue laicoon^ des ltvn» tie 

p3 
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C Same as the Modem copy, placed by us as the first editkm. It is highly 
gmtifyiog to OS to find our opinion of the superiority in the design and engraTing of 
this edition over all the others sopported by that of H. Guidiatd. He states^ 
** Les figures sont desmndes avec goH ; on reman^ue dans la pose et v^temens des 
personnages une certaine ^^ganee qu'on recherchefoit vainement dans les Editions 
preojdentea" 

The Pembroke copy is, we believe, the only pei-ftct copy known. That at Harlem 
wants several pages ; and we are inclined to think that the thi-ee pages 16, 18, and 
19, of the copy at Frankfort, belong more properly to the edition described by 
M. Guiohard undw the letter F, tlie signature H on. page 16 <tf the Frankfort oopy 
agreraig with it. 

/). Same as the l!i nouftrfl ropy. 

M. Guichaid givey no collatiuii of tliis edition; he merely refers to the account of 
it given by Heinecken ^ 414), quoting his ohsorrationje^ that the designs appem to 
be dose oopies of the Haidem edition: " St ils sont oopi^es* rartiste a a bien imit^ 
Fori^pnal, qn'<m n'y peut pas remarquer aneune dlff^rance." 

There is a oopy in the Imperial libroiy at Paris. The imprrasions are in black 
ink, and have been worked hy (he ordinary press; the leaves are pasted tof:,a:ther. 

A copy is also in the Public Libraries at Gottwic and at Mxmich ; that in the latter 
wants the first leaf. M fiinclmrd does not appear, at the time of writing his 
notes, 1841, to have seen the lienouard copy, M. Renouard not iiaving obtaiued it 
until the year 1842, as shewn by the bookadler^s bill inserted In it. It also has a note 
of ooUation, in the autograph of H. Renouard, as follows : " V»jficati<m fiute^ oet 
ezemplaare est de mdme ^tlon que celui qui est k la Biblioth^ue Royale, pardlle- 
ment coiiiplet, clause' sur la lettre 6, p. 472, du Bulletin du ESbliophile, de 1841, 
artide de M. Guichard." 

£. Same as that described by us at pp. 23-24. Our note of it, as also that of 
M. Guichard'Sy are tsJcen fh>m the work of Heinecken, pp. 415—418. 

The only oopy known of this edition is in the Roryal library at HanoTor. It 
wants, as before stated, the two leaves of prefoce. 

This is an edition hitherto undescribed by ail bibliographers. The twelve 
leaves of it that ai e preserved ui the ImiJcrial Libraiy at Paris are very much spoiled 
by damp. From M, Guichard's description we have no doubt of its b^ng another 
edition yery similar to the first edition. It corresponds in the arrangement of the 
pages, so far as they go ; but it is jevid^t that the pages of text do not agree, but 
have been recnt, but not, as may be said, in facsimile. Independent of this, each 
page bears a signature, thuso in the text being capitals. The twelve pages of the 
copy described by M. Guichard arc as follow: 
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Sio. 








8i«. 




vin. 


Text. 


D. 


*29 lines. 


XIT. 


Text. 


G. 


SSlian. 


IX. 


Pwign IVf. 






XV. 


De«ign VIL 


k. 




X. 


Text. 


E. 


30 lines. 


XVI. 


TexU 


H. 


eSHno. 


St. 


DarigaV. 


h. 




XVII. 


DeaigB Ym. 


1. 




XII. 


TtxL 


F. 


S6 lines. 


XVIII. 


Text. 


J. 


SI Inm. 


XIII. 


Design VI. 


y. 




XIX. 


Design IX. 


f. 





M. Guichard notes that in the inscription " fnfende thesauro" in the scroll in 
DpsijiTi IX., in the edition described l:)y liini, tlie fin;il r is ofnttffff ; and that the 
design diifcrs e&seutiaily from others. M. Guichard does not make any mention of 
the watermarks on the twelve leaves. 



O. is tlu> same edition as D. 

M. Guichard divides the edition he here describes under two heads, Nos. 1 and 2. 
No. 1, those copies printed on twcnty-foTir leaves on one side ; and No. 2, those printed 
on fourteen leaves on I)()th isides. Tlie copy lii st named by him, under No. 1, as 
l)eing in tlie Imperial Libmry at Parisi, is undoubtedly one of the editions marked by 
him under D.; as is a]so> no doubt, the copy which formerly belonged to AL Smid, of 
Augsbui^; the impressionB of which are stated to have laeeai taken aS, by friedon, 
in a brown ink. M. Guichard conjectures one of the copes in the Public Library at 
Munich to be the same. 

The other copiea of fourteen leaves, printed on both ddes, as mentioned by M. 
Guichard, are similar to the Botjield and Spmrer copies. It is ver\' y)robable that 
other copies worked oft' from the same series of wood-blocks may ditfer in the 
disjiosition of the laat pages of text and additional de8ij:jns. M. Guichard states that 
the public libraries at Gotha, Munich, Wolfeubuttel, Zwickau, and Bamberg, have in 
eadk a eapy of the same editiaa, but with two diffiBrent designs, t he same as mentioned 
by Heanedcen, and quoted by us at page 24. 

From the preceding memoranda of the several editions, it is very evident that 
M. Guichard had not seen a copy rimilar to that in the British Museum, comprising 
twenty-three engraved pages of one gathering of twelve leaves^ printed on both sides^ 
the recto of the first leaf being blank. 

In the collation of a few lines of the edition under G, from each page of text, we 
observe that AL Guichard, or the printers, have made three slight errors ; we notice 
them not only for the piupose of fiiture collation, but to shew how difficult it is, with 
the greatest car^ to avoid typographical errars. The ^rst is fid. in lieu of fi, p. 3. 
seoond line. The M«ofld^ «ni in lieu of «tfi» p. 6, second Una The Ih/brdt eta in lieu of 
CO, final syllable of UpvraxA^ 

* The number of the lines indudes the lieadiag. 

t M. Gniduutd tUiiki duit tb* aignMvie m fhu plate bn been oUiteiated bjr ^ damp. 
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PLATE LXUI. THE SECOND PAGE. 
{JP)mn a Coloured Copy in the LUfmey tf Eabl SrsxoBB.) 

ENNDKRIST (THE LIFE OF ANTICHRIST) GERMANICE. 
Block-Book of Twenty -Six Leaves. — Sniatt Mbko, 

Tms work opens on the recto of tito first leaf* with a page of pre&tory teztk 

commencing 

" pft ffM 0<d|i «n bon Dm ennohn&t gmomm tmti grf ^ogrn us; Ml iiiidb^ ttfr 
Here bcginncth of Aatiduisti, taken and drawn out of maay book8> liow and of whoni 

he shall be bom, etc. 

On the reverse is a largo wocxl ciierraving, bcaaiug at top for its title, 

" l{>ie swtrt Oes CmUikcists uattf r uiU) toirtet timb spim Uplut)^ ttarbtrr," e^c. 

Here sitteth the father of Antichrist and wocth his omti daughter in la?ci\'ionsness, 
who yieldeth to him and becometh pregnant with Antichrist. After this ibilow 
twenty-five leaves, the tirst twenty having ou the recto of each leaf two designs ; the 
mnaining five only one design, the fUll size of the page. The impressions have been 
taken ofl^ by Mction, Sn a H^^t-ooloturedt ink or dtstemper. The leverBeB of the 
pages are blank as usoaL 

Subjoined is the order of the designSj with their deacE^ons briefly translated 
from the original Qerman. 

LlAF 

I. Thhrty-tiro Knee of text, oommenmg as above, " U)ge tjtbt fiict)," etc., the revei-se 

baring the design as prerioudy noticed. 

II. ^pp«r JSutufeeL Jacob predicts to his son what in Mure wQl haiqpai. 
Lower Sui^9^ The conception of Antidirist. In all flie designs Antichrist 

is represented as attended by a demon. 

III. Upper. Antichrist is bom at a city railed Great Babylon, etc. 

Lower. ^\ntichrist yields hiiUHelf to nncleanness and the extraordinary lust 

of w omen at the city of Bethsayda, etc. 
These t\\ o subjects are gi\ en in our facsimile, Plate xlol 

• This Icai is wanting in the J^nccr copy. 

t Some of the imprcssionii axe u father a darker ink than that in our facsimile, which is copied wiib aJl the 

impc ricc tiniis of the original, even to the injured part of the left sidt of i];c Iraf. The k avrt. of t!io Spmr't copv 
being inlaiU, we are unable to a»ccrtain vrhcUicr the imprcis&ioas have be«a taken oif in gatherings or on single sheets. 
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IV. Upper. Anticliri8t causes himself to be circumcised at Jerusalem aad 

announces liimself as the predicted Messias, etc. 
Lower. Tlie Jews couimence to rebuild the Temple of Solomou at Jeru- 
salem, etc. 

V. {T^Tper. Antiehnstluieadqplxi, who teach bim to 

and all sorts of «vO. And ibis takes place at the dty named Oorasaym. 

And this also stands mitten in the Compendium Theologice. And our 
Lord curses the said dty in the GospeU and says thii% "Woe to thee 

Corosaym." 

Lower. Here Antichrist ^'oes from Caj^eniaum to Jerusalem and announces 
himself there as holy. And hereof ia also written iu the book Compen- 
auim l%eolcffu». And our Lord also corses thu city in <iiA Gospel, and 
epeaks thus, "Woe to thee Gapemanm.*' 

YI. Upper. Between tiie secret arrhnd of Antidirist and his puiblio appearance, 
EUas and Enoch come down from Paradiae» and for three years preadi 
against Antichrist. And this also stands written in the Compendium, 
in book VII. clia{>tpr xi. 
Lower. Here the Prophet Elia.s preaches n<Tainst AntichriHt the holy do(;trine 
of Christianity And he m clad in sackcloth in sign of his deep humility. 
And thiti bays the Book of Virtue. 

YII. Upper. Here preacbeth the other Prophet Eno(^ of Christianity. And it is 
the wandng against Antidinst^s wickedness. And he aim is dad in 
sackcloth. This also stands writtm in the Book of Virtue. 
Lower. Antichrist deatniys the laws as much as he caxk when he shall dwell 
in the cities where our Lord dwelt. And this also stands written in the 
C>>mpenfhnm Thttologiee, in the vrith book, at tlie xvTTitb chaptei', 

VIIL Upper. Here Antichrist beginneth to preacli a new doctriue and a new law. 

And that is the first way he deceives the world with the eloquence he 
possesses. And this also tells us the said Compendium, in the aerenth 
chapter. 

Lower. Here beguoneth Antichrist the second way with which he decdhres 
the world. That is, with great signs (wonders). He raises the stonn, and 
bids the sea rise and fall again. This also is told in the work Coinpendtttm, 
in the seventh book, in Uie ninth chapter : and also in the Gloss upon 

the Ajmcalypse. 

IX. Upper. Antichrist ImlIs the ^\itlieied tree to blossom and again U> become 
withered. Also he alters the nature of the air. This also htands written 
in Compendia Thcolw/iit. 
Lower. Antidiiist here paf<Hrms other miradee. He bids a giant rise out of 
an^; and a dtadd haiig<»i a thread; and a sta^^ spring from a stone. 
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X. Upper. Antichrist orderri the Jc w k to l)e marked ou their forehead and on 

the right hand 9& a sigu that they believe in him. This Btaads written in 
the Apocalypse of John in the seventh Compendium. 
iMwer, Antichrist sends forth his apostles to preach and aunounoe that he, 
tlie true <3od and Messiah was come upon eartii. And this is made 
known to all the wodd. 

XI. Upper. Here preacheth one of Antiehxist's ai»ostles to the king of Egypt and 

all hiR land. As it stands written in the Gloss upon Daniel, " That he 
at first shall hrmrf nnder him the three hereafter written kin^." 
Lower. AiKithei" of Auticluist's apostles preacheth to the kiiiy; of Libva and 
hi.s jHn>j»lu coneerninjr his God Messiaa, so that he l>e]irv«^ aa if He, the 
true Messias aud true Grod, had come down upon eaith. 

XII. Upper. Again, another of Antiehrisf s apostles preaches to the King of JBtiii- 

opia how tiie trae Mesaias and God hath oome upon earth» and that he 
should wholly believe in liinL 
Lower. Tet another of Antidurist's apostles preaches to the Queen of the 
Amazons, and the red Jews which Alexander the Great had shut up in 
the mountains of Caspia; and these Jews oome thence in the days of 
Antichrist, as St. Jerome deHerihes, 

XIII. Lpper. Yet another of Antichrist s apostles preaches to the Christians how 

the true CSod and Messias hath come upon earth; and thus his coming 
is announced to all CShristaanity, and also to all Jews and Heathens. 
Lower. Here b^nneth the grand mardh. of all the world and all the kmgs 
towards Antichrist^ in whom they are wiUing to betieve. First the Bed 
Jews revolt, and these do great harm to the world; and these Jews are 
named Gog and Mai^og, and their ten tribes; and the Queen of the 
Amazons also adheres to Antichrist. 

XIV. Upper. The K.iu<^ of Egv-pt, the King of Lybia, and the Kincr of .^ithiopia, 

come vdth muck ptx>ple to Antichrist, when to them he is anuounced and 
preached. 

Lowr. Antiehrist gives gold and ah^to all those who believe in him; and 
that is the third way he brings many to his side. This also stands in 

the Compendiutn Theologice. 

XV. Upper. Antichrist performs wonders and sorceries, and bids a column speak 

and give aii«r\vers to all who question it; and he does this hx the art of 
magic This also stands in the Compendium Theologies, in the seventh 
of Apocalypse. 

Zouwr. The King of Eg}i)t and the Eiug of i£thiopia» and all those who are 
in their countries, by command <^ Antichrist^ are marked on thdr tue^- 
Ikead and right haikd. 
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XVI. Upper. The King of Lybia is unwilling to believe in Antichiist, and bids 
him raise his father and mother from the dead. And this Antichrist does. 
And that is part of the fourth way in which he perverts the world, 
namely, with great signs. And this stands in the Compendium Theologue, 
in bode yn. chapter ix. 
Lovm. ' When the King of Ljbia and bis people are believera, Antichriirt 
bade tlie king and an his people to be maiked on the f<ttehead and rig^t 
hand. 

XVIL Upper. The apostles of Antichrist bring to their master all aorta of people^ 

priests, monks, ladies, lords, knights and squires, citizens, peasants and 
other churls, and all who will believe in him and his doctrine. 
Lower. Here are brought captive before Antichrist all th(^ who will not 
beUeve in him. 

XYin. Upptir, Anttdhiist eondemns all those who believa not in him to be mar- 
tyred with strange torturee^ sueh as had never been seen before; and 
that is the &st waj of his ptfvenaon. Thereof is written in the Com- 
pendium. 

Lower. These ppoj)le hide themselves for fear of the tortures; but hunger * 
drives them forth again. No one will let them buy unless they are 
marked with the sign of Anticlirist. Then one brother denounces the 
other, and one sister another. This says the Gospel. 

XIX. Upper. Here sitteth Antichiist in his supreme majesty, and raiseth liim- 

self above all god% and above all that to Qod beknogeth; and he aboaes 
Gk)d. This stands in the Compendium and in the Apocalypse. 
Lower. Antichrist commands the holy prophets EHm and Enoch to be put 
to death at Jerusalem; and there they lie for three days and a half un- 
buried. That no one shall dare bury tliem, this stands in the Apocalypse. 

XX. Upper. Teaciiersj become then worthless, and preach no Tuore. After this 

the holy prophets Elias and Enoch are awakene<i iroiu the dead by the 
angels of God; and this is heard of by those who slew them. In the 
Compendium Theologice. 
Lower, Antiohiist fitUs down as if he were dead, and aleepi bjthe deceit of 
soroery, so that all prinoes and nobles and the commonalty ima^pne him 
dead, and begin to lament and cry for their lord. 

XXI. Upper. AntiehrLst rises on the third day, and says to the princes and 

nobles atul tho ]i<K)ple, " See, I am true God and Man," and Uien they 
kneel down and adore hini. 
Lower. Antichrist, by the art of the Devil and magic, makes lire from 
heaven descend upon his disciples. These hereupon boasts and say they 

VOL. n. Q 
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are better than the disciples of Our Loid Jeeius Christ who received the 
Holy Ghost. 

(After tlti8»t1i6 cnte to tiie endyfire in number, occupy ea«h tho full paga) 
XXIL Antiathiirt caUs togetliflr all prinoM^ lords^ Ghiistiaiu^ lieatheni^ Jews, and 

all otiiera, who believe in him^aad 1»ds ihem comelio tiie Hovnt of OliveB 

and tells them lie wiU ascend into heaven. 
XXIXL Antichrist bids the devils to cany him up, when our Lord strikes him with 

a word from bis mouth, and pronounces the gloss npon the Apocalypse. 

chapter xm. : " Michael, strike him dead; I will no longer bear with the 

unjust. ' In Compendium Theolofftce. 

XXIV. Then the devils convey Antichrist to hell, where his first reception is from 

the Devil's oouncil and promptera. 

XXV. When Anttdixiat is dain, his servants say; we have neither God nor Lordj 

and live in sin, and aoo(»ding to the lusts of the fledL Still twenty-five 
days are allowed them for penlteaoft That is also written in the Com- 
pendiu. m Tli eolof/ke. 

XXVL When Autichrist liath finished his Ufe in all -svickcduess, and hath met \dth 
a bad end. then, at the command of God, slndl arrive the holy i>ro])liets 
Eliafe laid iiiuoeh, and they preach the Christian belief in the lauds wherein 
Antichrist hath reigned, and otmvert princes and hods and the people, 
that they all become Christians; and then thero will be one bdief, accords 
ing as Scripture says, "I^t vnvs pastor et unnm ovile:'* and therefore 
no one is safe against the coming of the Day of Judgment, when it shall 
be so feared that the peasant shall forget his plough and his cattle and his 
clothes, in the field, and fly home and be afraid, in the Day of Judgment 
upon the field. And Scriptui-e tells us tluit our Lord will shorten the 
day on account of his elect, lest perchance, through distress and fear, they 
turn again to the evil mbelief of the many. 



PLATE LXIV. THE NINTH LEAF. 

{From a (^iloured Copy of (he foUowwij Work, also in the Possesiion o/"Loitr Spexcer."/ 

QUINDECIM SIQNA EKTREMI JUDICII DIEM ril£C£D£NIIA. G£RMANIC£. 

Block-Book of Elstkv LsAvsa. — SmaVIhHo. 

This, forming a continuation of the preceding work, may ha\ c been issued suuul- 
taneondy, the whole makiog one vdume of tinrty-seven leaves, or probably thirty- 
e^t, one bdng blank. It comprises a series of fifteen wood-engravings, shewing 
"how, and in what msanex and f<n]n,{he fifteen signs precede the Day of Doom will 
heremafter tell you. Throii|^ the great and nn&thomable m^rcy, and the super- 
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abundant love which Ahiiighty God bears to all men, he hath ordained and decreed 
that these liereiiiafler written fifteen sij^s are to take place before the Day of Judrj- 
ment, according and as the teachers," etc. Thus are the words at the beginning of 
the text in the Old High Q«nnaa language (the ditdecfc of SiaonyX oocninniig on the 
tint page— 

OgM ftti liimacl^ ttpn,** etc 
This tex^ extending to thirty lki«a, indosed by a ^ 

The eeron* fbllowing leaves have, on the recto, each two designs^ with a few expla- 
natory lines of text beneath them. The ninth leaf is occupied by one large design, as 
given in our facamile. The last two leavea oonaiBt of two pages of tezt» the first 

commencing — 

" aid ba pud)er sagm unD sunDerlid) \a& pocti (ompnUKuin t^itoioit*' (sic), etc. 
The second condndiug — 

" diOj Hit spbm pisalimn huk ui latpnn. amm." 

The following enumeration of the en^n-aved ])age8 briefly describes the subject of 
the designs, being a literal translation of the text under each design. 
Lur 

L Thirty linos of text on the recto. 

n. Cjpper JSiih fed. tr^ m^n\ ist, f'f c. That the seashaUiiselbarty ells above 
all mountains, and appear to stand nj) like a wall. 

This, the first sign, is represented by the moimtains being lower than the 
sea-wall, with two men pointing to this miracle. 
Lower Svhject. DM tlttttr ftiiSnfK ^ ^Ehat the sea shall sink again so deep 
as to be vieible to no one, and tlie earth shall become withered. 

This second cdgn in the cut is shewn by two men conveimng; whilst a 
third is kneeling, looking into the gulph where the sea has disappeared. 
IIL Upper. OaS tint jrirftni, etc. That the inhabitants of the deep, and the wonders 
• of the sea, cry out, and look ]titeously towards heayen; but their cries 
and hujk.s are observed by no one Init God alone. 

To mark tliis the tliird sign, two men are apparently in conversation, 
whilsl a mermaid, a merman, and two sea-monsters, are approaching the 
shore, raiang tiieir cries to heaven. 
Lower. ^BiOf fefdifn, de. That the sea and all other watered great and 
email, shall bum with fire. 

Flames on the water, with three men on the bank in eomTersation, are 
meant to pourtray this fourth sign. 

* In describing the Spentser ropy, wanting thr list leaf of text (BiMioihci'a Speneeriana, vol. i. p. xxx), 
Ur. DilHlin erronconsly »tates that iiix leave* contain two subjects on each, and that two haTe only one. Accord- 
ingly he describes only fourteen designs imtead of Bftecn, luriiig omitted tlie Bote of the loniteeDtli rign, 
deacrihiiig the fifteenth in lieu thereoL 

G 2 
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Leaf 

IV. Upper. Dtt fitnft jeutrn, etc. That all ivees and plants sweat blood, and all 
birds assemble together on the fields, and drink and eat not whea they fear 
the coming of th(? upright judge, as it staiids thereof written. 

Two men in conTersation, with five species of birds, arc intended to con- 
vey the meauiug of this fifth sign. 
Lower^ Z>tt set^dt ;rttt)m, etc There Bhafl ariae a great, oniTersal earthquake, 
against vhidin^tlier men nor beaataoaiLstaiid: all moat fUl down. 

Two men and tiiree beasts, stretched on the ground, illustrate this aixtb 
sign* 

v. Upper. IDaS Stbcnt jririjm, etc. All buildings and trees Anil fall down when 
the storm strikes throughout the whole world, &om the rising of the sun 

until sunset. 

Two men standing with their handa raised in prayer, aud falling houses, 
one struck by lightning, vMdk is alsa ooming fsaai the donds, depict tliis 
seivcmth sign. 

Jmm^ Das a^ pii^ etc. That all stones shall fyup into fhoair, andstrike 
together so as to break into pieces. Therefrom a great noisa Yrt no one 

knows it but God alone, and people fly unto holes and hide themselves. 

Two men partially sheltered by caves, with the legs of a third person pro- 
ti-uding from another, and afawu running for safety, w:hilst stones are flying 
in the air, denote the eighth sign. 

VI. Upper. Oas imint |CUt)en, etc. The people shall return from the mountains and 

eaves, and go about as if they werosenseleas, and ehall be unwilling to speak 
one to the other; and tiie vild beasts shall become so tame as to approaeh 
mimkind. 

Three men with their heads turned different ways, having a stag; a Hon, 

and a porcuj inr f r f ompanions, represent this ninth sign. 
Lower. jDaS jrijcnt jridjcu, (U: That all gravea shall open of themselves from 
the rising of the sun until the going down of the sun, and the dead shall 
arise from the giuves, bo that the hving see them. 

Two men turning away from two akeletans ziBen, whilst a third is rising 
from the graven deairij mark this tenth ^gn. 

VII. Upper. J>dA Ifift ^di^ ele. That the stars shall M from heaven, and give 

Ibrth flames of fire, by which they purify themselves. And again it will 
become white and clear, and people shall cry out in great finighl^ and ran 
away, and neither eat ntjr drhik. 

Seventeen falling stars, w ith tiames proceeding from each, and two men 
running away to tlio right, represent the eleventh sign. 
Lower. Pa£i ;torlft ^rtctien, etc. The living men die that they may rise with 
the other dead. Also aU Urds and all beasto die with them. 
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Lur 

A dead man and a djiog man, mth tiiree dead bearte, aie emblematic 

of the twelfth sign. 

VIIL UppfiT. C>as ftrrpjefjetUJ }ti^im, ^tr. That the firmament of heaven and all the 
eai'th are burnt, intermingled one with the other. 

The beaten in. flamee^ amd tiie earth giving £brtli fire, repreaeat tbii Hiir* 
teentb sign. 

Lwoer. Datf M(Q«|enai icCdkn. tie, Ibat the whole eavth» iritli all mountaiikB 

and hills, shall be thrown down, and be made straight aqd plain. 
This fourteenth sign is quaintly and symbolically represented by leaving 

a Hank s'pnrf whcrc the woodcut ought to be. 

IX. £?ii0 fuiittiri)rnQ unD lft;t ^ririjm, etc. That heaven and earth shall be renewed, 

and all mankind shall hse together, at the sound of the trumpets which are 
blowing. 

Two angela^ eadi blowing a trumpet^ with fhe blessed (three males and 
a female) riring firom their graves; a diapel in flames, wher^ two personB 
at the porch, and a skeleton at a baek window, and a monk lying on his 
face, in a grave, in the foreground, denote the fifteenth and last sign that 

ahall precede the Day of Judi^ment. 

This we have given in facsimile, pi. lxiv., and being coloured, it conveys 
a very correct representation of the peculiarly rude manner in which 
ruauy of the copies of the early Block-Books are decorated. 

X. Page of teat 
XL Page <^ text. 

Li describing the two warki^ Hdnecken (pp. 864^ etc.) has evidently eoosidered 
than to have fiumed one puhlioataon, and also that the derigns are engraved in a 

superior manner to those in the Cemltica Canticorum. '* Les figures." (he states) 
" quoique toujours d'un gout gothique, son cependant dcssin^s avec plus d'intelh- 
^rence, aussi la p-a\nire n'est-elle pas si grossi^re que celle des catUiquea." This 
[K)iiit we are content to leave to the judgment of our readers, at the same time 
observing, that they appear to be the work of the ordinary cardmaker. As regards 
their having been published at the same time, and as one work, such may have been 
the case; and, the fiiet of our describing than as separate works does not affect the 
questiaiL 

nunigh not at all indined to ccnncide with the ofdnion of Dr. Dibdin that the 
two works were issued so early as "circa 1430," yet we consider them to have 
preoe<led by many years the edition mentioned by Heinecken (pp. 391-2) in the 
Public Libraiy at Ootha, as thus communicated to him by M. Le C'onseilier SSchiaeger. 
" L'Exemplaire qu'on voit dans la Bibliuthequs de Gotha sert encore de temoignage, 
que noa peiutres de cartes ont continue, long terns apr^ I'invention de la typographic, 
de pubtier des oavrages grav& entifemnent en tabiea de bma CSefete ^tion de 
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I'Entkrist, gravc-e par un aiiti-e artiste, contient les memes representations que la 
premibre, excej)tL' le sujet ; oil le pfere de 1' Antichrist recherche sa fille en marifiL^e, 
que le nouvel editeur a omis. Le livre commence pareillement : )^\Z l^rtt fiiri) an 
bon Urn Cntitttt gmmnnai, eta, et k la fin de ce teste r^teur dit: "Der iung' 
Iwni^ ycOlinalrr (at ttf 9114 |v mic w flecg o /|f "tA^/^^ff*" UJw^homutpeiHin de 
eartet a eeUvnaNwemberg, aaaia av4Hr ajont^ ell a deseni^ oa grav^ on eenlememt 
impdm^ cet ouvragc. Cependant il est imprimd, comme le pr^o^ent, sur xax cot6 
dn papier par le fi-otton, contenant 19 feuilles, qui ne sont qu'un seul cahier, telle- 
ment, que la premiere imaj^e a etc irnprimee avec la 38"', ensuite la 37 ' avec la 
seconde, etc. L'ordre des planches diftert; aussi de la premiere edition, et pour (pie 
le relieui' ne se trompe pas dans 1 arrangement, on trouve sur la raaige de chaque 
ftnille vne lettre de I'alphabet, qu'on voit eqiendant k pdne quand le Ume est leBft. 
Bens Fexenq^lajre dont je parle, quelques images eoiit enlumiii^ mais pas toatee." 

Witii the JSfpeneer oofj of the Mmdhritt is bound up an impolBot oopj (oom- 
priidng twelve leaves) of another and later edition, the deso^ptiion being in moveable 
type and printed on both sides. The subjects are the same, but occasionally 
differently designed. It is probably the same edition as that notioed by Heineoken, 
p. 393, a copy of which he met with at Frankfort. 

In this later edition the designs are all reversed, and as the volume is t^uite of 
as raie ooounence as the Block-Book, we give the annexed &csimile in wood of the 
deaign of the same aalgeo^ together with its deeoiq^Te tezt^ as ooonrs hi the upper 
part of oar Plate ixm. 

Dtr GniidMi^ Yk>tTt gebo^ m nner (^at gemntSTofftblbitoir.e 
lOi^ttxxmnailcr vntngcntvtit) bofi)<(tvol» Wctmoerliifettvt 
all f 9 fm mimigen oar iu*1DitD t>a8 tvcpf^ &ae bucb/Das Cakdd 
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FIFTH EDITION. 



PLATE LXV. THE FIRST PAGE. 
ilhm m Odbvrtd Copy lately in tk* ZArarf al Siowx HoviB, BucxiMOBAinaiiis. 



Block-Book or Foatr-noar Lbatm, or Evobatbd Faov.— AMa8JUii». 

Thb pa^ In ibis editi<m. are divided into four gatheiini^ of six sheets or twelve 
teavei^ yn&i a nqg^ alphabet in capitala^ as ngnaturee (see Plate til, toL 1), where 
they are given in fae^nJle^ fiill axe, those in the TMb bdow being xeduoed. The 

impressions have been taken off by friction, and the ink in moat copies is almost bhtek. 

The following Table shews tlie order of taking off the iniprc-ssions, and gives the 
text of tlie first few wonb of one of the compartments of each eograved pag^ with 
the contractions. 



FIRST GATHERING. 




tAWt. 


mci. 


ni-BJItiT. 






CMIItt ab ydoln 




1 




Qiurtiis«igl'» 


12 


Trahamtis lohanc 




2 


B 


Pnnms angclus 


11 




Per has ni. eccat 




S 


€( 


Apcio septum tigilh 


10 




Pw vii. luqMite 




4 




▼idi qaatnor MigdlM 


9 


c 


Sancttis lolirs flebnt 




5 




Aj'itio quti sijjilli 


8 




A|icio pnroi iigtUi 




6 


x> 


A{>cio tercii si£illi 


7 


SECOND OATHEEINO. 


cr 


Angelas abadon 




13 




4* banc bcstuua 


24 




Bt Imant lagdm 




14 




Inttaa ett draco 


23 


Caude eqooru 




15 




di-uco est djalioln 


22 




£t lacebut corpa 




16 




date aunt 


21 


X 






ir 






20 




9 HflinQ anglm 




18 




£t MM draco 


19 






THIBD OATHBBINO. 




5» 


£t vidi aliii hcttS 




96 


/ 


Et veit Tout 


3G 


£t facict oin« 




26 


£t septimu^ an^^'i 


33 


o 


Et vidi alteram 




27 


Et sextut angelm 


84 




£t angelia HCHtM 




28 




Et q'rtii* agis 


33 




£t ndiet occe 




29 




Et aecundus aagefaM 


82 




Et ndi aliud 




30 




Et ndi post 


81 


FOUKTH GATHERING. 


cr 


£t po«t hec uidi 




87 




Bctttua tohe'a 


49 




£t mx. de thnnio 




88 




StnltiM hnP nGdi 


47 




£t dixit m<clii 




39 




£t dixit michi 


46 




£t ndi Tiiii angelii 




40 


> 


£t oudtt Ducbi 


43 








41 




Btcsonhaf* 


44 




EtTldlMdH 




42 


X 


Bt d]r>lMiiiia qm 


48 
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This edition is placed by Heiiiccken, p. 331, etc., as the firxt edition, tlioiigh he lias 
assigned no reason whatever for so considering it, increh' observing that he diflfered 
from Maittaire and mauy others as to the book itself jn-eceding the Bihlia Panpemm, 
an opinion perfectly correct, if he grounded it upon the design of this edition, of 
whieli he attttefl^ p. 348, " Le deasin et la gBaviire Bomfc faien infonae^ on ne peat pas 
en dieoonvenir. Maittaire et plumeuxs autreB croieat par oette laison, que c'^it le 
premier ouvia^ qui eftb paaed sons le rauleaii, pour en lUre on livrB. Maie la 
groari^gtettf de la taille, je le repdte, ni mSme celle dee caracfc&res, n'ert rien moiiui 
qu'une preuve sili'e de I'anciennetd. Aussi ne peut-on rien prouver par les onvrages 
relics dans uu ni&mc volume ; il s'ensnit seiilement, quo ces ])ieces se debitoient 
ensemble clu^z un lueme enhimiiieur, et que peut-etre Tin nieme cartier h^s avoit 
imprim^. L'aitiste, qui en a fait le deasin, et le graveur en bois, peuveut 6tre 
toujours des penoDaee diff^rente& CTeet k oauee de oette dif&vence dans le deeain, 
oil regno plus de naiT^ et d'ezpresmen, que Je place rApoca^rpc^ la Bible 
des PauTraB." 

By the above extract it is very evident Heinecken selected as the first editions 
of the several Block- Books those which appeared to him to be the moHt coarsely 
executed, both as regards the dcKig^ii and engraving ; in the same way as Meerman, 
Anskedy, and De Konint^, at^iing from the more unskilled ajipearance of the 
working of the text and bad impressions of the designs of the second Dutch edition 
of the Speculum, considered that edition to have preceded the other three. We, on 
the eontraxy. haye in all instanoee Tentored to place, as the ftrst editicms, thoee 
vhidk^in ourhnmUe <^nion,are the most commendable aswoiks of ar1ii,apart from 
all other circumstancee in favour of theur priority. 

Hbv &r the facaimDe given by Heinecken (eat 9) oonTeys a correct idea of the 
work, we must leave our readers to determine on comparincr it vAih. ours. The whole 
series of engraved pages (.litfer.s altogether in design from any of the preceding editions, 
and appeal^ to have been the entire work of the Fonhnchneuier or Kartemruic/ur, and 
little superior to the style in which the greater part of the wood engravings illustrating 
the books funnted in Qennany towards the dose of the fifteenth eentuxy are ezeeated. 

Few cofnes of any of the editions of this work are in so perfect a state as to 
enaUe us to dedde upon the mode and <»der adopted in taking cff Uie impreBsiona 
firom Hir I )]<>-ks. The sheets, in most of the copies we have seen, have been divided^ 
mounted, placed on guards, ];a^ted together, or bound ap withoat any regard to the 
order in which they were originally published. 

The Stowe copy of this edition, however, happened, most fortunately for our 
researches in these interesting tyi>ographiccil iniuutiai, to be in a most perfect and 
original state: at once elocidatlng a point upon which Heineoken appears to have 
been mistaken. The oopy in qneslion had been reboond; and a% in so doang, tiie 
Innder had ndsplaoed fimr of the pages^ we did not hesitate to take the work ont of 
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itf! i-ebinding, and rejilacc ihv j)n,^e9 in tlieir correct order: the pages then, as 5t \vor« 
luiM hanieally, of themselves tbrtniug four gatherings of six sheets or twelve leaves, 
instead of three gatherings of four sheets or eight leaves, as state<l by Heinecken* 

Not having seen in an unbound, or perfect state a copy of the edition we consider 
to be the JlrH of the work» we cannoti, as that edition has no letters by way of signatnrea^ 
oorrectlj dedde in what order the impressions takoi off from the blodcs were intwded 
to be arranged. Uie pages in the editions with a double alphabet^ pkced bj ns as 
the scc'jikJ and third, were taken off on one aide of the sheet, so that, when folded, 
tliey faced each other. By this process they could be pasted together, as in mostly 
the case in copies of the various Block-Books; and thus they formed a book of 
engravings witljout any l>laiik pages intervening. In the edition placetl by us as the 
fourUt, the impressions were taken oti' su as to fonn three gatherings of eight sheets or 
fflzteen leaves^ and were also printed on one side of the paper. Fhun tiiese facts we 
cannot bat come to the conclusion that each engraving fbrmed a separate bloclc, 
unless, indeed, page 1 and page 16 were engraved on the same Moek, and so on in 
the order of the sheets, a drcnmstanoe not very probable. 

The plan, however, adopted in taking off the impressions in t/iis ihc fifth edition 
is altogether different from that in the earlier editions of the work. This edition ip. 
as before stated, divided into four .i:atluring.«j of twelve leaves each. The first and 
twelfth desipiis are printed nii the same sheet, in such a manner tliat, when the sheet 
is folded, each imprecision is on the reverse of tlie leaf, thus shewing tlie tmjfOKsibility 
of the two engravings having been obtained from one and the same block, if taken 
off at the same time: nor was itpracticablej witiiout dividing the sheets, to paste the 
blank pages togetiier. This arrangement of the pages appears to have been adopted 
in order that a blank page might face each design, whereon the posses^soi (»f the 
volume might write descriptions of the design. Several copies shew this to have 
been done almost contemporaneously with the publication of the wni k. For instance, 
the copy of this edition in the Iiiiperiid Lihrnry at Paris is so illustrated; as are also 
the Bfitisit, Mmtiiin, and Bodleian copies of tlie fourth edition. , 

It now only remains for us to notice the several copies of this edition which, as 
far as we are aware, ezisb in this country. That from whidi our facnmile is tak^ 
was fbxmerij in the coUeetion of books fonned by the CSardinal de Brienne, and pro- 
duoed» at the sale of that libnuy, 330 francs. It afterwards became the property of 
the Duke of Buckingham, and was sold at the dispersion of the celebrated Stowe 
collection, in WelUngton-street, January 1849, for £91, when it passed into the library 
of Jnbn Dunn Gardner, Es<].: at the sale of whose collection of i ju'e books, in 1854, 
the volume was seoui-ed for the British Museum for the sum of £160. It may probably 

* " Mais ici Ics huit prrmii-rps foiiillcs sVncartonncnt Ics uncs clann Ics autrcii, rt fornicnt, reunie* I'Utemblr, 
k premier cahicr, le ^uel e«t fuiTi de deux auUes pareilc, chacuo de bait feuilles." — HnneclcM, p. 

VOL. II. a 
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be considered as the finest copy in existence^ notwithstanding the engravings have 
all been coloured. 

A copy was, some few years since, in the possession of Mr. Barclay ; but whence 
it was obtained we know not We mudh regjret tbat our rqieated applications to 
inspect that irdnme ham proved luuneoenaAiL 

A ocdonxed copy, with the impresnons taken off in Uaok ink, was brought into 

tins country in 185% and was purchased by the Curators of the Bodldan Library. 
The impressions appear to have been taken off from the blocks w hen in n rm/ perfect 

■s-fntc. the borders exhibiting scarcely <iny breakages The sheets, ho^vever, have been 
unl'oi-tunately divided, and the pages cut close to the engra\ing, the whole presenting 
the appearauce rather of a series of engravings than of an ordinary book. 
The Meriy copy sold Ibr £42; the YveAmm copy for S40 florins. 
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PLATE LXV*. THE SECONX> PAGE. 

At p. 15, not€, iii the present volume, we expressed our resret at not lia\nTig 
been permitted the opportunity of presenting to our readers an impression from the 
abore^nentioiked original wood-block of one of the editions of the Apocalypse. We 
are much gratified in being now enaUed to do 80> and at the aame time of 
lecarding another instance of tiie confiding manner in which, through the kind 
recommendation of the late Hr. Appleifard, Lord Splicer acceded to oar request; 
a request we again urged in consequence of finding that the block was one of a 
sfrips not described by Hcinccken or any bibliographer. The block bears evidence, 
in the many breakajjes, of having l >een iniicli used. 

We ai'e at a loss to iiccouut I'ur the uii.^atisl'aci(»ry manner in whicli tlte autlior of 
the BihUoUieca Spenceriana introduced the impression from the block to the notice 
of his readers. He could not have tai^n the tnniUe of ever looking at it with the 
-view of asoertaining whether it was of a known edition. He se^ns to have 
regarded it solely a« an opportunitf of adding another engraved illustration to his 
work, nit rely noticing that the block was presented to Lord Spencer by the late 
Mr. Astle*. 

With the exception of the edition placed by us as the first of the work, the 
pages in all the othera bear signatures. It is to be observed also, that, in the 
engraved page given, a space is left between the designs, whereas in all the other 
editions w© have seen, a single line divides them. Very different also is the style of 
the engraving. It more resembles that of the fourth edition than any other. The 
formation of the letters in the insoriptionB^ though a littie thinner, is very much the 
same; and its character is very like to that in the inscriptions of plate Lxvm. from 
an unknown edition of the SitUa Fauperwn, of particularly oooTBe design, and 
of evidently late execution. 

At p. 40 we have stated that the 8tow€ copy of the fifth edition of the Apoca- 
I/jpse is now in tiie l>ritisli Museum. Such is not the case, though at the period of 
its siilu, iu lt>54, we were led to believe that Mr. Boone had purchased it for the 
National Libraiy. 

At the sale of what was stated to be the library of " J. R CSievaiier de Beaim," 
sold in Paris in 1855, there appeared a ooloured oopy of an ^tion of the Apoca- 

* From a note at Uie close of tome maauicript memoranda accompanying Lbc block, wc learn that it " vas 
iammAj the pi o p eity of Ifr. Joaeph Abm ; afkarwuda of Sir PtAer Thompaoa, Kn^jlrt, from whom it came to 

Ills nephew. Major Thompson, of tlic Surrey militia, who presented it to Mr. A, fA<.tle) about t« cnty-fix-e year* 
ago, Feb. IT, 1799." It is noticed by Mr. A«Ue ia. his waik on tlie Origin and rrogre»s ol° Writing, pp. 

vol.. 11, B* 
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Iffpse (No. 1577 in. the sale catalogue), to tlie description of wliich was noted, 

"Heinecken ne cite pas cette edition, tpii est f" /<hi<? nnrienne dr tons." It was 
purchased for M. Pioche, a banker at Pnris, f(ir t),(M)() francs! Through the kindness 
of that gentleman we are in possession of pencil tracings of the first and last pages 
of the copy*, which we believe to be the edition particularly noticed by us at 
]^ 84-5 of oar finrt volume. It is that which Qeioeoken named as **rSdiiio» de 
Goiwie" an edition irhich he appears to have thou^ mig^t have preceded all the 
others, though he had previously looked upon that which we place as the as 
being " la plus anciennc et veritablenient tapremii^n-'^-f. The edition appears to UStO 
have been designed from that placed by us as the Ji/th edition, and, accordingly, we 
venture to ]i1ace it as the sixth of the work. We further observe, that, in the now 
J'lochr copy, the two word^! after "i-.rjjlor'i/iUs," in the inscription to the lower 
division ol the first page, are omitted, cousequeutly, if such oniioHiuus ai*e of 

frequent oeeorrsnce in the other inscriptions throughout the edition, they will tend 
to strengthen our <^kini(m in reapeet to its having been of a subsequent period. 
Jadgmg ftom our tracings^ the execution of the dengns and the inscriptions bear a 
very close resemblance to the impression firom the wood-block in the possession of 

Lord Spencer. 

We much regret that we are unable to give a fae-pimile from the edition quoted. 
The tracings we have received from the Pioche coyy are not s\itheicutly accurate in 
all their minutije for that purpose. We had relied on receiving a correct fac-simile 
of the first page from the copy in the collection of M. Weigel; but in this we have 
been disappointed, owing to the business avoeations of that gentlemen, as he 
informs us, jn^venting his attending to such matters, and his inability to find a fit 
artist to execute it. See the letter of M. Weigel at the close of our observations 
in our first volume upon his unique relic of an edition of the HiaUma CrueU. 

*• We km <litit the vclwBe wliea mUI vm Uie proper^ of M. Troaa, « bookadner «t FlMna> wtm obtained it 
from ^I. T. O. Wpi^el of Ldpno, it beix^ m dnplictte vagy firom hii Toy CTtrMrt i Miy and extenuTe zylo* 

grapliicEtl collections. 

t On lefeieDoe to oar ennnieration (ToiL L p. 25) of the pages of that edition (takfln fiom the work of 

Hcincclfn, f5fif>-T0), it is seen that pns;^ 4fi ii markftl as having two letters, z.z., as si{niafiii-P!>!. In the 
traciug of tiie iast, the 4Slh page, lately forwarded to us, wc find the same letters, consequently there tnuKt 
lie ■ome mktake on thfi put of HrinedEen, or die edition is not the taoM. 
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PLATES LXVI. AND LXVII. THE FIBSX AND LAST PAGES. 

(AwM m MMalNirctf Oifgfnm the Library of ihc lai>' i ba AVii.son*, of NovwDOIl, Svbbbt, Em)., 

iMW M (A« CoUeetim of LuKD Vbrnow.) 



6ix)cs>BooK or Fomt Leave* ob Ekgratbd Pages. — SmM IbHt. 

As in tlie other editiuas of this work, tlits impresiisioua have been takeu otf by 
Motion, in pairs, or single shectsf. on OM aide Ofnly, so that when folded the designs 
fkce each other, leaying tbe recto of tlie oxie» and the rerene of the otho; blank; 
thua enabling the blank paige^ as in the eaae <rf the Mode-Books generallj, to be 

pasted togetlier. 

Our facsimile of the first page of this edition was taken some years ago, when the 
volume was in the possession of Mr. Lea Wilson. From the memoranda we then 
made of the variations in the (lesij2;n of some of the paj^es of the other editions, we 
believed the edition to correspond with that in the Bodleian Library, placed hy us 
as the sixth edition of the waA (see VoL L p. 64). Being desirous of ascertaining 
the correctnesB of onr opinion, ve obtained, through the fcindneea of ICr. Boone of 
Bond-streetk the loan of the copy horn the lAbraty of Lord Vemon (to wh<»n Mr. 
Fidcering had sold it)> in <»der that the two volumes might be compared. The result 
of this examination shewed that we w^ wrong in considering the two editions as the 
same. 

The ji^cater portion of the engraved j)ages in the Wilson copy are <-lo:'^r but 
coarae coj)u^.s of those iu Bodltuaii co\)\\, thougli exhibitinj]^ some slight ilif^'ereuces, 
of which the following are the most prominent, and may serve for future reference: — 

• On the dcceue of Mr. Wilson the volume wa» told bjr the Auaiiy to Mr. Pickering, previous to which it 
WM €iitnuted tp aty CMe for the piiipq>e of hitynig thft ft ciii n i l e of the jBrrf page taken. At tbKt time the psges 

were all iiiuuudjd on thick p.iprr ; but thcyli.ivc siiict- lucn cut close, iiilaiil. and bound up in morocco. In di-inij 
this, the binder biu pressed all the leaves ; and the result has been, that the utiul marka caused by the friction 
at the backs of the page* hare been obliterated. The fiKsimile of the last page haa been made after the volume 

became the projjtTty uf Lord A\ ri]uu. 

f Not having seen a copy in an unbound state, we must presume that such was the arrangement of the 
leaTca, aa no Other edition of tbe .Btftfia Pcmperum, printed in tethering*, has ^et been foani. 

X In order to s.itisfv nivsclf nn this pnint,! fnru .ir ilt d copy to the lintriciiin I.ilir.irv, when, .iftcr a cirr. 
ful examination, page bj page, thcBcv. Dr. BiUidiuel,on returning the volume, infonned me, "it is mt certainly 
fioin tbe emm blocks an mm^ bat decidedly cojiitd fren oon.'* & Ldf^ S. 
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Paoc 

I. 9* Under-part of canopy, in centre subject, is solid, as also scnne of the 

ground or pavement; also the solefi of the shoes of Gideon, on the 
leiY All the portions of deecriptive text are enclosed by liDes, {see fac- 

siinilf). 

II. b. Tlie liorns of the cow on the left are solid. The texts are also withtu lines. 

III. t. Parts of the baok-^^und in each sul^ect are solid. The text of the upper 

oompartmfint only is mthtn lines, 

IV. t. Parts of the back-groimd on right and left nde are «oft^. The upper text 

aiao r» vithin lines, after which the texts ii> the upper parts of all the 
pages are, as in the previous editions, imiiu loeed at lower part. 

xni. lu Left tree in rif^ht centre subject oi different form, more like the foliage of 
a cabbage than a true. 

XXXII. m. One of the two trees and the mountain, in the back -ground of the left 
centre design, are omitted. Some buildings in the back-gi'ouud of the 
light centie design, and the three trees, are differenUy placed. 

On minTitely comparing every j)ortiou of the various designs, we have no doubt 
that many other tliftpr(>noes would be discovered: < 1 i tferences, however, tliat do not 
alter our opinion that this edition is a dv^e copy, though not, in the fullest meaiiing 
of the term, a facsimile, of the edition in the Bodleian Library, as stated vol i. p. 65. 

If this had been the only edition of the BMia Pauperum, we should have at 
onoe sgreed with Hdneeken as to the work itself being the production of a very mfe- 
rior arUat. We are, however, unable to trace in this edition any nmilarity of its 
design to the school of Martm Sehoen ^chongauer), whose numerous and beautiful 
engravin<::fR on copper place him among the earliest uiid most eminent enjrravers of 
Gemianv. ( >n tlie almve points, Heineckeri (]>. 31)")) iil)serve,s: "Quand on examine le 
dessin de cto tigiuu.s avec des yeux connoisseursi, ou decuuvre, qu'il regne ce goftt 
lourd et gothique des premiers dessinateurs et peintres AUemands, do Iccolc deaqucls 
est sorU Martin JSehoen." 

In forming a correct opinion of the miant <tf the designs in the early editions of 
the Block>Boak8» it is absolutdy requisite that we should fall heudk upon the iin|»es- 
sions from the blocks at their fii -^t issue. Our observations at p. 21 respecting the 
imjiressions of tlie nmoiiard and British Mtrsenm coj)ies of the Ars Morimdi, parti- 
cularly exemplity tliis point; as do alwn mir remarks nn the designs of i\\Q Speculum, 
vol. i. )». 177. It would be presuniptudus in us to suppose that our hypothesis in 
re:>j)ect to the order of the publication of tlie several editions we have enumerated in 
our preceding volume (p. 63), wQl be received as correct; more particularly when 
there must always be much divera^ of opinion in respect to works of art, inde- 
pendent of the great difficulty of coming to any certain conclusion by comparing the 
editions. We have stated our reasons fbr considering the Inglis copy of the BMia 
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Pauperuvi as an impression from the first engraved series of desioiis, pfroundin^' t imt 
opinion (vol i. p. 61) not merely upon the n:eneml delicacy of the ciesiLTTi and the 
moi-e perfect appearance of the engraving, but also upon the fact, that the whole series 
of those designs is of an unifoim cbiuracter, as well as on the circumstance of the 
second edition be^og made up of iminresBkmB taken from the aame Uodai when more 
worn, and from other blocks probably rwut from the same deedgns. 

The edition under pteeent oonndfiiwtion is that placed hy Heineoken as the 
of the five editions of the work which he enumerates, though at the same time, in so 
designating it, ho observes (p. 306): "II faut Itien, ini urie de cos editions ait dte la 
premiere. Cependant ni inoi, iii personne, ne pourra dire avec certitude laquelle le 
i\M. Si je les range Tune ayires I'auti-c, c'cst jxnir en fair voir hi (iifferencc, ot je coii- 
fesse boiinement, que jo ne connois pas ni I'originai ni 1 epoque de toutes les cinq. ' 

We do not hesitate to pronounce this edition to be the Uui of those 4^ similar 
design which we have as yet met with. Our fkcsimileB of the oth^ editions have 
been executed with the greatest eare^ and we therefore leaire our readers to form 
their own opinion as to their originality of deingn and merit as engravings. 

In our facsimile of the last page (plate lxvii) from this edition, it will be seen that 
there nrr defects in the upper part of tlie ri^iht hand border, and also a slight lireak- 
age of tl)e border dividing tlie ceutru and lower designs. Now, in llie engraving 
given by Ileiuecken as a facsimile (p. 293, pi. 6), the same breakages, though more 
slight, occur ; thus proving that the impression in the copy from which he obtained 
his fiiewmile was fimn the aame series of wood blocks as were used for the impres- 
sions of the copy described by u& 

Tha« Is one dreumstance^ howerer, whidi ire must not omit to notice \ namely* 
a difl'erence exists in the mea,surement <tf the two pages of our faeslmiles and of that 
given by Heinecken. Those given by us are nearly a quarter of an inch wider and 
one-third of an inch longer than his. Wc arc positive as to the correctness of our 
fascimiks as i cgards their dimeusious. The plan we ndopted to ascertain the exact 
con-espondence in all respects of the copy with the original was by having, before the 
tmpres^ons were wo^ed from the ston^ (me taken off on tracing pajjcr, and then 
placing it over the original, and seeing that it coindded in every part It U, howevo; 
certainly tme^ that in some cases, owing to the paper having been ivetted previously to 
printing, the impressions have been found to have shrunk a little, as particularly 
noticed by us in VoL L p.49, in respect to our facsimiles of the Inglis copy of the Biblia 
I'riifpn-im when compared with the orij^nais in the Ga^fnat eopj in the British. 
Museum. 

Having f^tated that thr measuix'Uieut of the two pages we have given from this 
work corresponds exactly with the original, while a few others of our facsimiles* are 

* I'be Irifliog diffiereuca that maj be found, occur only ia those facNinilet whicb were mmle roimjr years 
a(p>, wbcB tL work o! tuch exteot u tbe prewnt inn sot coatemplaled. 
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somewhat contracted, we here mention, that, not being able on first noticing the 
fact to account for these differences, we addressed a note to our present lithographic 
printer, whose mffy, as ibUowa^ fiilly explains the cause. 

London, July 20tb. 1859. 

" Sir, — With respect to the shrinking of the paper upon which the facsiiuiicii 
firom the Blodc-Books^ etc., are printed, I can account for it by the damping, which 
causes the sheet to opand, in which state it reoeiTeB the impresaion; and in the 
snbeequent process of drying the shrinking takes places 

" All thi^ however, is obviated fay the plan we now adop^ of printing upon dry 
paper, as esemplified in the proo& just handed to you. 

** I r^sin. Sir, yours obedieDtly, 

"C. G.MADELer" 

After the above information, we took pardcnhur care to have all the iinprcsaions 
of oar fiuaimilea worited off on dry paper. 



PLATE LXVIH. 

IHE NIA'TH PAGE OF THE BIBLIA PAUPERUM. 
{Rom a WMd-m^rming m mir Poi$mHm.} 



Among our cdlections, formed with the view of illustratiog the various editions of 
the Block-Booka^ we have an impreadon of a wood engraving of the ninth page of 
the B^Ua Pat^pemmt of whidi our plate la an exact &08imile. 

We are imable to discover of what edition it i& The engraving in our 

possession is evidently intended to represent some original All we can state is, 
that if an edition does exist, engraved throuijhout in the same style as that from 
which our facsimile is taken, it must present tlie most grotesque sei ies of wood 
eugiavings on this subject that could well he designed. It may have been engraved 
as an illustration for some work on the Block-Books ; if so, it is as ri<liciilou8 as the 
engraving from the S^Ua Fauperum given as a *'/cM?tw»«to" in the >i ^ I 'jHcdui of 
Literary and T^pographicci Aneedetes, p. 94, by C. ff. Timperleyt HDOocxt.in. 
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FULTE LXIX. THE FIBST PAGE. 
(#tiMii «M tm e^u md Ctfjf m A* LUrmf cftk* Cowtbmt at WoLrsxBvnit.*.) 



BiACK'BooK or Fknr Lsatbs <« Enokatbd 'P^n.-^mi^ litUo. 

Of this edition we are vmHate to do more than to givea£gu»uiule of the ilwwiiaile 
given bj Heinecken» wliicih appears to have been executed iritb greater care than 
moet of those to be found in lua work. fiOaiaGnmile^ however, is printed in black ink, 
while 01118 is in brown, which will more resemble the original, as Heinecken states it 
to be so printed. 

To pronounce this edition to be tlie work of a totally tliffereut school and of 
a different character from tliose which we have a.ssignt'd to Holhmd or the Low 
Countries, would, without a facsimile, have been \ery unsatisfactory. That such, 
however, is the caae, no one will doubt ; aud. we veiy much suspect, that, if we could 
obtain the watermarks of the paper used Ibr the oopy of the work, they would also 
be found to be of a different ohaiaoter from those used in the paper oi the e(titi<»i8 
assigned to Holland. 

Mr. Ottlcy, like ourselves, could only form an opinion as to this edition from the 
facsimile given by Heinecken. It differs not only in the number of engraved pages, 
which is increased to fifty, but also in the composition of the sulijects, which Mr. 
Ottley considers " were desisrned by an artist of a very diffei ent and inferior school ; 
and are in a style not very uidike the more Gothic productions of Israel Van Meek. 
They are engraved, however, with great neatness of execution, and the characters in 
Ihe inscriptions are better toxmed, and eat with more predsion than those of former 
editions ; and I should judge this editi<m to be considerably more recant^f . 

Heinecken arranges it as the ^Ih edition of the woik, with the annexed observ- 
ation, p. 309: "Cette (Edition est sfiremcnt d'un autre dessinateur et graveor, 
exe'cutc'e avec plus de finesse, mais imprim^ comme les pr^edentes, k la manibre 
des cartes h, joner, trllomcnt, qu'on s'aperroit de Timpression an dos, qui est blanc. 
L'encre, qui est pale, ressemble k la detempre, et chaque feuille fait son cahier." 

* Heinecken states this to be the only copy of this edition he lud aeen : "EUe doit (tn Uett nre,|HtreeqHe 
je B'em ai pd d^uvrir pr^Mnt aucua autre." — ^p. S16. 

t Origin of Engnmi^, tdL L p* ^'1- 
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To this Heinedcm Jhdds in a iiote» *' Uaugmeatatioii des faiiUes dans lea livres 
d'imagea, ntdt qu'elles sont i^out^ la denote sibienient une Edition posfc^rieure. 
Mais, si I'augmentatim fi^t paati« du si;get mime, et si les piiboe» ajout^es sont 

esscutioUes k I'histoire, il reste toujoTirs rlouteux, lorsqu'il n'existe point d'autre 
indice, si line telle edition n'est pas anterieure. 11 se peut qn'on en ait pt nlu des 
planche?* : il se pent aussi, qu'on en fait de nouvelles. Les rouleaux, qu'ou trouve 
eu plus grand nouibre dans cette edition, et la couleur jiAle de riinpression, tavorisent 
son antiquite. Mais la forme deu lelires, et la tineeide de la gravure, HemUeui deuoter 
le oontniireL" 

The IbUowuig emunwation of the engravings shews the additional subjects in 
this edition. 



!• ]St< Sicut tjiiii'i rosiim geuuit. 

The Birth of the Virgin. 
8u de radkt pneemt virgt^ Jmt, 

Jesse, from whose body rim llw Oenca- 
logical Tree of Chrot 
Bit Jtieoi itta pneenit tUUnki tiani, 
Balaam and his Ass, with the An^el. 
II. IS. £$t d»$pan$ata Jotepk Ate tirgo ieata. 
Hm UniMgs of the Yirgra. 
lU 2Mm Sara Mdu dei eopulata. 

The Hiirhga ofTobit and Sarah. 
Ut iwifibahtiir frmiua tie tojptdoHhir. 
The Marriage of luac and Rebecca. 
IIL 0b Same anbjeeta as id p. 1 of the Early Editions. 

Seeenaneradanofclesigns, vol. i.pp. 44, etc. 
IT. A> B«« neptan ritHat infans gaudtnio mndtat. 
Tho Vuitation of Eliaaiieih. 
JEKe foiHotrf miN Ittanlur ttueiffU iBmh. 

MoKi Tinted by Jethso. 
Sio gnUidaittr dum a loewa tUUatur. 
The Lerite viaiting his Father-in-law. 
V. 2, Same subject* as No. S, last referred to. 
TI. OhttnmdtUytmJheiutpaUtwrlitktum. 
The CiTCttucitton of Christ. 
CircumcituB Abmm Jigitram dfnotat u/tam. 

The Circumcision of Abraltiim. 
Hie precepto tuo parol detu culuere sctMo. 
The Circttmeision of laaae. 



XVIII. ' Ciriiim deplorat heum ynnitihut omt. 
Christ weeping for Jcruifalcm. 
JJec mala futura deplorat maxima cura. 
Icaiah weeping for Jeruwdem. 

J^ft Jrrr>i>irfi /•iH/Jfii'l" iJiiKuhii piat. 

iiie laiueutaUon of Jeremiah. 



XIX. 


3r. 


Same anbjeeta aa 


No. 14. 


XX. 


F. 


'1 •-' 


No. 15. 


XXI. 


X. 


tt rt 


No. 16. 


XXII. 


Y. 


M «l 


No. 17. 


XXlll. 


2;. 


» W 


No. 18. 


XXIV. 


X 


M Jt 


Ko. la. 


XXV. 


9. 


W M 


No. so. 


XXVI. 


n. 


» n 


No, 9.} 


XXVil. 


b. 


» tt 


No. an. 


XXVin. c. PttttthmpUigutpnmiia 


tvJftnritUiM. 






Thf Tourging of Christ. 








JHutHt itU te Jijfura( Ihemm ChritU, 






Laaaei^ toraieitlad by Vt 








Christum Judfii Job leJunt 


rrimine ret. 






Job afiliuted by Satan in 


the pretence of 



XXIX. 



Vll. «r. 


Same autject* aa 


No. 


9. 






VIII. 1^. 


If 


U 


No. 


4. 


XXX. 


c 


IX. f. 


» 


M 


No. 


5. 


XXXI. 


f. 


X. It. 


if 




No. 


6. 


XXXII. 




XI. V 


t> 


»l 


No. 


7. 






XII. m- 


M 


M 


No. 


». 






XIII. 0, 


tt 


tt 


No. 


9. 






XIV. 


» 


tt 


No. 


10. 






XV \y 


tt 


tt 


No. 


11. 






XVI. ®. 


*j 


3t 


No 


13. 






XVII. n 


»> 


St 


No. 


la. 







his wife. 

tL Pro corona nobis eelnfia dona. 
Christ crowned with thorns. 
Sftdttu e»t Dtrt qm ipm ptmit hi muUtre. 
A concubinr taking the crown from the 
head of a king. 
^ftmk hie rtftm terHt^uHt tvftfmkm 
Schimci insulting DaTld. 
c Same subject* a* No. 99, 

tt *• Ko. SI. 

Upu sir cotifjni^ si/ pins rt fxtttdietut. 

Christ nailed to the crua^, 
Jtti ntme parml fidhu CUnMam tmei- 
Jigani. 

Lamech, Tubal Cain, and an assistant, 
forging naOa. 

Serra diiisiis fuit hie in nrhnrr rJu^fxt*. 
The prophet Isaiah tawed in two. 
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xxxnL 

XXXIV. 
XXXV. 



XXXVL 



& Hnmn ■ mJuaaAa Iff.* Mit 

^ oune nnijeeii w no. xo. 


xxxvn. n. i 


•% 

niDc 


tialgwtiai 


AO. VT. 


1. II II i>0. W. 


XZXVIII.n. 


M 


J* 


N0.S8. 




XXXIZ. 


9- 


n 




Ko.se. 


V_ IlIIM. NiiVtll tlU"!* 11 irUITl lllL CTOSS. 


XL. 


V- 


» 


» 


No. SOl 


JRex cum existit corpus dtponere dixit. 


XU. 






No. 31. 


SoAm enuing iha body <^ fhe king 


«♦ 


fj 


1* 


Ai to be taken down from the cross. 


XUL 


r. 


M 


j> 


W All 

Ho. 88. 


ClatiM ttmiCas JSoura Ihexu dkriAti 

wwiMWM J^f^^ w** ^JWwH wJVsIvAt. 


XLIII. 


«. 






No. SS. 


The bodiat of dw Mmn um of Siiil 




w 


M 


taken dovii from the cross. 


XLIV. 


t- 


» 


M 


No. 34. 


L FateictAmtfKurrepuiodikUmtrtdolere. 


XLV. 


b. 


» 


» 


No. S5. 


The d«ad liody of dofbt k dw lap of 

the Virgin. 


XLVI. 


X. 


n 


w 


No. 5Q. 


DeploratU muUum extmctum jmmm 


XLVII. 


B 


II 


11 


No. 87. 


Ac!am and T^vc-l.amentini,' Abel's Jrath. 


XLVIII. 


>• 


11 


II 


No. S8. 










Hec mUo$ plorat funclot jMUiier oral. 


lOJX, 


%. 


II 


it 


No. 39. 


Naomi lionentingtliedMthoflierunu. 




9- 


II 


M 


No. 40. 



Annexed arc the signatures which occur on the fifty engraved pages, each having 
one tiiguature bcucatii the design in the upper portion of the engraving, in the position 
as aeen in the faeriniile, plate iziz. The letten are cut from the work of Hdnec&en. 
We cannot vouch for their correctnese; the more so, when we see a great difTerenoe 
between the form of the final letter in the last page in plate uux., and titat in the 
Beoand alphaibet fdlowing. 

-Sir V ra ? t f 

A. \>. c. t, f. 0. t;. i. f. I. m. tu 0. V' <)• r. 6. t. v. 

r. f. I. i* 9, 
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GERMANICE, [NORDLINGEN^. 1470. 



PLATES LXX AND LXXI. THE FIRST AND LAST PAGES*. 
(FVom a Coloured Copyf in the Pot$e»iion of the late John Wilks, M.P., Esq.) 



Block Book of Forty Leaves or Engbated Pages. — Small Folio. 

Here we have facsimiles from an edition of the Bihlia Pauperum of a totally 
different character from any of the preceding ; and its execution, both as to design 
and engraving, may be truly termed " gotJiiqiie." The copy seen by us having 
been closely bound, we could not ascertain the order in which the impressions^ 
have been taken off. We must therefore content ourselves with simjily giving the 
following enumeration of the forty pages, observing that the arrangement of the 
designs agrees with that of the editions in Latin, previously noted by us in vol. Lj 
p. 44, et<j. 



i-r*r 


1141. 




tXXT 


»ia. 


»t BJier. 


1 


a 


The .\nnunciation. 


21 


W 


Judas betraying Christ. 


u 


b 


The Nativity. 


S2. 


V 


Pilate washing his hands. 


s 


c 


The Adoration of the Magi. 


21 


u 


Christ crowned with thorns. 




d 


The Purification. 


21 


X 


Christ bearing the crosa. 


•1 


e 


The Flight into Egypt. 


2a 


y 


The Cruciiixion. 


Q 


f 


The Sojourn of the Holy Family, etc. 


21i 


1 


Tlic Crucifixion. 


1 


g 


The Murder of the Innocents. 


21 


3 


Tlie Entombment of Christ. 


& 


h 


The Beturn of the Holy Family. 


ga 


9 


Christ's descent into Limbo. 


a 


I 


John baptizing Christ. 


211 


f 


The Resurrection. 


lii 


k 


Christ tempted in the Wilderness. 


m 




The 'ITiree Maries at the Sepulchre. 


n 


1 


The Rraurrcction of Lazarus. 




B 


Christ appearing to Mary Magdalen. 


liL 


m 


The Transfisuration. 


32 


C 


Christ appearing to his Disciples. 


Ll 


a 


Mary Magdalen at the feet of Jesus. 




u 


TTie Incredulity of St. Thomas. 


u 


0 


The Entry of Christ into Jerusalem. 


ai 


E 


The Ascension. 


1^ 


P 


Christ and the Money Lenders. 


ad 


F 


The Descent of the Holy Ghost. 


1£ 


q 


Judas and the High Priest, 


afi 


C 


The Coronation of the Virgin. 


U 


r 


Juda.1 receiving the pieces of silver. 


ai 


U. 


The Last Judgment 


IS 


f 


The Last Supper. 


aa 


L 


Hell. 


lii 


s 


Christ going to tlie Mount of Olives. 


SSI 


K 


Clirist bearing the souls, etc. 




t 


Chri»t in the Garden. 






The Reward of the Righteous. 



* In the original, the upper line of text, and the border of these and other of the pages, have been cut away. 

+ The copy was sold, in March 1823, at a public sale in Paris, for 3.020 francs. It afterwards, in 1829, 
iippc-ared in a catalogue of manuscripts issued by Mr. Cochran of the Strand, bookseller, of whom it was bought 
by Mr. Wilks ; at the sale of whose library, in Wellington-street, in 1847, it was purchased, we believe, at 
CllU, for an eminent Philobiblist in America. 

t The impressions in this copy are in black ink, and arc apparently worked off by the ordinary press. An 
Iniprosiioa of p. 18, noticed by Hcincckcn (p. 324, note), afterwards fell into the hands of M. Bcnouard, who 
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At the foot of ea>ch page of this edition is a letter by way of Bignature, as seen 
in the two pilates under consideration. We annex fiBosimiles of the whole of the 
atgnatoreflt which have been taken from the cogj^ described by iis. Thej diflfer veiy 
much in siae itom those given by BeinecheD, pp. 324-5, from the Beace-Gatha oapy. 

M ^ cc^ei <5 15 311 jQ 

On referring to our facsimile of the last page of this edition, the reader will there 
find on tiie one dde the names of the artists employed on the work, and on the other 
the date when it was executed : *< JUDrr^ IgoUlimi nuniler fn, BottUhgrn wOi lENUtf 
PrndastiAnA^hBa^wMttAW^Wm^ The coats of ann^ pceoeding 

attMhed it to the copy of tiieAr$ Moriendi, which, at the recent sale of his librarj, waa purckikaed by Mr. Boone 
Tlii> iraprewka h in « Itght-eelouKd ink, or dUtempor. radi «■ U vted ia the «arlimt editi ona of die Block-Boolu. 

Pirsumliir; tliis pngn to from the »snie cflitinn, it shcvr^ nt onc€ that no (>i)iiiinn :t>- to thr datr of it? rxccution 
can be formed from the mere colour of the ink. The impression haa bceu obtained by friction, and is a remark* 
able eenfinaetioii of die obwmtieae mule b Hhe prerioiii volttme, p. 158, lecpeetiiig Che linei in Ae dengn 
becoiiiinn tliiiiin-r by tlic oprratinn of friction in ti^Vini^ off the impressions. 

* "We conclude that the arm* arc those of Mauler and oilluniwg. We have endeavoured to identify tlicm, 
bnt we do mrt find lliem Dmed in Ffirolen** 2lw<(M VSy^^ Thef are, 1. On a jWZf wtU CSm mmmIi, a 

s'/iiirrcl cliinhuiij /Jif frmtl of a trrr ; 2. On a full iri'lh thri'e rnouiifx. hro npiiri !;i!ti'ri-rris(\ Xeither of them 
arc those of Nordlingeu, which bears an eagle ditplayed" The preceding is an extract liom the descripdon given 
of the Tcdume \j die late Vx. Holmeo of dw Bridili Muenm, in bn caUtofnie of a GoUeedoB of MaBiuariptf 
C\]iiifnili\, No. 505, p. 133) ufTrrcJ for sale, in 1829,T)y Mr. Cochrnn of tin- Str;i:.il : ^fr. Holmes being, at that 
period, in the employ of Mr. Cochran. In thia extract it is «een that Mr. Holmes considered die word " MoMhT 
to he die mniaine of dieibnt of die two aitiita employed in die execndon of the woik, and vhoae arma or srmhda 

the two shield* arc imr ndrd to r< pr< m nt. Tfif won! inaiilrr. ho\M-\t_ r , u :is nu rrly added to (It iintr tli:it l'rr<l,:rick 

Walthem waa a painter at Nordlingcn ; a mode of designation usual at that period. It is not a little remarkable 
that Mr. Helmea, who nae fixmi bong an employi of a bookseller to his pandoa a* second in tbe Mannscript 
Department in the Briti^ii Museum, owing to his philological and ]>ala>o^raphical abilttie», bhould hare committed 
socb an absurd error as this. The word jm'cUht conataady oocnrs after the signature of many of the great painters. 
It was oftenthnes the custom in diose days for ardtta and learned men tn prefix or append such significatory 
words or If Iters to their names, to prevent any mistake as to their identity. I well rcmrmlicr the fact, that, on 
the late Dr. Buder, Bishop of Lichfield, becoming possex-^or, tome years since, of tbe Commoh Placb Book 
of the Great Befbrmer Phimp MnaxCHTHOir, his Lordship at frtt thought that the yolome caM noe he in tbe 
AtTTOOB.tru of Mclanchthon, in consequrnnc of his having in in;;ny places written his name " Z)w»in««" 
Philippas Helanchthon. That, as head of the public school he presided over at Wittenberg, was his real nde; 
and diougb be attained the highest hononis in the College, he ncrer (wc believe) made use of the B.** after 
his name, as did frequcndy his contemporary Maktin Lvthhr. Kxamplcs of one and the other may be seen in 
plates xnii. and zxxi. of my work on the Uigniili$i«d Doemnmtt o/MtUmeiiAm «n4 Lutier. Mcknchthon 
conddered die position of Head ICaster In a pnbUe school as one of the moit honourable to which a man could 
attain. The Bi«hop of Liohfidd« holding at one period of his life a similar position, immediately saw that the 
opinian he entertained was wrong, acknowledgiog that the point in qneation tended rather to confirm the 
character assigned to the volome than otherwise. 

"Ilant T/uminy" (the second name) was probably only the publisher tlie work, though the woida "mit 
SMS oadiir gtmackf' may be so translated as to lead its to believe that both were artiitB. It is a matter of very 

l2 
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the date are probably thoie id Frederick Wtdthem and Hans ffuminff, who were, no 
doubt, the designer and engraver of the work. Though the word ** Nw^ingen" is 
appended to the name of the former, it does not prove that the volume was issued in 
that city. Presuming that Walthem was the designer, it only shews that lie \\',\% of 
Nurdliugeu ; in the same way as any artist publishing a work in London might 
describe hinxself in the imprint as of Paris. 

We do not beHeve the edGitkm we liftve jost described to be the same as that 
mentioned by Heinecken (pp. 323-5), a copy of which is in the libiaiy of the Duke 
<tf Ssze-Gotha. He makes no mention whatever of the colophon** at the dose of the 
left column on the last page. Had it been there, he oould not e overlooked so 
important a fact. He closes the enumeration of the pages by simply noticing the 
coats of arms and date, observing "mais non obstant rrs ar?ne.^, VnrtMe est raste 
inconnu." Independently of this, his facsimiles of the signatures shew a smaller 
alphabet ; and when we compare our facsimile of the first page with that given by 
Urn (plate 8), we find that^ beddes several triflmg variations, the ground of the 
windows in the centre dedgn, and the low«r part of eacb of 1h» drdes above the 
pillars, are solid (black), while tn the engraving ^ven by Heinedcen they are opm. 

Heinecken states (p. 326) tiiat at Wolfenbuttel th^ is a copy of an edition 
(issued by another person) made up of only twenty-two of the pages of the edition 
corresponding with that described by him as being in the Baxe-Gotha librar}' : — " J'ai 
trouve dans la Bibliotlie<iue de Wolfenbuttel, une autre exeinplaire de la iiit"Tiif 
Edition, mais imprime par un autre imprimeurf, apparemment plus moderne, qui ne 
possi^doit que vingt-deux planches de cet ouvrage. II a imprim^ sur un cote du 
papier, par le firoton, tant qu'il en amit ; oe qni est pronv^ par la ciroonstanc^ que 
cet onvrage no &it qu'un seul oMep d'onse fbuillee^ insert Tune dans Tautr^ 
tdlemieiitk que sur la premi^ est imprim^ le Na 1> et vis Lessujets 

little Gotueqnence, fca neither the dnign of the engnvings, nor the tkill of the grerer, ere deserving of nrach 

commendation. 

Since the abore wsu in tjrpe, &lr. Stewart of King William-Btrcct, bookseller, most kindly fonrarded for 
my iiwpeetioo a eofgr of tlie Zeet' GMtmiMMf , hj P. Mduolitlum, printed hi IMS. It k a oepj of pecoUer intereal, 

Ii?nitii; lii'lungod to Christopher A. TfunV'uli.'ieh, wlio, in the first plare, h.Ts mriched it with an auto^aph and 
signed inscription by Mutiu Luther (written on a piece of paper pasted on the inudc of the cover), the »igna- 
tore beiiig en fllattntiiDB of the preoeding obaemtmu, it luviag tlie " D" at tli* end. Beaeath the uueriptioo, 
Ju^tu>. Juti.is, the great friend of Luther ami Mrlaiiclitlinti, ha? attested its anthcntieity ; f. A. Ti'IifTmbach 
adding hit signature, bearing date 1&48. The copy of the work was evidently bound up with the view of ita 
fimuDg Mhim Aadeamm, m enatemsrf at that penod. the blank pagee, nrhidi are ioMrted at the eom- 

nicnccnient, licHriiii^ I'Jtii; invi-ripr-on^ i:i tl.c AUTOftBAPHS of Phili]) Mi lant lilhim, John Bugcnhagius I'omcranus, 
George Major, Vitus Winshcmiut : all dated September 1548. Then foUow numerous other signatuzes, dated 
1551 and 1S5S. Having ao ezlennTe a collection of hooln with Antogiapli Note* ud Inacriptione by the great 
Reformers, T.ullu r, MehuiL-hthon, and others, I cannot hut regret that my ftfead ICr. Stewart did riot trive me 
the refutal of the purchase of the volume deicribed, before he aold it. S. Leigh S. 

* Tbe copy in die Imperial Library at Vienna haa the colophon widi the namee, dndlar to that whidi we 

have d< ■.rrihech 

t Ileinecken here writes of "another pziater bat he does not state any particulars. 
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depuis le No. 21 jusqu'au No. 38 y manquent, et apite la priere au jardin suit 
d'abortl In hedtitudt , et le couromieiiK nt dea I'lit.s.'' 

Heinecken further status tiiat iu the same library is another editiou, which lias 
no ngnafcuree, and is ^maked off in five gatherings of fomt sheets eaeL He thus 
alludes to the copy: "Gette traduction Allmnande a 4i6 T^mtaSm4e arec des figures 
diapos^ de la mdme mani^ mais oompoeto par un autre artiste^ avec phisieurs 
diangnnens dans le descnn. Les planches, gravies en bois au nombre de quarante 
en folio, commencent avec I'annonciaUon et finissent avec le couronnement des elm, 
dan8 le mSme ordre que nous avons rapport*^. Ces planches sont sans chiffrcs et sans 
signatures ; elles formeut ciii<| cahiers, chacuii de (juatre feuilles, imprimei s d un 
seul cote, le revers etaut toujours eu blanc. La derui^re planche est mar(juee k la 



et I'artiBte est aussi inconnu que le prec^ent." 

The last engraved page does not in this edition, as in the one preceding; give us 
the names of the arlabt or puUiaher of the work; it simply doses as reiwesented 
in the preceding woodcut firom Heinecken, p. 337. 

To attempt to discover the names of the artist by the inteqnretation of the above 
shields, would, we fear, be futile. The (lat(>, also, is by no means satisfactory ; for it 
may be considered by some as intended for 1477 ; indeed, Ebert quotes the edition 
as l>earing tlie date 1477. We, however, are incliued to the opinion of its being 
intended for 1471. 



Another Edition of the Bibua Paufbbui^ in the German language, occurs in 
the Library at the British .Museum. It is a very close copy of the first* of those 
enumerated by us, though no doubt, on conq)aring the pages, many dilferences might 
Ije found, indei)endeut of the omission of the signatures at the loot of eacli page. On 
comparing the facsimiles of the two pages we have given fix>m the Wilks copy with 
the similar pages in the Mmeum copy, the reader will find many slight variation^ 
but which we have not thought it neoesBaiy here to partaculaiise. The edition consists 
of the same number of wigraved pagee^ but which fimn one gathermff of twenty 
sheets of two leaves each. The impressions are taken off by friction in a brownish 
ink, some darker than others. 

This copy, though unfortunately wanting the first four pages, is nnlounfl; and, 
from the drcumstance of the sliects nut having been divided, wediscover an alphabet 



fin. 




* The iVOki cagf. 
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by way of signatures inserted at the of eaeh dieet* tbiis at once proving the 
order of the wmdcing (rf the peges and probably the number of flie Uodn^ as the 
letter may have been cut in t he centre of the diviBion between them. 

As a bibliographical ciuiosity, the circumstance of the signature bong in this 

partinilar position is worthy of notice ; and we tlierefore pve, in the annexed 
enumeration of the pages, the alphtibet in faosimih!, wliich at the same time serves 
to shew the collation of the pages as or** yatfiering of forty leaves or twenty single 
sheeta 



uur. 




UUP. 


uir. 




LEAF. 


1 


Wanting. 


40 


11 


I 


30 


3 


Wanting. 


39 


12 


m 


29 


8 


Waatiag. 


SB 


18 




28 


4 




S7 


14 


0 


27 


5 


<- 


as 


15 


f 


26 


6 


P 


85 


16 




25 


7 


9 


34 


17 




24 


8 


Wanting. 


88 


18 




23 


9 


t 


88 


19 




22 


10 


It 


81 


20 


1> 


21 



At the foot of tlie second colmnii ia the laat plate in this edition* a aimilar date 
oocius, aa in the annexed feussimile; but the first ni the two shield^ as in tlie edition 
quoted from Helnecken, is omitted. If the facsimile of that date is otMiectly drawn, 
that from the copyin theBiitiah Museum is evidently not from the same Mock. 

(51 AA^ 
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FLATS8 LXXU AISID IXXHL IBB nitST iUVD LAST PAGES. 
(FIrtm « Cobtmi Off m Bbitub ICmBim*.} 



DE MARI^ VIKGINIS INTEMERATA GENEILiTIONE CHRISTI. 
Block«Book of SizTxnr Lbatm ox Ergratbd Paoh. — SmaU Iblu. 

Tarn k a work of a very ndngular cihttFaotor. It oompriaefl!, by pictorial repreaenl^- 

ation, a collection of natural and historical facts, gathered from the writing f the 
Fathers, Schoolmen, and Mythological Authors, in order to shew to the ])ooi (for whose 
instruction these xylographic productions were no doubt more particularly intendod) 
the Omuipoteuce of the Dtity in the Concei)ti()n of OUT Saviour, bom of a pure Virgin 
by the miracxilous Agency of the Holy Spirit. 

The work opens with the figures oS &L Ambrose, St. Augustine, St. Jerome, and 
St Gregozy* eaeh seated at a deek oar table. Thea^ with extracts from their works* 
beneath, the figures, oeDii|>]r the fiist two pages: St Amlnnee and St. Augus^e being 
on the first pagc^ as in our fikcaamile^ plate ixxn. Then fiillow the various emldema- 
tical designs, every page (with the exception of the seventh, which has only three,) 
containing' four subjects, to each of whicli is appended a brief (Ief?cription, ^\^th a note, 
generally from the work from which the description is taken, as in oui' fEicsimile, 
plate Lxxiii. 

Farther than iilustrating by analogy the Miraculous Biith of om- Saviour, ilie 
book does not rdate to the "fiistoiy of the Virgin Maryf," a title which appears to 
have been as enroneoosly applied to this work as to the CanUea Oaniieonm. 

The iraprestions have been, taken off by fidction,in a dark brown inlc, on one ade 
only. The sixteen pages form eight sin^ sheele^ each dieet bearing a ognatur^ 
placed in tiieMd of it, just at the top, see plate uocni; where, at the upper part of the 

* The eopf wm obtained die tnnteet from Bfr. Lilly, bookKller, wbo pwrdiKied it» In 1848, M the sale 

of »hc library of M. DcIcsm rt, for C40. 

t " Uistaria Beats Virgiim Marias ex Erangelistis et Patribas excerpU et p«r fignm demonttrata," m th« 
tide given hf Hebeekeo, Braaet, Ebert, and otber bibliognphen. That ^en by Dr. IKbtlin in bia BAfie- 
'jmiJiirai Tour, toI. iii. p. 286, is " Dift-ii^io Tmmncultita- G-mcipti'jnli B. M. T'." TJin probability is, rliaf Dr. 
Dibdiu never took tbe trouble to look at the book. Hud he done to with the view of atceitaiiuiig the nature ot 
its eonleBti, he voiild bave aeen thai it did not in any way iUwtme Qm launMulaM Caneeption «f die Virgin 
Many, or anj tela «f her Sfe, fottbcr than aimply die ConcqitiBtt mi ffivdi of Chriiit 
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lell border, is a portion of the letter A., the other part of it being on the next engraved 
page. They comprise the letters (capital) A. to H. inclusive; but, owing to the copy 
of tlie work in the Britiah Museum being so cioaelj bounid, it became impussiUe to 
obtain a perfect &cdmile of the lettm. We hare, however, g^yea fhem in &oaimite 
below as aaomately as we oan, and though unperfbet^ they werve to shew thdr 
position, and the mode in which the pages have been worked. Hie cireumfltanoe 
of the letters being: rcrt-rscd almost makes tis believe that they were inserted 
between the two i)hH'ks at the i)criod of printing, as, had the two engi-avcd 
paeres on one sheet formed one block, and had the letters been cut in the solid i»art 
between the pages, one would naturally suppose that the person employed would 
have cut them tmrud on the block. 







Mas. 1 


1 tMM. 






I. 

A. ■ 


\ 2) 


II. 








IIL 
B. 


I 


IV. 


XI. 
F. 




XII. 


V. 
C. 




VL 








VII. 
D. 




VIII. 


XIII. 
G. 




XIV. 


iX. 
E. 




X. 

1 


XV. 
H. 


c ^ 


XVI. 



With the exception of the aeoond letter, the letters are amamental oapitah. 

Subjoined ia an raumeraiion of the desigDii, in the ordw of the pagea^ together 
with a brief explanation of each sabjec^ translated from the few lines of text 
beneath it. 
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SuBiiGT Page I. 

1. —BL Anthrot^ uaUd at a desk, writing. 

Jnffexamenm, lib. ii. cap. zu, St AmlooBe aarignB reaeoiu Cxr the Immaculate 
Comiseptiaii of CSbriat^ "by zeference to a bird vitfaout a mate. 

2. — St. Augustine, seaUd 0^ a (able, rta^ng. 

In his work, Be MirabHiAut, lib. iiL cap. xil, St Augustine asserts the Imma- 
culate Gonception, because many animaJa are produced without coitioiit 

Page II. 

3. — JSt. Jerome^ seated at a detik, expounding. 

In hie obeerrations on Luke^oap. iL, Jerome aaeertB the Immaculate Chmception. 

4. — 8t. Qtegwy^ eeoied mat a deek, fstpe/vmSmg, 

St Grcgoay aaaerte the ItpinaculateOonceptioo> and mstanoes beee vithoiit fiiiiherB. 

Page III. 

5. — A Rustic (■n rniid mcay hy tJte wind. 

If the wind have power to carry far away tho rustic, why should not the Virgin 
generate the Son of the Highest Father? AU)ertus,vf.Metheor., Tract iicop. viii 

6. — A Grape Vine. 

If the grape vine diaw its ori|pn from a yile tree hybema), why should not 
the Vixgin gmierate "the true "Vlner AUtertuet Uh. t. Tra^ i. cap. vi. 

7. — A Parrot. 

If the parrot can say "hail .'" why should not the Viigin generate by "hOiUf 

8. — The Angel's Annunciation to thfi Virgin. 

With a recommendation not to omit to say "Ave" and "Ave Maria." 

Page IV. 

9. — Arion jdaying the Harp to two persons in a boat. 

If Azion, by a dolphin carried to land, be renowned, why should not^ by the HoJ^r 
Spirit, the Yugin generate f Bo^hme i» Mutiea, 

10. — Two Men hokiHff at Atbestoe humktg on a» AUeer. 

If the AibeBtoB can bum for eves, wherefore may not theVii^n, without voner)', 
generate ? Augusttntts de dvitate Dei, xiL 6. 

11. — A Boat, with Sheep and a Man listening to the Song of Circe. 

If Circe, by her songs, could entice, and change men into beasts, why should the 
Virgin not generate Jesus by herself? Augmlinus de Civitate Dei, xxL 3. 

12. — Curtis suckkd hy a Bitch. 

If Pyms could be suckled by a dog, why could not the Immaculate Vixgin 
gmerate CSitist? PMima Comestor in Mietoria SekolasHeti. 

vou n. i: 
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Subject Paok V. 

13. — TJie Deity in the Burning Hush, and Moses. 

See tMrd diaplier of book fif Ezodna 
14— Warrior praying to a Saini in the Cfhueb (Cfideon and Angih). 

The FnlmiBt "He shall deeoend tm fhs mow in rain,'' ete. 

15. — A Mar« led hy one man to another. 

If a woman, by the <art of magidaofl^ should asppax a maze, why, by divine pro- 
digies, should not the Virrnn genemte? In Viias JPairum. 

16. — A Man praying at the Forrh. 

The door shall be cloaed, and shall not bo opened, and man Bhall not enter. 

jEzeckiel xliii. 

Paob VI, 

17. '-'Claadia drawing a Ship m'tik iuo mtn to the Moiv. 

If Claudia could draw a ship to the Bhore» why> impregnate by the Holy Ghoel; 
should not tiie Yiigm generate ? 

AvffMMinns de Cintate Dei, cap. x.,xm; TitUB Jmmu de Or^fUie. 

lb. — A sick Pertion lying iri led, witfi a bird in front. 

If CaJadriuH could cure by looking at the face of a sick man, why should not tlie 
Viiigin generate Christ the Saviour ? De Froprietatibm Rerum, cap. xiL 
Ifij^A Male and Female ganAng alt iron eu^ended by the magnet. 

If iron can be suspended fajthe poww <^the magn^ why, as predicted by the 
Prophetq, should not the Yiigm generate f 
90. — A Woman looking at a Pelican feeding its young, 

the pelican, by its own l)loo(l, can animate itsyouilg^ why, by pure blood, should 
tile Viigin not generate Christ i leidor. zii. Mhieonm. 

Paob YH 

21. — The Holy Family. 

ABk the beasts, and thev will teach thee ; and the birds will shew thee. Job xiL 
Tlie design here runs right across ih& page. 

22. — A Man and Wotn an vnth lighted torches. 

If, in the Epyriau Gulph, the extinguished torch can be lit t^ain, why should not 
the Virgin geneiate ftwn the Flame of tiie Divine Breath! 
83.— Ca^in ihe CUmde, and tiwo Women on Earth. 

If a calf in ilie dloudi^ by Heaven's power, is seen, why, witlioiife man's puberty, 
should not the VIiie^ geneiateY A^ertm in Me^ Trad fii coj}. xx. 

Pack VIIL 
24. — Danae asleep, vfith the Sun in the corner. 

If Diana (Danae) could be pregnant by a GBiower of Gold, why, impregnato by 
the Holy Ghosts should not the Viigin generate ? 

Augustimu de Civitate Dei, ii, 7. 
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Subject 

25. — King Hezehiah lying in bed. 

If the lift! of the King, by the going back of the sun, be manifest, why, by another 
operation of nature, should the Vii^in not generate t 4 Kings, cL xx. 

26. — A Man standing near an Altar. 

''The rod of her whna I cdudl eledi diall germiaftte." 

27. — 2%r«9 jS^MMfo, ioiih Ikw f<aiiiig from Beanm. 

If tiie pear] (oofMiAa) caa be renderod fruitftal bj the fiilling dew, why should not 
the Wixf^ gmaaa» bj Dewj Bieath f luidori l^, xm. cap. xxxiv. 

Faob IX. 

88. — 2k»o Jfmti one i^ppk^g a tUcik, 

If wood, dipped in tihe fbentBiiiB of Gk>ihLuid, tupgear etone^ why should not the 

Virgin generate the Rock Christ ? Albertus, i. MkuTtU. TVaet 1 cap, iL 

29. <^.^ Monk preteniing a box to a child in its mooter's lap. 

If th(! touch of a new-born child could open locks, why should not the Mother of 
Gofl as a virgin generate ? Albertus de Moiibus, lib. i TracL iii. cap. iii. 

30. — Three Jiirds dying or dtad. 

If the ice-bird {isida or ispida), when dead, can renew its plumage, why, without 
oopulatioDy ahonld not the Yii^gin generate? 

De Naimit AmmaUum; ^ Alhertut, lib. zxziiL 

31. — A Man gtmng eU a TuirrH twrrovnded by flames. 

It a laurel turret is not burnt by fire^ why diould not the fire of the Flesh a 
Virgin generate t Isidore, £th. Tvm, 

Paob X 

3Si. — A Man and Woman loohiaff at a Htd tn ^ n^ 

If » branch with a nest uf birds could beocnne stone, why should not the Virgin 
generate the Health of Man } AlbetivUt L 7. 

33. — A li cur forming Cubs. 

If a b(?ar with its mouth can form its rude foetus, why should not the Virgin from 
Gabriel's mouth generate ? Isidorua m xii. Etftgmologiarum. 

34 — Danae Handing on a door-step catching the Golden Shower. 

If Diana (Danae) was pregnant by a gdden shower from Jove> why should not 
tiie Virgil^ impiegnate by the Holy Ghoe^ generatet 

Tarmeo in MumtA., et Ovidu Mttamorp^Mgi. 
36. — Three Bmb, one in the act of being metamorphosed. 

IS the companions of Diomed could appear as birds, why should not the Virgin 
generate the Bedeemer 1 AvguHimu de dvitate, xvi., de Omdio. 

k2 
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Subject Paob XI. 

36. — Ulysta in a hoot, stopping his eon, • A Sgrm in the right eomer. 

If faj B(M^ CHice (? a Syren) oouM dhaoge men, should not the Viigbi from 
heraeilf genemte Jeens CShrnt ? Avgv^iwus de Oif/Hat^ liL 

37. — A Man gazing at stones falliiu/ from fhe CJouds. 

If a mass of steel can be made £rom Uie clouds, wliy slioiild not the Virgin gene- 
rate a stron<!f Deity ? Alhertus, Meth, iv. Tract iiL cap. 2. 

38. — A Jlav 'j<izin;i at a dead bird. 

If a dead luspida (Ispida) can replenish its pliuuage, why, without connexion Avith 
man, should not the Virgin generate f AUmtxu in JTateralAiw. 

39. — Sk^ wth Fowr Mm aUracted by ike Magntt. 

If the magnet eaa attract men, nrhy, predieted fay the prophets^ should not the 
Viigin generate ? AlherH Mm» Mc^fwUim. 

Paob XIL 

40. — A Bull speaking to a Man. 

If a bull could speak humanirords, why should not the Viigin generate the Word 
of the Father ? V<tlenus i 4, et J^tus Livius, 

41. — An OHn'rh with tJirf-': Ef/gs. 

If the Huii can hatch the eggs of the ostrich, by the help of the true Sun why 
should not the Virgin generate? Isidorus de Proprietatibus Iterum,lib. xii. 
4S. — Tkso Fsmales, onepickinff jUtwws, 

If the flower lyie always remains in hloom, why should not the Vizgin generate 
. witii the flower of Modesty \ Ai^us^nus de Cfie., zxi. 3. 

43. — 7W females catching the Com faUing from the Clouds. 

If corn could fall in rain to those in wanl^ why should not the Virgin generate 
the grain of com i JSigisbert ei O'ilhert, Chron. 

Paob XIIL 

44 — A Man gasiag at a Urd swrmmded iy Jkmes. 

If theCarista is not burnt either in flesh or wmgSy why, without the fire of venery, 
should not the Virgin generate ? Albsrtus de Aviinis^ Ub, iii. 

45. — A Man looking at ThnstAn rarrifing water in a sieve. 

U the \\v/m Tliustia could carry water in a sieve, why should not the chiefest of 
Virgins generate t Titi Livii Decad. i. 

46. — Lioness with a litter of three. 

If the lionees with her roar can raise het young; why should not the Yii;^ gene- 
rate life from the Spirit f Isidmri et Alani Sfhym^^ ziL 

47. — A Mare sniffing the Hem of &ie Wind of Cappadoeia, 

If a mare could become pregnant by a Cappadocian wind, why, by the Divine 
Flame, should not the Vixgin generate i Any. de Civ, Dei, Ub, zxL cap. ill 
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Page XIV. 

48. — A Kinfj and Quren stated at tnhU. 

If wine could tuni to blood, why should uot the V'irgui j^t'iierate Chribt true man? 

JiuHnus, i. 4, et Fa2mitt Maxmnu, 

49. ^2W Birdt hitUng. 

If the Boiiia& is improgoated liy tiie bill, why should not <iie Vligin generate by 

the word from the Angers mouth f Isid. xii. Ethymol^ Cfr^jforiw, xxxi 

50. — A Man and Woman gating from a Casth info the Stream. 

If at Toulouse the stream appeared ehanged to blood, why should not the Yii^gin 
generate the flower of Jesse ? 

51. — A Unimm lenpinff tni a Virgin. 

If a rhinoceros (unicorn) can iucUne to a VTigin, why ahould not the Virgin gene- 
rate the Word of the Heavenly Fathor f laidorw ei Alanus. 

Page XV. 

52. —.^ Man looking at a Phamh swmunded by fiamea. 

If the Fhceuiz can restore itself by fire, why should not the Mother of God, the 
Virgin, worthily generate ! 

Alami3 de Planciu Natwrct, et IM. xii Sihym, cap, zv. 

53. — Emilia huldiu'j her garmm t in tlo- flame. 

If the crariiu iit of Emilia did kindle flames, why, by strength from above^ should 
not the Virgin generate ? 

54. — The Goose-tree. 

If the Garbas <Solan goose) is bom from a tree, why, by help of the Holy Ghost, 
should not the Virgin generate? AJhmUt Ub. laaSL de Animalihw. 

55. — F«2tor« vri^ two oggs. 

If the vulture brings forth without the male, why, by mystic breath, should not 
the Virgin generate f De JhropriHaiibtu xii, eid$A ninuU^m, 

Page XVL (See Facsimile, Plate UEzm.) 

56. — Temjile of Ve7ius, with a man gazimg at the lamp. 

If the light at the Temple of Venus cannot lie extinguished, why should not the 
Virgin generate without the seed of \ enuH ? Aumist, de Civ, DeitXsi. 7. 

57. — -'1 Man gazing at a stmw in t/n- watrr ly/ferfi/if/ tlie fiioon. 

If a stone can retiect the light of the moon, why should not the Virgin, pregnant 
with a beautifbl star, generate ? 

58. — Two Bitman F^fwet and a Haiue. 

If a human being can be dianged into stone, why, by Divine Power, diould not 
tiie Virgin generate ? AHeiiut de Minercd^ue, i. tnjlne. 
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59. — Tvo Mm sawing a stone, on w)ti(:h ajqx-ar two human heads. 

If man can be painted on stone by the power of Heaven, why should not the 
Virgin generale by the asBistauce of the Beautiful Spirit ? 

AUbefU de MtneraUbm U Trad u. cc^. 1. 

Hm initial letten|» F. preceding the data^ 1470, at the doae of fhd tesA (ttDder 
the left de«gn) in the first page, are no doubt intended for thoee of the artiet* hj 
whom the work was, perhapa^ not only engraved, but alao dengned. Paxmi* gtvea 

the name as "F. WaUer" Tliey may, however, be intendeil for Frcdertch TT'oZttem, 
the first of the two persons by whom the German edition of the Bthlia Fauperum 
was issued (sec p. 60), though on comparing the text of the two works a conside ra ble 
difference appeara in their execution. 

The copy in the Public Library at Munich, mentioned by Dibdin in the Biblio- 
graphical Tour, voL ill p. 286, and that in the Imperial Library at Paris, are, no 
doubts aimilar to the one we have described. 

Branetf, however, nentums an edition of an <Me>tig maa, onmwstmg only of mghi 
leavee,*'iin9>r. du dnu etUs ohm dei jpian^n de hciit,'* We think his statement^ how- 
ever, that the impressions are on both sides of the paper, must be erroneous, because 
he adds that "chaque plauche, k rexception de la premiere, presente huit figxires, 
avec leur explication. " The copy described by liiio, n n doubt, agrees with that 
described by Ebcrt, which wa,s at that time in the pu;:..itaft,ion of M. Nailer, at Berlin. 
As that copy bears, on the first design, the same initials and date as the one in 
the British Mnsenm, we come to the condnsion that it is an impresfdon of the same 
editaoo, its odfoiy ibnn amply arisbg tmm the eigfht sheets not liaving been folded, 
but Itoimd togrtlier lengthways. 

The copyl described by Hoineeken (pp. 378-83) is of an edition altogether different 
tmm that in the British Museum, not only in the style of the designs, but in the 
character of the descriptive text; the text of the one being Roman^, and of the 
other, cursive. Heinecken states that the impressions in the copy he saw had been 
worked off in black ink, on one side only, by the ordinary press. As we have not 
met with a copy of that edition, and as we believe that no copy of it exists in this 
country, we have annexed a ilMshnile of the upper portion of the page engraved 
in the work of Hdnecken, plate xir., it bemg ot the same page as that given by us 
(phfcte lzxiil). 

* Deotidi Abb., 8ttppl., ii. Sl, No. 9. f BroBct, lluael in. Ufarab^ ▼oL iL p. MS. 

J The copy har! belnngrd to M. de CJaignat, at wtoso sale it produced S52 friitics, and wa», li th* ftBOi 
of the publication of the work of Baron Heinecken, in the poaiewion of M. Giradot dc Fr^fond. 

i I MB Tidier kdiBed to tfunk thrt t«tt of di» editioB i» printed in meptgUe ^jp»,fcrmiBg a Twry tim* 

larly illustrated prtnltd work to that of the Inter n i f the Enttkritt and QnMMw AyiM in tihe libnuyof 
Earl Spencer; an edition particularly noticed at p. 40 in tiie present volunw. 
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6i1mm*pbmivmMnMvi ts: SeTeuot 0 in perftde Uioem ittneft ba 
t^goot vaIet«qomtdb|(|5 bcc^oir ftta a(mo (Mere ^^onotige^ 

Our readers will at once see how very differeut in character are the two eilitions. 
Indepeudeutly of the designs being reversed in the edition described by Heinecken, 
it diffisra m its aixangement He states that, in the fiist page, tihece are tiie figures 
of St Grogoiy and St. Jenmie; and in the seoond page^ those of St Auguatine and 
St Ambrose. Now, in the Eriitiah M oseom oopy; the figure of St Ambrose is the 
fiisfe in the first page, instead of being the last in the second page, in that respect 
agreeing with the copy in the Imperial Library at Paris, cursorily mentioned by 
Dibdin in his Bihlwgraphical Tour, vol. ii. p. 2fifi, wliere he places it among the 
" Early Printed BookB>" considering that it may have been printed at Ulm about 
1480. 
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PLAil.:} LXXIV., LXXV., AND LXXVI. THE FIKST, SECOND, AND 

EIGHTEENIH PAGES. 



(Uram an mmodoHnd Copif* m d« Bbriih iCvnra.) 



DE liARLX VIBGIMI8 INTEUERATA OENEBATIONE CHRI8TI. 
Bu>CK-6ooK «v TwBMTT-EioHT Lmvw «« EvouTBD Paqi*.— Anoff iltfik 

Here we have another work of a similar character to the preoeding. In that 
th^ are fifty-five de^gni^ ezdusiTe of i^e fbur by way of introduction, representing 
the Saints Ambroee^ Augustine^ Jerom«^ and Gregovy; while in the one under o6n- 
^deration there are only forty-five. "EafSL page hat two deaigiMi, except the 
eighteenth, which has only one, as in our facsimile. In the Buibjjoined enumeration 
of these designs it will Ije i^een tliat the subjects arc the same, the nuiubers within 
the parentheses referrinix to the corresponding subjects iu the ])reviou8 work ; the 
ten subjects omitted iiichuk^ several of those which liad been re})cated in that edition. 

At the foot of each page is a letter, by way of signature, though in several of the 
pages they have been entirely or partially cut away, as in the caee of leaves vn. and 
XVI. In consequence, probably, of this drcumstance^ the pages in the oopy in the 
Eritiaih Museumf have not been bound up in th^ oovrect order. It is, however, in 
the same state as it was received from the Oontinent; and as it will probably not 
be rebound, w e have, in the subjoined enumeration of the pages, numbered them in 
the order in w hieh they stand, nnd have subjoined the signatures in facsimile^ some 
of which, it will be seen, are reversed : 

AA2FEDFB THIK L 

1. II. in. IV. V. VI. viL VIII. IX. X. XI. xn. 

Al»^9£rq IKL 

1^1 N O C Q K ,» R G ST V X 

illl. XIV. XV. XVI. XVII. XVili. XIX. XX. XXI. XXII. XXIII. XXIV. 

Y Z I J. 

XXY. XXVI. XXVIL XXVIII. 

• Aemrffing to tin coDtljoii givm by Jacob tnd ITlcCTt «f dM eopjr in die Public Libniy ■! Gotikk, the one 

in the British Musiuin wants the two final leaves, wvn. nnd xxviii., containin;? two pages of text C*** 
"BnMs^^tie. Ltipag, 1833, tol L, pp. 98-114. The enumeration of the engraTcd page* is somewhat 
nyrtilba m oiat work, «■ it commenen by stalinK the Tolnme to oowpite''161»BMer it/Uw,'* vbidioom- 
•pflodi iritb the preceding edition ju»t dcirriln J \>y us. 

t Thit oopy hu been only hilcljr added to the Xylographical Treasures ia our National Library. The leaves 
Yarn been cot doie to the boraanj sod, ia wne batmca*. the outer border bus been cat bwej. Hmj ham 
on paper aa near ai poattUe to matdi that on vhidi the work b printed. 
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Leaf 

I. A. Iliirty Yiai-i of uitroiluctory test, st-c iaciiaiile 

of the page. 

II. A2. SuijeelK^A). TheVnicomUaping onaVinjin. 

Blunocoroo si virgini se inclinare valet. Cur Ver- 
bun putm oelici nrgo no gencnret. Yn. biibuI 

et Alanus. 

8id>. 2. A Mother mth Twtn* opening locks. 
Sitacto* mas ntiMnaaj^ipenr* ▼«]«(■ CiiriMler 
Yerbi nat) yirgo non geneEaiQl. AB>* d* iMtili' 
aialiam j;te scd'a trac. 1* 
UI. p. S>a. B (40). 2lM JKnb N/Otf. 

Bon.ifii SI ore fcta a maro claret. Cnr nnprli ex. 
ore. vugo non generaicU yai. ethj. at. 
zvji*«t grcgarim. xxntuMi*. «■. xxviiif 
Sui. 4 (12). Cyrus amUcd hj a Bitch. 
Si cjrua a camcala nutntus claret Cnstum cur 
iuueacnla. b. g. petnu convmeator m mo* 
lastica luEtoria. 

IV. £. Sub, 5 (20). A Pelioan feeding iU foung. 
PeUienrai ti ngwine iiiiBum CrtiM cUunst Cw 

X pm piiTo ezMgwiiwTirgo aS.g. xii* ethy- 
moloja^ 

Turru SI launcc.i ardore iLjiiis ciiiet Cur if^ iils 
aurnia neatia virgo non gencrarct. VUauius Uc 

V. D. 5";/ '/."('),''). T\rij M' li (iixl a nalrd human Figure. 

Si homo VI nature in saxum vcrti valet. Cur yi 

diviu enra vugo aoa gnienret Albeitiu 

.1" miiu rallura in fine. 
Suh. 8 (d9). TW Men tmring a Uoek of gtotu, 
Hoittd «i in lupide ti oieh piagi valec Cnr nl-ni 

apuB opc Virgo non generanC .AJbaMufcl'nnie* 

nlium. trac. t? ea. 1? 

VI. F. m. 9 Tim Mm mth a co^m lb GM. 
6i Tit\ilu8 in nubc vi cccb factus claret. Cnr abaqj 

vin pube- vugo n* g* Alber. iii* M«tb«if trac 
iiif m. xxt 

M. 10 (57). Tko Men Udkif « attM^ii wUiA lb 
Jfoen i* rejUcUd. 
8«l«aena M in penide kmim Ivae liabet. Curfeu 
daw ndon. T. B. g. Ang^.xtfde dm. dd-ca. 
vi? 

TIL B. iSUu 11 (8B). ^ S;ii> toiV:;! fhe mm attracted 
kff MmmlaiM of Magnet. 
& Bignea camcm hominis ad $t tr.ihrrr \n\i t. 
Cut VI diuine numinis. v. n. g. Albcr. loco abi 
sup. 

Ai^. lg(£8}. nno MmttMa^uutmimmiigm 
afomtam. 

SkaNrtnmfontigocicUpuniox claret. Curpc.tram 
Xpoi edioem. t. a. g. Alber. 1? auneraliDm 
trac. i? ca. u? 

TOLk n. 



JjT.ir 

VIII. T. S'Mft.iaCM). AFemaU.ihrouffft Bars, gazing at 

the Sun (orDanae nemtiiig thtgaUm SkoKu}. 

Si iluiui aun pluuiu pregnans a lore clnr^t. Cur 
gpu sancto gravida, v. n. g. Aug^ xx" dc Ciui. 
d«i. ca. VU. & Tereii. 

5lui.l4(S5). ACastk in'lh firr Birds futlf-l iwj onr it. 
Si 80CI08 diomedis anes t°acto« claret. Cur rcdcp- 
torem horoinan ?irgo ami geaenwet. A«g^ 
xviii" cle ciui. di. ca. xvi? 

IX. H. Suit.lb{l8).AM<minied,withaBirdo»atai>le. 
CakBdrina n ftoe egnua nnare vileL Cnr xpA 

saluatorem. v. n. g. In dc fpng. in. li. zii? eC. 
Alber. xxiii? de animalibus 
Ait.l6(SS). ViJtimin0nt$twMtw»sf/$. 
Si unltiir pant corpr rt ad hoc mare caret. Cur 
mi«tieo spiramine v. n. g. baadiua io exameion 
libto viii* et in it. pprie. re. libra, xiif 
I. Sub. 17 (48). Four Persons senfetl af a Table. 
Si vinum in sagwinem euersum fore claret. Cur 
xptn vermn hotninem. v. a. g. JoMiBna. libin 

I" c.i. ijii" i t Valcriub. 

Suh. 18 (50), A fhrlress with a Jtiter. 
Si flnmen iacmoren thoioM veranni datet. Cur 
y( s^e floren t. a. g. Unde «t Sjgwnrtiw in cto- 



X 



XLK. &A.\^V),AMa»etiltiiif^»BmA^€hnqM». 

Vltifl si dc like i^criiln oitum li;(bf3. Cur \iti^iii 
veram. v. n. g. Alber. de uegetalibu^ & plants 
Kbro. tisw. i* ca. vi? 

Suh. 20 ('27). Dt w fanitu/ on S/uIi.s. 
Si concha call rore f^hs fecunda darct. Cur ro- 
rante pneunate. t. n. g. yai. zri? de admalibna 

ca. xxxiiii? 

XIL L. Sut. 21 (45). Thutlia carrying water in a sieve. 
Si enbro vurgo thustia aquam portaire vnlat. Onr 
pcrcantcm omnia. T. a. g. AQg* de ctoi. deL 
loco ubi supra. 
&A. 32 (15). A Man in full gallop. 
Si equa capadocic vcnto feta claret. Cur divino 
flamioe. v. n. g. Ang^xxi? de ciui dci ca. iii? 
Xni.M. M.mi»l>*APkimie*mrnmdedbyflamm. 
Feaiz n ia igan ae renouarc valet. Cur mr dci 
digne. v. n. g. Alan, in de planctu nature et 
ysi xii cthj-moloyi^ ca. zv? 
Sub. Si. A Mim, md a hough unth three birds. 
liamus cnm nido anium lapis factus si cluret. 
Quarc salutem hoiiTi. v. n. g. Albcr. it mcthau- 
ro^ trac. i? c«. vii? 
XIV. N. i!d(38). A JVomaa sealed ma Chair, wHk 
a Jiird in her hands. 
piadn ai awrtnn ae replumare valet. Cur abeq} 
viri copitln. T. n, g, Alber. de naturis 
liQ libro xxiii' 

L 
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SiA. 26 (44). Jb«r Birds nmwuM bjf fame*. 
Cmta M in igne nee ahi nes am wdct Cor 
renens abii igue. t. n. g. Attwr. szuiS 4 dilib) 
tncUta de aoibiu. 
XT. O. dU. S7 (19). Ttirm Bumam ISftmt frmfing, 
ieilh an iron thrine nupended by a magnet. 
Magnetii n n ftxvm. ua tenere valet. Cur pre- 
djetiiBim9p]i«ttt.T.n.f. yiid«& Aug^ dcciui. 
dL ca. ubi supra. 
^.28(64). TirmwUktktfhiildntfi»gint»At 
ittfltrm 4m2 Ant Burdt twImtttiM, 
OtrbHttdsarlMM jiNnAiiMticUrct. Cor. spu* 
•■iicd<iiie.T.ii.g. Alber.niuf deuiaii'lilnu. 
at de mitimt reran. IL v? 
XVLC. M.«9(10). 7VwJfiH,<Mtt<n&iiMitflMM, 
«■ uUek i$ fin. 
AlbwloB n vehadi* •rderenkt qtuurain* 
mta vcncrc virgo non gnMHUfet. xii? 
doi tfL ca. vi? 
M. S0(40). ulSiiS«pMAiny, iMti JiHOiMy*. 
S bm hnmaau verbu pgnri— <ianL Oar ver- 
bam patroioterruTUgoimigeiwnTCt. Vale- 
noa. bbro. i? ca. iiii* 

XVII. Q. At. SI (5). ^ JZw«<i'« carried up inte the 

Air, with MX Animals in the foreground. 
8i ventiu naum nuocum longe dctcrrc valet. Cur 
summi patn* fllnm virgo. non g, Aiber. iii! 
mcthaurorutn trac. ii? ca. viii' 
&tb. 32. A Monk (St. Nacharim ), a Mare, and a 
Mm. 

Si maiorum prestigiis Tiiulier pqnn appartt. Divi- 
ni» cur prodigtis. v, n. p. In vitas ija'.rutn. 

XVIII. K 8. Sub. The Holy Family, with 

C<u/U, Angtlt and tSk^iardt m A* i»ek- 

grotuid. 

O beata infancia p quam noiln gafwm fep«M,fte. 

j<l in facslmth, plate iJtxvi. 

XIX. K. Sub. 31 (1^;, 2'u<o Men filling $aek* with 

corn descending from the Cloud$, 

Si genu tarcnti blaJa pluLssr clar(;t. Quare fjranfi 
fruinenti virgo nun geut'caret. Sigwertun in 
cronuia. 

Silk.t&(37). A Man xnlJi a WhecIhan-o\c. into which 
mother it pulling the $teei maaset vhich orv 
JaOing from <A« elowb. 
Mvtun M calibe in nube nsstj Talct. Cur fortctn 
deum valide virgo non gcncraret. AlbcrUu 
iti* mathninf tne. iiL 0. zxiir 

XX. G. Suh. m m). A Fmah and a Ship. 

Si classcm virgo claudia ad littiu traberc val} Car 
•pV «Hiete ftMuuh mgo no geiMiamt. Aug' 
etc diiitatt dci c*. ziif 



Sub. 87 (58). A Male and FemaU aUen^tmf 
tmA ajbn teUi a gtm»nU. 
Emiliam n carboeo igncm acccndere claret Cw 
nrtute ex alto vugo non geaerareL Valetiiu, 
libra if ML if 

XXI. S. Sid>. 38 (36). Grce stated, with aVmtt MM* 
tttimng Uiffuas and tariout ammmb, 
Canaiiiibiw a dice hoauBBi fwtiMe deMti Cur 
iheram Xpm ex ae t. m g. Atlg^ Xf de ctoi- 
ta.te deL ca. xiif 

88(88). ASmrUcMng thrteCtAtbOatiht^. 
Ur»a 81 vetoi on radea formare valet. Cur vgo 
gabnebs cfifc vwgo non gene. Abui* in A pkH 
wtniepfOM. I. «t jni xi; elby^ 
XXQ. T. TweNtJ^Bke Simaf text (of the umc size as 
the fint page), coBawDciiig " Ytaya* emttm- 
pltttu mitttrnm rtin^emit humang,** etc. 
Last line of page, — 
"twH q Imt^ i e^nt mmm" ala d'o et came." 
XXin. V. Alt. 40 (41). Ostrkh md Egg* {one partly 
hatched ), with the Sun in left cormr at top. 
8) ova atrutiouia aol escubare valet. Car ven aohi 
ope. T. n. g. Alber. in de propria, te. libra 
vii'.' ct y»i xii? ethy^ ca. Iviii? 
Si^. 41 (46). Lion*** with thr** young. 
Leo « mgitu prolea tuatitara valet. Cur ntam a 
•pn. T. B. g. jii xiif ed17.ea.avf cC Alanna in 
dc plattc. na'e. prosa prima. 

XXIV. X. ^.4S(56). 2W> Men,one pointing to the Jire 

oner the Porek tfA0 Temple in th* la d t^r m mi. 
Si lumen phani veneris nullo extinjfwprp valet. 
Quarc absq^ veneris ig^e. vug. Aug^ xxi? de 
ciui del ca. vii? 
Sub. 43 (7). A Parrot, snyiug, "Ave, avt:, wt." 
Pftidicus a natura ave si diccrc valet. Quare p aure 
virpo pura non gencrarct Expentia. - 

XXV. Y. Std>. 44. Eurupa fondled by the Bull. 
Jupiter genonden ialsi sub jmagine lliauri. Si 

leaentcnrkenlen. r. n. g. Ovidiiia ia. iiiedi»> 
morphosius. 
Sub. 46 (42). Mower* and Tret*. 
8» tde in viraie aeap bbimm valet. Cor denov 
pudoriaflore.T.B.g. Angf xsif icuudel.Gep 
pitulo iii? 

XXVI. Z. TUity Uncs of text, ooaunendKgt 
"Eximiu* doctor Au'f in de mirabdifi *aan ecr^ 

tur* capifuio ut liiri ttreio," etc. 
iMt line of page^ 
"rtt pudore* tj«s att eni t t ftutkm im . *' 
XXVIL PagcofUxt, 
XXVIIL F^gaortcat, 

Thcae two leavea an mnliiig in the Mumm oepf. 
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In tbe preceding note of contents wc have given the few lines of text to each 
design, as in the original, ^vith all the ooutractioiis of the worde^ as £eu: a8 our 
modem tj'pe could supply the pymholg. 

We have befoi-e us a cop^* of an editionf of a similar work. It is in small 4to., 
tdtlioat amy indkaticm. of tiie nmie ni the lainter, place, or date. It appears to have 
been printed Tery late in the fifteenth centuxjr, apon veiy ooane porous pap«*, 
only one sheet bmring a mtter-mark (letter p). It eontains thirty leavee^ mduding 
a blank one at the comiuencemeni. The work, opens, on the recto of the second Iea( 
with a woodcttt of the Salutation of the Virgin, having a text beneath it; another, 
but larger woodcut, occupying the reverse of the leaf. A series of fifty woodcuts 
follow, each design, with its descriptive text above and below, occupying a page, 
except in a few instances, where the text is continued on the next page. The designs 
are veiy rudely executed, and the subjects correspond in general with those in the 
Block-Books. A fUl^length woodcut of the Vir^'Iu and Child oocupies the recto of 
the last leaf. 

In the British Mufleum is a copy of anotiter edition* of similar sise^ evidently 

issued by the same printer, the same woodcuts having been used. This is proved by 
the thirty-sixth woodcitt, ^\llere, in both impressions, the block presents the same 
injury in the face of the left figure. In other of the woodcuts also, corresponding 
breakages occur. It comprises twenty nine leaves. The woodcut which is at the 
end of the other editions, here occupies the blank leaf at the commencement. 

The same libraiy containa another edition, also in 4to., but rather larger. It is 
printedinabolder andagothic type. The woodcuts are equally coarse. The edition 
18 described by Panaer in bis AntuUen der aUen lkutMh«n LiUeraiur, p. SI, under the 
title of " Be/emoria uu/iokUa tirginitaUs eastisnme dei genetfieu Maria.'* The copy 
in the British Museum wants title, leaf a» 1 The work dosee on the SOUi leaf with 
a woodcut of the Vjigin and Child. 

* Mr. Lilly, the bookseller, kindly fa roared us with the loan of tliia copy, Julj 1855. 

t It is doabtleas the same pJItiori a? t!iat mcntionc.iI by Rrunet, vol. ii. p. 289. Onr of thf p.tn;cs (full text) 
has thirty-one Uoea. Paazer, vol. i. p. 391, describe* it under the following title, " Marice Dei Genitrici* 
Virgmk^A huiUatm Jh^maurium, m fuo adduaa^wr Eampta qmh%u aperti*tim« dmmmttrahtr tjpMHii werv- 
tt'siimam Vtrginem coneipere ei parere pottmse u/n'ijetn'fum Deifilium Jesum Cht alum nh^qrie tfsionf infegiTrtmir' 
turn rirjfmiiatit." Lauc, vol. i. p. 208, notices it as " Vita B. M. VirgtM all^wriet tcripta et cum bH ^g. aiU- 
fmm mI /«$km Cuw t ft iu m ,*' Tb» copy eked by Panier waated, no doubt, the woodcut at ibo end, making 
fifty-thrrr in nil. We hare heard it stated that the final woodcut fornn the frontispiece to another work, intitlcd 
**£oiarium inteineraite Maria Virgmit" It may have been subsequently or previously so uscdj but in tbe 
copy quoted by na, tbe leaf baa endeatly been pnntediritli tbe mwk. 
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PLATE LXXVII. FOUR PAGES. 
<J>WMt a Otpff M Ik Library tfEuu. SramBa*.} 



MI&ABILIA ROM.£. 0£RMANIC£. 
BUNSK'BooK ofNikbtt*two Liath oe Om Hvmdbbd amd Eiobtt>foub Paobs.^ — SmuUUo^ 

Ibu TBiy cniioiis volume appeani to hare been unknown to Hemeeken. The 
Spsneer copy is bo doeely bound that it is impoeaible to ascertain "wbethor the pages 
hare been worked off in gatherings or in single sheets. It is certain, however, that 
the whole ninety-two leaves are the work of the wood-cutter; but whedier eadi 
page formed a separate block is a point which, for the cause assigned, we cannot 
ascertain. 

The volume ojiens, on the reverse of the first leaf, with the design of the " Sudu- 
rtum," having the Papal arms beneath, as given in No. I. of our facsimiles. There 
is thoL a page of introductoiy matter, on the recto of the next leal^ as in Na II., 
which has on the reverse a design representing a boilding; evidently intended for 
Rome, there boucig in the for^round a wolf, with Romulus and Remus beneath. 
After this introduction the work commences, of which a facsimile of the first page of 
text is given in the liihliotheca Spenceriana, voL vi p. 189, the Papal arms being at 
the top of the page, as in the following cut 




* This copy was obtained fiom Munich, and is a duplicate of the one in the Public Library. The copy i» 
deieribed, in the BOUciUiMa ^^mtmima, vol. vi. p. 188, to 1w nnoh eropt, when mm^ntA. widi dut ntuned 
at Munich. Dr, DibJin states that it w.is " unknown to Ilcineckeii nnrl all other l?iblio!?r,iphrrs." IliTnard dt- 
Rocsi, however, published in 181 1 a small brochure upon it, entitled " Dell' origine della stampa in tavole incise 
e di uiw Mttam • MonoMiata edicioBe alognfin dd Dottorc G. Bcnuodo di BmsL" 9m., Parma, 1811. It 
vu i1m known to Pinaer. 
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In. the preceding woodcut the <nos8 k&jrs* occupy the shield uuder the Papal 

crown, whereas in the arms on the reverse of the first leaf they occupy the first 
shield, here containing tho Imperial eagle. Thu Pnjie is frequently represented aa 
seated in the Papal chair of state, holding in one hand two keys upi ight. It is not 
our intention to enter into the heraldic eignifcance of the two ke)s crosiied; we 
frill simply obeem^ thail^ in many imriiaiices "whexe they so appear, they are intended 
to repreaent the anns of Pope Nicolas Y., who aammed tl^ P<mtificate in 1447. 

We have alluded to these Psjml arms in consequence of tiie fallowing passsge 
occurring in the deacriptkni givesn of the vozk by M. Quidiard in the BiMHin de 
BMiophUe for 1840, p. 121: 

"Le« Mimh'lm Romm ne contiennent pas moins de 180 pages de texte, chifire 
enonnc (jui jxiurroit faire douterde I'esistence d'une impression xylographique aussi 
^tendue, si les ti^moignages de Paniier, de Bcruai do do Rossi, de MM. Dibdin, Heller, 
Jaoobe, et Ukert, ne s'accordoieut tous sur ce point: cette edition est sans date; 
mais les armes du Fape Sixte IV., qui se tronvent sur le dernier feuiUet, indiquent 
que le livre ne pftt 6tre imprim^ que sous le r^e de ce pontile, e'est-^pdire de 1471 
3^1484" 

It will be aeea. that the above description given by 31. Guichard agrees with 
ours, with the exception that the woodcut precediT.^r the last portion of the work in 
the iS^enctT copy is j)lac( d at the commenfemont tl,. w nk; while that on the 
reverse of the first leaf in the Spencer closes the one debcribed by M. Guichard. 

Proceeding witli the collation of the Spencer copy, the text continues as far as 
the twenty-sixth lea^ thus closing on the reverse of that leitf, 

" Com 

stant(iu]|iel bnd !iff Horn u yabst." 

Next comes a coarHely-exeeuted design, rei>resenting, in the npj)er part, a i>vie8t 
in a pulpit preaching, and a man on either side holding a liglited ta]ier; wliile in 
the lower part is a multitude of persons, or group of followers, with lighted tapers, 
looking at tiie Sudarkun^ After this, the text of another portion of the work 
commodces, as in our plate No. III., which, incJnding the woodcut^ occupieB sixty- 
six leavee^ of which the last psge is given, No. IV., in our plate. 

Ifoiuy are the edition:^ <tf the Miraiilia Romm that wei e |irinted during the 
latter part of the fifteenth and the early part of the sixteenth centuries. In one 
edition, in the German language, tho arms of Pope Innocent VIII. (1484-1492) occur; 
and in another, the arms of Pope Alexander VI. (1492-ld03t.) 

* TIm croa keys w ere ued it m Tciy etrly paiiod w » witoMiiirk. W« Wt, ia out eollectmi, « tnciny 

of one an earlj m 1358. 

t Culleun de Dibliophilc, p. 1523. Pari*, Techner, 1840, 
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A SERIES OF TWO HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SE\ L.\ ENGRAVINGS ON WOOD, 
WITUOUT ANY EXi'LANATOKY TEXT. 



Block-Book of Thiktt«Foub Leatii. — LaryelbUo. 

The oiily oopj knoim of Hub Tolume is In the libnuy of "Mr. PerkinB. We mudi 
r^ret we have not aipun* had. the opftortcmi^ of inapectmg it, at the time we 
did so, our memoranda resped^blg it were not made with any view to publication. 

M'c believe the copy to be the same as that in Th(» possession of the Marquis of 
Biandfordf at the period (IHKi) when Mr. Singer published his valuable %vork on 
Playing Cards, etc. Under these circumst.ance8, we luu.st content ouraelves with 
giving tlie description of it fiom the work of that gentleman (pp. 141-4): 

"In the libEaij of the Marquie dT Bfawdlbcd there k a eariovs series of prints^ 
apparently intoided for an editiooi of the JS^Metdtm HumamoB SahaHonig. They 
are arranged four on a page), and are printed with blads ink, by means of the prees^ 
and on both sides of the paper. The numb» of printed leaves is thirty-three^, the 
last of which has but one subject impressed upon it. The number of subjects is two 
hundred and fifty-seven: they are not accompanied by any printed text or explana- 
tion of the subjects i*epre8eiited, but havt; bri(.>f written descriptions^ sometimes in 
Latin and sometimes in German, over each print. 

" If rudeness of execution could be received as any testimony of antiquity, these 
prints might readily be oonoeived to take precedence of those in tiie Dutch /Sj^ecU' 
hm; and they somewhat resemble in style the cuts of the Apoetdyptu S, /oAanni^f. 
The first print is the &11 of Ludfer. Another edition of the JSpeadum, supposed to 
be printed by G. Zalner, in which the text is executed with moveable t^pes^ in 

* I addrcaaad two letten to Mr. Perkins, begging to be tdlowcd to exunine the volume; Imt I regree to 

add that I have not noeived ttny reply to them. 

f llic volume was evidently not sold, or rather not eniiowrated in the «ale catologue of" the While Kn^ht's 
Library ," prepared by Messrs. Pa>'nc and Foat in 1819. It may have been reserved, and afterwards disposed ot 

t Hw tbuty-threc leaves, vitii one Uaalt leaf preceding, form three gadieringi, the first of twelve, Ae 
•eeontl of ten, ar.d the third of tw( Ive leaves. The MS. descriptions of the cuu comprise twentj*two sheet*. 

§ I cannot at all agree with Mr. Singer os this pout. I see not the smallest similarity of a^le. 
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forty-five chapters, with one hundred and ninety-two vignettes, is described by 
Heinecken*, and a more ample account of it given by Mr. Dibdinf . 

" We are happy to have it in our power to exhibit the subjoined facsimile of one 
of the prints of this extraordinary volume, — the subject of the marriage of the 
Virgin Mary. It is rather a favourable specimen of the style in which they are 
executed. 




" The volume which contains these singularly curious cuts was formerly in the 
collection of the Cardinal de Brienne, and has been described by the Abbd LaireJ. 
It contains also, as ho has noticed, a MS. decorated with rude drawings, intitled, 
'Compilatio L'ihrorum totius BtblicB ah Adam usque ad Christum, a fratre Johaniie 
deUiino ordinis minorum diocesis Aquiliensis ;' who terminates his dedicatory epistle 
to the Patriarch of Aquileia, thus, ' hanc cartham manu propria in civitatc I'tini 
AquUieru^is diocesis, anno Domino milled- cc<f- xliiij"- de m,ense Januarii, cum eis fignrin 
comcripsi.' Laire asserts that this is the original manuscript, and says it is deco- 
rated with illuminations, which are not bad considering the time when they were 
executed. Now it is remarkable that the water-marks throughout the volume, both 

• Heinecken, p. 565. t Bibliothcea Spenceriaua, vol. iv., p. 9. 

t Index Librorum ab InvenU Typog. ad annum 1500 ; torn, i., p. 4. 
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in the manuscrint nhove cited, and in the leaves upon wliich tlie cuts are impressed, 
are tke same ; tiiaL w ixich most fre4ueutly oceiua ia tlie following, marked No. 1. 

' No. 1. No. 2. 




"Indeed, there is but one other, and that is found only on two or three of the 
latter leaves of the manuscript part of the volume, where the paper is evidently of 
a different texture. We have, however, thought it best to have it aleo copied; and 
it is here Bubjoined, and marked No. 2. 

'*Now, snppodDg the aaBertioa of Laire eouid be depended an, and tiie manu- 
Bcript in qttesti<Hi could be ooDsidered of the date assigned to it (1344), wo should 
here ha>'e one of the earliest attested specimens of sylographic art. It is evident 
that Laire had not observed the water-marks, for he says the i^-oodcuts very much 
resemble those in the Jliroir de I'kumoin Ui/iuiige, thrice printed at Lyons from the 
year 1479 to 1483, but that they are much ruder. According to Sautander, the 
water-mark most prevalent in this volume is found on the paper of books printed 
by Lucas Brandis de Schassy at Lnbecv in 1475, and by Rodt and Wenser at Basle. 
It ia most probable, therefora^ that this curious voxk vas the production vi one of 
those artists*; and we lather indine to tiie supposttion that it may have been 
exr ' lit 1 V)y Lucas de Brandis, for in the Rudimentum Notficiomimf printed by him 
inl47«>, a great number of woodcats are introduced, many of which resemble^ in point 

* Mr. Singer here implies that the PrmUn were llie Aitifto who detuned utd engraved the cata. We 

hfHevp th.it VtlJoiu r h the only printt r knoirn who nt that early period combined tho title of artist with th.'it of 
typographer ; and that tho wood-engraving* which issued Irom his pre«s were rcaUjr the work of his own graver. 
they do not exhilnt hia skill as a wood-catter to madt advaatag*. Ia nakinf this obawratioit do aot nudnda 
the wonr!c«ti illustratitiR the rdition nf the Sp'rtilum printed by him. It a matter of (question whether, in the 
Tcry early gtaie of the Art of l*rinting by moveable type, the letters were not ail engrared by the hand, and 
not cart. Or even if the letlen wiere eaat, whedMT tba^ did not aftefwaids cone luder the lund gf the 
engraver. In the earliest specimens of typotrraphy very few letters will be found to roTTrspnnd exactly in 
&ce. Hence arises this observation upon a subject I shall have occasion to discuss more fully at the close 
of Uboun. & XayA S. 
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of style, those in the work we axe describing. The motive for introducing a descrip- 
tion of this angular xylographic piodnciioQ in this place, was to afford the reader 
an opportunily ofocnnparing it with the spedmenB from the Dateh iSjpwMikNii, which 
are g^ven by Ut, Dibdin and Ur. OtUej. Had the advooatea far Harton sfcnmUed 
upon anythilig half bo OondiuiYe as the date of the manuscript in this case, they 
would have urged it as a strong and irrefragable argument in favour of their cause*. 
It is possible that copies of this curious work, with a printed text or description 8ab» 
joined, exist; but no copy of it appears to have been known to Heinecken, unless we 
suppose the German Speculum, which he describes as printed by Bernard Richel at 
Basle, to have been decorated with these cuts. He describes them, however, of the 
siae of playing cards; and it ia obvioua that thofle we are describing are larger; but 
as er^ day shewa ub that we are not at the end of onr i^ypograikhical diaooveriaB, 
we may reasonably hope that some fiitare biUiographer will be enabled to set this 
matter at rest bjr finding a oapj with the printed tnt^ the date, and name of the 
printer. 

"A work exclusivolv on these Block-Books, brovifrli t fonvnrd in an unostenta- 
tious form, and facsimiles of tlie principal ones, is still a desideratum ; for as Hein- 
ecken's work is devoted to other subjects, it coidd scarcely be expected that he 
should enter more largely into this curious department of WWiographyf." 

In no other instance has Singer entered into a description of any Blodc- 
Book; and as we believe his views upon the ori^ of printing are somewhat dif- 
fscexA fsam. tiiose he publicly pn^essed at the period of the publication of his work 
on Playing Cards;, we refrain from making any observations upon the account lie 
has given of the volume in question, furtlier than in stating that, if he had not 
depended upon what Heinecken:): bad written respecting the dimermnns of the 
designs, and liad he examined a copy of the German edition of tlie Sj/eruliim printed 
at Bade, in 147(>, by Richel, he would have found that the two hundred and fifty- 
seven woodcuto whieh fonn the vohime imder cornddention, wi»e fom the mum 

* Hawe^'cT much Hcemian and others of the tdwotw of the "Corteriim'* daimi night hure ■Uowwl their 

patriotism to have blinded their jtiflf^ment, we feel sure that Mr. Ottley ■would never, for one moment, have 
considered the artists employed on this tcriet of wood-eograviags worthy to be compared with those who 
oeoated the wood-engnvbgi in the Bloek^Boeiki •ttribntod to HinHand or the Low Couatriee, more puticn- 
larly in those of the Speculum Humante Sahatiom's. 

t When I made an inreatigation of the various editions of the Block-Books as an additi<»i to my literary 
pwaiiUBylbadiiotrMAiksTClmkUoinAof Mr. Snigerj asA litdcdUIInpMttlwt I akonld, oatefthaTny 
Jew pa^cs of memoranda left by my father, have pxtcndrd my labours to thrre volumes. In prusecntint; this 
aioet agreeable and sedactiTe Uak, the above passage, from the writings of a gentleman so eminent in the Uterary 
world* !iM muck awouigied no; and I aniat leaTe othen to jiulgobowftrl hafe nioeeeded in ewryinyoat hii 
desired object. S. Leigh S. 

i Here is an instance of how essentially requisite it is for persona to see the originals, and sot, unlets they 
li«T« befine dMm MC«t«te fteftmika, to di^cad «pMi dcNripdou of otfun. 
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wood-tdocika m tlioae uaed in tiwt work*. ALn^ had he looked at the vater-mark 
in the paper used by Bidiel, he would have found that marked No. 1 to be rinyiar 
to that on fMjme <^ the paperused bythat printer; andtlwt ilie eame maarkoocoired 
m the paper upon which the designs had been worked off, though of a much smaller 

size. The paper used for the manuscript portion of tlie volume contains, for the 
most part, the same mark as No. 1; the mark of the grapes, No. occurrinL: only 
in three iust^mces ou the paper of that portion of the volume, but not at all ou the 
paper ustid for the cuts. This fact ret^uireti no arguuieut to shew that the paper of 
the two portiona is fiEom the game Bouioe, and that the mannaeript was written 
miteqttenify to the wwkbig of the woodcuts in tlieir present fonn. 

Now it is evident from the &ct of the wood-engravingB (worked off as they have 
been by the ordinary press) presenting a broader face than in the edition, with text, 
printed by Richel in 1476, that those printed oflF separalel^ are of a laterf period. 
In order to support tliis opinion we do not think it necessary to add to what we 
ha%e akeady said upon this subject, at page 158 of the tirst part of our labours. In 
respect to the water-marks, we must refer our readers to our observations upon 
them generally in vol iii We must, however, observe that the MS. bearing the 
date 1345 has evidently be«i eop&ed firom the orignial of that date. 

On eompaiinj^ some years ago, the two hundred and fiftynaeren demgna 
in the form of a Bloek'Book, with those in the printed edition, we found that two 
of them, "The Return of the Prodded Son," and "The Man who fell among Thietei" 
were different ; and of the dcsij^s of the two Thieves, in the Cnieifixion of our 
Saviour, in the printed edition (the one representing an Angel, and the (itlu r a 
Devil, respectively receiving the spirit of the d^nng malefactor), the latter oidy has 
been used iu it^ perfect state for the Block-Book; the angel in tiie former not 
appearing, having probably been covered over by a piece of paper after the block 
had been inked, and before the impresBion was taken <^ 

We Much regret that, owing to our not having had the opportunity of agun 
inspecting the Tidume (now in the posseaston of Mr. Perkins), we are only able to 
give copies of our own tracings, made many years since, of the two designs first 
above alluded to; which, thon<2^h not acmrafe facsimiles, will nevertheless, on com- 
paiison, shew the diU'ereuce iu the designs of the same subjects in the MS., and in 
the edition printed by Hichel iu 1476. 

* That cdiiion contain^i itiiprcissions of two kundrcd ami s>jvcii^f^«ight euti, the aJdi tiM Mil twentj^w* 
arising from wmc of the ni-ood-blocks having been lued ovet tgain. 

t In illMtrKtkti of Hm I find dw ibOowtng detcriiMion, iribten hj my fiither mmj yean tince, recpecting 
the edition of 1476 : " On the 100th page of the text is a cut of the Crucifixion, attcinlL d by y and St. John. 
Th» nimbua around the head of St. John, in the fir»t instance, ia perfect ; whereas, in the cut that is repeated at 
the end of fhe volume (one of the additional twenty-one plates), the ndltt* n brolcen and imperfect; eonsequendy 
the edition mentioned by Mr. Singer at page 141 is a subsequent edition to the present, as wc tlicre find the 
ladiiw in the broken state, as in the latter part of the preaent edition. 1 would obeerre also, that the lum of ail 
fAe cuti in this /rit printed impresuon are titimitr thu tbow of Mr. Singer's edition (aa tbe wood spceada), an 
inaiir, by die pttrnxm ctHttJIat pieia: the wiurary ia the caie hy the opendon of manipnlatian." 
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We close our account of this pseudo Block-Book with the remark, that, had the 
woodcuts been taken off by f riction, in the light coloured material commonly used 
for the more early Block-Books, even upon paper bearing the same water-marks, 
persons might have presumed that they had preceded the impressions in the 
printed work of 1476 by many years. 



PLATE LXXVIII. THE FIRST PAGE. 
(From a Wood-engrating in our Potttttion.) 

Among our collections illiistrating the various editions of the Block -Books, we 
have an impression of a woorf-engraving of the first page of an edition in German of 
the Speculum, of which the present plate is an accurate facsimile. 

The engraving appears to be a facsimile of an etlition with which we are totally 
unacquainted; nor can we find any accoimt of a corresponding edition mentioned 
by any bibliographer. It is evidently coarsely copied from one of the four earliest 
editions; but of the original from which the text in German under the design 
has been taken, we are unable to obtain any infonnation. 

It appears to have been executed by the same hand as copied plate lxviii. from 
the Biblia Pauperum, and is evidently intended for the illustration of the same work. 

M 2 
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PLATES^ IXXIZ. AND LZXX. PAGES IIL AKD XXVII. 



Block-Book ot Twhttt-Six Lbatc*. — BmiMIi^. 

Thk Spencer copy of this extraordinary and singuLir production having recently 
obtaiutid peculiar uotoriety (ad we shall shortly have oecamuu to state), we are in 
flome meaaara indaeed to r^et aur determfnatiooi of not ^ting any Public 
libnuy on the Oontm«ii imtil aftw the c<»nplBtion of the task we have imposed 
upon oundres— of presenting to our read«« minute coUationa and deacriptions, 
aoeompanied with facsimiles, of those Block-Booka on^ that we yasve penonaUy had 
the opportuuity of examinliii; and comparing. 

This remark a.risP3 from feeling a conviction that, on a further examination, 
there will be found to exist two, or vw.w three, distinct editions of the Block -Book 
in question ; and that one is executed in a superior maimer to the others. We are 
induced to believe that the result of a minute compaiison of the SpeM&r copy with 
the one in the Imperial library at Fans* would abew that the impreat^B of eaeh 
are from a <Ufferent aeries of wood-blooka. It certainly appeara rather absurd thal^ 
when we might in a few hours sati^ ourseLves upon the point at issue in our own 
minds, w© do not do so. Wo must, therefore, plead guilty of obstinacy in maintain- 
ing our resolution, tlioun;]i Ave hope the result of it will be, that those A^1^o are 
sufficiently interested in the more early Xylocrraphic Productions (the very root of 
typo<rra]5liy) to read the.^^e paLres, will lia\e tlie opportunity of possessing a small 
supplemental volume, whereiu many of the deliciencies (and many there are) that 
oocur in the vohmies before them will be supplied. 

We will now enter into a brief bibliognipMcal deaeripti<nk of the Sptneer copy of 
the Mode-Book under notice. It comprises twenty-six leaver forming a volume of 
fiily'two pa@e«h printed on botii sidea^ with the exception of the reverse of the firsl^ 

* Otring to the tracing-paper having been slightly moved from its original position during tlic operation of 
making the facsimiles, we find thit the pklei are an dghth of an indi longer tban dw originala. See obierra- 
dona, ToL i., pp. 143-4. 
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the recto of the second, the reverse of the twenty-fifth, and the recto of the last, 
leaves, making altogether forty-eight engraved pages, consisting of the engravetl 
ornamental pages at the beginning and end, the introductory page, the page of text 
as given by ua (plate lxxix.), and forty-four* pages, each containing the design of a 
hand. The first and last leaves are worked ofif so as to form a cover to the volume, 
the outer coverings being occupied by the ornamental design, the one as the title, 
and the other as the end of the work. The other twenty-four leaves comprise three 
gatherings of eight leaves each, of which the first four of each gathering (except the 
first) bear the signatures respectively [a. i.] B. il. a. Hi. a. UiL — b. L b. u. b. Hi. 
b. iiii. — c. t f. it t. iii. t. itii. — n. t 5. it. 0. Hi. 5. Hit 

The paper on which the impressions in this copy have been worked off, is of a 
peculiarly soft and porous nature, and is remarkable from there being no water- 
markf . It has the appearance of having been made partly of straw, to which its 
colour closely approximates. 

In the subjoined enumeration of the engraved pages we have endeavoured to 
convey to our readers some idea of the nature of the work, without in the smallest 
degree attempting to explain the mysteries of the designs, wherein are contained all 
the secrets of the Art of Chiromancy. 

Leaf 

I. recto. An ornamental design, occupjang the whole page, of which we subjoin a 
copy of the upper part, containing above it the title of the work. Our woodcut 
is taken from a plate in the work of Heinecken, p. 479; but which, on rt-- 
examining the Spencer copy, we find to be less coarse than tlie original. It, 
however, answers sufiiciently to convey the character of the design. 




" reverse. Blank. 

• M. Guichard, Bulletin de Bibliophile, p. 193, collates them as forty-two only, and states that there arc 
three pages of text : " Le volume conticnt done 2 feuiilet« de couverture, 2 figures, 3 paragraphes dc t«xtc, ct 42 
mains ; Ic tout a ^t^ grave sur 48 planches dc bois." Wc make from this, his collation, forty-nine engraved 
pages in lieu of forty-eight, the right number ; the error arises from his stating that there are three pages of text 
instead of tKO. 

t This is also the case with one of the copies (that wanting the first leaf) in the Imperial Library at Pari*, 
a copy agreeing in all respects with that in the Library of Earl Spencer. 
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Leaf 

II. Tec. [a. u] Blank, no signature. 

rev. An introductory page, thus commencing, 

^JS\ ^ na^ gntcfittben butti bon Her f^aniOi batt ;u 
^ ^ teutsct) gemadbt Dortor fjartlieb burtb bett unb bai 
sung btt tittrd)lei(|)tt9en ijotbs^omm fUrsttn ftoito 
9nna geborm bon 9raans(tf)b[ieigg pnnat>rl Dem tits0ct* 
rricfjen bocljgTloptfn furstni bfrt^og atbrtrb bntjog ju bafw 
bnb graff }u T'^oburg, : bas isst !jcsrl)ri)m am ftttag nut 
SonceptUniifi inai:ia torginid $lono0u( 144S. 

Hie litoal trniiBlation of the above Is: "The after [foUowing] wzittea 
Book of the Hand has [was] made Qennan [by] Doctor Hartlieb, through 
the prayer and liiddmg of the 8ereo«{, bighboxn PrinoeaB Dame Anna nh 

Brunswick, ^vife of the virtuous, blessed Prince^ Duke Albert, Duke of 
Bavaria and Count of Voburg : that [this] has come to pass on the Friday 
ajfter the Conception of Man,^ the most glorious Virf^n. J448." 

After this follow seven other lines, oomiiienciiig, '* Jtnn SO VoiSS; Qas bu 
bjirst tiiibni," etc, -wherein the author explains that he foretells the destiny 
of man by the right hand, and that of the woman by the left Beneath 
these Ihies is a wood'-engraving, representing Hastuxb presenting a copy 
of his book to his pfttroneafit the Prinoeas Anne, the word **MarUiiA*' being 
oagroved over the nude fignra, and **Awm'* oyer the female. 

Had tiie impression in the Spencer copy been worked off in a clearer 
manner, we would have giveti a facsimile of the whole of this page; but as 
it is so blurred in the jnintinrf. we deemed it unsatisfactoiy to do ao. This 
leaf form^ a. but it is not so marked. 

IIL rec. a. it This is the opening page of the work ; and as we have given the 
whole of it in facsimile (plate lxxtx), no description of it is necessary. It has 
been taken \\ith the greatest possible care, and though, as before stated, in 
note, p. y4, the page is longer than the original by the eighth of an inch, 
we hope it will convey to our readers a very correct idea of the style in 
which this angular prodnetion is ezeeated. 

After this follow finiy-four pageB» each having on it a design of an open 
hand, on which are engraved inaraiptions and cabaMstic signs. They 
oonunmoe on the reverse of a* jp.» and end on tlie recto of leaf xxv., the 
reverse being blank. 

• M. Guichard has it tugii." The word is much obliterated in the Speruer copy ; but it shews, we think, 
a double g. Ai die close of tlio nrst line, M. Groidiud hu the woml "haif' in lieu of "hatt,** Agtun. he WW 
many capitals which arc not in the original. 
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Leaf 

XXVI. rec. Blank. 

rev. An ornamental page, of a similar character to that on the recto of the first 
leaf. The same observations which we have made respecting our facsimile, 
pi. Lxxix., are here equally applicable. 




This is the earliest published work on the Art of Cliiromancy. Hartlieb is 
considered by many learned authors* to have been only the translator of it. They 
attribute to his pen the German versions of Eusebius and Ovid, the one printed at 
Augsburg in 1472, and the other, in 1482, at the same place. It is not our intention 
to enumerate the various other curious books that have been written on this 
mysterious subject. As, however, M. Guichardf has taken some little interest in 
referring to those productions, we avail ourselves of his remarks, by subjoining the 
substance of them. 

" Some passages of Job and of Solomon seem to indicate that Chiromancy was 
not imknown to the Hebrews. In Greece, Aristotle fixed the duration of the life 
of man according to the length of certain lines on the hand. In Rome, J uvenal says 
that the women consulted the fortune-tellers in reference to the lines on their fore- 
heads and their hands: a superstition, however, which prevailed still more in the 
sixteenth century." 

" Alexander de Medicis, Duke of Tuscany, having shewn his hand to a Greek, 
the latter predicted that he would be assassinated. Alexander was killed at an 
assignation, by his cousin Laurent. Cecils, a celebrated chiromancer, foretold that, 
on the 24th of September 1504, Barthelmi della Rocca would fall by the sword of a 
Constable of Hermfes Bentivoglio, son of John II., the tyrant of Bologna. It is said 
that Coclfes foresaw the tragic end of Barthelemy, and that he, having told the 
Constable some days before, that he (the Constable) was on the eve of committing a 
murder, at the same time warned Barthelemy to arm himself with sword and 
helmet on leaving his house. The same Cecils foretold to Lac Gauric, the astro- 
loger, his cruel and unjust death. He died under the toment of the rack. Adrien 

• Bulletin dc Bibliophile, p. 195. f PP- 18'— 1S9. 
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SideTj aaoHier not Ibbb renowned diiiomancer, rd&tes tbat lie m«fc at NlmM a man 
havmg a cortain laaA on his thumbs wMdi indUcated tbat he would peridi by the 
wheel, and aaoiHdinc^j 'oet homme ne peat ^happer k la marque &taL^ & est rou^ 
en 1659.' Jaoqain Oaumont, a sailor, had a mark of a similar charaeter, and he was 

hanjo^ed. These facts, more or less authentic^ related by the chiromancein^ have not 
iesaened the number of their followers. 

" If the Professors of Chironiaucy are now rare, those of former days have left 
us many works on the subject. Physicians, mathematicians, and philosophers have 
looked upon it aa an art. From the mnsmgs of diseased, creduloua, and mistaken 
mmds^ they hare eetaUished oertahi precqits^ whidi howerer hiftd bem read with 
avidity, so much does human nature desire to look into fiituiity. 

"The great work* of Adrien ^der on this subject is one of the most singular. 
Strange to say, the author dedicated it to Camille de Neuf-VUle, Archbishop of 
Lyons and Primate of France. Sicler separated the art of Chiromancy into two 
parts, appro{)riating the one to Men and the other to Women ; a distinction of 
which he felt the necessity, by judiciously observing that sometimes the same mark 
in the hand of a man indicated in a woman a totally different meaning ; for 
instance^ that which *prmMttra la erom & un homme /era eonnoftre f€ubne9e d*vme 
femme hjlkr! It may, therefore^ be eaeoly hanagined, how much at varianoe the 
diacoveries of Sldw are with those of his {xredeeessors. 

"The author of I^Sm eompoti cum commento, Lyon, 1492, is one of the first who 
drew horoscopes from the palm of the hand. The work of Inda^rine, printed at 
Strasbourg in 1534, is also veiy complete, and has numerous and richly engraved 
cabalistic fiji^aires. The celebrated Taesnierius has followed Coclbs. Another 
remaikable work is that of Trichassio da Gerasari, \s Lich has bceu translated into 
FrendL From that work and the precepts of ISider, Salgues and OoQin de Fbukcy 
have obtuned thdr iuformatiott. 

"The learned Doctor Mart-Ant. Dd Bio divides Chixomanoy into two Idnd^ 
astrological and physiokgioaL Under the latter comes the work of John Hartlieb, 
from which source numerous other productions have emanated, the chiromancers of 
latter days borrowing largdy from his work, without quoting their, authority." 

* "Bartolomei CocUtii PbynoDomiie ac Chironumtue Anutaais, uvc compendium ex pluribus et peoc 
iafttidi antofilnu, eoai appirolwlMae Akxiadii d'Adiitliiiiii.'*— /Ww. 
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Those who are desirous to become acqiTainted with the various editions of the 
works on Chiromancy, will find them t uiimerated in the bibliographical labours of 
Panzer, Maittaire, Santander, and others. In the "Thihd Day" of the "Bibuo- 
OBAPHiOAi;. Decameron," by Dr. Dibdiu, the author intvodttoes the work of ^irtlieb 
in Ids uBoally antusizig style» as followB: 

"Approadi now, ' on tiie tiptoe of expectation,' and let eveiy eye be Btraaned, and 
evecy heart palpitate while tinning over the leavea of 'Thb GHinoiCAKer or De. 
Hartubb.' 

* Tbe Doctor he was a cunning mn. 
And prophet eke wts he^ 
For in die pilu of eitlwt bani 
H« coming «v«alf omU mo.' 

"A Sony quatndn ! which I remember to haye heard, or something like iti pro- 
nounced iq>0Q an itinerant quack and astrologer, habited like an old magidan. 

"LisAsno. O rare Doctor HartHeb! I shall dedre d 700 more aoquaintsnoe, 
good master HartUeb. 

" PuTT.EMON. You shall know him to your heart's content. And mark well, ere 
you look, that the copy of the 'Doctor's labours now hefore us is the first and only 
one which ever came into this country, Heinecken, if I remember rightly, mentions 
but one perfect and three imperfect copies ; yet a tifth, ])erfect, is in the Royal 
Library at i-anii. What a title-page have we here! followed by a portrait of the 
Doctor himself kneeling before his patroness!, the Princess Anne of Brunswick, who 
is abont to receive veiy oourteously the present thus tendered her. 

"Oppoate^ you oheerre, is a very whimsical woodcut* <^ the whole of whidi 
Heineckea has given a facsimile, but by no means faithful, or indicative of the 
peculiar style of art which pre vails in it. Look particularly how extremely defective 
is the impression of the ric;ht liand comer of tliia oblong woodcut. By examining 
the right hand comer of the bottom of the last, leaf, we observe that the printer's 
name is Scapjf, a name 'wholly unkuowu,' as lleiueckcu has justly remarked. 
What sprawling, gigantic hands are there, upon the text describing the mysteries 
<jl£ the Hartliebean chhromancy, impressed. Here is a thumb firom the last hand 
in the volume, and the &te which awaits marks like those reprosented upon it" 

With a woodcut of the aforesaid thumb, and a facsimile of the inscription 
occurring at the foot of the last engraved hand. Dr. Dibdin closes his observations 
upon the work; tliough in a note he gives a brief collation of it, at the same time 
stating that Lord bpencer "obtained the volume for one himdred guineas, it liaving 
been bought in at a public auction for J£120;" adding^ that, "in the tly-leaf of it, a 
manuscript observation informs us that ' the pres^eut copy is supposed to have been 
snmeptitiously obtained from the Imperial Library at Vienna, when the IVench 
army was hi possession of that capital It was puiehaaed of a general officer, who 
VOL. n. K 
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employed an agent for the purpose of vending it, in order to conceal his own name. 
On collating it mth the one in the Royal Libraiy at Tm, the present is fiwnd to 
he perfect: only the thhrd leaf, wludh, in the present copy; is properiy placed 
opposite to tiiat lepres^ting the author and the Frincen Anne of Snmswick, is, in 
the Parisian copy, improperly introduced at nearly the end of the work." 

In some copies of the Block Book tinder cansidearation, the name at the foot of 
the design of the last hand i& as follows^ 

On rdferenoe to our facsimile, plate lxxx., it will be seen that the name in the 
colophonie huKxiptiooL is there spelt ** irog scapC It is very evid^t, from the 
measurement of the two inscriptions (see fiunimilee), that the difference between the 
two is not confined merely to the variation in the spelling of tiie first two worda 

It has hitherto been considered that the whole of the existing copies of Hart- 
lielj's Chiiomancy have been worked off from the same series of wood-blocks, the 
name at the close presenting the ojily variation in them. We are, liowevei', veiy 
much inclined to believe, as we have before stoted, that if the copies were examined 
carefully, page by page, they would turn out to have betu worked from different 
wood-bloaicB. We availed ourselves, while writing our observations upon the work 
of Hartlieh^ of the opportune vieit of a firiend to Paris*, to enable us to obtain 
certain notes impeedag the two copies of the worl^ In the Imperial library in that 
city. From him we learn that the copy, wanting one leaf, corresponds with that in 
the library of Earl Spencer ; and that the paper on which it is printed is of a thin 
texture, brown in colour, and ^\ithout any water-mark. Also, that in the other 
copy, which has the name " wnj sehnpff" tile impressions are all "of a uniform 
colour, a good black; and that the paper ia much better, crackling like writin? 
paper (some of the leaves bearing water-marks), and, doubtless, a different Uragt, 
vsixsskt the first and last leaveai, which are in both copies of a deep stvaw tint. The 
impreestona are a]so much sharper and better.** 

With the assistance of the information given by U. Guichardt we are enabled 
to enumerate the various copies of the work that are known to exist: 

I. The Libbabt of Earl Spencer, A complete copy. It is said to have beeu, 
as before stated* surreptitiously obtahied from the Imperial library at Vienna* 
when the French aimy was in possession of that capital. It ia singalar» however, 
that Beineckeo, who has noticed other Kod^-Books in that libraxy^ should have 
made no mention of tbJs copy. 

* lb.BooiwofB«iid4lKe^wbo«MinooeediiigtoFluiiitdwtiBe^ 
t Btdletb de BiUioplulA. P«rft, 1840, ppu 1954. 



Digrtlzed by Google 



DIE KtJNST CIBOMANTIA. 



91 



II. The Imperial Librabt at Park. A complete copy, obtained about fifty 
years since, together with the Boccaccio of 1-171, for three thousand francs. Tt bears 
the name "wrff Srijapff m anjyBpUtrg" at tho foot of the desi^^m of the last hand, The 
paper on which the copy is printed, is of a very superior quality to that used in the 
Spencer copy, as we have had occaaion to notice. 

m. In xbb aAVB LnniABT Hhiere » a copy, (wanting the fifst leaf) ahuQar to 
that m the £^9eneer ooUeotimL It U also pEinted upon a ooane paper without any 
water-mark. M . Guiofaaid bdieves it to have been obtamed from PoUic library 
at Munich. 

IV. & V. The Public LiBRAitv at Wolfexbuttel contains two imperfect, cojdes. 

VI. The Plulic Libhaky at Winhag, Heinecken, p. 482, states that the 
copy wants two leaves, anci tliat the clesig'ns of the hands aie coloured. 

VII. Thk Pubuc Libkary at Memminukn. Heinecken, p. 4b2, obscrve« that 
this oopy diffon from the othena* mawwaeh a« on the reverse of laat oeems the 
deaogn of a hand; and that the name of Bchapff does not appear on nor have any 
of the leaves signatures or titles <" ni tLtrea^. We presume, by this expresuon, that 
the copy does not contain at the commencement or end either of the two ornamental 
designs with the simple title of the work, "i)*e Kunst Ciromantia," at the top. 
Furthermore, he adds, that the copy altogether is printed with a greater degree of 
care, having the appearance of another impression, though worked from the .same 
wood-blocks (" me paroit etre une nouvelle impression, avec Ics aucicunes planches"). 

H. Chuchftrd statea^, that, in the year 1785, a copy was in the Public Library of 
Batisbon; tiiat Heller mentions a copy as being formerly in the Convent of T^m- 
see; and that Panaer also possessed an imperfect oopy of the work. 

M. Gancia of Brighton iaIiuinB us, that, in 1648> he had a oopy, which he sold to 
Lord Vernon. We only obtained this information while this sheet was in the course 
of printing. Had we been aware of it earlier, we would have sought the loan of the 
vohime, in order to have compared it with the Speruer co]w, as it is one of those 
with tlie name of the engraver or publisher spelt as stated in the preceding page. 

Without further information it is impossible to state which of the above copies 
bears the name "iroff scapff" and which "wrg echapff" the latter being, we presume, 
the rigfit i^»eUing of it. K aU the copies had been woorked ft(m the «me blocks^ a 
careful esamination of the vaxioua broakages in the borders and otii^ podakms of 
the engraved pages, would decide at once as to their priority, whereby we should 
learn whether the name wrongly spelt was an error of the engrave in the first 
instance, and corrected in the latter copies. At all events we may come to the 
conclusion, that, if the copie?? \\ ith tlie name "irnff ftrajitr' \vcre worked off first, he 
was not the engraver of the wou(l-l)locks, as the variation in the luiuio does not 
appear to arise from the not uncommon jiractice of a ]>t;rsou speiiiug his name occa- 
Ofloially in a different manner. 

h2 



Digrtized by Google 



92 



DIE KUUST CULOMANTIA. 



We think it will ultimately be found, tbat tiiose oopies with the naine of Geoige 
ficlu|»ff epelt correctly, cure <tf the ordinal edition, and that the otiien are a aeries cf 
bloiska copied from them; and that the errors in the name have aiisen from the 
ignorance of the artiat onploycd. If such, turns out to be the cas^ and that the 
copy in the Public Library dlifers from all others seen by Heinecken, we shall then 
have three distinct editions of the work. 

In commencing our notes upon tlie Chiromancy of Kartlieb, we stated that a 
notoriety has been lately given to the copy in the library of Earl Spencer. It thus 
arises : Ihe Rev. Dr. J. Bi^iardson, a gentleman who has bew ocmnected with the 
"Tmrn" newspaper i6r nearly finty yean^ has lately published his " RecoEeclaoDa, 
Political^ literary. Dramatic, and Uiaoeilaneous, of the last Half Gentniy; contain- 
ing Anecdotes and Notices of persons of various ranks, prominent in their vocation^ 
with whom the writer was personally acquainte<l " As may be supposed, it is one 
of the most extraordinary publications of its kind tliat has appeared for many years. 
Ttic particular position held by Dr. Riehardwn on all public occasions brought him 
into freiiuent and friendly intercourse with most of the leading men of the day — 
rich and poor, high and low. Whether the numerous anecdotes related by him have 
bem drawn up from memoranda made at the time, or whether he has recently 
written them from his most wonderfiilly retentiive mraiory, we know not Oortain, 
however, it is, tbat those who derive pleasure from the perusal of the "yiwt^ deeds'* 
and " mhdeeds" of the " nofori'ivts'* wiU find a fund of entertaLom^t in the "Recol- 
lections" of the Reverend Authur. 

Many of the characters illustrated lived Inng^ l>efore our time, though rendered 
famiUar to us by hearsay : n kind of traditional Lulbrmation that sometimes leads to 
gmve mistakes. Such appears to have been the case with Dr. Richanlsou when, 
aUnding to the impoeture ci W. H. Ireland in deceiving Dr. Fair, he wrote: "This 
Ireland is said to have made no less a fool of Lord Spencer, the great book collector, 
who purchased, aa a genuine 'Block-BooV sn ingenious imitation in India iiik,or sepia^ 
or some such preparation, of a work called ' Chiromancy,' or the art of t< lling fortunes 
by the lines of the hand ; for which piece of rubbish his Lordship, I believe, paid a 
hundre<l and odd guineas ; tmd it is now, or wns some time aijo, to be seen in the 
Collection at Althoi p, carcfnll} ])re,st'rved from contact with the profane atmosphere 
beneath a glass case on the libiaiy table." 

A circumstantial and well-told anecdote is this! a story calculated, even with 
those most unlearned in bibliography, to reflect on the knowledge and jndgmmt of 
one of the most astute philobiblists that ev^ lived. The lUght Honourable Oeoige 
John Earl Spenc^ not only founded and formed one of the most wonderful lilnuries 
in the world, but he loved his Books, and he lived amongst them. Most truly 
might he exdaim, while enjoying his "Ineunabvlot" 

"Tee utb ws uke, with those wb tovB." 
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To the liberality of the present Lord Spencer we are indebted much. Not once, 
nor tw ice, but thrice, has his Lordship permitted the whole of the Block-BIooks in 
that noble library at Althorp to he brought up to London to aid us iu our investi- 

ga^ooa. We tiiiis had tbe oppodnmitj <tf careftdly exatuinii^g the book in question; 
and greati, therefore, was our astoiiiBbment at reading the Hftatement made respeeUng 
'it. Having the pleosare of being peraonally acquainted vith Dr. BusliaidBou, ure did 
not hesitate at onoe to address him in the fiillowing terms: 

The Woodlands, Norwood, Surrey, Jane 19, 1855. 

Dear Sin 

After reading the statement made Ij you in the seoond volume of your 
"Reminisoencee^" p. 164, reflecting the Bloek-^Mk of Hartlidb's Ohiromane^ in the 
libracj of Earl Spencer, I immediately, through Mr. Appleyard*, made application 
to that nobleman, that the book in question should again be brought to London for 
my re-examination, because, at the time (a few months since) I had some facsimiles 
made from it for my forthcoming work, T saw nothing in that ^olume that could 
lead me for a moment to suppose it to be a forgery, or rather au imitation of the 
woric of Hartlieb by the hand of the unprofitably ingenious William Henry Ireland, 
of Shakeeperian notoriety. 

Gtanseqiiently, on Thursday last^ I most carefiilly re-ezamined the whole of the 
volume; the resiilt of which is* that» in my humble opinion* thm must be altogether 
some mistake in the infbrnuddon upon which you have founded the stat^ent rdated 
by you. 

The volume in question is one whieh has been exeeuted liy the press, in the usual 
printinj^ ink of that lime, and upon pai)er which w ill uot bear the application of any 
*' preparation of India ink or sepia" without ita ruimiiig, as on blotting-paper. It is, 
in fact, as genume a printed |srodnction as is the "Tmeg" newspaper. I will not 
occupy your time by entering into the various typographical points oonneeted with 
the book, with the view of proving its ga&uinoieas. I feet sure that you are the last 
person who would willingly allow any statement to be circulated, that can in any 
way be calculated to diqncsge the contents of so important a libraiy as tliat formed 
by the late Earl Spencer. 

All men are liable to be deceived; and in the present day, \vh(!n the forgery of 
Historical Docu:nents, Autograph Letters, and Antiquities, is made a profvssiOfMl 
occupation, it becomes absolutely necessary to examine such objects with a mspx- 
dous eye ; though, at the same time^ it behoves one not to allow the mind to be led 
away by prgudioe, or by the dictatorial opinions of others. 

• While revising tliis sheet, it is \rith mucli regret I record the death of this most amUble man; »urh 
haviog been aunouuced to have taken place suddenly, during the last few da) «, Walmer, where Mr. Appleyard 
had goBA ifl enjoj hi* aiiinnl rduatioii from ofliciiil datm. SiftmiAm' IS, 1895. 
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It maj hftve happened that W. H. Ireland wu m some waj or ot^er ooameibted 
with the party who obtained tiie book from the officer who stole it from the Tmperial 
libEnuy at Vienna, whence the volume is stated to have been purloined. I will 

pndcavrmr, before I write the few observations T may have to make upon the work 
of Hartlieb, to obtain some information respecting the copy in question; and, should 
yoii 1)0 al)le to give me the details upon which your statement was founded, I shall 
feel very gx-eatly obliged. 

Believe me, dear Sir, moet fidthfully, 

8. liBIOS SOIHEBY. 

Thb Bxv. Bb. AicaABiMOir. 

la answer to the above, ire reoeiyed the foUowing: 

" Timet Office, July 6lli, 1855. 

" Dear Sir, 

"I would have amawered your lettw before, but I have been abeent from 
Laodon. 

" I mufih regret that anything in my book should have givoi you any annoyanee 
or trouble. I believe your book will be read by a olaes of readers who will never 
see mincv and vice versd, and consequently that my notice of Lord Spencer's Block- 
Book will in no way affect its merits. I heard the assertion as to its fabrication 
from the late Gordcn Urquhai t, Esq., of the Navy Pay-Office, a book collect<>r, and 
a particular friend of Ireland, with whom he was concerned in several book trans- 
actiuuH. Of course I tell the story as it was told to me. What you have done, I 
admits -will estaUish its genninenesB. 

"With my best ^riaheB for you, I am very fiiithfully your^a, 

"JoHMf BiCHijaieoir.*' 

We feel it to be quite mmeoessary to brmg forward various points in order to 
prove the graioineneas of the book in question. We only mmtion the fac^ that one 
of the copies in the Imperial libnuiy at Paris is printed upon paper of a similar 
texture ; but, what is more remarkable^ it has not, as is the ease with the paper used 

for the impressions in the Spetirer ropy, any water-mark. 

Dr. Dibdin has informed us that the volunw? wa.s obtained by Lord Sjjencer for 
one hundred and twenty guineas, it havin*!; been bought in at some sale; and 
further, that a manuscript note therein recoid.s it^ having been purloined from the 
Imperial Library at Vienna. Now, on inquiry, we find that the volume was sold. 
May SN), 181^ by Mr. Christie, with a ** OoUecUon of Bare Books formed by a Gentle- 
man on the Oontinent* On refening to the sale catalogue pxeserved by Messrs. 
CShristie and Manson, we see that it was, when offered, bought in for one himdred 
and nineteen guineas; and further, that immediatdy after the sale (as the entry 
proves), the name of Lord Spencer was inserted in the sale catalogue as the pur- 
chaser of the book for wi^ hundred guineas. 
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Here is at once :i clear proof that the said W. H. Ireland, of Shakesperiau 
notoriety, had nothing wlmtever to do with the sale of the book to I/)rd Spencer; 
and the account books of Messrs. Christie shew that the vohtme belonged to a 
Mr. Ooze, witlL irhofw coDectioiL it itob sold. We vQl not enter into the qoestioii of 
thio ho6k liairing been stolok teom the Imperial LHnnuy at "^eiina^ further than that 
■we have our doubts of its ever having heea. in that collection. Dr. BJchardaon 
Snfimns xia, that he obtained hia inf<KniQation respecting it from Mr. Gordon Urquhart, 
a man equally notorious* in his way ns Mr. W. H. Ireland ; and his refinement of 
taste was not such as to lead m to supi)ose that ho knew much about Bloek-Piooks, 
or books at all, thouLrh styled a " Book Collector," Tlu; anecdotes related of him 
by Dr. Richardson aie not very ci"editabie to his taste. The probabihty ia, that 
on some joyous occasum the said W, H. Lreland and the said Gordon Urquhart 
ooneocted the stoxy, and imposed upon the eredulity of their oompanian! 

We have never heard that Mr. ITrqnhart extended his eocentrie pursuits to the 
enjoymmkt of literature and books; nor was his collection of "halters" enriched and 
illustrated with the reports of the trials, dying speeches, confessions, and such like, 
of the malefactors, in the same way as that of a late distinc^nished Baronet, who«ie 
collection of mcix documentSj if report be true, is the most extensive that has ever 
been fonned. 

* ** He «u a man well kaown Mme tMt^ or &rtj yean ago, as one of the principal ■apporten of the 

' priie-ring,' being tlu rontrmponiTy ant! companion of Captain Knrclay, Bt-rlvc-lcy Cruven, Sir Henry ^myth, 
Tom Griffiths, Jackson, and others of sporting celebrity, lie was also remarkable for a similarity of tastut 
vith the celebnted Gecnige Sdwyn. Tlui geBlkiiiiii, it u kaown, nerer aiiied attcBdn^ tfae euoBBin of a 
criiiiinal ; and wa^i, on one occasion, at an execution at Paris, treated with sinswlar marks of respect by the 
Functionary who presided on the scaflbkL Mr. Ur^iihart did not attain to such distinction ; but at Newgate 
Md HoneBK»fM-Lu)e he \ru miderstood to have the <m4p^, mi coiuidered to be » privileged persea. He 

carried hi« rcrrntric penchant for cvcTythinff connected witli the last moments of the unfortunate culprits so far, 
that he inTariably procured from Jack Ketch the halters by which they were strangled, which he carefully 
p we rr e d ■§ Beneiitoe of die iottahilily «f kuMii nditeaoe, oBid flue rewud of ctxdw. He po M e w ed « cnrione 
collection of those dre ary documents, aid obtuocd a aotoine^ bj due pnmiit of which lie wee not a little 

ptovid."—£«eoll«ction», voL ii., p. 40. 
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ANTIQUARIAN AND LITERARY FORGERIES. 

EvsBT man has his hobby ! We have had many, some of which we have 
nearly ridden to the death, l)ut our present ill. w e tio]>e, carry \m safely thron^rh 
tlie Low Countries and Glerniany, without our provoking the laughter which attended, 
tlie far-famed Edmonton equestrian, Johnny (iilpin, or being considered an illustrft- 
tiou of the old saying, tkat " every man is mad upon one subject or another." 

To shew, however, that our hobby is not nnmanageablej we w31 for a ahort time 
rein him np^ and rest from our zylogniphic labouxB^ while we reooid our humUe 
opinion upon a tew points in connection with Dr. Badiardaan'B letter, in our reply to 
which <p. 93) we have made particular referenoe to a system of foxgeiy that has 
been carried on for many years for the purpose of imposing upon the credulity 
of the collectors of what some are yileasod to call the " Ruhhish" of olden times. 

Our remaiks upon the ssubject referred to will be classed under the foxir heads of 

FoitG£Rn!8, Copies, Iufosihonb, aud Ekbobs of Judgusht. 

CSonra and Medals ftimiah us with some of the earliest instances of Foigeries. 
Many eaily Greek and Roman coins an those which are termed **plai«d." These!, 
however, can scarcely come under the denomination of forgeries, because they are 
bdieved by many learned Numismatists to have been struck, at the period, from the 
orij^^inal dies, and probably for the purj^ose of exehanrjc with foreijjn countries They 
may however have been circulated as for<jerieF are at the pi-esent time. 

Very different are the Roman gold coins known as the " Bekker Forgeries." 
These are struck from dies engraved in a style of art rivalliug the work of the 
andentSk Many of the types are of ideal composition, and many are taken from 
known types. The object of these was to deceive the niimiamalastt and for a time 
they did so vny sucoesafoUy. We believe^ that, in the first instance of their iasue, 
the most experienced eye was deceived, and the coins were received into the cabinets 
of the most distinguished connoisseurs ^^^thout exciting the Fimallcst sus|)icion as to 
their genuineness. The dies from which those beantifiil works of art were struck, 
are, we believe, still in existence, and a descriptive lint of thein has been printed*, 
^'umcruuii also are the dies thai have been engraved of Greek, Roman, Saxon, 
English, and other edas. Some the laaige Roman medallioiiB hot bnm aro romaik- 
able for their good work. 

Two of the most succesaful engravers of those dies rqaesenting the early coinage 
of this country wf«e Mr. White and Mr. Emeiy. Among others of tlie fcirgeiies by the 

* Scadiii wu the int pnUidy, in 1888, to denoiinee come of dteae forgerte*. Mr. Cxirt, the enthnsiaitie 

numumatijit, informs us that imprcs'-icus of •ln-m <:;in :iKvavs be oLtainrd, and that the <Iirs !iavc ln'cn fur salt? 
for BUinjr yeara ; aUu that Sckkcr published a list of the coins he bad mantifacttured, ftniountio|; at that time to 
acwljr Arw hmittAt Vat Aux prored to be* by M. Findnri keeper of the ooiii* at Serlio* to be above thiee 
beaded oedAtrty I 
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latter, was the gold Hut] of Mary ; aud bo well is it executed, that it deceived tlie 
late eminent collector Mr. CuiF, and others equally acute iu theu* judgiucut. We do 
not profen to much Imowkdge in fli6M maXketi^ but the tout entemHe of the coin, 
ite sharpncBS and its peooliar oolour, led ub at once to queetion its autbentidtj, 
though at the same time iro acknowledge tiiat ve were tiien aware of its ezistenee 
as a forgery. Not so with Mr. Cuff and others to whom it was broun^t for mie as a 
leo^t "find," with the view of aiding the deception. 

After what we call Forgeries of Coim, follow Cash, which come under the flenonii- 
iiatioii of ropies. These have been, and are, manufactured to a great extent, with the 
view of deceiving the traveller. The dealers in these all over the Continent soon dis- 
cover the extent of the numismatic knowledge of their customers, and how far they 
may impose upon their ignorance. The toish that is, we belioTe, manufiustured even 
in this counlay, and exported to Turkey, Greece, Bome^ and etsewhere, to supply tlie 
demand of the EngUah traTetlers, k alraort beyond belief. Pwaons going to the 
East are often desirous to exhibit their antiquarian knowledge in the purchase of all 
kinds of works of art, bringing back with them what they term a "very valuable 
and choice (''"nffrion." They are perfect!}^ astonished at being told that the plater 
portion of tlieir numismatic treasures are forgeries and casts; and when they leani 
that many of them are of English manufacture, exported from this country' for the 
purpose of imposition, the trKTcUing omnmunily reluctantly allow that they have 
been cheated. 

All these drcumstanoea have produced a general want of confidence, which has 
been increased by the fact that, occasionally, the most eminent men, men who have 
been publicly distinguished for their profound knowledge and judgment, have been 
una1)le to di eide whether a coin is false or not. We have seen, and do see, remark- 
able instances of this fact. We will only record three cases. At the sale, in IS 1-2, of 
the collection of coins formed by the late Dr. Nott, was a gold coin of Cnni jxiitia. 
Doubts were thrown out as to the genuineness of that coin; upon which the late 
Ifr. Thomae^ whose eye and judgment at that time wore not impaired by age, 
determined to purchase it at any cost. He bought it^ m^roMf, f4nr£4S On the 
Bubsequwt dispwaion, in 1844 of his collection, that identical cohi was described as 
"/f/Zj?*^"' by our friend Mr. Burgon, whose knowledge and judgment in tlie early coinage 
of nrecce has always been considered, and is, unrivalled. His decision, however, on 
tliat occasion did not meet with the unanimous consent of others, whose practical 
exiiei'ience and incrensinir know le<!i;e juslilied them in questioning the infallibility of 
their senior m tiie study. Accoixiiugly the coin, which as a forgery was not worth 
more than its weight in gold, produced the sum of £41 lU.v., having been purchased 
by lir. Curt for the private cabinet of the late BcUin. The coin bad originally 
been sold by Signer Oampranesl, of Bome» to Dr. Nott^ and is now in the cabinet 
of one of the most distiDguiahed numismatists in Europe! 

VOL. n. 0 
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Another instance of the difference of opinion amODg the learned, which we 
notioQ from among many tliat we ooidd enumerot^ occurred some few years since. 
In the oolleotion of Mr* Steuarti, a distingiiiflhed antiquarian and numismatistk were 

three Perdan Medallions, in sOver. Various were the opinions as to the authenticity 

of these coins; and on placing fhem side by sidet for the opinions of three persons 

wliose authority on sueh matters was looked upon ns ^ood, we found that not one of 

them agreed with the other; thus leaving us in the position of — 

*' Wbo thail decide when Doctors diaagrss V* 
kj9, fhfln's the nib I H., B., D.*(— Not m three ? 

Again, we believe it to be the opinion of many enoinent nnmismatistflip that all 
the known ffold IHdraehnu or Slaters <^ Athens axe fbigeriea, even in the fhce of 
their having been all struck from different dies, and being as nearly aa possible of 
the same weight i There were two of those Staters in the collection of the late 

Mr. Tliomas, the one prodiiciTi>: X3n lO.s., and tlie other €22. Both these coins are 
looked upon by some as false, while Mr. Burgon wiitcs: "These two coins may be 
safely regarded as of undoubted authenticity. So much doubt and itu^trust an to 
the existence of genuine gold coins of Athens have been caused by the statements 
of Eeiichel and other8> in prints as well as by the works of modem fidsifiersy that this 
r^nark may perhaps be useful to distant coUectoraf*" Such is the eonfident opinioa 
of one of Hie most learned numismatists in Europe. 

Ciiir.pninn fal»e, but Athens right ! 

Ju<]L'mfiU icversefi, — rpvnlvinj; meht ! 

Though we may not be considered as qualified to give au opiuiou ui>on such matters, 
yet we have always looked upon those coins of Athens as genuine. 

Antiqt7ittt:.s. The warehouses of the dealers on the Continent, and even in this 
countr}', abound with for;]ferics of every kind of antiquity: tio matter whether 
Etruscan, Egyptian, Greek, or Roman, all are proiluced with wondert'xil accuracy by 
the skilful hand of the cimning sculptor and luechauic. One of the most remarkable 
forgeries that has taken place during the present coituiy, was a collectktn of 
Etruscan Ornaments in gold, which was sent (as has been stated) from Genoa]; in 
separate tpedmeoB, to this countiy a few years since^ duplicates bang contemporane- 
ously diepatched to BerUn, Paris, and St. Petersburg. The agent selected in England 
to impose nptm the credulity of the antiquarians was one Giovanni D'Athanasif, a 

• Three learned uuniismatinta. 

t Note on the two gold Statett, mo Catalogue, by Mr. BnrgoD. of the Thooiu Cdlectios of Coin*, p. SOSL 

* We have Kuoa to bdi«T« that the eollection was made in London. 

f GlOVAMm S'Atiiakasi, uow no lougcr gnNmiiig under disappointment and mie«ry in this stage txf Iibimb 
tnuMitioiij Vil k mnarkable num. Whether as an empl»j(- »f Consul Salt under Belzoni (who wu no more or 
leas, ere he waa patrtmiaed by Mr. Salt, than a common j vigglcr, among whose feaU was to " cut a man'a head off 
and put it on again !" sec Willis's CurmU Note* for ISdl, p. US, where one of the bilia of hie ^fiMrmaDeci in 
Cork, in is lepiinted), or ■■ the mooeMor to Belmiu in the sapenntendenoe of the mmerons enATatkne 
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Greek, more generally Icnown to all who, during the consulship of Mr. Salt, and for 
some years after, Tisited the shores of Egypt, under the more peculiar servitudinal 

made at fhc pxppnsc of Mr. Salt, Giovanni D'Athanasi was the prcatcst " Purveyor" of FovrriAJf AxTiQriTir,^ 
of bis daj. Almost the first collection of the ancient relics of Egypt of uty consequence, that was brought to thin 
couatry. vM fonn«d by Urn is partaenhip with Cowul Barker. The ooUection ww wld k WeUlBglaiMlrMt in 
IHS^ ; nvii] witli it -w .-ih sdIiI an <:-xtr;ii>riliii.itv manu.icript, ^hich was piirrhn^rt! in Etrrpt by Giora-nni D'AthanaBi 
for a few shilling), and which sold for nearly £300. The manu&cript comprised a series of eighty-sut miniature 
paintiiigf , rcp rw c atian Menes from Biblicil HitMry, rappMed to hftve been ezMated iboat the time «f the 
Crusiulf^. <.f Ritluin! I. and Henry III. of Englriiiil. Tlif x olnme is now in \hfi Bodleian Library, in the cele- 
brated Doi'CR C0U.ECT10X. The coUeettoa also contained no lc«is than fifteen perfect PArvBi, Manuscripts 
detaiHnf the nored lituah of flie An^nt Egyptieu, ud eraemeiitad with deaigiu of fiinenl and otfter religiou 
rrrrmnnirs of the Egyptian Pric«fli(n.d. T1il'>c Papyri were, on their .arrival in this countT\-, in .m unopened 
state, and conseijueatly their contents not known. It so happened that my brother. Captain Sotheby (of the 
HenoureUe Eut India Compeay'i Senricv) waa at thia time on hia furUmgh from the East, and bein|^ a man ef 

s'linc little iiiLri riiiity. lie siici r'nlcil in iiiirnlling and layine (lnw a uii lineuthe whole uf ll.csr m;uu;srrij.t.s, the 

result of which added much tu their interest, historically and pecuniarily. Beverting, however, to Giovanni 
D'Athanui, in 18S5 he aeeompanied At cdebnted Salt Oou.bi;tioh ef Ef^ptian AntiqnStiet to thia country 

fur sail : :i ( uHcrtidji, limvcvi r, cntiri iv formed by D'AlLaiiaiii, in partncrsl.i]) witli Mr. S.ilr, during the vrars 
18Sd, 18S6, and 18^ ; Mr. Salt's previous collection, formed oader the superintendence of Belzoui, having 
been aold in 1894 to the Rvneh GoTemment for £10,000. 

It may be considcrril soimwh.it irn K vant to tlu < t of this work to record any partieiJare of so totally 
different a character. The Antiquary, however, is allowed a wide field for his researches. Bibliograpbical and 
Archwological pursuiu go hand in hand ; and few are there of theie who fake the smaOest interest in the 
wonderful relic* of the Pharaohs who have not heard of poor " Yanni." It is a melancholy fact that this man 
died from the want of the common necessaries of life. The coadjutor of Belioni, — the much belored 
rmptoyi of Mr. Salt,-^he man under whose hands a very great portion of dw Egyptian Antiquitiefl that aden 
the .Mii-rnni's of England, Fraot 1!< rlin, and other places, have been discovered, — the man familiarly known 
aa the " Mogm Yantd" to those who, during his sway on the Nile and amidst the Pyramids and Tomho of the 
Pbaraolis, Tisiled that patriardial land, was a source ef rital aisistanee and domeitie eomfert,— the man whose 
essential aid to such travellers ought never to have been forgotten, and could never be repaid. Yet this BMB 
died as a patqwr, and was so buried 1 I record this SatX, not with the view of casting the slightcat Uame npea 
Aose who had dniiag Aew tntvds in E<gypt derived much assistance in their pnmits, and were oftentimeB mded in 
the very means of their existence in a foreign, distant land ; but rather as a mark vS the pity and regard I enter- 
tain for the meBM»y of this unfiHrtunate man. Though a sufferer to a T«ry lai;ge anoiut by the iailurc of his 
specnlatSeaa in the purchase and lakaf antiquitiei<., yet I could not bat Iwl a&iBtereit in his melaneholy position. 
Daring the preparatory works in the Egyptian Court of the Cryatal Fdaee at Kor» <hii1. I itpjilied to Mr. Owen 
Jones with the viewof getting himasme employment, that gentleman having know n him during his sojourn in Egypt. 
Mr. Owen Jones at once, as a means of saTiag D*AthanBai from starvation, oHered him, through me, a temporary 
situation of a guinea a week. But, alas ! the evanescent hope of fcgaiaing his position ; the unfortunate feeling 
that hi« plans for the removal of one of the Obelisks of Lasor to thia country would be adopted, and hit national 
pride (for he waa a Greek) induced him to refuse the very means of prolonging his earthly career. I vt as 
daBgaraudy ill at the time of his decease, and it was not nntil aotae months after, that I found a letter from him 
on the occasion of his having received some trifling assistance a short time previous. 8ad is the following 
memorial of one who, in the time of need, hss oftentimes rendered, to the great in title, to the artist, and to the 
sick and weary tnmller, soeh asiialanoa as at the tita* no mimey eonld repay. 

''Caiissimo Amico, **18Settfnibve, 1854. 

" Sono died giorni che mi trove al letto : lio perduto tutto il mio aaagiwj nan ha un amico che 
venghi a vedere se sono vivo o morto ! mi manea tutto ! 

" Caro Signore, nan ocdo che ci vcdrcBO piik m qoesta Cam: addio per sempta, mio Sigaor Sethahj, 
addio al Signor AYilkinson, e pure al lore eomowtlO 11 Sigoor Hodg*' 

"Al Sicv. Sotueby." "Gio. D Atuasasi." 
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name of " Vanni." From all the (-ircumstances connected witli that transaction at 
the time, and to the final sale by auction* in May 1843, of the objectsf at Messrs. 

* The«c were ^old hy " order of the ShrriiT of MiddleMX}** md itlltad OO lb* tUl* of tbe cttiilogiie la have 
been " bnugAt/rom JUtlff bjf Signer D'Athanati." 
t We mbjotii a note of the -varknu objects, aa ennraented in the nle catalogue, and the prices they produced : 
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34 A tripod, with circular box and cover, with two embossed figures sacrificing 
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Fo7-ster's, we feel convinced that G. D'Atliaiiasi was icrnorfint of tlie fnmd that was 
being pr!i<!tised upon the antiquarians of this country. He was himself deceived. 
This cannot be wondered at , for, however nnieh knowledge and cxperiyuce he may 
have actjuired m the antiquities of Egypt by hia excavations, those of ancient Etniria 
were almost unknown to him. Speculating, among other of his unlucky ventures, in 
thoae ezquisitelj formed and elegant aooompaniments of the ftmeral appoinlmentfl of 
the EtruacaiiB^ the Yaseb, G. IXAthanaai had beai mined. The consequence of this 
was, that an Italian, named Castellari, finding how easily he was imposed upon in 
respect to such works of early art, adopted the bold scheme of manufacturinfr a- 
collection of objects in gold, in imitation of the ornaments found in the tombs of 
ancient Etntria. This Cast^llari (now dead*) was a most ingenious man: ho had 
been cmjiloyed by Hignor Campauari and his brother (now in Engiaiui) to repair and 
to restore Etruscan vases, and was frequently engaged by Mr. Samuel Rogers in 
mending objects of antiquity. He was also constantly in the studio of the late great 
medaUiBt, Signor FistnieoL llieee drcumstanceSi, and otiier opportunities of a stmilar 
kind, much assisted him in the execution of his forgeries. We believe, however, that 
be was not aixme in the transaction, but that be was aided by others well skilled in 
antiquities. 

Having succeeded wondeifully well with these forgeries, Castellari took two or 
three of them to Giov. D'Atlianasi, statin^; tliat they had been consi<Tned to a Mend 
of his, ha\ iTi;^ been discovered in a tomb just opened in Italy ; but injoiniug the 
greatest secresy, as it was necessary, he said, tliat they sliould be smu;j!:,dcd away 
one by one, because, hhould they be discovered, they would be seiised, as being too 
important to be allowed to leave the country. Giov. D'Athauasi related to us this 
fact, and brought to us one of the artides^ at which we were perfectly amaaed, and 
did not for one moment doubt its authentltntj. We believe that be took or sent that 
same piece to the British Museum, when, after undei^lng the most minute scrutiny, 
its purchase was declined; though, at the same time, we are not aware, that> in 
doing so, the authoiities infonned Giovanni D'Athanasi that it was a forgery! 

"VVe now learn that one of the sjold Paterte, and a small casket, were made up 
from two objects formerly in the collection of Signer Campanari. Castellari havin<; 
obtained casts from the moulds of them made by Signer Pistrucci. The original of 
the Patera is in the Britnh Museum. It is in bronze^ the upper part ornamented 
with ^;nres in reli^ One of these was manufectured in gold, and sold to the late 
M. Bollin, the eminent antiquarian at Paris^ On being shewn to the Due de Luynes 
he immediately reoogdsedthe^oresasooRe^pMidiiigwitbthelinmsePate^ 
the Campanari collection. Whether this fact led to the discovery of the whole being 
ifargeries, we know not We^ however, are not surprised at our friend Mr. Herts 

* He died id Egypt, wliither he liad been tmthfCiar, D'AdMuri to look after WNse propei^ lie lied kft 
atlhebee. 
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having been equally deceived with M. Eolliu ; indeed, it may be fairly stated, that, 
though the purchase of one of the pieoeB had beea declined hy the antiquariana at 
the Britieh If uaeum, these foiig|ei:iea no doubt deceived ererybody else* and« amoaig 
othera. the most distinguished and adventurous Lady Antiquarian in the worlds 
Mrs. Hamilton Gray. We quote her ojjinion of them, as given in her " Tour to (he 
Sepulchres of Etrtiria," pubUshed in 1841 (App. p. 537): " I cunnot tliink that I have 
done justice to Vulci, or to the remains of Etniria, without mentioning that the 
most lieautifui ol)jccts in gold, of Etruscan art, which I had evci sLeii, aie at present 
in the possession nf Mr. Hertz, 11, Great Marlhoroiiirh-Rtrpet, London, and that the 
greater pai t of them came from iLe eepulchrta of Vulci. Home persons doubt their 
ffmutnenen; hut I Ihink ihat «o one imiimately acquawted mth Mnuean m^ei(^ 
and Strtuean style of represmkiiwn, ean heme a suspicion upon ^ suX/jeet." 

Enqbatixos. Many are the lovers of Paintings, who, having the means but not 
the spare to indulge theii taste, by adorning their walls with the original works of 
the (hriii Masters of early times, are content with Engr-aviugs, a 1ar<re collection of 
wliicli may lie eoni])rised in a small «^oiii)>ass. In those they are enabled not only to 
stiuly tlie design of tlie Paiuttn-, but aim to admire the skill oi" the Engraver. In this 
purciuit, however, tlie Amateur, after devoting a number of years to the formation of 
a oollfedaon of Engravings of the Psnnigiano, Baffaelle, Bubena^ Albot Duier, Rem- 
brandt, and other Painters of the various schools^ frequentlj £nd% to Mm mortifiea- 
tion, that his portfolios contain some of those wdl-exeented copies of the more rare 
and beautiful engravings from the works of these Masters: engravings which he 
had previously looked upon as brilliant impressions of the original i^. Marvellously 
exact copies of the \s orks of the Earhest Engravers have from time to tune been 
made: some witli a \ iew of deceiving the nninitiatcd; others executed, as a matter of 
study , l iy the hand of the Amateur, and many published extensively (m vopii .--. 'Dtey 
are not confined to any particular school. Numerous are the almost facsimile copies 
of the engravings by Hare Antonio Baimondi, lUtrad. van Ifeck, Lucas van L^yden, 
Albert DuTNT, BemtnrandW Hollar, and others. It is only by continual study, and a 
practical ezpeii^ce in this particular tmrnch of art^ that the Amateur may hope 
ultimately to be enabled to detect a copy £rom an original. He may become inti- 
matety acquainted with the design of the Painter, and with the touch of the 
Engraver, and yet he will occasionally find himself deceived. It is not for any man, 
however experienced he may be, to c onsider his judgment infallible. In our first 
volume (j). lyS) we have slated how our copy of the early wood-engraving of the 
"Annunciation" (see plate xlvii.), when first executed, completely deceived our 
friend Mr. Ottley, and, subsequently, others skilled in the art Among tiie numerous 
other instances we might mention, in which even the most learned have erred in 
their judgment^ we will merely relate one, and in doing so, we have the full consent 
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of the jiarties to whom we refer. In the Collection of our friend Willinm "Nfnnck 
Mason, Esq. (a collection sold some years ago in Wellington-street) was a most brilliant 
impression of the 8t. CEcrLiA, by Marc Antonio Raimondi. It was described in tlie 
catalogue made by Mr. Francis Graves as a aqty. Now that gentleman has devoted, 
profeamoDAlly, bis whole life to the study Engravinge^ and yet lie candidly oon- 
feases tliat he was completely deceived in respect to that print; so much so, that at 
the time cf the 8aLe(80ine time after he bad described it as a eoff) be felt so satisfied 
that his judgment was correct, that be allowed the print to be purchased by Mr. 
Tiffin for a few shillings, it having imdcrgone the usual ordeal, during the period of 
sale, of a careful examination by many distinguished Amateurs and Priutsellera. 
Mr. Tiffin, the printsellcr, entertained a different opinion : he recognized in the appa- 
rently too brilliant an impression of that rare print, tlie tinest original he had ever 
met with; and his judgment was rewarded by the amount he afterwards obtained 
for it. 

We now pass to the subject of Litebabt Foroebixb. Two of the most remark- 
able in this country ooeurred towards the dose of the kst coitaiy, the one by 
Thohas Ghatikbtoh, and the other by Wiluah Henrt Ibelamo. These forgeries 
have now become matters of literary history. The perpetrator of the one, the 

Rowley and other Forireries. wa?? a youth wliose extraordiiiar}' and early genius 
shot as a meteor across the horizon, its phosphoric pathway leaving nothing but 
impenetrable <iarkness ! 

As regai'ds the Shakespeare Forgeries, the author of them wrote his " Confes- 
mons" after having sucoessfuUy imposed upon many of the most dbtinguished literary 
men in this country. He caused such a division among the commentators on the 
works of ShakeqiieBTe, that many who had bem on the most intimato terms of 
friendshiji became bitter enemies. They lampooned and pamphleteered each other, 
while the author of the forgeries laughed at their credulity; and such was the 
tenacity of the opinions of some of those who were deceived, that they still main- 
tained tlie ^^'Muinenesa" of the " Shahspcttre Papers" even, we have heard, when 
they saw them laultiplied ac/ /i7^/^///i liy the manufacturer Ireland. W. H. In land 
was, however, a veiy clever fellow; and, as ia usually the case, his cleverness 
exposed the firaud. The only merit of the "Irelaud Confessions" was that of 
oideaTouiing to relieiTe the Father, Samuel Iidand, from any partidpatioa in ihe 
guilt of bis son. 

Daring the present century, and more particularly during the last few years, 
there sppesra to haw been and to be, in some enlightened cities on the Continent* 

* " No small scn&ation has been cautcd in Taris by Ukc discovery of Uw extraordinary t'orgerics of the 
Sbdbjr kttcn ; and llis arddai on the satgtet, diM «r odMr jntnub, bye been c^kd into dl the P«ri« 
aewipapen. The &rt it* diat die ^Mem of Ibtgmg tettm nd iMUttcripU 
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establisliincnts for the manufacture, not only of Works of Art, but of Historical 
Ducumenta and Autograj^h Letters. We will not inquire into their locditv, nor into 
the character of the persons concerned in so dishonest a trade; but we must 
remark ih&t the documentB whidi have been forged are, in many instanoei^ of ao 
interestiiig and ot bo -raluable a character, that, without the consent of those to whom 
they belonged, or under whose eapedal charge they were d^maited, &OBumle oopief^ 
such as onlyeonld be used to perpetrate the imposture, could not have been executed. 
We must nol^ however, judge too harshly, because facsimile copies may have been 
obtained for a very diflfereut objLct : nay, indeed, tlie originalB may even have bern 
lent for the jiurpose of aiding th<? res(nir('b(^s of an author, in tlic same wav that, at 
one period diirin;^' the procrrees of our Mork, we had in our library uo less than 
ten Bloek-Books, which, through the hberahty of their owners, were confided to our 
flhaige. These observations lead us to the oonstderatioti of one of the moat remark- 
able forgeries that has taken place during the last few yeara We allude to the 
foigeiy of the Lettebs of Btbon, ShelleTj and Kbats. 

This has also now become a matter of history; but aa^ professionally, our name 
occurred in the tranaacticnt, we may be excused for here recording what we know 
of it. 

Durini; the month of Auc^nst 1850, I* received, at niy residence at Norwood, from 
]\Ir. White, the booksellei-, two ] •;u eeLs, containing, as I was told, various books with 
notes in the autograph of Lord Byron, some letters of the Poet KcaLs, and many 
from Percy Bysshe ISkelley, with an intimation that the latter, as written between 
the years 1810 and 1821, would fiU up the hiatus in his correepondence which ]fts. 
Shelly so much lamented yfhea she edited the th«x last edition of the poetical 
wiMrks of her son, observing thereon, " ^ lots of nearijf aU the UUers and papers 
which refer to his early l^, renders the execution more imperfect than it would othtr- 
ttise have been." 

My partner, Mr. Wilkinson, having cursorily examined the collection at the 
residence of Mr. White, previous to its being couhded to my care for the purpose of 

on to n large extent in that city : indeed, it is ai much a regular brauch of buaiiies» a» the manuiiwture of pictares 
by the great Marten is in Itxly. There ia, we are SMiired, not a sale of mannscriptR in the French capital— and 

nowhere are such sales more mmetwu— in which fofgeric^ are not audaciously palmed off on die pnUie hjf 

wholesale ; and there is reafOD to luapect fhat gentlemen of position, or who have gained celebrity as manuscript 
collectors, do not hesitate, for a oonaideration, to alloir false documents to be slipped amongst real ones, and to 
be offered, in their names, by public auction. In Germanj, aiuilar iVauds are practised with great aiiiecen. 
Only n Uttle wliilr ago a gentleman purchased several letters purporting to br written hy LutLcr, every one pf 
which, it uuw appears, is a forgery. In Italy, too, the same nefarious system is c^riietl uu. \\ c arc assured, for 
example, that a great many of the papers said to have belonged to Torquato Tasso (and for selliag triiicli a GooBt 
Albprti WM triPfl a sliort time buck ut EomeX were undoubted foiL^crit-s, lliouijli sosjir of ihr mo?it rxprricnred 
men in such matters declared them authentic. 'Ihe skill of the forgers, whether t rench, itaiiau, or German, 
and, we ntajr now add, Eogliili, in eencoeting paiMn* inln, aeab, and wiitbg, aftor ^ nuner «f Mr, Geotge 
Gndnn Byron, is truly remarkable," — Liierirtj Oazdti". March ?0, 1852. 

* 1 hnd It more couTCuient to narrate these arcumstanccs in the first person. 
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hwig fully deacribed praparatoiy for Hie aale, did not liave the apportnnity of 
ezamining the By ron Books again until they were publidj exhibited. Had he done 

80, he would no doubt have fully established their falsity, an opinion afterwards so 
stronnrly entertained by him, thoiip;h in opposition to that of others. The season being 
then too far advanced, and tlie time t^JO short to give them sufficient publicity, I 
recommended a postpouement of the sale until the following spring. Being in ill 
health at that time, the parcels remained unopened in my library until the following 
Jamuuy, when I derated my evenings to their arrangement. Having then 'written 
fhe notices of the thirty-six varioiis works, many which oontidned manuscript notes 
in the autograph (as supposed) of Lord Byron, and nearly sll bearing lus ngnature^ 
dated from 1806 to 1823, the books comprising, as I bclicM d, a i)<)rtioii of his '^travel- 
ling library," I tied them up, and in that state they remained until they were on view 
for sale in Wellington -street, in the following; May. I next turned my attention to 
the Autograph Letters, and liaving read them tln ou,2"h, it occurred to me that I had 
penised extracts of a similar character, taken from letters of SiicUey sold in the 
collection* of the late Charles Hodges, Escj., for some years resident at Frankfort. 
Astonished at this, I immediately eommnnioated my impression to Ifr. Whit^ who sent 
me a verbal message to the dSect that those letters were only copiet^ but that the lett ws 
placed in my hands were the ordinals. Thus I was taken completely off my guard; 
and, not doubting the information I received, I never thought of entering into any 
investigation as to their genuineness, though it occurr^ to me several times that the 
writinjx of tht^ Sliclh^y Letters j>resented a great sameness in respect to the colour of 
the ink, and that all the letters were rctiiarkably and imusually clean. Tliese cir- 
cumstances, I thought, might arise fi*oni tlieir liaving; been probalily wetted, and then 
pressed ; an opinion somewhat induced by the uufavouiable time I devoted to their 
examination, it being always of an evening, by candle-Ug^t When, tiierelbre, my 
task was finished, I despatched the volumes and lettns to my house of business, my 
mannseript catalogue to the printer, and thought no more about th^ beyond that 
of hoping they would sell well, and, as a matter of business, reward me for the extra 
trouble I had taken with them. They were aoctHdingly sold in the May following, 
and were eagerly Iwiight at large prices, as McmoinaLs of the Great Poet ; the 
Shelley and Keats letters Iteiug principally purchased by Mr. Moxou, the book- 
seller, \\ ith a view to publication. 

Early in the following year, 1652, Mr. Moxou issued ' to the trade" his publica- 
tion of the "Sheci«t Letters.'' They were reviewed in the Athenmm for the week 
February SI, and in the foUowing quotation from that review it is seen that the 
writer did not question the genuineness of the letters, tiiough at the same time he 
Ibund their substance tax from satisfiwtory : 



* The collection sold by public aactioa, December 18th, ISiS, by Mewn*. Pultick and 8impon. 
VOU II. F 
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"There is not much in these new Letters of Shelley ; there is too much in the 
pre&tory pages by Mr. Browning. With him, thought is apt to engender thou|^1^ 
and jUuBtratian illiutration, ao rapidly, in hia proae no less than in his vecae, that 
hia idea« and emblona joade oadi other, thereby produdng an effect of oonfuaon 
and obscurity. ... .In tin I ettcrs here collected, as has been said, there is not much 
that will bear extracting. They are twenty -five in number : some relating to the 
poet's first marrias^e, and to the Lord Chancellor's decree with regard to the children 

of the author of 'Queen Mab'; the later ones on more genial topics On the whole> 

the contents of this book are valuable chiefly for incoi-poration in some future 
edition of the complete essays and letters of Shelley." 

Mr. Peter GnnniDgham, one of the ke^iest and moat poweifid -writers of the 
present peziod on aU literary salgecb^ must^ however, have had acme ahrewd 
mB^mon that all was not rights and, no doubts was flilly satisfying hima^ ere he pub- 
licly stated his own piiTate Opinion. However strong, therefore, may have been Mr. 
Cunningham's subsequent impression that the Byron, Shelley, and Keats Manuscripts 
were not genuine, it was not until an accidental circumstance occurred that the 
Literary Fraud was fully discnvored. Accordingly, in a following: niimber, jnililished 
a fortnight after the review of the book, the Athencvum announced the startling 
intelligence, that with two or three exceptions, the letters from which the volume 
was printed were Fobobbies ! The discovery was singularly maide. It was thus, as 
stated in the Athenanm : **JSt, Moxon sent a oopy of the book to Mr. Tennyaon. 
During a visit which Mr. Palgrave was paying to Mr. Tomyeon, he dipped into the 
Shelley volume, and lighted Upon a letter written from Florence to Godwin, the 
better half of which he at once recognised as part of an article on Florence, written 
for the Qytartcrly Rfvim' so far back as 1840. by his father. Sir Francis Palgrave. 
It is good to find a son so well versed in the writings* of his father as youui; Mr. Pal- 
grave proved himself on this occasion. He iost no time, as we may sujjpo«e, in com- 
municating his curious discovery to his father ; and Sir Francis, after comparing 
the printed letter with the printed article^ wrote at once to Mr. Moxon, informing 
him tiiat the lettor, by whomsoever written, was a 'crib' &om an article which he 
had written for the Quarterly Bemew!* 

Those who are desirous of informing themselves further u])on the particular 
events that followed the dii^covery thus made, may do so by i ciei ring to the numbers 
of the AthenoBuan, Alarch 6th and 20th, 1S52. It is now proved that all* the 

* I was until lately r<it!Rr induced to think that the signatures and notes in a few of these volumes 
were genniiie. I'bosc, however, who bave ever examioed the ngnaturet and noXes. ia the works staled 
\ij Irdnd to lie in the autograph of Shakespeare, must have noticed that the paper whereon they oeeitr 
is unifiirnily stained; the effect, prohahly, of having bean exposed to a strong heat, or produced by the 
applicatioa of an acid. Now it is a singular fact, that in wetAj «U the Tolumea wherein the Byron signatures 
and notes occur, the pages are slightly stained, a cinmznstance to which my partner Hr. Wnkinson afterwards 
drew my attention, hut which I thought might ariae from the quality of the ink used, or from the nature of the 
dimate of the Continent, in precisely the same manner as way be noticed in writing occurring in books which 
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mnTinscriiit notes in the varimi'? works, the letters of Shelley, of Keats, and the 
batch of forty-seven B}Ton ieiiers sold by Mr. White to Mr. Murray, are forgeries, 
the whole having been piuchased by Mr. Wliite from a female, who, it turns out, was 
employed by one George Gordon Byron, as his wife, to dispose of them. The parti- 
colan of the various transaotUms are fbUy related Yxy Vjt. White in his pxinted letter 
to Mr. Murray, altor the ea^a»4 of the forgeries in the Mhmmm, The Mr. Byron 
mentioned, repreaented himself as the iUegitimate ton of Lord Byron by a Spanieh 
lady (T^esa). According to the statement made in that letter it appears that, owing 
to some suspicious circvunstances, and " false representations" made to Mr. White by 
the female respecting her sister, for whom she all along said she sold the manu- 
scripts and letters, he detcnuined on Kutisfyincr himself as to tlio truth of her st^ry. 
Mr. White relates*; " I had repeatedly asked her where her hi«>ter lived in St. John's 
Wood, but she be^^ I would not press the question, as her sister would much 
rather not have it known, from motives of delicacy. I was now, however, detennined 
to Imow her residMUse^ and sent a person with her in a cal^ whidi she took to Judd 
Flaoe^ New IUmmI, with a view of bringing her husband to mew He ww^ however, 
from home; and she promised to call with him the next day. And th^ did call; 
when he gave various excuses and reasons why he had preserved an incognito in 
the disposal of his manuscripts and books. That he was writing the hfef of his 

h«To been maay years in India. Since penning tbc above, I haro (Sept. 21, 1855) carefully examined, for Uic 
lint tine, the fbrty-wven toitgtA IcMen «f Byron, vliieli, widi twenty-three of die fbrgei letten of Sbdiey, 

■were prescritrd by White to tlir nritish ^I-.i-ii um. All thfso IcttiiTs art- mutv or less hlaiucj in the s.ime 
mannfir a« the puper whereon, in the boolu, the notes and the signatures arc written. They hare been all 
ayatemetieilly nniwd Ibr die pnipoae of nnralating u i^peanuwe of genuisencM, n if in llieir tnuit (dnefly 
from Piwi .intl ofhrr pl.ir-< s ;ihroiull , thi'v liacl ht t-n, li3 is frequently the case, purified by the process of smoking, or 
otherwi»c, to prevent contagion. It m happens that the laat letter written by Lord Byron to the late Mr. Miunty 
u completely diaoolooied liy the nae of Tineger, or add ; not eo, howerer, the nuue of letlen fien Lord Byron 
to Mr. Murray, though occasion.illy a few exhibit slight iiiJIcallons of purification. 

lo the " C<Nifessiona" of William Henry Ireland respecting the &brication of the Shakespeare Fapen, I find 
diift, m hia aooonnt of how he nede the inixtiue Ihe Shake^peruB inl^" he at 

peitienlarly alluded to in the above note. " It was with the same ink I aflcrwards wrote the Shakcsperian 
Muuuertpts. I^heir acorched appearance originated in my bemg oompeUed to hold them to the fire, aa before 
•titad} and as I wea eonatantly lisavltil ofintemiptimi,Isometimeflplaa!d them so near the bars aa to injure the 
pqer, which was done in order to complete and conceal them a« spt^L-dily as possible from any uncs]>t'ctrd 
peiaoB who might come suddenfy into the chambera." I have four forged letters of Oliver Cromwell, probably 
fromthemanu&etnreof H. freland. These are all more or lew iojnred with fire. I purchased them at the 
sale of the collection of Autograph Letters formed by the late John Wilk", Esq. & Lci^A & 

• " Mr. White's Letter to Mr. Murray on the subject of the Byron, Shelley, and Kt.its MS." 1852 : p. 12. 

t In respect to the publication of the intended Life of Byron, the following, from the AtJmttcum, .March 26 
and April 1, 1848, will acne to threw some little Ughti 

"An advertisement has appeared in this paper announcing the publicntioii, ' in uhout four volunn-s,' hv 
W. S. Orr & Co., of the ' incditcd works of Lord Byron, now first publiahcd from his letters, journals, and 
other manuscripts, in the possession of his son, George Gordon Byron, Esq.' This, it must be confessed, is a 
tiikiii^' title: but the prof.ttviry notice is yet more templini; :—' The valuable nnpublit^hcd materials which the 
editor has been enabled to amass in tracking the footsteps ot Lord Byrou through ail hi* pilgrimages, consist of 
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father, a portion of which he shewed me iu print; that he travelled all over England, 
France, Italy, and Switzerland, to collect autogiaphs md relics of his father from 

about one thounnd lettcn; the Ravenna Journal of the year 18£1-S, enrichcil wilh eopioiu iio'.c- hj the late 
Sir Waller Scott; numerous uupublished poems, including the suppressed portions of his printed works ; and a 
mas* of anecdotes and reminiscences of Lord Byron by the Countess Guiccioli, Mrs. I'ercj' livishe Shelley, and 
Mis* Bristowc ; hy Archdeacon Spenser, Sir Humphrey Davy, Messrs Horace Smith, John Taylor, Trelawney, 
Gordon, Capt. Boldern, and r>ther8. To tli< lit- is kimlly piTiiii'.'.rjil to add niimr-rous letters addrcs«e<l to I.oid 
Byron by his most familiar fiiends, and tUc i'xw use ui' -Al the I'uei's own manuscript» in the posisciision ol hit 
inter, the Honourable Mrs. Leigh.' 

"Now we have full aithority fr>r staiinr; tluit the Hon. Mrs. Leigh has never permitted this ' George Gordon 
Uyron, Esq./ who calls himscit the son ot her illustrious brother, even to see, much lets to make ' free use of, all 
tlie Poet^i own nmraioripti* in lier po«»es«ion $ mi that ber KdiciKir lias writlcn to him ittting ndiar diiagrea- 

able views of Their? on thn stiSjnrt. Sir John Cam Hobhome, the fricuil nnri rrrrntnr of Lord Ryron, has also 
taken the subject up ; and, we arc told, denies, in common with all Ixird Byron's friends, the right of this 
Mr. Byrao to call Unuelf th» ton of dw gntt Poet The history of ICr. Byron and of hit book we h^eve le 
be shortly this. The editor is a good deal likf Lord IVrrcm in f.icc ; and, t^un forc, rejecting his own proper 
jiuentage, he aaaumes to be the ttou of the person whom he resembles, — a new kind of genealogy, letting parish 
registen, Rerald'a College, and fitnily faicls, altogether at defiance. Sucb i« tihe bBn. Tlie book, -we are 
informed, h nolliinc; more than some rough inatrri.ils fnr n work cillfd ' Byroui;inii,' which tVie latf Mr. Wricht, 
the sub-editor of the scventeen-Toiume edition of Lord Byron's works, was engaged to compile for the late 
Mr. Hnrray ; btit dyii^ iowlTant befiire the work waa well bqn>B« of bi* p»pers paiaed (how we know 

not; info flio hands of this <io-callcd Mr. Byron, whn intends to tjivr tlirm to the publir, -is we sec, iu full. Tlie 

Bavcnna Journal, enriched with copious notes by the late Sir Walter Scott, is, we are assured, nothing more than 
the tnnaetipt of the joomal fabeady printed) made for Mr. Moore, and trammitted by that gentleman to Sir 

Walter Scott, who seribbk-d a frw uuimpoit.mt (not copious) notes upon the sides. 

" The following letter on the subject of the ' Inedited Works of Lord Byron,' reached as too late for publi- 
cation last week ; and die infonaatten wbieh it eontams has been anticipated by what we then said on the 

matter. But u» it ii a further confirmation of the assurances which wc then gave onr ieadier8,we think it well to 
pnnt it now at length, in spile of repetition, by way of additional warning : 

" * We hope dmt, a» ««U with the view of pioteeting the public against the miarepretentalions we are about 

to expose, as of guarding du property of the late Lord Byron's family in the literary works of the Poet, you 
will please to afford spaoe in yvsr eoliuui for the foUowing statement Many of the periodicals of the day 
announce, under the title of the * Inedited Works of Lord Byron,' die intended publication of a * Woik oontaia- 

ing bis Lordship's Letters, Journals, and other MSS., in the possession of his son, George Gordoti Byron, Esq.* 
The editor states, in bis advertisement, that ' he has been permitted to lUTe the free use of all the Poet's own 
MSS. in the possession of his sister, the Hon. Mrs. Leigh,' and that * the most valuable of all his documents have 
been eeaJided to him by members of the l'oet'« own family.' For Afl purpose, it is presumed, of promoting a 
more extensive circulation of the work, and, as it were, of giving some colour to the supposition that it may be 
a continued series of the standard edition of his Lordship's works, he advertises that it is to be printed ' uniform 
witb Mr. Mumy's edition of Lord Byron's Works.' In reference to these statements, wc have authority to say, 
and have evid<-nce to prove, that Lord Byron's family nrvrr heard of his Lordship havini^ .-vnv such son ; that 
the editor is much hetler kuuwu by that excellent iii&titutiou called ' The Society of Guardians for I'rotection 
of T^ade,* than by the family ; that he never bad any access whatever to any MS. in the possession of the Poet's 
si^tor, the Hon, Mrs. Lfiwh ; and that no dnnimmt* have been rotifidrd to Lini bv any of the family. ^Ir. 
Murray has, moreover, given us his assurance that he has no connexion whatever with the publication in 
qneataoo. We aie, ele., 

***JnaaM Ann Tbum. 

••*14, Red Lion Square, March S4, 1848.' *• 

As may be supposed, after such an ei^oti as the above, the " Inedited Works of Lord Byron" never 
appeared. The paUinlion wia nipped in the bod. 
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persons whom he knew to possess them ; that he had purchased a great many of 
the letters of Mr. Hodges, of Frankforty and. of Mr. Wright, a gentloiuui oonnected 
witli tlie Quarterljf JRmew; that moat d the books had belonged to Bletcher, his 
fiither's Talet, to whom they had been given at Byron's death; that the Shelley 
Letters had been cdlected in vario\i8 vays: some^he thought, frmn the Harlov boi; 
and from varioiUI quarters which I cannot now remember." 

Now this is a very plausible story of Mr. Byron's; and, had not all the parties 
referretl to Iteeu at tliat jieriod dead, there would have been no tiitiiculty in ascer- 
taining how far it coTild have been dpj)enflefl on. Calculatiuf; Til)on the old proverb, 
" dead men tell no talea," Mr. B^tou tliouglit himself secure. Very sliortly, however, 
after Mr. White had become poeeeaaed of all the Manuscripts and Letters, the sale 
of the ooUection of Autograph Letters formed by the late Mr. Hodges took place; 
and among them occurred four letters from Lord Byron, and seven letters fnm 
Shelley. Respecting the latter, Mr. White observes*: **! examined and found the 
principal docimient to contain nearly the same as one of my most interesting private 
letters, excepting that jwrtions were omitted ; and having no post mark, which mine 
had, T concluded that Mr. Hodges must be a fbrgery, and my own the original." It 
is a matter of question, liowever, whether (provided those Byron and Slielley letters 
were genuine) Mr. iiodges was not among those from whom Mr. Byron had obtained 
pemdssioin to take oopies of the original letters of Lwd Byron. If so, hence one <^ 
the means of concocting some of the now well-known forgeries in asm u eh as the 
cont^ts of ihree of the SheOey letters in the Hodges colleotion (Nos. 788» 7S9, and 
731) agreed, in many instanoes. word Ibr word, with three of those sold in Wdlington- 
street. May 1851, Nos. 1179, 1198, and 1199. The fact, however, of one of those 
belonging to Mr. Hodges being addressed to " Bear ffezekiah," a refutation of whose 
existence occurs in ihc AthenannnA^, proves at once that letter to have been a forgeiy. 
Under these eireumstances it Ix^uomes a doubt whether all those letters;}; are not 
foigeries, and whether Mr. Byron did not succeed in ali^u deceiving Mr. Uodg^; for 
as the lettws iqppeared in the catalogue of his collection, and w^ sold under his 

• His letter to Mr. Murray, p. 13. 

t " John Uczekiah GraluuB, an iaagioaiy £riend of SlieUay, oonfiraaded -with Shellej's fiiead, Mr. Edmrd 
* Giakam, to whoM lodgings tone of die Heieknli lettcsi are icUreaied. Mr. Edward Grahan ia atOl aliTO* and 
rcpndialed all knovledge of the spiritual Hezekiah, and of the letters." Athma um, March SO, 18dC. 

X Since penning theae conjeetureBi I hatv obtained firom my fiiend Mr. John Toung, a great lorer of 
original letters, the loan of OM (No. 117) of tbe Bjron Letten that was eoM la the Hodges Collection, having 
been bought by him for £8:S:0. I have it now (Nov. 9) before me. It is, as I suspected, one of the 
forgeriea. In that collection was another letter (No. 119), atated to h&TO been written " probably to Shelley" 
from Pisa, April 24, 182ii, immediately after the poet bad Keeived die Intdligenee of the death of "AUegra," 
liis natural daughter. That letter w,l.s tiaught {in?) by a Mr. Holt, the purchaser also of one of the Shdlcjr 
foigeriea, aold in Piccadilly July 9, 1849. llie fact of the Dyron Letter relating to "AUegra" being among 
tboae pnaented by Mr. White to the Brituih Muacum, preUy clearly provea that neither the Byion nor ShvUej 
Lcttarn aold ia th* eollectioii of »y kamet friend mid adioolUIow, Mr. Gbtrlce Hodges, ever bdomed to htm! 
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name, 1 cou hardly isui){)osc' that tliey woidd have been iiiserted in the catalogue^ 
bad they not formed a portion of his property. 

In respect to Mr. Wright, " the sub-editor of the seventeen volume edition of the 
works of Bjron," he had been entrusted by the late Hr. Murray "with iHie arraoge- 
ment of his Byron OofreBpondem as mntetialB for the Ufb of Bynm bj the Poet 
Thomas Moore; and it aiipeeis th«t> among the numeioiie letters to Mr. Muiray, 
some of quite a priTste nature were r^ected by Mr. Wiig^ and not retuzned by 
him to Mr. Murray. Now it so happened that Mr. George Gordon Byron lodged in 
the «ime bouse with Mr. Wright. Whether that cu-oumstancc was accidental, or 
arose {vmu ;m introduction of the one, as an aspirant to Byron fame, to the other 
having the means in his possession of assistinju; liiin on the road, I cannot learn; or 
even whether his assumption of the lunuc of Byron was before or ailer his residence 
in the same house with Mr. Wright ; his extraordinarily striking likeneas to Lord 
^rron induehig him to avail himself of the opportunities afforded him to become 
thoronc^y acqnainted witili every transaction connected with the life of Lord Byron, 
and thus to aomme the po^on he did*. The position of Mr. Byron was shortly 
after considerably favoured by the decease of IMr. Wright, whose little property (his 
estate bein"; insolvent) fell into the hands of liis landlady, to whom lie was indebted; 
when probalily Mr. Byron obtained from lier. either by purchase or j^ift, ail Mr, 
Wright's transcripts of the; Byron com^spondence, as also the parcel f)f the orij^nal 
letters of Byron rejected by Mr. Wright, imless the latter had sold them to Mr. 
Byron previous to his decease. With these materisis, and oolleeting from sll 
printed works every aneodote^ or whatever illustrsted the life of the Great Poe^ 
Mr. Byron announced the work refened to in the notOi p> 107. 

Very like the Antiquarian who purchased, piece by piece, the various forged 
EtruRcan gold ornaments that were sold byOiovanni d'Athanasi,Mr.'White thongiit 
it would ])rove a very profitable purchnsp, and, acrordinrrly, preser\*ed a certain 
degree of secresy, and probably entjaged that none of the letters shonld be oftered 
to any body else. Now had either the Antiquariaii or the Books>eller not bt^en 
content with his own judgment, but taken, in confidence, the opinions of those most 
qualified to give them, as to their gmuineness, there is veiy little doubt but that, 
in both oasee^ the manu&ctnrers would have been obliged to cAose their nefioious 
oocapatione;, and to rdinquiah the hope of BeUing their forgeries where they had 
been offered. Mr. Whiter liowever^ was the more esoly deceived, inasmuch as, unlike 
veiy many of the bookselh rn, he does not profess to know anything about auto- 
graphy, his business not embracinfr tlie sale of Autograph TiCtters, as was the case 
with the late Mr. Kodd* the late Mr. Pickering, and many other of the booksellers 
at the present time. 

* Thf sc obsrrv.itions were made vrilli tlir in-iprrsslmi tliat hv w.is not a natural son at iLordBjIOD. I IB 
now rather inclined to bcliere otherwiM, and that in that respect he was no impostor. 
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As regards the Shelley Letters, it was their iiitcmal evidence that at first 
exposed them as forgeries. No less than twenty or more of them had stootl tlic 
test of a public ordeal two or three years before the bulk appeared ; and even then 
there was not the slightest suspicion (publicly) of their not being perfectly genuine. 
Taken off my guard by what I was told VMpeeUng the letters in the HoclgeB Collect 
tion, I was deceived. I ought, however, not to have forgotten a hint thai I reoeived 
a few daya after the Books and Lettors were placed in my hands. Calling <m 
Mesars. Payne ft Fobs, I mentioned to those gentlemen the fact of my having the 
collection in my possession, when Mr. John Pa^Tie immetUately remarked to the 
effect, that ' I ought to be careful about them ; tlic more so, if a person calling him- 
self the son of Lord BjTon had anything to do with them.' At that time I had 
never heaid of such a person as George Gordon Byron ; but I have since learnt 
that he had previously offered for sale to Messrs. Payne & Foes some of those 
identical Books and Letters, which wwe at onoe most shrewdly declined by those 
gmtlem^ 

The ciroimuttanoe of Mr. White having sent ten t^tlie Shdky Letters to be sold 

in Piccadilly with the collection of George Morgan Smith , July 9, 1849, was probably 
with the view of testing their marketable value. He had Bohl others at large prices, 
and did not doubt their gemiinene??s. Tt is not, therefore, a matter of suri)ri8e; that 
Mr. White, who professedly knows nothing upon the subjct^t of autograph letters, 
should have been incrediilou^ of inn purchases turning out to be forgeries j and, liad 
he been a little more temperate on their diaoovery aa auch by the expose in the 
A^enamut there is no donbt but that he would have reoraved, not only the utmost 
courtesy at the hands of the Editor of that journal, but of Mr. Murray, of Mr. Moxon, 
and of all those who with himself had been equally taken in by the nefkcious handi- 
craft of that most ingenious and cunning person George Gordon B>yron. 

It has been conjectured liy many, that Mt-. B}Ton, the person suspected of 
having actually forged the Byron, Keats, and Shelley Letters, possessed neither the 
talent to have composed tliem, nor sufficient skill in penmanship to have executed 
them. The manuscript coilectious he had formed, with the view of aiding his 
projected work, were very extensive ; evoy book he could meet with containing 
matter that could be turned to account was careAilly read by him ; all the vaiious 
periodicals of the time were ransacked ; no source of information he could in any 
way obtain was ne^^eeted; and in extracting ikom the worics of those who were 
known to Lord Byron, or related particulars respecting his lif^ Mr. Byron, aa it 
were, occasionally individualized himself 

Tims, ^vith the adflition of the private letters rejected by Mr. Wright, and the 
trauHcripts of others, he had become jWBRPSRerl of such a ma'^s of materials, that 
there is very little doubt, under the hands of a bkilful editor, thai tlic publication of 
his projected work would have proved a profitable peculation, not only to himself, but 



Digitized by Google 



113 



ANXIQUABIAil AND LIT£EAEY FOBGERIES. 



aim to the printer and publlflber. After, however, a few sheets of the life had been 
set up in type, it became known to the piinto: that the greater portion of the lettera 
and papers had been suireptitumdy obtained, and were the property of Mr. M uiray. 
They were aooordingly at onee returned to that gentleman by the printer, who had 

no reason for a moment previously to suspect the integrity of Mr. Byron ; nor was 
tliere at that period the remotest idea of the existence of the forgeri(» that were 
probably then being circulated among the collectors of autograph letters. 

Shortly afti'v that discovery Mr. Byron proceeded to America, where in August 
1849, as seen by the advertisement* he announced in glowLiig terms the publication 
of what had m this conntiy hem so suddeoly brought to a dose. Possessed of the 
proof sheets of the small p(»rtion that had bew printed* he succeeded in imposing 
upon the American public by the issue of the first two numbers of the work ; but 
not being enabled to procure from tiiis country the materials he had left behind, 
he was obliged to disoontinue it. 

• TBS ntSDITBD WORKS 



sow riBiv »ir«t.UBSSi, 
FMOM ma LETTyits, .loritXALS, AN» OTHER 
MAXUSCRIPTS, 



lUjQB oloaos ooBTOir btbok. 

What I.nrtl Ryron snid of Pope, may ■with more 
juatioe be said of himself: " He is the Poet of all times, 
<»f all feeBofs, aiid of all Mai^ of cadaieBee : A ihou- 

Sand years will roll away Lcftirc ;-iuU aliotlier can be 

hoped for in our Literature — he himself is a Litcra 
tore." Thiowing ande die tFaramelt of conventional 
life, in hi« hatred and disgust at tl.c- cant ami hypocrisy 
which sought to annihilate him on account ot his 
yoothM irregnlaTitiea and indiscretkas, and rrlying 
solely on the vast power of his owii mighty genius, be 
contemned and defied both the world's censure and 
pniae. 

llic valuable unpublished materials which the editor 
has been enabled to amass, in trarking the footstep* of 
Loid Byion dirough all his pilgrimageg, consists of 
ahont one thousand Letters ; the finTcnna Journal of 
the jtMt 1888^ CBtiched with copiotu notes by the late 
Bit Walter Scott numeioiis unpublished ]>ocms, in- 
dndtng the Kuppre^sed portions of his printed work« ; 
and a mass of Anecdotes and Reminiscences of Lord 
Byron, by the Countess Guiccioli, Mrs. Percy Bytshe 
Sliclley, and Miss Briltowe; by Archdeacon Spencer, 
Sir Humphrey Davy, Messrs. Horace Smith, John 
Taylor, Trekwney, Gordon, Captain Boldero, and 
otbena. TatbcaeheialdBdlypeinuttiedtoaddiiumer- 



ona Lcttcra addraioed to Lord Dyzon \rf Ua 

fiuiiiliar frienf)"!. 

The publicntiou of these wotks of ilie Poet in £ng- 
laud having been ])rcventcd by an injunction of tho 
Lord Chancellor, oLtaintd thrnugli a combination of 
influences of which it is unnecessary to speak, the 
editor haa detenniiiod to give fhem to die puhlie of die 
United Statee, and thus plnce world in pr><!«es'iion 
of the materials fur doing complete justice to the grcatc«t 
of noden Poela. 

Tlie work will be published in Monthly Pnrts, at 25 
cents each. At the commencement of each volume ai| 
KNOB ATBD TITlB-PAeS a«d FBOrnRFIBCB Will bs givott ; 
ami amuIlL'^t liflur huVjccts already in thr ( ngravrr's 
hands, arc tubes uitiikuto usiFUBLisaEn fobtkaits, 
the firil a cnrioua nadwinadcal aketcih taken aihoot the 

agij of i !i,'lit'_-i il, tlie srfc'oml a tojiv ijf tlic pirttirc- Ly 
West, the well-known American painter, and the third 
a sketch from die cdebrated atatue Thorwaldsen, at 

Cambjjilgr. 

The publication will commence on the 1st of October, 
and be eontinaed on the lit of every auceeeding month, 
till the whole is completed. It ia inwigiiiad that it will 
not exceed four volumca. 

A libetal discount to die trade, and no order attended 
to mleii aooODpaiiicd by cash. 

G. G. BYROX, Publisher, 
SJ57 Broadway, Kew York. 

AiWBstnsWlMt. 

\* Postmasters and otliers transmitting orders with 
money from the interior, wiil be entitled to retain 15 
per cent. If sent by mail the money mtt«t be kt 
adTuce. 
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By a singular coincicience. I have had, (hiring the last few dayB (Oct. 1, 1855), 
some of these manuscript collections placed in my liands. They at once prove that 
the whole of the Byron Letters, and the uoU^ iu the bouks, are iu the Autocbaph 
of George Gordon Bjron. The Editor of the A^mmm, in his esqwuS of these 
foigerioB, Hardi 5> 1852, observes, "that they are ^ecated with a akill to whidi the 
fbigeiles of Ghattorton and Ireland can lay no claim; that they haye been sold at 
public auctionsi, and by the hands of booksellers, to oollectors of experience and 
rank ; and that the imposition has extended to a large collection of books bearing 
not only the signature of Lord Byroti, hnt notes by him in many of their pages; the 
matter of the letters being selected ^\■itll a thorough knowledge of Byron's life and 
feelings, and the whole of the books chosen with the minutest knowledge of his 
tastes and peculiarities." Singularly capable, by hia enthusiastic love of literature 
and autography, was the Editor thus to imtej rendering all further observatioufl on 
the merits or rather demerit^ of the compodtlbns unnecessary. 

Jn reepecti however, to handwriting many persons must have remarked how 
flrequently it hsf^iens that the same style of writing descends from &ther to son, 
more particularly when their pursuits are at all similar, or when they are brought 
much together; an observation, however, not at all applicable to the present case. 

T well recollect, as one of many instances I could adduce in the handwriting of 
diti'erent persons, that, on the night the son of the great tragedian, Edinund Ke^m, 
made his debut at Drury Lane, I called on Mr. Byrne, the proprietor and editor of 
the Morning Post newspaper. The conversation turning to the event of the evening, 
Mr. Byrne seemed impressed with the idea» tiial^ whatever talent the young Eean 
might poeeeas, it was the result of studied imitation of his &ther. After urging the 
p(»nt for some time, in fovour of the natmml talent of the son, I aigued as to the 
reality of that talent being intuitively derived from the father, and, in support 
of my position, asked Mr. Byrne to write on a piece of paper a few lines, and 
sign his name to it. This done, T gave it to his son, dcpirincf him to do the same. 
I mnst here observe that i Lad befoveliand accidentally noticed a simihirity iu their 
antograpli ; and accordingly, wlien Mr. Hyrne, senior, saw the two together, he could 
wth difficulty distinguish the one from the otlier. 

It is not my intention ox desire to enter mto the queaAion of the patemily of 
George Gordon Byron; bat it is a remarkable fiust that his ordinary handwriting, 
whether natural, or acquired by imitation and practice^ bore as great a resemblance 
to that of the noble Poet» as did bis features. 

I have in my possession a copy* of the "Pleasures of Memory," the fly-leaves of 
Avhicli are occnpied by a poem to tlie memory of the author, the distinguished poet 
Samuel Rogers. On seeing the usual handwriting of Mr. Byron, I at once recognised 

* The volume fnrmcd one of tilf cdlh ction sold by Mr. Byron to Mr. ^Miiir, h\ whom, on the diMOTCCf 
of the forgeries, it was presented to me, it baTtiig been omiued at the time of the tale of the other booki. 
VOU II. Q 



Digitized by Google 



114 



ANTEQUABIAK ANB LtTEBAIlT FOBGEEIXa 



this prt'teiide J auto;^ph, and all tlio other Byron forgeries, to be in the same hand, 
making allowance for the slight variations consequent on the closer imitation of the 
more straggling aTitojrrajili of Lord Byron, In order, however, that my readers 
may form their own opinion as to the correctness of these assertions, 1 have given 
in the accompanying plate, lxxxi, the follow ing facsimiles by "way of illustration : 

I. Specimen of the autograph in which much of the materials collected by 

G. G. Byron arc ■\VTitten, It forms the hrst ])aragraph of memoranda 
placed in the liJinds of the Editor for the Introduction to the intended Life 
of Loixl Bj ron. 

II. The dosing paragraph of the same. 

nL Commeiioemeiii of a letter ftam. G. G. Byzim in his usual epistdary hand- 
writing. It iras addressed to the Editor under peculiar drcumstanees. 
IV. The Buhacription to t^e same letter. 

Y. Facsimile of his autograph signature from the fly-leaf of a pamphlet. It was 

probably written l)efore the Forgeries were executed, or even contemplated, 
and yet how like is the" Hi/ron" to the smaller sized autograph of the Poet. 
VI. The inscription to the poem on the tiy-leaves of the copy of the *' Pleasures of 
Memory." 

YII. Close of the letter, written to the same perscHi, <hi Mt. Byron's dissppoantment 
at not being able to continue his edition of the Worlcs of Bjron, of whieh 
three numbers had been publidied in New York. 

VlLL Goae of one of the forged lettem of Lord Byron, now in the British Museum. 

IX. Commencement of the closing paragraph of an original letter from Lord 

Byron to the late Mr. Murray, to whose sou I am indebted for the facsimile. 

X. Signature to the same. 

The first specimai shews the usual eunnTe handwriting of Mr. Geoige Goidon 
Bynm. In the second specimen the same hand is clearly seen, exhibiting that 
peculiar rotundity in the lower parts of letters, so distinguishable in all the foiT^eries, 
of which the facsimile, Xo. VTTT., is a xevj good example, though the writing is 
occasionally a little larger, but not of the same size as that in Mr. Byron's letter 
from Ne\\ York, a long lettei-, written under great excitement and disa^ipointment. 

The autograph of Lord Byron in the many hundred letters in the possession of 
Murray, presents, at different p<nntB of his life (dependent also on the occasion 
of the letter), much varieiy of penmanship. They are frequently vexy unevenly 
written, and generally, as if the noble Poet bad used a sted or yeiy hard pen, 
and hard paper*. His autograph was peeuliarly straggling and angularj seldom 
in so large a hand as in the facsinule given. Had I been enabled to have made a 

* Such is juiit the contrary with tiic forged letters. 
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selectiou from the many letters referred to, I have no doubt I could have found one 
in a smaller hand. The present, however, I think answers the jnirpose, particularly 
the signature, the more so as very few of the letters of Lord Byron to Mr. Murray 
bear bis signature. 

Thx Shbllbt LsrrEBa The gmen^ bandvritiDg of Percy Bysslie Shelley was 
of a thin, deep, and angular diaracter, the lines occasionally beaiiiig upwards. In 
some few of the forged letters these peculiarities haye hem preserved, but for the 
most part the autograph more dosety resembles that used in the Byron forgeries. In 
some of the letters Mr. Byron appears to have forgotten himself, and allowed liis 
pen to dejiart frmn the mlea he may have laid (^(>^VT1. while employed iu the one 
or the otlicr occupation. Thus it is with the letter, imaddresscd, from "^ni>«m"<y 
Coll.,0-rford, Mao-h 8, 1811;" as also oue io" Ihar Graham,Vemrfl,Auffud 25, 1818." 
There is* iii these letters very Uttle diflference io the writing from that of the Byron 
Lett»^ the same ehsjneter pervading the whole of them. 

In oonetunon, it is but justice to Ibr. White to state, that^ as soon as he beosme 
convineed that he had been deoaved, he made the amende hononOie to Mr, Uunraj 
and to Mr. M oxon, refunding, I believe, the money he had received from them for 
the letters, which, on their repossession, he presented to the British Museum, where, 
as "CrRTOisiTiEs OF Literature," they record the misapplied talent of their author. 

It i.s my intention to present to that National Repository the copy of the 
"Pleasures of Memory/' releircHl to p. Il l, in order that it may .iccoinpauy the 
Forgeries, aud I take the liberty of suggesting to the very learned and Right Honor- 
able Trustees, that they should endeavour to purchase on the earliest opportunity an 
original letter or two of Lord Byron and Percy Bysahe Shelley, in order that they 
may also be placed with them way of illustration; for it will acaroelj be bdieved 
that the British Museum does not contain one genuine autogr^h letter of the 
Poet ByronI I presume that incorporated body is waiting patiently for the presen- 
tation of some such collection as that possessed by Mr. John Yoiing and other lovers 
of ;uito!2Taphy '. It wonld be a great boon to the public if the Trustees of the British 
Museum, iu their earnest desire to as-sist the researche.H of tlie antiquarian, were to 
separate the Autograph Letters from the other Manuscripts, aud appoint a pcrsun 
specially to attend to them. They would of themselves form one ot the most inter- 
esting departmmts in the establishment. It is also to be hoped, that when the noble 
building now beuig erected for the di^j increasing viistors to the Reading Boom, is 
completed, considwable alterations will be made, among whidi, though not the least 
important^ la the arrangement, in one becoming apartment, of the m IioIo of the 
Statues and. Antiquities from Nineveh, etc.; instead of allowing such objects to 
be so inappropriately placed as they now are, playing at hide aud seek above and 
below. 

q2 
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Few are there who are gviilty of committing greator Ekhohs in Judgjiext than 
ourselves. The rapidity with which our occupation in business is uecessarily 
conducted, prevents OS from, exercismg that mature reflection which ought to be 
given in the investigation of> and decision upon, literaiy productiom^ and all inatterB 
relating to worlcs of art Accordingly I purpose amply to relate three of the many 
Bimilar dreomstances that have come under my particular notice, and then to dose 
my obeervations upon the snVijects that occupy the few foregoing pages with an 
attempt to free myself from the charge of having been one of the most flagiant 
impostors of the present time. T alhide to my discovery of the Melanohthon and 
Luther autograph, in the form of scholia, on the margins of books. 

At tiie sale of the hbrary of Mr, George Hibbert, in lH:2y, was a copy of the first 
<xiition of the Bible, in German, after its final i*eviiiion by Martin Luther, published at 
linttembevg in 1541. It had on the inaides of the covers, and on the fly-leaves, various 
duoxt passages in the autograph of Luthw, Mehmdithon, Bugenhagius» and Mi^or. 
Accordingly, after one of those very admirable, eloquent^ and well-timed eulogiums 
passed on the sacred voKuncs by 'Mr. EvaiL-i at the time of their sale, they were 
purchased by the Revei-end Mr. Baber, for the British Museum, for J£267 1 5s. In 
my observations upon the Marginal Notes and Memoranda, in the autofrraph of 
Luther and Melanchthon, published in 1840, I have particularly noticed these 
volumes; and I here reiterate the opinion I tlieu entertained as to the correctness 
of my assertion, that they had never belonged to any one of the Great Reformers 
whose handwriting they contain. 

The very great intnest attached to that copy of the Holy Scriptures is owing 
to the prevalent belief that it was the particular property, firstk of Mardn Luther, 
and subsequently, of the several Reformers mentioned; an opinion for which we 
can conceive no other authority than the presence of their several signatures. 
Upon these grounds alone Mr. Edwards appears to have been induced to conclude 
that it was "hvi \_I/uth('r'.<>'] omn copy, which he used till hit decease ;" that 
Luther "bequeathed it to Bugenhagenj" that "the illmtriom Melanchthon was 
its next possessor," and that " the game yewt it pasged into the hands of George 
Major/' an explanation which we humUy consider the premises by no means 
calculated to sustain. Had Luther bequeathed it to Bugenhagen, is it likely the 
latter would have deferred affixing his signature to so precious a memorial of his 
departed friend till 1556, a p^od of ten years after the event by which he obtained 
it ? If it had ecer been the property of Luther, is it likely that Bugenhagen (who 
did not die till 1.5.'>8) would have parted with it even to Melanchthon himself? or 
that Melanchthon, if lie had so acquired it, vuuld in tlie same year have transferred 
it to another? Above all, had the volumes ever belonged to Melanchthon, is it not 
more than probable that they would have presented much more internal evidence 
of the indefiitigable annotator, than the mere extract as above given t The proba- 



Digitized by Google 



ANTIQUARIAN AND LITERABY FOBGERIES. 



117 



tnlity is (and, indeed, it iqppears to adooit of very littlo doubt), that the copy nevier 
was the projwty of any one of the Reformers in question, but of some other i>erson, 
by whom, at tlie several i>eriods stated, these autographic memorials were obtained. 

Tliat this riistom of procuring:; tlip sij^natures and sentiments of eminent charac- 
tera was one whicii prevailed to a cousiderable extent at that period, we have indeed 
ample testimony in the many copies of printed works; aa well as in the numerous 
M7ia Anueortm" devoted to tliat particular object, whidi are preserved to the 
present day. It is to this oiroumstance that CSamoarius aliudes* when, in detuling 
the incessant occupations of Melanchthon, he laments the great labour and sacrifice 
of valuable time, which his constant habit of gratifjring the curiosity of his friends, 
by -svriting: in their albums, must necessarily have occasioned: "Capperant euim 
plerique i]isius et alioruni eelebritat(> nioti expetere, ut mauu eorum aliquid in suis 
libellis peri^criberetur, qxiod osteutare ])Ossent. Atque aliqni ad tales scriptnras 
chartas couglutinatas et libellos ])eculiaiea (Alba, vulgo Staiiiiubucher) cucumferre, 
ooi rei incredibile est^ quantam temporis openeque tribuerit, cum, qualis res esset, 
animadvertere^ et negando tamen neminem vdlet offendere." 

The same obe^ations whieh we have here made upon that copy of the Holy 
Seri^ures, will equally apply to another copy of the same edition, sold in Wdlington- 
Street in 1830; and there is a probability that others might be found equally 
honoured in the same way A^ith the signatni es of these great Beformen^ and equally 
entitled to the distinction of having been their ])ropcT"ty. 

In respect, however, to the sale of tlie latter copy, now (leposiicd in tlie Bodleian 
Library, there is a remarkable Jiilerence. The two extracts from the Scriptures it 
contains, in the autogi-aph of Luther and Melanchthon, were discovered by Mr. John 
RKyne, and not made known until after he had become possessed of the volume at 
the period of its sale; whweas the copy in the libiaiy of Mr. Hibbert had always 
bem oonsidwed as one of the gems of his collection. The evidmtly erroneous 
opinion respecting the previous ownerships of the latter copy was only a reiteration 
of the opinion held of it when it was, some years before, sold in the library of 
Mr. James Edwards, by Mr. Evans, in 1815. It did not. in tlie smallest degree, 
affect the genuineness of the autograph inscriptions contained in the voliuues: it 
merely gave them a fictitious value! 

Very diflerent, however, was the case of a Manuscript of the GERUSAi.LEjm£ 
LiBBBATA ed Aminta, whidi had been handed down for probably above two centmiee 
as being in the Atjioobafk of Tobqu ato Tabso^ and was offered for sale in Welliagton- 
street, June 1855, among the Manuscripts ooUected by the late Ltwd Stuart de 
Rothesay. That vtjlume was accompanied with various legal documents attesting 
the authenticity of its being the Holograph of the author. The chief instrument 
in verification of its authenticity was one signed by "Jo. Girolatno Barufdldit 

• CuienuEU Vita Melanchtiioiiu. liaUBg 17 <7, p. &. 
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Professor iT Klnif nd Unicersita di Frrrara." liideptiKiently of that document, the 
volumt' bad been oftentimes particularly 4UotiMl, and the various rea<^inp? iised in 
the edition of tlie Works of Ta^sso, published at Florence iu 1/24. It was also 
accompukifid by aa Autograph Letter of the Poet Taaso to Sig. Heroole Bondinrili, 
implofing him to reqaest the intercesBioiL of the ]>iiehe8S de Nemonzs fat hie release 
from priflon, dated, *'i^«rran(» U^idi CfeMudo^ 4d 1581." There is not the smslleBt 
doubt of the authentidty of that letter; and the additional circumstance of its 
bong "written on a single piece of unusually small sized paper, render? it the more 
interesting, ai? tending to shew the i*eeuliarly distressed position of tlio Poet. 

"When my partner, Mr. Wilkinson, shewed me tin's volume, not having tlien 
heard of the smallest doubt thrown upon its genxuneness. I was, for the moment, 
inclined to believe in it, considering that the general appeaiuuce of the writing, 
being somewhat diflferent from that in the autograph letter, arose from its being 
executed on the veiy thin paper frequently used at that period. With these views 
I proceeded to the Manuscript Dquitment of the British Muaeum, where, on eom> 
paring the two m«nua<»ipt% always eoDflidoredasbelngin theAinroGRAPSof Tasso, 
I quite satisfied myself that the " Baruflfaldi" (Stuart de Rothesay) volume was not 
the autograph of the poet. The writing in the two manuscripts in the British 
Museum, tboujrh much lar<jrr, ia of precisely the same character, exhibiting a 
peculiarly angular and cursi\ e form, agx*^f*iri2: exactly with that in the smaller auto- 
graph of the letter ; correspoudiug also witli luauy pages of the author s original 
manuscript of liis " Discorso delta Virtu femminile" a relic lately placed in my 
hands. In autography there wiil always be found, after a eareM study, some 
peculiar eharaeberistic in the handwriting of eveiy perscm (though oecasionally 
they may write reiy mudi slike^ evni without intending it), so that little difficulty 
arises in dJetingnishing the one from the other. Furthermore, it often happens that 
a person uses a very different style in the writing of his letters to what he does 

* 

when employed in literar}^ pursnit.s or in his daily usnal writing. We will not, 
however, here enter into a discussion u|)ou that subject, but simply remark, that, 
independent of tliu general character of the writing of the " Baruffiildi" volume 
being different, there will be found iu the formation of several letters a very 
remarkable diffwence ; it will mffice to mention one. In no instance will the small, 
most frequently used, jp iii the autograph lettw, in the two manuscripts in the British 
Museum, or in the fragment alluded toi, be found to agree with that in the 
Baruffaldi volume ; the one turns to the left abruptly terminating with a slight 
dash, while in the other it is turned round to the right. If a person is wTiting in a 
round Italian or Roman hand, we can quite understand lii?; eontinnin!? a work of 
very mauy jmges without ever varvinij the form of his letters ; l>ui not .-io, when he 
uses his usual cursive hand. However diticrent the latter may be at the various 
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periods of his life, and under peculiar circnmstances, there will sfcill be ihe BKBUt 
general character*, whotlicr he uses a tine or a coarse i>en. 

Ab, however, otliers inisht form a very different opinion from what we ventured 
to enterUuu rcupecting the supposed autograph of Tasso, we thought it uiost prudent 
to leave the literarjr FnUio to fixm their own tiewA on the subject; and therefore, 
in the aoooimt given of the volume we simply refieared to the varions documentB 
acoompanying it Accordingly; on its being offered fixr saJe, none were fonnd bold 
enough to put faith in the opinion of Baruffiildi or of the other pMsons attesting its 
authenticity. So the volume retains its status quo. 

There is, however, one remarkable fact connected with tins volume, which would 
almost make one think, that it had been copied by sonu; friend of the author from 
the original manuscript for some particular purpose. It is this: The paper on 

* A noat iwnarkabl* iniMoM of An lately came uadm my partievlar notioft, i> mp«et to the eeUlwatad 

letter written hr Prince Rupert tri King Cliarlfii I, when about to leave F.ncl^nd, in 1645, bv His eonim.ind, 
thus closing : " Sir, gite me leave to tell you I hate not deserved sot unkind a talule from you at my departure/ 
ik» tnetnuti itify'tei you Jkm could not he to* wtkinde and unnatvrally trtattd vith, iowtser, it mAoH tuttr 
letten my retpects to your Ma"", though I am now afflicted, you thould be pertUMM t» 4$$ §0$ Unhantome a thing 
mih the ill miege of your Ma"" moit obedient ntphme and faitkjid lartaiU, Evpert." 

Tlie genenlly known ebaneter of the haadtrriting of Frinee Bnpert ia Urgt and atrtiggliag, usually 
ezhil)jtui|^ nadtUminif cf the pen. The original drad of the letter referred to, is in that knon-n hand, of which 
nDBMnna wpeamtm oneuned od the di«i>p«raioa of the " Faibtax Fapbm" in l&SSi. Veiy differently written 
ia the letter t^at vaa aent to the King by the Priaee. It preaenta not odIt one of die most beaatifal apecimena 
of cali^phjr of the period, but ia more remarkable ta abewing the calmneu of the unfortunate and ill-used 
Rupert. He coramences the letter evidently with a n^w pfn, using the larger capital letters, writing the body 
in a »mall, round hand, and endinf^ it in the largtr cliuractL'r^ ; signing his name in his usually hold and well 
known style. The letter, in tLe (ipiniun of &omc persons, appeared too beautifully written to be the autograjdl of 
the Prince ; and it with difficulty I could persuade tlu m to believe it to be su. It was Mjld duriti;; tiie prwcnt 
year, 1855, among the collection of Mr. Jame» Baker; whvu also was sold the uiLiuoraLk' leUtx of Kmg 
Charles I. to the Marquis of Ormond. Tlic former was purchased by Mr. HoUoway, the printscUcr, for £13 13*. ; 
and the latter for £71 , by my aid iVieiid and srhooltVIlow-, Mr. John Ynun^, whote letter OQ tho aul^ect referred 
to i» loinewhat confirmatory of the opinion 1 had entertained of the former. 

« filacfcheatb, 8tfa Sept., 1866. 

" My dear Sotheby, 

■' Yisu arc quite rigl.t with regard to the Tcry interesting letter from Prince Rupert to the King, 
which belonged to the late Mr. Baker, and formed one of the moat coriooa and valuable lettera in hia lale. At 
fttat aigfat I ma diapeaed to think dut die aigintare only vn» in Bnper^a handwriting ; die body of the letter 
difiering so much froaa the large and bold character of his ordinary writing. But a minuti and c urcM examine* 
tioB and eompaiiaoB, aanstcd by a godd glaas, quite satisfied me that it was a holograph letter ; the diiefcnoe 
to which I have adverted, arising, I have no doubt, from the fiieC ot hia hamng taken mrasual paina with the 
writa^, and having probably used a fine, inatead of a broad pen. Am rcgarda the fiurnuMioQ of the letten, the 
character was identical with his ordinary and well known hand. 

*' I was confirmed in this opinion by our fiicnd Henry Foss, whose sagacity and judgment are so well 

known. 

** Alwagra, ny deax Sothebj, jowa very fiuthfullyj 

"Joux YOUKO.'* 

" P.S. I may add that Rupert's lime was the period of good caligraphy 1" 
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■which it is %\Titten is of the same peculiar texture, and bears the same watermark 
as one of the auto^ra|»]i mauuscripts referred to ;is beiug iu the British Museum. 

Auother remarkabb instance occurred in the Upcott collection of manuscripts. 
It was a manuscript copy of La Pucelle b'Obleans, which had been purchased 
11UU17 years ago at Paris by Mr. M arkham Sh«rw$U, a ooUeetor of autograph lettexa^ 
who wrote on the fly-Iedf of the Tolume^ " I bom^t it as an undoubted corrected 
copy by the author YoltMre. The bookseller from whom I had it^ told m^ that it 
came from the Royal Library at VersailleB. I believe it to be an origiBal." With 
the firm belief of the genuineness of the volume, Mr. Upcott, a man highly distia* 
guished in the annals of Autogra])liy, purchased it at the sale in 1827 of the 
collection of Mr. Markham Rherwill, and accordingly wlien Afr. Upcott printed in 
1836 a list of all the treasurer iu hiti possession, he enttirtxi it a^s " a manuscript copy 
with marginal and interlineary notes by the author." At the dispersion in 1846 of 
the Upcott collection, the Toliime was sold, and coming, some months afkerwardfl^ 
under the immediate scrutminng hands of ISx. JiAm PaynCj he inconteatably 
proved to me, from internal evid^oe of the nature of the noteai, that the copy could 
not have been written by the author, unless it were supposed that he himself 
could, for any particular olgect, have denouneed the author of La Pucelle as 
one of the moat infamous men in the worM Sucli was the tennr of one of the 
ni 'r ••inal notes. The character of the writing of the poem itself bore a luost 
rcuiarkuble similarity to that usually adopted by Voltaire in his letters, the notes 
and corrections being 111 a smaller baud. 

We are now about to enter into our own den ! There are veiy few positioDs in 
which any one who is enthusiastically "mad" {vm the generality of the world will 

have it) upon any particular subject, is placed, that he does not by " hook or by 
crook" manage to obtain a hearing. Thus it is, without any attempt at ctmceal* 
ment, with the author of the present \\ orlv. 

About four jeais ago I accidentally heard that in the " St rupt uin" for December 
1841, a literary periodical pubhslied in Leipsic, I should find myself accused of 
having attempted to impose uptm the oredulity of the puUic by the statements I 
had put forth in respect to certain writings of the Qreat Reformer and learned 
Philip Melanchthon. 

Pkesuming that my labours on tiie Hock-Books may, perhaps be eithw read or 
looked at on the Continent, more particularly in Germany, I hope I may be excused 
for adopting the present medium (perhaps the only one I may ever have) of endea- 
vouring to refute so immerited an attack, not only on my conduct in my profes- 
sional occupation, as an agent in the dis])i)sal of literary ])n)])< rty, but as an honour- 
able man. I therefore will brietly relate the facta connected with the case. 
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In the y( jir 1833, the library of Dr. Kloss oi" Fraukfort wa*? consigned to this 
country lor sale by public auction, the preparatiou of the catalogue being intrusted 
to my care. 

When I liad nearly completed the catalogue, and liad almost prepared it fot the 
press, I met with the volume on the titie of which appears the foUowiog manuscript 
note, a iko-eimile of which is here appended. 



Struck with this dicumstanoe^ I immediately refbrred to Dr. Elosi^s mannecript 

catalogue of his ooUei^n, and great was my siirpri^ie at finding no mention made 
of it. That the passage wa^i in the autograph of the illustrious Melanchthon 
required very little consideration : its authenticity was at once evident. I then 
recollecte*! that, while caLaloguing the collection of printed books, I had met with a 
considerable number illustrated with marginal notes in manuscript; and as, previous 
to the discovery of this volume, I had devoted some little time to the examination 
of MeIan(^thon's "Common Place-Book" among Dr. EIoss's collectiim of manuseriptq, 
I comm^Msed an inspection of the maniMcripts in general Finding among them the 
volume containing the PhUoeophical Collections stated fay Dr. Kloss to be in the 
autograph of Melanclithon, and several volumes of grammatical collections and 
transcripts from classical authors, apparently in the handwriting of a youth, it 
occurred to me, that many of the marp^inal notes in the vohimcs above alhuled to were 
also in the antoEfrfvph of the great Refimiiei" at difiVrent ])eriods of liis lite. 

Naturally very mucli pieaiicd wiLli the discovery, and uuder ihu iutiuence, no 
doubt, of the feelings it was calculated to excite, I came to the conclusion that in 
the coUeotion was embraced the mass of what might be termed Melanchthon's own 
library. Under thb impression I recommenced the examination of the whole of the 
colleetioD,notmg by the way, all those volumes of which I thought the scholia on the 
maagins to have be^ from his pen. 

Being however urged to complete the catalogue with as little delay as possible, 
and conscquentls' oblifjed to carry on the greater part of my investi;:;ationR at nip-ht, 
it is not to lie woiulei'ed at, shoidd the conclusions to which 1 was then Jed ocea- 
sionally ]irov(^ eiTuueuus. Thus, it was not until the catalogue was printed, and 
nearly leady for publication, that I discovered the singularly abridged autogreiph of 
Metandithon affixed to the edition of Cicero, which is here subjoined in fiuHtimile. 



Indeed so limited was the period I had to devote to these investigations, and con- 
sequently, so cursory the attention I was enabled to bestow upon them, that it was 
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not until it had accidentally come into my possession subsequently, at a time when 
I had more leisure to observe it, thai I discovered in like uiiiimer the si<mature of 
Melanchthon appended to a maiginal illustration of the Iliad of Homer, in a copy 
of that Vork wbich was puichaaed at the sale by MeBsra. Payne and Foa^ and 
passed through tbeir bands without their being conBdons of the literaiy treasure it 
contained, aa more particidarly noticed in the obaerv»tionB upon the fiuHnmiie 
from the Tohime in Plate xxxm. of my waA* upon, the subjeot of the aatogr^ha 
discovered. 

A further and more minutt* examination, however, l)etween the pu1)H('ation of the 
catalogue and tlie period of the sale, having served to ;y:ive me a clearer insight into 
the character of the several styles of hand^sTitiTig tlu^y contained, 1 gradually became 
aware, that, although correct in my general estimate of the volumes in qutristiou, 
verjf manff mrora had crept into my condusioD^ some of irhidL I was thns enabled 
to rectify even previous to the sale. 

The same impexfect opportunities of investlgatkHi which were the cause of the 
errors into which I had fikU^ operated no doubt with other p»Bons« whose appor> 
tunity for investigation was even yet more limited ; and the consequence was. that, 
notwithstanding aU the iutemal evidence they containid, a general disbelief of their 
authenticity began to prevail. To remove this impression, and justify the views I 
had taken, I executed a series of i)lates intended to illustrate the connection 
between the several handwritings. Finding, however, tiiat a prejudice still existed, 
which all my efforts at the thne w»e msuffldent to subdue, and wnwOlvng to inatr 
the imputation of having endeavoured, ly undue repfe$entation. to enhance the vcUue 
of property committed to my charge, I determined on purchasing the greater part of 
the volumes myself, with the view of entering more largely into the subject^ at some 
fiiture tune, when I should have more leisure in devote to it. 

Since that period T liave been enabled, thiouudi the kindness of many friends, to 
collect niucli additiom\l infonnation : to add many \ ery intereHtin<? volumes to those 
I then procured ; and to devote some little attention to the perusal of such works as 
were illustrative of the Ufe and labours of the renowned Reformer. 

What the intrinsic value of the materials which I have thus brought together 
may eventually prove in a literaiy point of view, I will not presume to take upon 
myself to detennine. As calculated to iUusbrate the character and habits of a man 
whose opinions exerdsed so great an influence over the COiristittu world both then 
and since, their importance will, I think, at once be admitted ; and when we con- 
sider the prcrLt v\rrovr and orir^inality of his mind, together with the constant habit 
of committing his thoughts to paper (a habit in which he at all times of his busy 

* llBpuUifllwd Doetttnento, Mn^iml Kote*, nd Hemortndt, in tiie AutognpH of Fhilip Mclmditlion 

and Martin ruflirr, ^ifli Tiuincroii* F.ir^;niiIt-< : arcotnpanicd with Observations u])on ths TUICtiet of Stfk in 
the Haodwritiag of thc«e illiuuioiu Bcformcis. Bj S. Leigh Sotheby. 1S40. 
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Ms appears eztenmTdy to have indulged), there ean be no doubt tliat amongst audi 
a maBS of matter coming from liis ])en, there must be a great deal whidi would 
amply repay the critical researches of the learned. 

With so many instances before iis, it would almost appear superfluons to detain 
the reader by addnnnp^ evidences of the ;^n-eat extent to which Melanchthfin was 
wont to carry this habit (a habit coutracted from liis very earliest days), ol' inserting 
in writing, sometimes on separate paper, but most generally on the margins and 
blank spaces of sach books as he happened at tiie time to be engaged in reading, the 
opinions he entertained concenung them, or apposdte illnBtratioos from andent 
ciaarieBl anthers whioh the nature of tiie passages themadivee was calculated to 
suggest. This is, indeed, a point to which Camerarius, his biographer and fri n ] 
expressly alludosr, at the same time giving ns to understand the importance which 
tliose, even of his own day, were accustomed to attach to these spontanemii^ and 
hasty etVusioiis of his pen. After mentinninf^ the practice of Melanclithoii in always 
takiii^^ witli liim to public meetings a copy of the Holy Scriptures, he adds ; " And 
as he wits in the custom of iiiscrihing in his books the usef ul aiul remarkable passages 
from ike workt <^ tha aneienia, wAmA principally caught attenHon «n their 
perusal, occasional H^uetraHng fkan with hit own ch»ervaiiion8f ^oee who happetud 
to eee ^cse hoaHu heeame parHctdarlp eoffcr to obtain possemion cf them. Philip, 
ther^ore, hemg natv»aRy very lateral, and uieUned to pieaee every body as far as it 
was in his pmc^^r, frefjnentli/ suppiied, ^purchasing otJiers, the place ef those which 
had o'fhcr hi en stolen from him or bestowed upon his friends"*. 

But it is to the works thcmsc^lvos that wp need only look for the confirmation of 
this circumstance; and liere indeed we sliall find ani|>le evidence of Mie extra- 
ordinary perseverance and industry which character izetl tliis distinguished iudi- 
TidnaL Others, no doubts might be adduced among the most learned scholars 
and men oninmt for their Uteiaiy attainmenti^ who woe likewise in the habit of 
illustrating thdr books with marginal annotations (a practice of whieh indeed we 
are not without examples even at the present day) ; and it is not improbable, but 
that, from the public and private libraries in this country alone, above a thousand 
volumes might be enumerated, which owe their princii)al value to the autograph 
illustrations of the jxi'eat characters through who^se hands they have passetl. 1 
believe, however, I am fully justified in asserting, tliat l)y no person of e<]ual l enown 
in the literary world lias this practice been carried to a gi'eater extent than by the 
subject of the present observations. 

The mnltipUcity of the styles in i^oh the notes and illustrations of many of the 

* "Cumqw wcribmntnr ftb eo in cbwrtu ptwim ntilei et pccdar* MBtentie Tetemm, que ei Qlonini 
■erifite lefCBti potiMimuB mninaicnt, ct nonnulliii in locU cxplicatiflnes quaduu, qnibna coniigcrat libros uxn 
vidcrc, tib his copU ipeorum maxima cupidit4Ue cxpctckatur. Ituqiic cam euet PhiUppiu natur& liberali»Hiiiius 
et ad gratiiicaodum cunctis, qnibiu posaet rebus, proclivis t^pc abktos ipso* suos et doutos aliquibiu libros 
compuatts aliis nnUvit.*' — Camerarii Vita PkUifpi MelancAtAmit, rtceit$ttit StroMuu, Sola, 1767, p. IS. 

r2 
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works appear to h:ivt> Innni written is, 1 must allow , such as at first sij,'ht mii^'ht well 
justify a suspicion prejudicial to that unity of authorsliip which it is our ])articular 
object to establish. Throughout, however, all the varieties of writing assigned to 
the pm of Helanclitlioii, tlie aame peculiaiitieg, the same general duuwster, may be 
more or less obviously traced. Suffioe it to sayj that the difference in appearanoe is 
by no means in reality such as to interpose any obstacle to the oonchiston that the 
writing, whatever its creneral character, may be aU by one hand. Executed at dif- 
ferent periods and after long intervals of time, on paper of such different qualities 
and texture, and with pens of such different dec^rees of fineness, from the quill to 
the roed, and above all, fluctuating betwet ii sufli extreiups of Hize, modified of 
coui'se by tlie limited nature of the spaces in the books, upon the blank leaves and 
margins of which he was accustomed to write, sufficient reasons appear to account 
foi* a greater divenaity in appearance than is charaeteriBfie even of the writing we 
have been induced to ascribe to Melanchtium. 

Admitting, however, a certain divenntgr in the dbaracter of the writing, it still 
ranains to be shewn, that such a diversity, under the special circumstances of the 
case, 18 by no means qualified to disprove our conclusion that tlie whole may be the 
production of one and the same hand. The ordinary writini^ of all Germans in their 
vernacular tongue is, as we all know, exceedingly ditiereut from that which they 
adopt in any other language; while another variety not less striking is displayed in 
cases where, as is not uncommon, both the German and Roman characters aie 
simultaneously employed. In all the early spechnens of Melanchthon's cuxsiTe 
Latin hand, is to be ibund a mixture of the German, which neither appears in his 
Latin romid hand, nor in that used by hhn m his epistolary oorrespondence. 

Again, however little the ordinary writing of men may alter after the character 
of their hand has been once formed, we have too frequent proofs of how variously 
men may write who addict tliemselves to rapid comiwsition. to allow us to be guided 
in our ojiiniou of the geimiueiu'ss of any particular autoirrajili, from its yin siMitiii;; 
an aspect different from wliat we have been accustomed to attribute tu it. The 
very difference of the circumstances under which a phrase is written, in many in- 
stances, suggests a difference in the character of the hand employed. Thus, in a 
note or letter upon a fUl sheet of paper, where the matter is not expected to exceed 
the limits assigned to it, the writing may be presumed to present a very different 
appearance from that which the writer would have adopted, had he had to embody 
liis sentiments within the confined limits of the margin of a printed book; while, 
at rhr- <:m\e time, the familiar nature of the one. and the more serious character of 
ihe other, would at once occasion a very tlirt'cn nt decree of care in their execution. 
Fallacious, therefore, would indeed be any conchision which we might be iiu line<l 
to come to regarding the autograph of Melanchthon in the illustration of a favoui ite 
author, upon the omi^deration alone of the hand he was accustomed to adopt 
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m his epistolary oorreflpondenc^ or his gBoeal miting upon a more extensiTe 
scale. 

I have much to regret that my over-zeal in the discovery I made, should have 
tended, at that period, as T hnve <:^eat reason to believe it did, l uther to decrease 
than raise the value of the gem'nil collection of Itooks formed by Dr. KIoss. 
It is sufficient, however, for rae to observe, that " 27<e Common-riare Book of 
Melanchthon," a volume then totaM^ dueredUed as tJie autograph of Mclanchtlion, 
now oonstitutes one of the most important volumeB in the collection of Haauscripts 
formed by the late Kev. Dr. Butler» Kdiop of lichfleld, the collection having been 
purchased by the Trusteee of the British Museum. Indeed, the late lamented 
possessor acknowledged, in a letter to Messrs. Longman, " that the more he fxiimined 
it, tJie more he was (utonished and satisfied witA the ehartteter I had given ti, thovgh 
at first siffht he wan inclined to donlt it." 

Thiis, a_Lj;iin, it was with the copy of the Holy Scriptures, which T withdrew ft om 
the library of the late Alexander Chalmers, Efq., inserting it in the collection of 
Dr. Kloss. Some of ihv iac-.smuios 1 gave fixim that volume in the catalogue were 
taken from two loose fly-leave& These had been, previous to the sal^ unfortunately 
mislaid by the artist employed, and on my finding them, some time after, I for- 
warded them to the Ber. Dr. Hawtrey, finr whom the Tolume had been purchased 
by Messrs. Payne and Foss. hi their aeknowledgmmt to me tlie Bev. Dr. Hawtr^ 
observe*! : ** Mr. Fas had indeed given me some hopr tJurt they mighi he found, / 
had so Umg given up that, that I cannot but consider their recovery Oi pure gain, 
nvd the more so as your rernnrkfi on the writing, and the rf>mpnrivoni> tphich you haee 
made of various specim&m of Melanchthon-s penmanship, sntisfii' tnrili/ pmr'f fhp. 
genuineness of the whole." The volume was sold at the cUspersiou in 1854 of the 
library of the liev. Dr. Hawtrey, when it produced nearly £30. It now fonus one 
of the treasttres of the most eminoit philobiblist of the United Statea 

Beyond the thin and peeuliariy stragi^g hand used by Martin Luther in a few 
original letters, preserved in the British Muaeum, in the Boyal lilnrary at Munich, 
and elsewliere (from which facsimiles are given in plates xxz. and xxxi. of my 
work), littl^ comparatively, has hitherto been known of his atitograph; though the 
large Monastic German Text used by him for the iuficriptfon iu the copy of his 
edition of the TTnly P(*riptures, in the German language, j)rinted at Wittemberg in 
1541 (see fne siniile.Nu.20, in the annexed plate, Lxxxn.) is sufficient to show that his 
hand- writing wa^ not ci)iii\n<tnl to one particular stvle, — clearly demonstrating, as 
before stated, that the writing used by many persons m their letters differs very 
much from that they would employ for other purposes. 

It is now fifteen years ago, when, in making a list of the books in my 
posseoaoB, I partieulariy observed the peculiar character <^ the writing of the 
notes occurring in copies of the works of Aulus Gellius and Quintillian; and in 
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fonvarding Lkat liai to a distmgtiished member of the Literary World, 1 obHti-v^ed, 
" the more I examuie the character of the nmting in those volumes, the more I 
ooowder them to be hj the faaod of Lather, more jMurtieularly in the work of Quin- 
tillian. The writing of the ooeise and quiddy written notes in the larger hand on 
the maigins of that work very mucih resemble the peeuliar and angular diaractOT of 
the iiaual lettei^writing of Luther." 

During the summer of 1847, a gentleman, a native of Germany, did me the 
kindTiess to fomard for my insppction a. volume which had been preserved for many 
generations in his family; I otfered to purchase it, l>ut he vahied it so highly that 
I was obliged to decline it. It was a small octavo edition of a Latin Bible, the 
mai'gins of which were nearly filled with annotations in the autograph of Martin 
Luther. I was perfeetlj sfltoniahed at the nunuteneas of the writing contained in 
the yolume» and oo. carefiil examination I disoovered that very many of them were 
signed "H. 

From these notes I selected two, ae giyen in fiic-simileR Xos. 1 and S, in the 

annexed plate, Lxxxir.; Nos. 3 and 4 being taken from the insides of the cover. The 
reader will here perceive that the first note is as minute as any of the %\Titin,£X of 
Melanchthon, imd vxwnted. with a degree of freedom, not very easy on the margin 
of a small bound volume. 

Having, duruig the re-examination of the books, preparatory to the printing of 
the list aUnded to, observed several books containing notes in a hand somewhat 
dmilar to the inscriptions occnrring on the inside covers of tiie Kble mentioned, I 
therefore went over those booka, which I considered as not containing notes in the 
autograph of Melanchthon, indnding even several which, on the publication of my 
work, in 1840, I had thought emanated from his pen. The result of this careful 
examination has been, that 1 have found several bonks, containincr, incontef^tably, 
manuscript notes in the autograph of Martin Luther, the notes iu several instances 
being signed by him, thus proving that Luther was in the habit of writing on the 
margin of his books, also, as indeed were many of the Scholars and Theologians of 
that day, of which numerous instances are to be seen in the inreeent collecUon of 
booka 

The fact of these books being now discovered is not at all extraordinary; for the 

probability i% that, at the death of Luther, Melanchthoi^ obtained many of his 
books; and, consequently, they formed part of Melanchthon's library. 

I now proceed to give extracts' from the previously mentioned article that 
aiipeared in the " /S'm(/^^»zw." It was written by Dr. Geor<zc Klobs, whose library 
had been purchased and brought to this country for sale by Messrs. Longman and 
Co, The article is intitled " On the jn etended handwritiTigs of Melanchthon specijied 
in the etUalogue of the library of Dr. KUm" «id is diiefly in the form of a letter 
of remonstrance to those gentlemen. After some pxidindnaEy observations. Dr. 
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KloBS Btat«it» that, on the receipt of the catalogue "I found numerouB fko-amilefl 
atlxibuted to Philip Mehmchthon and the numerous entries of books from his pre- 
toided library (ezactlj, erron excepted, 601), enriched by him with marginal notes. 
I was still more sui^prised at the silly treatise concerning Melanchtlion's liand- 
writing, signed S. L. S., Feb. 26, 1835. This is not the i>laoe to anatomize the ridicu- 
lous assertions therein; but since many copies of the catalouau' of my fniiner library 
are disjjersed on the continent, any one may read Sotheby's amusing untruths. ' 

In the letter to Messrs. Longman after the sale had taken place, March 2d, 
1636, Dr. Elo88^ on hearing firom those gentlemen that I intended to publii^ a w<h^ 
with the view of confirming, as fkr as I was able^ the assertions I had mad^ writes, 
"The highest pitdi of the ridiculous lies in the pains taken by Mr. Sotheby to 
manufacture a HUiotheca Mdandithoniana out of the books I collected from the 
entire South and West of Germany, from Milan, Basle, Paris, London, Leipsic, 
Prague. Vienna, and Breslau. I purposely make this geographical congregation, in 
order tiiat I may defend my self personally, as well as my liln-aiy, against the 
imputation of a magical attractive power over all those bijok.s bearing MS. notes 
whicii that gentleman chuse to ascribe to Melanchthun. " After endeavouring to 
shew that the writing in TaiiouB booira obtained from i^£forent [daoea could not 
have been in the autograph of Melanchthon, Dr. Kloas adds, "When last year I 
received the printed catalogue befiwe the sale I did not think proper to interrupt it 
by a protest But I deolared to all connoisseurs and amateurs at Frankfort, that I 
would have a formal declaration of my non-participation in Mr. Sotheby's impos- 
tures inserted in several scientific periodicals; for as the catalogue bore my name, 
an ignoramus might some day take it into his head to pnbh'sh an extract as a 
Bibliotheca Melanchthoniana, ■with an ai»[)eal to my literary reputation. Especially 
as the treatise relative to Melanchtliun's hand-writing is oniy signed witli initials, 
some day or other this record of folly and false conjectures might be attributed to 
me, — ^to me— who^ although not an author by profession, have the reputation of 
bdng a oompetmt judge.'' Dr. KIoss conehideB his letter witii the hope of bang 
able to regain the MS. catalogoe which accompanied his library, as also other MS. 
catalogues, com|tfiaing five folio volumes, not seen by me. These catalogues were 
returned by agreement on the part of IMcssrs. Longman to a Mr. Amertiach, the 
agent employed by Dr. KIoss in the sale of the library to tho*?e jrentlcmen. Dr. 
Kloss in regretting his not having been able to obt;dii these (loeumeiits I'rom !M. 
Amerbach, whose estate had passed into the hands of his creditors, thus closes his 
letter of remonstrance 

" My wish is to present them to the town library here, as a memento of the 
bibliographical treasure which was once collected within the walls of Franlcfort 
The preceding documents dedare deaily and positivety that I have no part in the 
phantasies of Mr. Sotbeby in the catalogue of the library of Dr. Kloss, and also 
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that 1 never entertained them. In the hope of once laore becoming possessed of 
the nuasliig catalogues, I left ail these misrepresentations to their own fate for 
a whiles bat made use of canveuioit oppcntuoitiee to let judges of autographs read 
the ktteit already quoted, and especially to have my last lottor of the S8th of 
Hareb« 1836» attested by their «ngiiafciiree» m order to meet any snqddoiL of later 
interpolation. As soon as the copies oS this declaration are completed, I sh^ 
deliver to the town library here the whole correspondence relative to it, in order 
that now and in future, overy one may convince himfsself by ocular (kiuoustration 
of the certainty of my timely warning against the Bibliotheca Melanchthouiana 
mauufactured out of my former library. It is to be hoped that no true lover of 
literature will allow himself to be misled by these pretended discoveries. It speaks 
of Itself that this my protest can only extend to that part of hk new worlc wliidi 
wilt base itself upon the catalogue of the library of Dr. Eloss. 

" Frem^aH-on-ihe-Maiik " Med. Dr. A Professor." 

It is very evident that the leamed Doctor was sadly distressed at my having 
discovered that there existed an interest in many of the volumes in his library 
unkiii)\Mi to liim. Had lie In eu ((jually so at learning that by the false reprefenta- 
tiouh of his agent M. Amerbach to Mr. Reader, the negotiating assistant of Messrs. 
Longman, those gentlemw lost a etmsiderable sum by the purdiase of his Ubraiy, 
it might have been some little satisfaction to them to have received the assurance 
of Dr. Kloss that he himself was in no way to blame for the conduct of his agent 

I am free to ccmlbss that in. very many inatances I was wnnag in my judgment; 
and had I selected those volumes only that could with little feai* of contradiction 
have been stated as bearing internal evidence of ha\ing belonged to the illustrious 
Reformer Melanchthon, I should have save<l the learned Dr. KJoss much distress of 
mind, — my employers much annoyance at so uusatisfactoiy and unprofitable a cor- 
respondence with him, — myself much labour, as also the imputation of having been 
an impostor and the manufacturer of a Bibliotheca Melanchthoniaoa, in lieu of 
receiving from the leamed Dr. Kloss " the handsomesi snt^-^oz Unm Frank- 
fort could produce," a mraiorial anticipated by the author of the Bibliotheca 
Spenc^ana* \ 

I committed many mistakes; but not^ I tliink, sudii as justify so severe a remon- 
strance from Dr. Kloss. 1 deem it unnecessaiy to refer to the various books which 
he states, owing to the locality whence he obtained them, coidd never have been 
Heeii even by Melanchthon. To those <»llSL■r^-atio!lB I will only note, that tlie wry 
iuLcresLiug copy ul" the Holy Scrijitures^relerretl to in p. 12J)I discovered in the library 
of Alexander Chalmers, tlie eminent biographer, was bought by him, half a centurj'' 
* BeminuccDces. By the Ber. Dr. DibUin. Vd. i. p. Hi. . 
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ago, for a dulling; afc a stall in the streets in London! So, likewise, in respect to 

that most interesting copy of the Aldine VirgiJ, which was evidently used by 
MelanchthoTi at his lertiires, and hnrl his autograph initials attached to many of the 
notes: I purchased that volume from Messrs. Payne & Fosj^, who Tiad had it on their 
shelves for ver\'- many years w^ithout haviuf;- discovered the nature of its contents. 
In refening to some of the books. Dr. Kloss remarks: " I acknowledge that Nos. 4635, 
4636, and 4637, contain Mdancliflion's handwriting, and have recognised them as 
audi in my mamiaeript catalogue, wMdi Ifr. Sotheby had before his eyes. With 
respect to 463% I doubt its genuineness, notvithstaDding the appendage of Mebm- 
ehthon's name."* Now I can pontiTdy affirm tiiat 4635 was the only volume to whidi 
Dr. KloHS made re ference as having any writing in the autograph of Melanohthon. 
There was not the slightest indication, in his description of the " Common Plaoe- 
Book of "Molamdithon," of its being avA'i<inij>h ; nor did he m write on my application 
to hitu for iuioimation. He merely noticed that that volume;, as also 4635, " came 
from one and the same collection." 

Whatever errors I may liave committed in my desire to caJl attention to thq 
discoyeries I had made, I believe it is now generally allowed that I was right on the 
main poin^ namely, that the libiaxy did contain many volumes with marginal 
notes in the autograph of the ilfautrious Refbrmers Mdanchthon and Luther. 

In the Loci Communes of Manliusf, a work compiled, for the most party from the 
discourses of Philip Melanchthon, occurs the fblloAving article, confirmatory of many 
points then advanced and entertained by me upon tlic s'ibjeet. My attention was 
called to it, a few months since, by my kind friend Mr. Singer, a ge ntleman well 
ktjown for his erudition in early literature, and one who not only loves the posses- 
sion of curious and rare buoks, bui delights in the study of their contents. To his 
researeh, therefore, the reader as well as the ''Goncoctor of the BtUiotheca Mdan- 
nhthonittna" ill indebted for a passage which bears very gratifying and most welcome 
testimony in corroboration of the statement I had mada 

* I do Bat fiv m nMMBent doalit tlurt t1i« iiueripltoo md rigtwMu* on the title page of that volume are the 
aiitagvapli oCMdaaebthoa. It may be a. question whether the whole of the nMraacript ooUmtioD and morginul 
notes arc not in the autograph of John Oecolainpadim, a voaat dutiagaiihed Giedi scholar, and an intimate 
friend of Mclanchthou, the latter having written the nemonible fine on die title page at the requeftt of hit friend. 
The mora the worlu of that period containing marginal notes arc examined, iho nON thcj tlirov a light upon 
the custom of learned mm writing on the margins of bookf. And a» far aa concerns the writing itaelf, Cau- 
uiupuY appears not tu iiavc been unworthy of the attention and practice of the most eminent seholars and 
public ebancten of the period. The above opiition respecting the collections of Oecolampadias ii strengthened 
by ray havin'^' obtained, within a few days, from Mr. Stewart the bookseller, a volume containing vaiioas 
tiettke* by Oecolompadiua, on one of which occurs his auU^raph inscription, it being the dedication copy to 
hia Punm, Berahaid do Addmanafeld. Thm ia a remarhnUe teMnhlaaee in the mtiliiig of the iaicriptioa to 
that of the ^'S. ci>ll( t'.ion of Occolampnilius. 

t " Locorum Commumum Collectanea d Joanne Manlio, per multos ojinos, turn ex Icclionihus D. Pkilippi 
lfdttdithoni>,etc.,ete.,«M«gnita." Jamb«. liiSS, pp. MS-i. The vatic is not in the BritiA Mwenai. I 
hurt a copy of it, which I ktelf porduaed fitom Mr. Stewnit 

VOL. Ih 8 
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MELANCHTHON ON WRITING. 

"Scripsi* bis mea manu Ejustoliim iid "Roinanos Giarr, tunc cum mi-lius adhuc pingcrc, et 
Dianas essent fsiciliores, ac plus otii Imbcrem. Unum ver6 exemplar dedi Doctori Uesao Vratisk* 
▼ienn. 4'. U. 

**AnfiamiM wit ad hwmt Utm» ffitgmdu am^iaeimia. 

"Turpe est pingcrc malos litcras. Quidam asini do indnstria male pLn<r«nt litcias. Omnis qui 
dc inrlu!5trin male pinj^it litcrivs, est miilust grammaticus. Pulchrum est ita scribere, ut literse sine 
olTetisiouti leg! possint. OtiiueM veteres priucipcs scripscrunt grandiores Uteras : sicut etiam ht^e- 
bant magDanimitaten) aaimontm et xdiqnarani viitatum. Dux Fndericna ct Dux Geoigiiu pnlehm 
Utena piogebaot. Erasmus, Budn-us, Lutherus, optitne literas pinxerunt ; et omnes illos antecel* 
lebat Cnpnio (*.<•. Rpnrhlin). qui pulchrt^ pingebat, et giandiusculas amabat litcras. Habcns medio- 
crcm maiium pingcndi literas, is earn retineat ; neque iiiud nisi de affectatione inteUigi volo. 

"^Chrywloraa, qui doeoit Ftorentiae litems Ghnecaa prinraB, cam parentas Mepi inttaaaent 
sdiolam, TiBiiri quid iilii proficercnt, ct inspicerent eorum scripturas, dixit : Inspicite tantum 
cnltros eomm. Qui habct optirniini cultrum, iWo rtiam optimt» pingit; id est, qui venit paratus. 
Doctor Casparus Crucigerus poterat quorumcunquc pcnnis optime pingcrc. Qui hoc possunt, aut 
MUkt onuiino eseeUentea, ant ^SUUhi^aKw^ hoc est, igna^l" 

LnSBAL TBUTIIiATIOir. 

Twice I have written, with my OWA hand, the Epistle to the Homans in Greek, theHi irbeil I 
could paint better, and my hnnd was more fise, and I had more leisure. One of the copies, hoif> 
ever, 1 gave to Doctor Hess of Breslau. P. M. 

It is disgraoefiil to paint bad letters. Oertain asses, from inUbhieas, pdnt their letten badly. 
Every one who wilfully paints letters badly is a grammatical mole. It is beautiful so to write that 
the letters can be read without offmce. All the old princes wrote tlie larger letters, as they also 
possessed magnanimity of soul and the other virtues. Duke Frederick and Duke George painted 
beaatiful letten. Erasmiis, Bndens, Lather, paintiBd letten in the best style; and Oapnio 
(Benehlint) who wrote beautifully, and loved the laiger letten» ezoellud all uf ihem. Ue who has 
a mediocre hand for painting letten, let him retain it; nor would I have it understood that he did 
it from affectation. 

Chrysoloras, who first taught the Greek letters at Florence, when parents often came into the 

school to see how their sous were progressing, and inspected their writing, said : laspeet only Aeir 
knives : he who lias llie best knife, he also paints the best ; that is, he who comes prepared. 
Doctor Caspar Cruciger was able to paint capitally with any pen whatsoever. Those who can do 
this, are indeed either excellent, or Sehlhufel, that is, idle scamps. 

In tlio preceding passage, Melanchthou mentiouB with uiaikt^i euipLas.is the fact 
6f the great Martin Luther being well akilled in caligraphy. He does not merdy 
reoord that he "ivrote a good band;" hut states that Luther^ aa also ErasmuB and 
Budaeus, painted letters in the best style— *'opMnd Utmu pinsmuwL*' This is not 
the language of an ordinaiy ranark. He meant it as an example of the pains great 
and learned men were aocostomed, in his day, to bestow on their writing beyond 

• In the edition of 1565 the wwd is *'JDlMeryMt /* but in that of 1601, prin'a il at Fr mrVfort, whence Hub 
quotation is taken, it is as given. t 1^ edition the word is printed " malut." 

t It is wdl known tint BeaaUin fiir loms ycais gimed Ua fiviag at Piiii by die oopyiog of Greek Sfsau- 
scripts. I have in my possesdoB faif odefaiated aatognph letter to Melanchthon, niging bim ts aeoept the 
appointment at Wittembeig. 
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yrhsA the more ordinary duties of life required of tliem. As regards Im own. haad- 
writing, he speaks very modestly ; but what he says euffid^tlj proves thaty at periods 

of his life, when he had "more leisure," he paid great attention to caligraphy. 

In my own collections for a Biblio^o-apliical Record of the Works of the English 
Poets (connn en ced by me when at school), I have several thousand foUo pages written 
at difterent periods of my life. Very many are in a ronnd (ty])c) liand, totally different 
from the style ordinarily used by me in my daily occupation; and were 1 to attempt 
to "paint letters" equally well nov, I should find the necesttty of humbly using tiie 
same xemaik as the illustKiiMis MelanchtlMni d^—^thm I could paint bOtert and 
my hand leae foore /ne." 

In respect to the autograph of Martin Luther, the observations of Melanchthon 
are remarkable, because the writing adopted by Luther in his letters (that chiefly 
hitherto known) is of n particularly sfntf/f/Iiitf/, and oftentimes almost illegihle 
character. A reference to the fac-siniiles given in plates xxx. and xxxi. of my 
former work* will forcibly exemplify this fact ; while the Auxuciupn Prjiyer at the 
close of a copy of his Catechism shews his caligraphic skill, it being written in the 
same Gothic Irtter as that of the type in whieh the worlc is fninted. The whole of 
the pmyer is given in the first spedmen, plate zxxi. menlaoned as a remarkable 
illustration of how Luther could ** paint htien.'* 

By a most fortuitous circumstance I am enabled to oorroborato the state- 
ments I have made reapecting the writing occurring in some Tdiunes which 
I have attributed to the pen of Luther, Early in the present month, September 
1855, 1 purchased from Mr. Leshe tlie bookseller, a copy of one of the earliest 
Protestant e<litions of tlie Bible, printed at Nuremberg in 1527. The niar^ns of 
this volume are covered with manuscript notes. It was shewn to me by Mr. Leslie, 
who had receiyed it firom the Bev. Thomas Lathburyf , of Bristol, he believing the 
notes to be in the autograph of Melanchthan, in consequenoe of an opinion given by 
me many years since. After a oaraM elimination, I immediatdy ventured to 
pronounee otherwise^ the vokune affording one of the most remarkable instanees in 
confirmation of the opinion I have expressed conoeming the handwriting of Mai-tin 
Luther, the whole of the notes being in His Autograph. The opportunity is too 
tcmptinsr, and the expense too trifling, for me to refrain from jiresenting to my 
readers, in plate lxxxiii. fac-similes of some of the notes in the volume mentioned 
in order that they may be compared:!; with those taken from the margins of other 
bookij, iu i)Iate lxxxii. 

* Uapablisilicd Documents in the Autograph of Luther and Melanchthon, etc Folio, mucccxl. 

f On an application hy Mr. LmIm. at my requert, to the Her. Mr. Lathbury, to inquiie whenoe he 
obtained the volume, I leun tiuit lie purchased it, very many years ago, at the shop of a bookseller, as he thinks 
in Princc's-strcct, Leiccstcr-nqnare. Another remarkable inatance ia bore ahown, of how a book of the greatest 
intere&t may travel from place to place, and iU T^iuble content! maiii voltedied tut eentwiei. 

t To Mme «f A* fin^ionln ia plate uun. «« hm had opoanon to allnde in pages U6, preoediiig. 

sS 
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PLATES LXXZU. AMD LXXXIU. 
TABIOUS SFEdUENS OP THE AVTOGBAPH OF UABTIN LUTHER. 

In the preccdinfj; paj^es, 125-6, 1 have particularly related the occasion of my 
havinn^ had the iac-aimiles in plates Lxxxn. executed, mad, subsequently, those in 

plate Lxxxnr. 

lu the former, the specimens 1, 2, 3, and 4, are from the small edition of the 
Bible brought over from Qvmany for my special examination; and I now regret 
that I did not pordiase the copy &<hii the gentieman in whose fiunily it had been 
handed down for above three centuries. Had I heea in Germanj, I m^t have 
bem abl^ ecanomieaUy, to have acceded to his Uxma; vis. a sum that would bnj 
"a carriage and a pair of horses :" no bad idea, by way of barter, on the part of the 
owner! Tt was, however, a most interesting volume, the greater ])ortioii of the 
lower martrins of the pages being covered v^ith notes in a small hand, similar to the 
fac-siiuik's 1 and 2, and vejy many others lioi'e tlie initials M. L, As with another 
copy of the Bible in ray possession, the Great lieibiiiier had written on the insides 
of the ooyers a commeni on a remib fixnn the Scriptures^ adding his name in full» as 
seen in fitc-situiles 3 and 4. The writing in these is the peculiarly angular curtne 
stylo, more frtequently used by Luther in his letter-writing. 

No. 5 is taken from the oopy of the Bible (now in the Bodleian library) refored 
to at p. 117, as having been bought by Mr. John Payne. 

Nos. 6 to 27 inclusive are taken from the margins of various volumes, the notes 
presenting a great variety of the cursive hand ; sonic very straggling and carelessly 
written, .sev( ral having the initial M. to tlieni. Tlie wi iting in specimen 6 is more 
of a round hand, and agrees m ith Luther's notes in a copy of '1/ie sieben Jiusspsalm" 
printed 1520, preserved in the Koyal library at ICunich, &c-flKmilee of which wer^ 
some years since, most kindly sent to me by H. Idchtenthaler, the Directw of that 
Library. The ognature of Luther, as in specim^ 2t% is from another edition of the 
Bible in my possession. That in spedmen 90 is from, the celebrated folio edition 
in the British Museum, the autograph and the three words before it evidently shew- 
ing that Martin Luther adapted his style of writing to the occasion, and did not 
ooultue it to the thin angular hand UHually known as his. 

Tlie sjKcimcuii in plate Lx.wni. present an infinite variety of the use of tbe 
cursive hand, from writing no niiuute as to require a magnifying glass, to the larger 
and more coarse character, as in specimens 29 and 30 in the preceding plate. 
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Why the Great BefiKnner ahoald hare, in the one BMe, attadied lus' initials 
«to 8d many of the noteB» and omitted to d(» so in tiie other, is a point to be esfdMned 

only by the circumstances undor whidi he wasi influenoed vheu so occupied. 

In closing these observations we are induced to remark, that the autograpli of 
a person frequently varies according to his state of health, the goodness of his pen, 
the quality of his paper, and the cause of its use. 



Reverting again to the subject of Literary Forgeries; a subtle Greek, withmudl 
learning and barefaced cftVonteiy, has employed himself for several yeara in mann- 
fiicturing very many Greek IM;inuserij)ts, ami jiahuing' them off, whenever an oppor- 
ttmity offered, as tlie genuine works of centuries past. That this man, by name, 
SiMONiDKs, sneeeedcd in deceivini» a few of tlie most leamed philolooista on the 
Continent, — men wlio aie in the habit of daily inspecting and studying such works^ — 
is most eertain. In &ct, his prodncttons ran the gauntlet scathle^ through one of 
the most distinguished litMaxy soeietiee in Europe. 

In this eountiy, hovever, Shnonides yns not quite bo sucoeBsfoL He totally 
failed in his endeavours to impose upon the experience of 8hr Fred^O Madden, 
the Head of the Manuscript Departmr lU in the British Museom; as also on the 
Rev. H. 0. Coxe, at the Bodleian Lilirary, Oxford. 

Long before the public in this country had the smallest iatiniatinn of tlie inicjui- 
tous ]>i ocecdinga of Simonides, Sir F. Madden had informed jne of liis forgeries; 
but uij they were not publicly known, I hesitated, when writing on the subject con- 
tained in the few preceding sheets* to enter upon such ground without the possession 
of more substantiated faots to enable me to maintain it. 

The publication, however, in the Athenaumf of mudi interesting information 
respeoting these forgeries, led me to request Sir F. Madden to favour me with a 
reiteration, in writing, of the eonversation we had previously liad on the subject; 
and he has accordingly done so, I therefore now proceed to lay before my readers 
extracts from ihe Jfh^vrpmn respecting this literary imjiostor, closing them with 
the comnnuiication alluded to, without venturing an opinion upon a subject quite 
out of the sphere of my abilities. 

Aihenatm, FA. 16, 1856. 

** The fonowing fiiCto oonoeniag Simonides ate taken from a literary Hiu and Cry ]>ublished 
in 1853. They real od the authority of Dr. Mordtauum, Gkarge-d'Afaint of tbe Hanseatic Towns 

at Constantinople : 

*' Simonides conies iVotii the island of Sjme, oppoaite to Onia, and may be at preaent (liv> J) 

* This sheet was printed lerenl aioadn afker thoae wbidi ftUow. 
t Nnnben fat Feb. 16, Feb. fS, nd Hwrdi t, 18fi6. 
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about thirty>five. He has paid great attention to palicogiapUical studies, and has himself attained 
■a almost incredible maatenhip in tbis subject Several years ago he raddenly appeared at Athen*, 
and offered a mass of the rarest MSS. of lost works, and some very important MSS. of the Classics, 
all very ancient. He said his uncle had discovorcd them in a monastery on Mount Atho< : he liad 
carried them aw^y secretly, and there were still more left behind. He was very mysterious, and 
flpokeaUrajBcf hnenflnneaandtpin. Tk«CbcekG(ivenMiieiktappdntedftCSoiiimi 
hit MSS. He pxoditoed a yexf andent Homer, vith. the complete ComnMntary of Exiatalhiiu. 
Thn Commission rrportet! favonrahly: there -vvas only one dissentient voice. Anew inquiry was 
ma«ie, and the MS. turned out to be a most accurate copy of Wolf 's edition of Homer, with all its 
errata. Simonidcs was unmasked ; hut he had in the mean time published his * Simais,' a history 
of the School of SymOi & Ihi'j^'y from beginning to end. 

"In the year 1S51, Simonidcs made his appearance at Constantinople. He was received by 
Baron Tecco, the Sardinian Minister. ITis promises were grand. He was goinp; to puljlish a 
Sanchoniathon, which he said he ^jossessed complete. Now Sanchoniathon was rathur au ominous 
name ; and Wagenfeld's racceaalhl forgery had not yet been ftqjotten. Thoefiife Knonides aooo 
dropped Sanchoniathim, and came out instead with a Greek work on Hioogljphics. He nuunr 
tained that his work pave, amon£f the rest, a translation of an inscription on an Egj'ptian figure, 
which belonged to a M. Cayol at Constantinople. A meeting was held, at Avhich Baron Tecco and 
Dr. If ordtmana assisted. Simonides read his translation ; and it was found diat it did not squave 
with the original at all. This having failed, Simonides promised to ]n oiIuce a MS. contuning 
Cuneiform Inscriptions, witli a transcript in riiainician letters. As Dr. Mordtmann, however, was 
well acquainted with both of these alphabets. Simonidcs never produced tlu« treasure at Constanti- 
nople. It is a curious foct, that an old parchuicnt, pretending to come from the library of 
Sdencus, was some years ago communicated to the Royal Asiatic Society in I<ondon. It contauied 
Cuneiform Babylonian Inscriptions, with a transcript in Phcenicion letters ; and it is state<I by one 
of the most competent scholars, who took a copy of some lines of the MS., that tho transcript into 
nMenkian was cooeot ; and dttt» at the time, Coi (now Sir Henry) BawUnson had not yet deci- 
pheeed, or at least not yet puhUshed, any of his Headings of the Babylonian Inscriptions. 

" Simonifles, Imvinc: the scrutinizing eye of Dr. Mordtrnann upon him, abandoned Sanchonia- 
thon, the Uieroglypliics, and Cuneiform Inscriptions ; but produced instead a Greek work giving 
a complete history of Armenia. The Armenians at Constantinople, being men of literary taste, 
offbred to huy his MSi., and to publish it with an Armenian tnndation. He g<ave them some 
specimens of his work; but the proper names which occurred in it ^\l le not Armenian at all. 
Prcs-icd to produce the rest, he hesitated, and at last tletuandcd one million of piastres before he 
would part witii his treasure, 'i his put an end to the history of Armenia. 

"But Simonides was not yet disoonraged. He mmd eame before the pttblie with a more 
startling discovery than any he had yet made. He said he possessed a MS. of tiie time of the 
Franco-Venetian rule of Constantinople. In this MS. a monk, ho said, j^ave an account of many 
valuable MSS. buried by the Comncni, in order to hide them from the Latins. The places where 
they were buried were accurately defined along the Bosphozua ; and he was ready to dirinter a 
in a Monastery of the Prince Islands, containing the Acta of the first Apostolic Council of Antiodi. 
Simonidcs asked leave to dig from the Turkish Government, and from the Patriarch, Antln'mos ; 
and when this was refused, he spread a story that, like the Chalif Omar, the Patriarch had said to 
him: *The Acts of the Counefl of Antioch are superflnons; they either confirm or contradict the 
Canons of the Greek Giurch, and in either case it will be useless to dig.' 

"Soon af^er, Simonides paid a visit to Ismail Taslia. the Turkish Minister of Public Works 
and Commerce, by birth a Greek. He lived at his villa in Bcbek, on the Bosphorus ; and as he 
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had not jBt left his harem when his guest arriTed, SiiiioiiidM walked «kme in Uie gaiden. He 

afterwards dcplarrd, that, in thf pnrdcn, he had discovered orin of the places marked in his work as 
a place where MSS. had been biitied ; and that, if he wa« allowed to diy, he would produce a poem 
of Aiistotie in Gieek, written in Cariaa characters. Excavations were made ; a box was disco- 
TGMd, and it eontainiBd die MS. in n tolenble atate of pnaenwtioii. M. Oayol waa ineaenti and 
published an account of what he had seen in the Journal of ConstantittOpla; Init Ibe miw* of 
Simonidea was sufficient to damp the enthusiasm of the literary world. 

" A last appeal was made. Ibrahim Pasha, one of the most learned men at Constantinople, 
waa Induing a new house near the Hippodrome (Atmeidaa). Excavationi were going on; and 
Sinoiiides, on being asked by M. Cayol, declared that an Arabian MS., written in Syriac characters, 
would ho found on a certain spot. The worlcrnen dnjr for two hours, Ibrahim Pasha and M. Cayol 
being present, and 8imonides not being allowed to descend. At hut a pause was made, and the 
gentlemen partook of a luncheon. Alter londietm the digging was tesumed, and ahnost immedi* 
atcly Simonidcs was heard to exclaim, * There it is ! bring it up.* A box was brought ; but the 
soil which adhered to it was of a different kind from tliat of the ground. Tlie workmen were 
grinning : and when interrogated, confessed that, during luncheon, the Greek came oat for a short 
time, jumped into the pit, and began to hunow. 

*This put an end to flimoiBidee' eareer in lihe East, Be kft ComtHfttfaiople, and came to 

England ; and, in spite of the repeated warnings addressed to all Public Libraries, he succeeded in 
disposing of many of his MSS. Among the most curious MSS. which he left in England, one is a 
copy of Hesiod, written ^ovarpo^nfiov ; another, the identical copy of some books of Homer, sent 
inm Chioe to Hipparehns, the aon of Fisistratas. It is alnost incredible tihat andi impudent ftanda 
eonld have been successful ; but there is little doubt that many more will now be brought to light 
The British Museum* is said to possess thirty IMSS. of Simonides. These may poasibly be genuine; 
yet they would require a new and careful examination. 

** At Leipzig, Simonides sdd a copy of Hennas the Shepherd* a duii^m work of the firrt 
eentnry, hitherto known only in a lAtin translation. It was published by Prof. Dindorf and Pn^ 
Anger ; and is no doubt a forgei-y. So far we are following the statement of the Ilue-and fry. 

The last achievement was Uianius. The MS., a palimpsest, was sent front Leipzig, where 
Simonides was staying, through Prof. Dindorf, to Berlin. With their eyes open, the members of 
ttie Academy declared that the MS. was genuine ; and the Minister of Public Instruction luid heen 
ordered by the King to huy it for 5,000 thalrrs, ahout £700. Considcrini; that the .MS. consisted 
only of seventy-one leaves, this sliows what value was attached to this work. We do not yet 
poasess the full account of how the foi^cry was detected. K is said that Fro£ Lepnua was stuUed 
by the extnuwdinary oonfirmatuw which TTranins gave thRmghout to his own system of Slgypdan 
chronology ; but we must say that the very first page ought to have been sufficient to open the 
eyes of Greek scholai-s. We there read ^ot' e/iijf lUav, ' according to my idea." This is an expres- 
sion never used, e.\cept in modem pliilosophical parlance. It may be found in Descartes and 
Locke; but we doubt whether Ftcf.DmdoifwiU find this expression in any Greek author. Wlien 

* I venture to express an opiniou that it would have been hut courtcouii to the Head Keeper of the Slauu- 
seriptt indie K^tish Maieoin* bad tha writer of tUi^ .irticlc proceeded to that IJbraiy, ce eommuuicittid 
wttli 55ir Frederic M.iddcn, ere he niadp an observation which i» Hr>1-le to unpleasant interprclatiua. Public 
journ.\ls, however, have full right to form their own views ; and well it i« so, as oftentimes such remark.? cud in 
die eluctd«(i«B «f die trvUi. Ai stated bi a pieosdhig page, ifteea yean natx, I wu denounced in tlie 
R-rapnim, a htcr-iry journal widely cirrtilntrd nil over Germany, as an impn^tr.r m\<\ " maitufactun r of a BilUo- 
tfieca Melaneluhontana." It gave mc no annoyance, more than the payment ot 4/. 1 1». tW. lor a translation of the 
STtide, the chief poinU of wUch I have given. 
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the MS. was again examined by Prof. Ehrcnberg, he discovprcd, by means of hi<! powerful micro- 
scope, that, wherever the whting of the so-called palimpsest was crossed by the modcra writing, 
the ink of t]ie old letten OTedaid the ink of the mora recent worlts. This tettled the contioTC wy. 

Athejtivum, Fehrwry 23, 1850. 

^ The learned men of Berlin have been overreached. Excetis of ingenuity has made them 
cfednloufl ; imd. §ome of the fint persocK ia Gennan liteiatuie ban been made the dupes of on 
impoetwe m tnuvdlom aa any whklb th« histwjr of liteiaiy fofgery has to ahow. These gentkmen 
seem to have eatdainied with Wordsworth : 

< O ye who i»adeiitlf explore 
The wreck of Herculaaecn lore. 

What rapture, c«ald you sci«s 
Some Thcban fragment, or unroll 
Ouc precious, tender-hearted scroll 

Of pore SimooidM 1* 

And Simouides came, opened Ids scroll, and cheated the PunditL He professed to be able to solte 
all myfterifs, and removr all liistoiical doubts. The louf^ controversy on Eiivptiiiii cliroiiolo]L;y was 
at last to end. He produced a work, lately discovered in the East, containing the whole history of 
Egypt, written by a mm irfio had aocefl^ not only to the irhole wodL of Hanetho, but to dio aaond 
teoords in the templea of Memphis and Heliopolia. The first ebunteal acholars of Qemany adopted 
the story ; and Prof. Dindorf has published pnrt of the srrnll of - puro Simonides,' urnlr r thf title 
of ' Uranii Alexandrini de Kcgibus ^Egyptiorum Libri Tres ; Operis ex Codicc Palimpsesto cdendi 
l^pccimina proposuit Gulielmus Dindorfus, 1856.' The palimpsest consists of Kventy-one leaves, 
each page conftdnhy two oolnmns : so diat the whole wmk would eompriae 884 columns. It is 
written, we learn from Prof. Dirnloif, in uncial letters. After the original writing had been 
effaced, the parchment a]ij>cai i (I lu have beon m<^(\ aijain, by a writer of about the twelfth century, 
for copjiug four works of greater interest than tiie History of Urauius. Specimens of these works 
•re given by Fkof. INndoif in the Preface. The first is Aitfyvn* *lM9^tm «fe t4 ^topnynw tmp ^/ot 
Mmacaffaitav, a work of Flavius Josephus, commonly known us Ei« tow MaKKaffaiovi Xotw. The second 
givo<5 a history of tho Virgin if .ay. and tlic discovery of hor sacred sown. The third is a work of 
the Emperor C'onstantine, collected from various iiistories, giving an account of the picture of our 
Lord, which was sent ircHn Edesta to Cotistsntinople. This was published before, by Fkanciscns 
Combeiisius, in * Originum Rcrumque Constantinopolitanarum Hanipulo' (Pftiis, 1^4}. The 
fonrth gives a history of St, .Toliu the Bnpti>t. and Hie disrovery of bis head. 

•* These four works, as Prof. Dindorf says, are easy to read on the st roll of Simouides, while 
the effiiced text of Uraniua offers great difflculty, and requires the application of the strongest 
chemical means to make it legible. 

" The most important point was, of course, who i.-; T'ranius? On this I'mf. Dindorf gives us 
the fullest information. Stephiwus Byzautinus quotes U rani us, and colls him u^toviOTOi aviip, and 
the author of a work tin. the history of Arabia. But the forger was not content with so vague a 
referene& Another discovery was made : a manascript giving an account of homonymous writers 
and jwets, and, among the rest, a complete life of T'ranius, the author of the History of Arabia and 
of the History of Egypt. Prof. Dindorf gives several extracts from this second scroll. Eirst of 
aU there was a life of Nonnns, the poet of the Dionysiacs. Hts age had been unknown hidierto ; 
but he is here called « oontemponury <£ Constantiiie the Great; and his death is pkMsed in the 
fourteenth } ear of Theodosins, 392 a.d. Several works of Xonnus are mentioned, equally unknown, 
fxom previous authorities, donnas is called the sou of Pleonippas ; and Pro£ Dindorf remarks : 



Digitized by Google 



ANTIQUARIAN AND LllEliAllY FORGERIES. 



136a 



"Notncn su>^p( rliiiii, <|uum nulla alia nomina com vlUav cnmpoata reperiuntiir. Sinule «tI>eonip]n 
nomcii, Mitliridatis legati, quod trmirn i|isnm qimqtip nniiis testis firlo iiititiir, \fpmnonis apud 
I'hotium Bibl. p. 237.' After this Noiiuus, two other writers of the same name are mentioned. 
Now this work, lUpl ofuavvfiatv TroiTiTuv xal avrtpw^tnv^ ootttMiis oIn the life of oar Unoiue. He win 
wa Alexandrian, His father was called Anaximenei, hb mother KallikratiiL Hit date is not 
accurately Icnown ; but it is said that lir was a pupil of rhn sippin of Alt xaiiflria. The following 
titles of his works are mentioned : Three books on the Kings of Egypt ; three books on the Priests 
of Egypt ; two booka of the Egyptian priests on Laws ; six books on the Habitations of the 
Egyptians ; two books on Ethiopiaii AiclMBoIogy % five booica on the Histoiy of Aiabia ; two booka 
on the Kings of Ethiopia; three books on the History of the Rulers < f 1 il v i four books on the 
Archaeology of I.ycia ; two books on the Kings of Caii:i , four bouks lalkd Periodus Egypti. 
Other writers of the name of Urauius are afterwaids mentioned ; but tlieir works are of less interest. 
The ingentrify wbidi could foige such a aeries is manrelloua. 

The pretended work of Uranios it the History of the Kings of Eg]rpt> in three books, aTid is 
dedirntc'fl to Drimat-lai?. Tliis latter, !i<? we U'aiii fdi' i1r' first time, was a writer of <rrrat rrlr-brity. 
His tiuiier wsis Xcnocles, who wote ten books on Roman history; and JJeimaehus himself, besides 
being a great patron of literature, is mentioned as die anthor of a work on Egypt 

" After all this prdimtnaty Information, the wise men of Berlin approuclu 'l the text of Uraoius 
with hi^'h exprrtafions, mid nlmost n frr-lincr nf ^iw*"'- lion*, thfii, all the doubts which had occu- 
pied the thoughts of ChampoUiou, of Roselliui^ of Lepsius, and of Bunsen, were to be solved ; the 
aofhentieitjr of the lueroglypbical leoonjb was to be teated, and die knowledge of the most ancient 
history of Egypt to be recovered ! Manetho had risen from the gniTe ; or, if not Manedw himself, 
at least one who Iciu'w his work, and \y\\o \-i alilc to trivc a much more complete account cf the 
kings of Egypt than any of tlic chronogniphers on whom we had hitherto to rely. 

The scroll began with the first king, who is called Mesracbamia, the son of Noachmis. He 
reigned 138, that la, about 43 years, becaoae, as UtaniuB informs ns, the Egyptian year consisted 
only of four monttiS* Prof. Dindorf adds a learned note on ilesrachamis : ' Mcs=traiinus, Chanii 
filius, Noachi nepos. appellatur apud Euscbium, Chron. Can. 1, 20, p. 94, ed. Mcdiol. in excerptis 
ex Manethone (Mesraim apud 1 JS-X. Genes. 10, 8) ; generis -Egyptiaci auctor, a quo prima 
.l^yptionim dynastia manere credenda est' He is succeeded by his son Balchnaiis, who built a 
tcmpk to his father's memory, and reigned 40 years. After him we read of King Memphathanchis, 
who reigned 30 years ; of Arlimaiithos, who reigned .10 years ; Phaathes, 38 years ; Chncmacho- 
this, 23 years ; -3£gypthoris, 78 years, who gave his name to the country of Egypt and to the river ; 
Amfin ^^4i fl> tiiij^ 80 years, — he built die Temple of Ammon at Memphis, and was poisoaed by 
his wife. 

*' This is all Prof. Dindoi-f fjives us of the first book of hi? wonderful scroll. The second 
book begins with Mcnes. He had been brought up in Libya, and delivers Egypt from the rule of 
the Arabs. He erected temples to his predecessors, and appointed prieata and sacrifices to their 
memory. Here, then, the Berlin sages bad the explanation of the so-called dynasties of the gods 
previous to Menes. They were real kings, whose liistory Urauius gives in ^rni detail in the first 
book, and thry were dcifir d hy Menes. ilenes reigned 189 years, and was killed by a hippopota- 
mus. Tins we knew already from the Syncellus. He is SBGoeeded by his son Atodus, who reigned 
173 years, and was killed by his brother, Atothts the Second. This Atothis the S(?cond succeeds 
to the throne, and reigns 66 years. lie is the author of a work on ^frdirin, . Then follow 
Kenchenes, 93 years : T^uincphrfliiN 1?C years; Usaphaenephis, 60 years; Nicbachcs; Scmempsis, 
54 years; Ubiennethis, 10» years; Pliemphosochochir, 54 years. He is killed by Buehouophis, 
who tdgna 80 years, and is succeeded by his son Boetbos. Under hhn there was a great lebelUoii, 
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but the earth opened near Buba«tu8, nnd swallowed n\) tlic rebels. This brin?9 us to tlic beiErin- 
uing of what is called by the Syucelius, the second dyuaaty. Buetbos reigns 106 yean* ; his 
muxeaawt Choos, only 80, being killed by Im brather Kaeodioa. It ivm known from Aftkamia 
that under Kaeochu8« or Xaeochot, the worship of the bull Apil had been introduced into 
Memphis. Of this occurrence Uranius gives the roost interesting account. Kaeochos, he writes, 
led an army against the town of the Thalamuzaei, in Arabia. He divided his army into thirty-six 
regiiaent*, appointed a gcncml for eecbi and gave to each general a kind of atendafd, con- 
nsting of the pictoie of an animal fixed on a javelin. This javelin was carried by the general 
AVTien the town was taken three wenerals had been killr d : Apis of Htliopolis, Mnephis of 
Memphis, and Mendes. Their signs had been the bull, the young bull, and the goat ; and when 
the Idng tetnnied TictociouB, tbeae three anunale were wordiipped a« gods and received heneefiutb 
the names of the generals, Apis, Mnephis, and Mcndcs, who had been killed in battle when 
fighting for their colours. Uranius adds, that ihc Eiiyptiatis considcn-rl these siens or standards as 
the givers of victory, and that afterwards they changed the ideas of their gods into the nature of 
animals. 

" We need not ahow any ftaitlier &e great importance of this new scroll— bad it only been 

genuine. But we are sorr^- to add, for TTrauiu=;, for Pruf. Dindorf. and for all Eg^yptolo<^ists, that 
the manuscript is a forgery, — one of the most successful ever known among the Ameeniiatet 
Liimnm, Thenameof Simomdes is known to many collectors of mannscripts in England. He was 
in England last year, and, though notioee had been pnbliahed in foreign papers to wain the puUic 
against his forgeries, it is said that be was successful in disposing of several Greek manuscripts in 
this country, which he pretended to hare diseovered in a monastery of Mount Athns. If some of 
these manuscripts should turn out to be forgeries, those who bought them may now console 
diemeelTes! Sinumide* went back (o Germany. He presented the palimpsest of Uranius to the 
Aeademj of Beriin. The Members of the Academy appointed a commission to report on the 
genuineness of this manuwript ; and with the assiistnnce of some of the first chemists of the day, the 
Academy, comprising men like Bekker, Boekli, Leptsius, Meineke, Uaupt, and Pertz, declared that 
the manuscript was gennine, and petitioned the King of Fmsna to buy it at a very high price. 
Prof. Lepsius ad\nnced 2,U00 thalers to Simonide^ in order to secure the manuscript for the 
Academy, and Trof. Dimlorf, who has perhaps seen more Greek manuscripts than any ficholar 
living, was so eager to bring this wonderful discovery before the world, that he had a i»pecimea of 
it printed without delay. His pamphlet will become a scarce book, for it was hardly poblidied 
when Prof. Lepsius arrived at Leipzig with a policeman to arrest Simonides on the Ist of 
February. Prof. Lepsius, delightetl at first by the complete confirmation which Urauius pave to 
his qretem of Egyptian chronology, found at last that the coincidences between Uranius and the 
writings of Bunsen and himsdf were of too startling a nature. The BerUn Academy bad to 
xeoonahler its veidict. Simonidee awaits Us trial: "fttiS. Dindorf recalls his pamphlet; and the 
Berlin Academy will go into mourning during Lent" 

Athenccuin, Marcit 1, 1856. 

"The excitement among scholars and explorers caused by the tricks of Constantine Simonides 
ia not likely to die away. Collectors are taming over their treasures, and librarians are looking 
bade wistfully to thdr recent acquisitiooa. Oxford, vra liear, has escaped wilJiout a aerall ; but 
we have reason to fiear that other cities have been less cautious or less fmrtonate. The British 
Huseum bought some of the Simonides scrolls. Sir Thomas Phillipps was a purchaser. 
Simonides presented himself at the Bodleian, with some genuine MS$. : his plan being to produce 
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genuine artidei fint, and aftemards, as he found opportunity, to bring out his other wares, 
r.aying down ftnmc rp.il Greek MSS. he asked the hbrarian to what era they belonfjcd ? ' The 
tenth, or eleventh centuries,' said the scholar. Simouides took heart, and produced what he mid 
wai a Toy uuaent MS. *Aiid 'wfuA oentury,' he ««ked, *do joa dunk it belongs tot' 0«tr 
libmiaa looked qaielly in die feiga's free, and answered, *M. Sim e inidea, I ehonld anjr U bdoogs 
to the latter half of tlie nineteenth centnry.' Siinonides gathered up hi!? scrolls — and quitted 
Oxford by uii early train. Prof. Uindorf, we believe, wished the University of Oxford to buy the 
Palimi»est of Uranius, offering to edit the work in case they made the purchase. But Oxford 
declined tite * Pure Stmonidee and now that other leained pimdite ave grieving over their kwe* 
and their oednlity, the Oxoniana hare tome HtOe right to be proud «f tiieir eeholanhip and 
aagadty." 



The remarks in the A thenic'/f/i of March T.drew fortli from Sir Frederic Madden 
a letter, which ajjpeared in that Journal in the Iblluwiug week, it*j piuport being 
very much the same as in the subjoined communication fi:x>m that gentleman : 

S. Lekih Sovhbbt, Esq. 

British Unsetun, StS Apr., 1866. 

Dbab Sin, 

You probably remember my speaking to you on the subject of the prenuned fingeriei 

of the Greek named Simouides, several months previous to liis rfcent nttpmpt to impose on the 
Members of the Academy at Berlin. You then expressed great interest in the subject ; and, in 
compliance with joax widh, I now willingly fiunidi you inth an account of my own dealittga witii 
this pefwmage, who has ktdy obtained n much notoriety. 

As long ago as November 185^?, there appeared in the Affjnwtiii' Ziu'fnnq a lonp; and curious 
letter from Dr. Mordtmann (Consul from the ilanse Towns at Constantinople), giving a narrative 
of the extnordinary proceedings of Simouides at Atben* and Coaatantinople, previona to hit 
arrival in England, and the repeated detection and expoanre of hia fraudulent attempta to imitate 
ancient fJieek manuscripts, and produce them as genuine relics of antiquity. An abstract of this 
narrative appeared in the Alhenfrum of Felirnnry last, which excited much attention, not only from 
the interest always taken in literary forgeries (particularly if successful), but also from the assertion 
made, that when Simouides was in England, in spite of the repeated warnings addreased to all 
" public libraries," he had succeeded in disposing of '* many of his manuscripts." The writer 
thinks it almost incredible that *' snch impudent frands; ronld have bwii suce^sful ;" yet, after this 
opinion, he proceeds to say, " The British Museum is said to possess thirty manuscripts of Simouides, 
These may possibly be genuine, yet they would require a new and carefhl examination." Of 
course, this hint was sufficient for many " good-natiued" persons to assert, at once, that upwards 
of thirty forgetl Greek MSS. had been pnrebused fruin Sinionides for the Museum; and this 
rumour acquired additional strength from a paragraph in the tXihe^xtcum of the 1st March last 
(copied into the QvariSm and elsewhere), the writer of which positively (but falsely) asserts that 
" the British Museum bought some of the Simouides scrolls ;" and then, after shewing that the 
librnrian of the Bodleian had not been deceived, he concludes that " the Oxoniaua have soone 
little right to be proud of their scholarship and sagacity" on the occasion. 

Li reply to this partial and (as I think) injuiimu statement, I have only to give a plain 
unvarnished narrative of fiwta, and leave the unprgudieed adbolar to dnw his own oonchision. 

8*2 
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In February iS53 (niuc months before the publication of Dr. Mordtmann's letter J, I first saw 
Sinmiidea, ■who was introdaoed to me by the Iwte BIr. William Baickhsid Barker (Oriental 
latecprater st Che Foreigii Ofiee), fin the purpoae of ^spoaing of aome ** andent Gmk auna- 

s^rripts" ill his pn^'sps'sion. These MSS. were phscpcl hrfon* me; and, firom A ncmoraodiim ^VlitteD 
shortly afterwards, I am able to state their contents, as follows : — 

1. The Poems of Uesiod, written on very narrow thin scrolls of vellum, in capital letters, aud 
in the ioiuinpheilM maimer, ^c, alternately ixom left to right and from tl^bt to left. 

2. Portions of Homer, on a similar tettSL, written, in dttnctera ao anudl aa not to be tead 
except through a magnifying glass. 

3. A treatiiie of Arlsteas, on several small thin vellum scrolls, written also in extremely minute 
characters, and dated a.m. 6404 » a.c. 896. On my mprening my doubta iStat any perxm ^maH 
be able to dccipht i tliis wdik. Simontdee inrtantly produced a fair tianacript of it, on paper, made 
hij hinmlf: and I at oaoe became convinced that the transcriber was also the writer of the 
pretended original. 

4. Some vdlnm leaves, of a quarto size, containing a work in (he Peisepolitan arrow-headed 

character, accompanied by an interlincary interpretation in Phcenician! At tliu cud was an 
in<;rription in On ck capital letters, -^tatiiiL; iIr' coutenti to GOnuat of the Chrooidee of the 
Babylonians, copied from the library at Alexandria. 

6. A small scroll, on tellttm, on whidt were written serenil lines of Egyptian lueroglyphics, 
with an interpretation in Greek. 

f!. Thrci- Kills, of hir^m- si/f and stmitpr vellum, in a larger character, purporting to be 
Imperial Rescripts of tlic Emperors Komauus and Theodorus (no), signed with cinnabar and gold, 
and with a miniatniB at the head of eadi. 

The wfade ol tlie above, after a brief bnt very careful (and, to mysdf^ quite oonchuive) 
examination, I unhesitatingly rf jected as mndem forgcrieo. Tnrlrrrl, the pnlpahlr fraud displayed 
on some of them did not require any e.xtraordinary exertion of " scholarship" or "sagacity" to be 
at once detected. As Simouides spoke no language but the Romaic, and in a very quick and 
volnble manner, Mr. Barker acted throoghont as the interpreter ; and on his informing the Greek 
that I did not think the manuscripts were genuine, his features exhibited no change whatever, nor 
did he attempt nny sort of explanation. This impassive or astute character of the man was put to 
a btrouger trial ; for, before he left me, he applied for a ticket of admission to the Heading Room, 
and on my asking Hbc, Barker if he would give tiie nsnal leoommendation leqidred on such an 
occasion, he at once refused, — adding, in plain English, that he believed $im<Nudes " to be a great 
scoundrel." This was ntterf»d to his farr, without causing the slif^htost emotion on the part of 
the Greek; yet I had subsequently reason to believe that Simonides knew sufficient English to 
understand what was said ! Having returned the " scrolls'* to him, I then inquired if he had any 
other Greek manuscripts in 9<ibimes, similar to a fiue Greek Psalter of the eleventh century, whidl 
chanced to lif on my table. Tie rr[)liecl in the afTirmati\,f ; and on the fnllowinpj day he asjaio 
(accompanied by .Mr. barker) called on me, with several genuine Greek biblical and other manu- 
scripts, on vellum, but mostly imperfect. They consisted of— 

1. The Four Gospels, wanting the oommcnccmcnt of Matthew, of tlie xiiith century ; 4to. 

2. The Epistles of Paul, Tuitifs and Peter, imperfect, xiiith century j 4tO. 

3. The Gospel of John, very neatly written, xiiith century ; 12mo. 

4. A Homily of Johannes Damascenns, with the Chrouographia of Nicepboms, Patriardi of 
Constantinople, together in a volume, xith century; 4to. 

5 A ( jVnrrruphical Treatise, t oni piled from Stiabo, AxriBa» Ptolemy, and others, with, three 
rude Maps, of the xvth century; large 4to. 
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0. Four leaves, fragmente «f the Epiitle of Jamea, with a CommeiitBiy, and of a Lectioiuny, 

xiiith century ; 4to. 

7 The Comnieutary of Tbcophylact, Archbishop of Bulgaria,on the Gospels, xivth century ; foL 
Tbe sam agreed Co be given for the above waa £46; and thej were potdiased aeooidingljr, on 

my rccoinmeudation, on the 12th of March, 1853. 

Thcsn MSS. nre now numbered from 19,380 to 19,392 iuclusivc. amont; (lie Ailditional 
Manu^cnpt», and can be seen by ail who feel auy cariosity respecting them, or are capable of 
giviog an opinion as to tbeir genninenett. 

Some months after this transaction Simonidee 1^ LoDdxm, and sulisnjuontly proceeded to 
Oxflnil. an(i called at the Bodleian Library; when, in con-iequenoe of his doin;^ so. one of the 
librarians (both of whom, 1 am happy to say, I regard as personal friends of many years standing), 
ivTote to me, to make inquiries about the Greek, as he had promieed to repeat his visit." At that 
time, I have every reason to believe, Simonidcs had not offered any of his **sen>llK*to the Bodleian 
Library; and in my reply I ga\'c so ii'idisi^tiised an O|)iuio!i of their character, that, on the next 
visit of Simonides to Oxford, the librarian was quite prepared to receive him, and fore-warned 
of tlie anqaaimi natore of the mamuoripte he might prodace. It ia needleae to add, he did not 
soooeed in adling Us forgeries to the Uoivenitf. Two montha after tbia ^ December) I lecmved 
a note from ^Ir. Macray (of Sir Robert Taylor's IiKtitTition at Oxford), caUi^^■ my attention to Dr. 
Mordtmann's letter, and expressing a hope that his statement, as to some of Simonides' forgeries 
having been purchased for tbe Museum, was incorrect. I replied, of course, denying the assertion ; 
and ahortly afterwaida a brief notice was inserted by Mr. lAieray in the Gxfiivd Jtwmalt alluding 
to the fraudulent practises of Simonides, but adding that he had been unsuccessful in his attempts, 
both at the British Museum and at the Bodleian library. Here ended my dealings with this 
crafty Greek, and I never saw him bat oucc subscqueutly, and then ouly for a few minutes, 
in 1854, he called on me to offer for aale a paper M$, of the sixteendi century, eontaimng Gredc 
HoniiItes» bnt which I dediaed to purdiase. 

I lemain, dear Sir, youia very truly, 

F. MADDEN. 

I bave very great pleasure in beiiig permitted to print tbis veiy interestiDg and 
highly satisfiustory letter from the accomplished Keeper of the MSS. in the Bvitiah 
Mueeiim. His thorough knowledge of the early Greek Language enabled bim at 

onee tn (It tect the foigeries of the impostor Simonides. 

The subject I have thus opened, of Antiquarian and Literary Forgeries, might 
have been very appropriately fbllrATcd up by a few ]);iLros on the Forgeries of Pic- 
tures, and other Exain])h s of tlie l-'ine Arts, bpurious Raphaels and so-callpd 
Titiaus are common eriougli even in London. Tf Vandyck, instead of dying at the 
age of forty-one, had lived to the age of Titian, tlie duiation of his life would have 
been insufficient to haye enabled him to have completed one half of the Portraits 
attributed to his paid]. A dealer in a large way is said to have adTntised as 
receiving from the Ckntinent "Vaadycks once a week, and tKtians once a fort- 
night.'*' There w^s oner a nianufiu:toiy at Lambeth for pictures, sent forth as the 
genuine productions of the peculiarly characteristic pencil of Morland ! 
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ANTIQUABIAN AND LITERABT FOBGEBIES. 



The wholesale man ul'ac lure not only of copies of the old MaHt(»r«, palmed off upon 
the unwary as genuine, but also ot the productions oi" modern artists, dead and 
living, is ft matter wdQ known, and too much eaoouraged. It ia all veiy weU fat 
ihoae who oome forward, witti the pieteneion of deddmg, "aye"* or "no,** as to the 
geunmeness of ao oil water-colour picture to boast of their knowledge and to 
talk of their m&Uibili^ of judgment To become acquainted with the conflicting 
opinions of the LeMoed in Art in such in.it ters. the inquirer has only to peruse the 
numerous brochures that have been p\iblishe<i during the last few years with respect 
to thft coiitt iits of ouit National Gallery. Can we therefore wonder at the Ama- 
teur or Patron of Art being deceived, when the most distinguished Artists are too 
often imable to detect a fraud ? 

I cannot conclude these observations without regretting my inability to enter 
upon a subject which justly daims the right of being thoroughly inTestigated. 



Since the above was m type, I have received the subjoined letter firom Sir Thomas 
Phillipps on the subject of the Simonides H8S.: 

Dear Sib, 

It it not pleaaant to adcnowledge oandves deceived; bnt if I thought I had been, I 

would say so. T still tliink the Homer and the Hesiod genuine, notwithstandiii!? tlie powerful 
opinion of Sir Krrderick Madden to the contrary. I bought gome of i\\c eviJcnthi for|;c<l MSS. tO 
shew the extraordinary difference between them and the Hesiod and Uomcr. The rawuew, if I 
may so express mysd^ the odf^evideat modem writing of the forged MSS., as compared with these 
twoit ovijht, I think, to eonTinee any one, that both wore not written by the same persoa ; and the 
other evidences of age and long use in the rolls of IIoiult and TIesiod rlcarly exempt them, in my 
opinioo, from the imputation of forgery. When wc know from Ccdrcnus, in the eleventh century, 
that the Biad, written on the gut-ddn of a seipeat, was Am p ro a c r ve d in the library at Constaati- 
nople, we cannot to the finrn of this US. of mine. The got of a hoa oMUtritAor cut lon|^> 
tudinally would, I believe, form sucli a skin as that tipnn which my TTonu r and Tfe^^iod arc written. 
When we know that MSS. were most anciently written in rolls, we have no right to doubt the 
antiquity of the Homer and Hesiod on that ground. When we know that Boustropbedon was 
used on Etrusean vases, we hare no riglit to presume that it was never written on pardunent, 
merely because we have never before seen either volume or roll so written. 

I should have preferred not malciirif any remarks on these rolls tmtil Simonides had eonfessed 
tiie truth respecting their discovery, because now, on seeing my arguments, he may probably adopt 
them, and penist in their genuineness. His late imprisonment gave me a hope of obtaining that 
eonf('s<>ion ; but since he has been liberated without making it, I must take the chance of his doing 
so. I wish the Prua^inn Literati would bring over their ^ISS. of Ilt rmaa and Uranitis, in order to 
compare them with my Homer and Hesiod. it the writing and other circumstances of all arc 
alike, then I will ooniess I have been deceived. 

I am, dear Sir, your obedient servant, 

T. PHILUPPS. 

Aihcnstum, June 1856. 



Digitized by Google 



PATER NOSTER. 



EXEBCmUM SUPER FATES KOSTER. 
Block-Book of Tbn Lmtks ok EiteftA-rBD 'Pkm.^SmaU RU^, 

The oiilv co])y kuowu of the above-mentioned wmk is in the Imperial Library 
at Fm ia, and wa^ obtained from the collection of M. Jo^pii Ennens. It had escaped 
the reBearoheB of Banm Hemeeken and others, being deeoribed, for iJie firat time, by 
Santauder*, whose aoooimt of it reappeared, word for word, in the I^euer Liiffranseher 
Anaeiger for 1807. For this infonnadon we are indebted to M. Guichard, whose 
detailed descriptionf of the work enables ua to atate that it oondste of ten leaves 
printed on <nio side: each leaf haa a wood-engraving, accompanied with a brief 
desci-iptive text^ the whole being taken off (most probably by Motion) in brown ink 
or distemper. 

As iui Exercise or Paraphrase upon the Lord ^s Prayer, the mode adopted by the 
author was one well calculated for iustiuction ; and is another example of the 
numerous pubUcadona that were at that period issued, not only for children, but for 
the Time^ii<<fttr4Ml 4? 1< wiw b in eeneral. 

It is in the fonn of an Imtbrlitsb ve Duloqite^ an inatnictive style of writing 
▼ery popular during the fifteenth century, not only on the Continmt* but in this 
coimtr}' ; many works of that character having issued from the presaea of Wynkyn 
de Worde and other of our earliest Printers. 

Tn tilt" Exf rniintn we have a monk, under tlio namr of '• Fraff^r," desiTY^us to be 
tan.nlit of an an^el, ■■() ratio," the daily use of the Lord s Prayer. In each of the 
pages tkiiiju two iigures appear, the portion of the prayer referred to being on the 
top, followed by its explanatory text; each exercise comprising four long lines. 
1'auk 

I. "JSxereieiii twper PtxUr natter.'* 

This design ia by way of prokgue. It repreaenta, on the left» a Convent, and 

on the right a Forest. The Monk is seated at the foot of a tree, saying, aa 
represented in aeroll above, "I>me doce ornw," to the Angel atanding bef<»re 
him, who answer% " Veni docebo te pater noster," 

II. ** Pater nosier qui e.s.** 

Christ, the Mmik, and the Angel kneeling before the throne of the Almighty. 



* IKctfamaam Biblkignplitqae, torn. iL, p. 4110, a. 6S. t BuUetin de Kbliophile^ IMO, p. 197. 
VOL. II. i 



■ iZB EXEBCITIUH SUPEB PATER XOSTER. 

Paob 

IIL "In celiif sanrtifirctnr nonu ». tuum." 

The Alniiglity surrounded by glorifying Angels. The Monk, the Angel, 
* Christ, aud the Church, under the symbol of a womau, kueehug. On the 
ri^t are the Holy Child and Maxj, the Litter holding a crcwn. 

IV. " Arfrrmat rerfnitm ti/ian." 

J;*urgatory is here rejjrt: -scnted. In the upper part are the wicked, surrounded 
by flames: below, are Jews, Pagans, etc.. in tlu: lake. On the left, the 
Monk and the Angel are kneeling before God. In the foreground is a lake, 
in which are many persons. 

V. "FioA voluntas tun s-imf in edo ct in term" 

In the upper part is God; below are the Monk aud the Angel kneeling:. On 
the left, the good Christian and an Angel. In the centre are two wicked 
men, with scroll, "Bucaia^ in bonis dies noting." In the foreground are 
Jews and Pagans. 

VI. " r'lnevi nostrum cotidianii da noi/is hodif." 

In the centre are three loaves of bread on a table, around which is repre- 
sented Charity and three other figures, the tmaaer robed as a Queen. In 
the fbreigroiuid, to the the Monk and the Angd kneeling; and on 
the right, a CkvaMer in Aill armour. 

VII. "Et dimitte nobis et debit n nostra -neut et nos" etc. 

Christ standing upon an altar, the blood gushing from his side into a basin, 
from which vaiious persons fill their cups. On the right are Chsrity and 
Fiety; and in the foreground the Honk and the Angd. 

VIII. "At 7}f nos itifh/fft.f in fempfrtcionf'." 

The Disobedie nt, Proud, Gluttonous, and Avaricious surround a table in the 
centre. Death is canning away the foremost. Above ia the Almighty; 
below, the Honk and the Angel kneeling. 

IX. "Sed libera nos a vialo" 

Here we hare Hell repres'cntecl. At tlie left is the Almighty, before whom 
are the Monk and tlie Angel; at the riL^ht. the supplications of the 
damned. In the foreground is the Disobedient Man in the power of the 
Devil 

X. "Am^n." 

We now behold Parailise. Nvhoreiu Christ, surrounded by Atif^^els, receives the 
blessed Above is God the i'ather; ' Fraier" the Monk, and "Oratio" the 
Angel, below. 
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Bubseqneiitly to the printing of the pages of this sheet, we have been favoured 

(through the liberality of the Proprietors of the " flhijitrated London News*") with 
the subjoined fac-simile of the design on the fifth leaf of the "Exebcitium super 

Pater Noster" described in tlie two preceding pages. 




* My attenlimi wm aecidrntdly dnwn to Uio fto-diiQe on meetiiig witli ■ mA, in toSo, intided " Om$ 

tf Wood- Engraring , f rum the lUmtrated London Newt, teilfi the Ilhtory of the Art, AiieienI itixl Mudrrn : 11;/ 
William ChaUo. London : W. LUtk, 198, Strand." It comprise* a repubUc«tion, in IM^, of the " Uittory of 
ti» Ortfim mi Progre$$ of Wttd-Bngrating^ whteli aiipaaraA in dnt nirrdloas wedttf prodvetion fimn ^ 
20th of April to the (>th of July 1H44. It is prccciled h_v a ideotion of ninety-three of the principal and nio-t 
intcrcttiug wood-engravingi that have been executed iai that FSetorial FubUcation iirom the period of ita e«ta- 
Uuhmcnt otttil that dm*. 

Hm work dio pnMal* « SMUoUbk iiuUiiM of tht littk injiny voodFUoeki of tiie jfutaX period nccitc 
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Our notice of the Block- Book 5 s taken from that given by M. Guichard from a 
copy in the Imperial Tiibrary at Paris, believed by him to l»e tlie only one known. 
Now the copy mentioued by Mr. Cliatto as "imujue," is stated by kiui to have 
"formerly belonged to the Oath«dial Church at Tuscany, but now in the public 
library at Mods.'* It k mnoh to be r^;retted that Santander, who has given, (vol ii 
pp. ^et seq.) a&r more detailed description of the dee^ns than either IL Guichard 
or ourselTOBy should not have stated from what copy he wrote his notice. Mr. CSiatto 
states that 8antander "has omitted to mention — for what reason we shall not 
venture to suppose — that, besides the explanation in Latin, at the top of each cut, 
there is also an explanation in Flemish at the bottom." Now M. Guichard states 
that the other series of wood-engravinj"^, reproi^enting ei,i::ht s^iinilnr designs (from 
whence he considers those in the edition described by him were copied), were accom- 
panied with manuscript illustrations of the text in Flemish as well as in I^atin ; the 
insmptions on the scrollfl in the designs being also in numnacriplviii both languages. 
Ooosequently, there must be some confiision in the notice of tiie wDrk» eith«r on the 
part of Mr. Ghatto^ or of M. Gnichard; a pomt which we cannot decide without 
personally examining the copies of each edition in the Imperial library at Paris. 
In the mean time, however, we observe, that we cannot agree with Santander, that 
the work (at !east this edition) "hears (he mnrhf of the highcH nntiquity" We are 
veiT much iiieliiied to ci:»nsider it to be of the same class of engraving (thou;^li much 
more carefully exccutrd) as the editions of the Apocalypfie, Bihlia Panpt-rum, and 
Speculum, of which we have given fac-sinnles, plates lxv*. lxviii. and lxxviii. 

from thf worlcing off of many thousand imprcetiont required for tl;at wrrlcly fnurnal. Tlu; imprr^sions .ire 
generally mo»t vouderfuUy clear and distinct, and are only surpassed by the proofs taken before the cats 
are iradced in the Paper. That wme Aonld occMinullj be blumdj and not diaplaj the merit ef the «eod> 
rni^r.-ivincs, is not to he wontl rrJ ^it, wliua wc coBndec Ae gnat i^pjditf iHtb wfaidi the ceptea an printad 
to supply tbe demand of its immense circulation. 

For Mr. Chatte** work, die Uocb, after having bid WTeral dranned impreaaiona taken from diem, her* 
been cleared, and aie forcible illnatratioiie of our obaerratioDe 21) reapeetiiig die Brhiiih Hwenia eopj of dM 
An Moriendi, 

I take tlna op por tui iity vi recording ay dmnka to Mr. Litde, who, on an introduction dnough my friend, 
Mr. Feier Comnni^uim, immediatdj fiiTDured me widi the loan of the wood-hloek fiir the purpo«> rrii]jl<jycdi 

S.LtufhS, 
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The copy in the Imperial Library at Paris is enriched with a further Paraphrase, 
in maaniBcript, occupying eleyen pages, apparently contemporary. It Unift doaee on 
the last page^ *'M^ieii tsg^osiUo •figwoHs tuptr oraHonem domtmecmP 

H. Koniog* appears to liave been somewhat inereduloos as to the ezistenoe of 

the Block-Book here described. Not regarding, very properly, the Ars Memorandi, 
the JSndkmt, or the Chironianiiay as the productions of Holland, he observes, "GTest 
pourquoi nmis n'en ferons Riicnne mention, et moins encore de L" Exercitium super 
Fater Noster, dont on n'a couser\ e ni jtarticularitt^s, ni preiivt s sii-ffisantes." 

It so luipjKjns, that in the Imperial Library there is an imperrect copy of another 
edition of the work, from which M. Gxiichard cousitlcrs the one so fully described by 
him to have been copied. MiMreoTer, the deaonptive texts are partinlly in the Dutch 
language; and he therdbre consfders the designs to have been executed in Holland. 
We giv^ however, his observations, little doobting that the volnme itself will, on 
examination (not merely 4^ the paper on which the impreawms are takm Oi^ but 
also of the designs), form an addition to those Block-Books we assign to Holland or 
the Low Countries. M. Guichard states, " La mSme bibliothkjue poss^de aussi un 
J^xercitinm super Pater Nosfer cn 8 pages ou 8 feuUlets, petit en folio; les fignros, 
jrravf^es sur bois, sont accomjmgru'es d une paraphrase mamiscriie en laiiyue Hollan- 
daisc; le volume est imparfait de la plancke 1" qui coutieut lo prologue, et da la 
planche 9" qui repr^seate I'eiifer; les figures sont colorees; la paraphrase, plus 
^tendue que cellc qui est imprim^ dans I'^didon Latine, se trouve au bas de chaque 
page, an, nombre de 10, 11« oa IS lignes; les testes des rmdeam sont Latmes ou 
Hdlandois^ ^galement manuserits; les figores sont du mtoie style que celles de 
I'^dition Latins mais plus grossi^res et moins om^s. Kouing n'a pas oompt^ I'Mition 
Latine au nombre des livres xylographiques d'origine Hollandoise ; cependant, s'il 
etoit permis de faire une conjecture, se Beroit en faveur de la Hollande, car les fipfures 
de 1 edition Latine ont ete cvidcmment copitkjs sur celles de I'^ditiou Hollandoise." 
M. Guichardf, while thus giving his opinion so impartially, observes also that the 
copy was obtained from M. Ermens. 

• Dissfrt.irioii Mir rorijjiiic i!c rimpriincrie, 8vo., Amst., 1810, p. ,^9. 

t I was not aware, unhl this she«t was at press, that the literary world has to lament the decease of 
v.. Marie Guicburd, wbow mnierou ind leumd artklM ni the StMt&t it ^UkfMh m jattlT- BMrit tlw 
attentioD of the biblugnpber. 



t2 
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HOBOLOOIUM, SBir PAS8IO CHRI8TI. GESKANICE. 

BiiOCK-BooK, OF SixTssH LfijLVSs oa ThibtX'Two £noka.v£o Paoss« — Ociam, 

Hbkb we have a little volume* containitig a series of twetLt^r-ttglit wood ^igrav- 
ings, which liave been worked by the ordinary printing press on both sides of the 
leaves — opisthographic. The designs differ much from th<^ in. the other Block- 
Books we htive hitherto enumerated. Here they more partienlarly illustrate the 
Life and Passion of Our Saviour, as w ill at once be seen in tlie followin;];' enumera- 
tion of the pages, on each of which is a woodcut, with bri^ descriptions beneath it. 

Pace 

I, recto. A Priest kneeling before an Altar, celebrating the Muss, the fore part 
of the body of CSirist appearing above the Tabenuude ; beneath which 
are six lines of text, oommenemg " IDit HOaSi DM InertluL" 

n. «voe»». The Infimt CSuist hoUUng a hammor to strfke the hoiixs upon a dodc 
himgiiig by him. Upon a soroll appears "Itlf tfee mnOl UopffiK.'- 
Below are denoted the hours of the night. 

iiL rec Christ seated at a table with seven of his Disdplee. Four lines of text 
beneath. 

IV. rev. Christ washing the feet of his Diadples. Three lines. 

V. rec. The Last fcsupper. Two lines. 

VI. rev. Christ in the Garden of Olives. Four lines. 
viL ree. The Jews about to take Ghriat. Three lines, 
vm. fw. Chiist before the High Priest Annas. Two lines* 

IX. ' ree. St. Peter dein3ring Christ Four Unes. 

X. rev. Christ before Caiphas. Three lines. 

XI. rec. Christ despised and insulted. Three lines. 

XII. rer. Christ before Pilate. Four hues, 
xiit. rec. Clii ist before Herod. Three lines. 

XIV. rev. Chiist saluted as King of the Jews. Three lines. 

XV. rec. The Infant Christ striking a clock ; beneath which is an inscription 

**l^sebttm\m-^ the homs of the day mdicated below. 

* 4 wgj of it it IB the FdUic libniy at BAmb«i:g. 
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zin. 


rev. The soourging of Ghrist 


Iliree lines. 


XVII. 


ree. Gliriat onwiied viih TiMniia. 


Three linea 


XTin. 




Three Unee. 


SIX. 


rec. Pilate washing bis hands. 


Four Hnes. 


XX. 


rev. Christ bearing the Gross. 


Three lines. 


XXT. 


ree. Chiist crucified. 


Two lines. 


XXll. 


rev. Christ reviled by the Jews. 


Four lines. 


XXITI. 


rec. St. John and the Virgin I^Iaiy at the foot of the Cross. 


Thi ee lines. 


XXIV. 


rev. Christ pierced in the side with a spear. 


Four lines. 


XXT. 


ree. Illie dMoeut of the Groes. 


Three lines. 


XXVI. 


rw. The holy 170111011 veef^ng for tbe deaUi of Ghriat 


Two lines. 


xxvn. 


ree. The Entombmeikt of Christ 


Two lines. 


xxvm. 


rev. The Vision of St. Franck. 


ISght linea 




rec. Eighteen lines of text. 




AAA. 


Tt ' , Xj 1^ 1 1 J 1 Itlit.r* \/i Ia7^v» 




XXXT. 


rec. Ei,<;htoen lines of text. 




XXXTI. 


rev. Eitrlitppii lines of text ; ending 






- cjiiuiueu utiD titrutte un aliet ausuctUicit^n sepent ^U)i^t;e 


mu' uu alku 






iti Oft 0tnn9l 



M. Guicliard observes that this volume, designated by M. Heller as an Horolo- 
ffium (Zeitglockieiu), was unknown to Panzer, though he mentions a work under 
that title as published at Ulm m 1493, from the press of Conrad Dinckmut; adding, 
however, that the edition of Dinckmut contains three separate treatises, of which he 
thii^ the Isst is an edition of that comprising the Moek-Book at Bamberg. M. 
Heller (^^eMs&teAto der Sole^neiddMnstt Bambet^, p. 379) has given an 
engraving of the first deedgn, of whieh, could we have bdieved it to be an accurate 
** facsimile,*' we would have had a copy taken. We reserve thm pleasure until we 
have the opportunity of personally Ma-miTiing the woik. 
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VITA CHRISTI, aa MEDITATIOMBS D£ NOVO TESTAMENTO. GERlfANICR 



1. 

II. 

in. 

IV. 
V. 

VI. 
Vll. 



BtocK'BooK OF Thibtt'TVo Leatbs OS Enobated PAOca. — SmtM. Octavo. 

This work consists of a Berie>. of sixtt-en desii^ns, cacli occupying; a page, and 
sixteen pages of iexi, ihe whole forming a 8mali volume of two gatheiiugs of sixteen 
leavM. The impireaMonfl have been worked off on one «nde only, ao that the text of 
each dedgn is oppodte to it; the deaigii bdng on the reverse and the text on the 
recto. 

Annexed is an euumeration of the designs, together with the first line of each 
page ci text^ which generally oonsiete of ^ther tm or eleven lines : 

£B4f 

zvn. fw. Tlie Entoimlaieiit 

XTiii. rte. Zu der complet tcit. 

SIX. rw. The Descent into HelL 

ZX. ne, O du kunig dcr en. 

Ui. rte. The Htsurrectioii. 

xxu. rec. Als du hcrr krcfft. 

XXIII. rev. Christ appearing to Mary. 

XXIV. fwc. O herr Jhesu als Ma. 

XXV. r«f. Christ appearing to Thomu. 

XXVI. rec. Ala du herr Jheau. 

XXVII. m. The Ascension, 
i xx^'IIl. rec. 0 liebcr herr ihenk 
1 XXIX. rev. The Peatecost. 
I zxx. rte. lieber hen du beat 

XXXI. rev. The Last Judgment. 

wxH. rec. O herr Ih'u cristc du. 



rceif. Gegruast pb tn InmL 
rtt>. The Visitation. 
ree. O knuigrn der hy. 

The Nati«ty. 
ree. Durch dein gepurt. 
rec. The Adoration of the Kings. 
▼III. rtc. Hcrr Ihesu xpe ich. 

IX. r«". Thr I'l c'spntation in the Temple. 

X. rec. Als du Ltrr nach. 

XI. fm>. The CircuniciKion. 

xn. rrr. Als Ju lu rr n;i<-li. 

XIII. rev. The Entry into Jerusalem. 

XIV. rte. O Almeditiger henr. 

XV. rev. The Last Supper. 

XVI. rec. Ewiger got« als. 



Our notice of this little Block-Book is taken from the description given of it by 
M. Marie Giiichard in the Bulletin de Bihliupliile for 1840, p. 128. wherein lie states* 
it to be luitirely unknot™. undcscTibeci by any bibliographer, and not mentitJiuMl 1)V 
nnv author; adding to his introductory ob-servatioris, "Chaqiie fpuillet est eutoure 
ti uu iilet d'eucadi'ement ; chaque page de lexte commence pai" une lettre capitale; 
les figures, deHm^ an ample trait et ean* hacihiiiei^ eont d'un style purement 
gotlilque; mains d^cates et moins om^s que ceUee de la BMia Pavperum, elles 



* " V'oici un livrc que je n gaide 
grupLc, aucun aulcur uc i°a cite." 



iaconiitt j je a* I'ai UauT^ dicrit p«x ancuiie biblio- 
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out oependant avec ces deraiiEres beauooap d'analogie dttns la diapoflitioD et les 
attitudes des panMrnnages." 

The foXhmg voodeuts* iriU serve as qieoimeiia of Uie rode manner in wliieh 

the designs and texts are executed. The one is the design of the Nativity, leaf t., 
and the other the text to the Entombm^t^ leaf xvii. 



"SI. Guichard closes his description of it by stating; that the only two copies 
known aro in tlie Iniin riiil Librar}'' at Paris; that one is complete, and that the 
other consists of only sixteen leaves of the text; that tlie former has the appearance 
of having been re-engraved, the impressions being in a perfect state, w hile the latter 
bears evident Ixaoes of the blocks having been mnch injured 1^ usef . 

* ThcM woodcuts ■» from fkeumiles made by Mr. "Ftm la 1817, at the BibliothA^iie Boyale ; Mr. Fom 
nodng thereoii i—f Copied icon m» ct the figures in « book containmg two ImTM, in which thon u« ozImb 

woodcuts in this rude style, with MtpllMliiaw m GatlMl like the above. They form a scries in iUuatrmtion of 
the life of Christ, and are in yof goad fnaemitioii. M. V. Fraet doei not know of another copj, and 
flomiden it as rery early. Paru. Fdk 10, 181T. H. F." The omitaion of thehorder romid die text of the page, 
indicates that they have not been executed with a view to publication as facsimiles in every detail. 

t " La quality dea ipreuves est fort difliSrente ; lors de I'impreMion de I'exemplaire en 82 feuillets, les 
flaodiea ^toient frakhea, nouTellement graT^ea et encore intactes ; tandis que les ^preuves de I'exemplaire de 
16 ieuilleta Immiimt roir des traces non doutenaea de fatigue, les filets d'cncadrement aont ceases ct baveux, 
beeaooap d'aceens ct de traits df'Iies ont <li<ipnru: rrttc d^t^^rioration, qui rcsulte du frequent usage des planches, 
indiqne que ce petit lirrc fut tire a un graud uombre d'exemplaires." It is seen that nearly forty ycar» have 
dapaed ainoe the two faesuniles firom thia work were mad* by Ur. Foaa, and that they were taken from the "two 
leaves on which are sixteen Woodcuts;" each leaf, wr presume, contains ciirht. It is theri-fore very evident, 
that, as one of the copies in the Imperial Library is perfect, formiog a small volume, and the other has only 
dzteen weodeola *'«aMt l»$ Jtfvm" the **tm hamf* mentioned by Ms. Feat hare not been aotieed bj 
M. Guidiard nt bebg in tbe Libraiy. 




Digitized by Google 



COIsFESSIONALE. 



PLATE LXZXI. 



CONFESSION ALE. GERMAMCE— ontii KIN BEICHTSPIEGEL NACH 

DEN ZEIIN GEBDEN, 

Block-Book or Eigut Leaves ob Sixtesm Paces. — Small Quarto. 

The only oopy of this exceedingly curious volume believed to be extant, of which 
Heinecken appears to lie igmorant, occurred for sale at the dispDsnl, in 1835, of the 
Hbrarv of Dr. Kloss at Frankfort, who, as stated in the sale calidogue, No. 4025, 
obtained it on the dispersion of the library of Stephen von Htenj^el, at Kani])erg, in 
1823. From the library of Dr. Kloss it passed into that of the Ilight lieverend 
Samuel Butler, D.D., Bishop of LuMeld, ^ whose sale it was purchased, togeiber 
witb, the rarer partion of his coUectbn of Books and IflAnuscripta, by Meanns. 
Payne and Foea, who in 1841 published a detailed catalogue oi the same for sale*; 
observing in the title, that the " Manuscripts and Autographs had been purchased 
by the nation for the British Museum." 

TliQ volume, as before stated, consists of sixteen leaves, and was ]>rf)bably executed 
about 1480 or 1490. Not having personallyf examined it, Ase must (?ontent ourselves 
with giving the descripti<Mi of it (as stated in oiu- note,) by Dr. Dibdiu in his 
liffminiscences, together with facsimiles of his facsimiles. 

The Reverend BibUographer, in giving a graphical account of the treasures m 
the libraiy he is describiqg, writes : I hasten only to this further motion of a 
production of about the same pwiod, and with all the air of wood-block printing ; 
but in &ct not so. It is a thin quarto vohime, intitled (kiitfmionaUt and printed 
throughout in the German language. The very first page of it preswite the follow- 
ing figure of Christ, of which the drapery in the background, running upon a brass 
pole with rings, is precisely in many instances in the modem fashion. 

* Th« Canftumufy wu ihen pwebaMd hf On late Buran tob Westreoen tui Tidkmdt, and ii aov in die 

libnry of the King of Holland at the Hague. 

t My father appears to hare taken no note of this Toluinc, and as I am unable to obtain an in^aotkui of 
it, I CUB only draw mj account of it ijom tlic description given by Dr. Dibdin in the second volaiDe of lui 
« JSMtrntMaiMiM," pp. & Zufh & 
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"The rererae (of the engraving, No. I., in the preceding page^ plaAe lxxxiv.) is 
blank. On the recto of the second leaf the text begins thus: 'Ich armer lundiger* 
etc. A full page has twenty lines. At the sixth hne we read thus: 'Sehe I for en 
Reichert Smacke vnd Taste, V7id durch bose neigug der IJoffer tkkeit Gyntikeit Hasz 
Zom.i Vnmmingkmt,' etc. On the reverse of the second leaf thei"e is another whole 
length, with the Dove to the left, and the Almighty to the rights holding the com- 
nutndmento to Hoses, who » kneeling to the right At the bottom of the opposite 
page, *Iku ander geb&tt,* Every page haB tiie word *geb^tX bottom. Oa the 
revene of liolio y., bong the *v^$t^ote! ia the text^"-^ in No. IL in the preceding 
plat& 

"The figure of Christ is repeated. live pages foUow. This little volnme is 

doubtless a great curiosity of its kind." 

Taking it for gi anted that the fac-siiuiie of the text, wiiich occurs iu the vohime 
in question, is faithful, it of itself jirovcs that the text nf the work could not ha\e 
been obtained iu any other way than from a solid block. Let our readeii* diaw a 
rule between each line of the texta, and they ivill find that it will pass through 
the ascending and deaoemding lettero of the two lineif^ which shews that it could not 
have been composed of moveable type, unless those letters had been what is tecbni- 
caify- termed "kemed," an invention of oompatatively modem date. In the same 
page in which the learned author gives his account of the ConfessioTuih , he com- 
mences it with his opinion that a copy of an edition of a Donatus, considei ed l)y 
the Right Reverend Proprietor to be a xyJoqraphirnl production, "was not so, but 
"decidedly metal." Now we are at a lo&s to conjecture, by the very off liand 
manner of his so stating his opinion, whether the learned Bibliographer meant to 
convey to his readers that the Donatwt and the Confeesionale were metaUographical 
and not xylogmphiiefd produetions; or whether he conndered them to be works 
printed with mmeaiU l^pe. If the latter waa his opinion, we do not hesitate to 
pronounce Dr. Dibdin to have been in error: if the former, we are £ree to eonfees, 
that, without having seen the volume, we are rather inclined to the opinion hitherto 
entertained, that the work was })riuted from wooden blocks. Whfithw; howevw, 
nieta11ogra])hical or xylographical, we think it justly deserves notice among the 
Block-Book8. 

It may be considered rather presumptuous in us even to differ, and much more 
so to dispute the opinion of one who for so many yeai» haa been considered the 
most learned Mbliographer of his day. The numerous works emanating firom the 
pen of Dr. DH)din received not only the patronage, but the pecuniary aid, of almost 
eveiy lover of books in this countiy. At one time. Dr. Dibdin had only to talk 
about writing a new work on Bibliography, and its announcement secured sub- 
scribers cut lUntum* . The , amusingly garrulous yet almost flippant style of hi» 
writing was something new to the bibliographical world; and the very beautiful 
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^gravings with wliich his various works are illustrated, charmed everybody. Their 
associations raised the price of rare books, and their publicity rendered service to 
the buoksellt rti. Had the learned Bibli(^apher, in our humble ()j)inion, devoted 
more time and more attention to his pursuit, nxu] hpon rontent to liave had liis 
name recorded as the author of fewer works, lie woiilii have fully merited the title 
of Tu£ Chief uf Enolisu BiiiUOGUAPHERS during the nineteenth century. 

As TCTnmiwwmeeB of those whom many of the praeni perixid oan onfy knovr 
by hearsay, the biUiographioal -worke of Dr. Sibdin are meet entertamin^ and 
biogrephieatty instruetiTe. Beyond occaMonal references to the JMUoiheea Bpen- • 
emana, and to his edition of Ame^ and fferbetfg Typographdeal AnU^uitiei 
Great Britain, we have not made ourselreB intimately acquainterl \snth their general 
contents. When we first commenced our pursuit on the Block-Books, we resolved 
to follow the ])lan adopted by Ileiuecken, describing cousecutivelv each edition of 
tite several works; then to obtain, where we could, an cxaniin ati'in t he booka, and 
to diijiend upon the ipse dixit of no bibliographer. We deteniuiied on pursuing 
this plan, because, in numerous instancy we found that one bibliographer had 
copied from anotlLert and apparently wished it to be assimied by his readws that 
the votIes themselVes irere then under his immediate inspecti<m; whiles in i9Mit»some 
of these -witten^ we beMer^ had never even seen a Bloek-BodL 

In respect to the labours of Dr. Dibdin; not having had the opportunity of 
examining the various editions of the Block-Books in the Public Libraries on the 
Continent, we unhesitatingly had recourse to his w(jrks to supply the information we 
required, fully expecting to lind an accurate account of such works as he described; 
but we soon discovered that his engraved illustratiouH were more to be depended 
upon than his text; for we regret to be obliged to add, that in scarcely any 
instance have we been able to depend upon his descriptions of the Blcek-Books. 
A8» however, the leamed BSidiogxapher has devoted only a few pogee* to those 
preeorsors of the Art of Printing; he may have considered them of fntnor vmportaiux 
when compared with the more perfect and wonderful productions of tyi)ography 
issued during the fifteenth century, works to which the attention of Dr. Dibdin was 
more particularly directed in his voluminous descripfcion of the wonderful contents 
of the £iBLioTH£OA Spencebiana. 

Though we hope to be able to visit the Public Librnries on the Continent, for the 
purpose of obtaining materials for au additional voliune to the present work, therein 
giving a description, accompanied by fac-similes, of the various copies of the Block- 
Books we may meet with, which have hitherto been unnoticed, or only partially 
described by us and other Bibliographers ; yet, as drcumstanoes may occur to prevent 

* JNiUiwfAMV i^mmwaro, tdL i, pp. i. to uii., aad oocaaMoally eiiewheie in Mae of hia otlicr work*. 

U 2 
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our so doing, we think we ought not to omit availing ouraelves of whatever informs* 
tion we can obtain reepeeting tbem fiom the voike of ofthen^ whidk we think inaj 
be depended on In point of aceimugr. 

Of all file depotLtorlee on the CSontineiil^ we believe thelibnucy of theGonvent at 

Wolfenbuttel to be the most rich in exaanfim d the earliest efforts of the xylo- 
graphic art. The Block-Books therein are numerous, and the eoUeetion of aing^e 
sheets of devotional and other subjects is the most extensive known. It seems to 
us a most extraordinary circumstance, that Dr. Dibdin, though he must have known, 
from the frequent mention of the Libraiy at Wolfenbuttel in the work of Baron 
Heinecken, of the treasures it contained, should not liave viBited that place, it bemg 
one of the moafe Important Ibr the iUuaferatlon of his Bibliographical Tour fbrough 
Qermany. BieA the Berexend Author done ao, he might not have lefb us in the 
aame state of ^oranoe as he has d<me with reqwot to fiie !IMock-Boc^ m tKe 
Public Library of Laiulshiit, of ivhidi he merely writes*, ''There were at least ten 
copies of the early Block-Books, of which the Ars Mmwrandt a,nd the AnU-Chriii 
(with extracts inserted in the latter from the B. S.)* appesied to be the more andent 
and inter^ting," 

Next to the FubHe Library at Wolfenbuttel, that at Munich takes rank in 
importance, in respect to the xylographic treasures it contains. In the absence of 
personal examination, we must oontwt ourselTes with the following brief notices of 
two Block-Bo<^ unique copies of whieh oocor in that libmay. The fiisb woric is 
thus described in -voL uL, p. S84, eta, of the B^ioffn^i^iieal Tour, 

"The Apostlbb^ Cmsin. In Gtennan. Only seven leaves, bat pasted together, so 
that the work is an opistograpMcalf production. This is a very nure^ and, indeed, 
unique volume, and utterly unknown to bibliographers. I have obtained a fac-similc 
of one of the cuts representing the lie .surreciion, which will give you a pretty correct 
notion of the style of art. Each cut is about the same size, and there are twelve in 
the whuie. There is no text but the barbaious letters introduced at the bottom of 
the cat; and the oady Latin line whioh I obaerre^ is over the first cot-^the Almighty 
in Hie act of creating the world, mm» o^pAa «t o/ On the fly-leaf of this 
extraordinary performance is the fiiUowing manuscript memorandum, ^Daf^oiim 
deo. V. W. 1471;' but this seems to be beneath a list of tracts, supposed to have 
been originally in the volume, of which none but the Apostles' Greed remains. It 
may be even doubted whether this list had any reference to the present work." 

The wood-engraving on the oppo.site page is a fac-sinide of tliat given by Dr. 
Dibdin, as alluded to in the description of the work, forming in this volume, plate 

LXXXV. 

* Bibliograpliical Tour, vol. iii, p. 3^5. 

t Th« cureiuiutanM ^dte Imvc* being pMtod togiBdMr,n eoibmiarj iHtli Bliock-Boofai,gK're dievtA 

the app'iirnnce of being ophtographir. To be fo in reality it >!iould hare a dflrisn pmUei OB bodl ddci,* 
circumsUucc of great rarity in the earlier stage of the art of wood-engraving. 
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THE UPB OF 8T. MEINBAT. 



" The Life of St. Meinrat. In German*. In a series of woodcut representations. 
Thia Saint was murdered by two men, whose Ciiristiau names were Peter and 
Ridund, and wlio wetb alirajB alfcenrards hamited by a couple of erom. lliere la 
a OermaB introduetioai of tivo pages, preceding the eat& Theae cuta axe finty-eigbt 
in number. At the thirtieth ont the Saiiit ia miizdeved, ttie 
ing the leading eveota of hia life. The thirty-firat cut Tepreaenta the muxderera 
running amfcj, an angel being above them. In the thirty-second cut, the flight 
continues to be pursiied. The thirty-third cutf {as annexed) thus exhibits them, 
the German being as follows: 'Hie furt man die mord' v6 danne tin tctl schleisse vn 
rc'/ern die rappen volget alle zit kin nnch un .strc/ict sy.' Here they bring the 
murderersi, iu order to drag them upon the hurdle to execution, and to break them 
upon the wheel The crows follow and peck them. 



• This U the second work alluded to at p. 148, ante. 

t The cn^Bving is a fac-Buoilc of that given by Dr. Dibdiu ia his BibUoyrophical Tour, vol. iii. p. S8d. 
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^tn. the lUiiy-finiiitli ctat, Peter and Biduud are tied a&d dragged at'&e heels 
of a horse. In the thirtrjr-fifth thej Are faroken upon the wheel 

"It is not necessBjy to puisne this horriMe stoiy, onty that the two following 
cuts represent these mnrderers burnt upon the wheel, and their ashes thrown into 

the river. The text then goes on -with the histoid olthe Saint after his resurrection, 
to the forty-eighth aud last cut. Then thirteen pages, on the twelfth of which the 
8aint reappears with a chib in his hand, and a crow on each side of the glory round 
his head. Here are also the Virgin aud Infant. This latter pait is very coarsely 
execute Such m the account uf this very singular performance, from which I leave 
you to derive what amusement you may. It may at least serve to shew that the 
Modk-Book subject is not yet exhausted.'* 

The precedhig may be conddered a rery ihir description of the book> tboogh 
Dr. Dibdin leaves us in perfect jgnminoe as to the sise of the engraved pages! We 
take it for granted the designs are of the same dimensions as the one engraved; so 
that unless more than one design occupied a page, the whole forms a volume of fifty 
pages, of forty-eight designs, and two of text, of an octavo form, as stated by Dr. 
Falkenstoin, whose fac-simile, at p. 46 of his work* appears to us to be more 
carefully executed than that from which ours is copied. 

Dr. Falkenstein closes his account of the Jjt/e of St. Meinrat with the following 
interesting observations: 

"Intimately connected with this Memorial of the Press is one of tlw oldest and 
most celebrated engravingfli, on copper, by tiie unlcnown Master with the monogram 
E. S., and date of 1466. It is the 'CngtlMe |n Cbttftteln' (^arM» No. 35>« with 
the inscription. 

Tills iff the Angpl-Conifecrattiyn. 

"The plitte in question was probably engravetl by a Swiss Artist, in remembrance 
of a I'ilgiiiuage to tin; ^ronastery of Einsiedeln, in the Cauton of Schwytz, after 
Rome, and St. James of Compostella, the most famous of the ResorUs lor Pilgrims, 
whoee fesliva], '(fie Engelweihc/ was solemnized in the year 1466, as is invariably 
the case whm 'the Elevation of the Gross' fiills on a Sunday. Before the Holy 
Virgin Imeel a man and a woman in the dress of Pilgrims, probably the Artist and 
his Wife. A second representation, in a nnaller size^ wherein the two Pilgrims 
and other accessory figures are omitted, leads to the coi^jecture that the Monastic 
Dignitaries bespoke this second plate in order to present impressions therefrom to 
pious pilgrims; as, for the same purpose, they also had cut in wood the above- 
mentioned Legend of Saint Meinrad, the Founder of their Church." « 

* Getcliidite der BuehruckcrkiiiHt, «le.. Ton Dr. (SaA FnakcBMeiB. 4to. L^at, 1840. 
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Having gleaned firnn tiie laboun of Dr. Dibdm all inlbnaialioii prmkm^j 
unknown to ii8, we, witii mneh jAeasiu^ tarn to the work of Dr. Falkenateln, fixim 
wMeh we not only eztnict the deeoriptions ol Bdveral unique eopies of Bkxtk- 

Books liitlierto xiiKlestTi^ied in any hiUiographical work, but we avail ourselves of 
the opportunity of making copies of some of the fac-aimiles from those volumeSi, 
feeling satisfied, that, with the exception of the fac-similes* in his work from the 
Apocalypse, Bildia Faupertm, and the Vhiromantia, they are to be depended upon 
as accurate. 

Dr. Dibdin oommences his notices of the various Block-Books in the Public 
Idbraxy at Hnnicht with a deecrqition of a small, unique volume^ which is undoubt- 
edly of the greatest interest as it contains a series of wood-engravings ilhistrating 
the Lm and Passioh of Chbist, exeented in that peculiar "dotted'* style exhibited 
in the early wood-engravings whioh are found pasted inside the covers of the 
Mazarine Bible formerly in the possession of 'Mr. Nicol, Librarian and Bookseller to 
King George TTT. These wood-engravings will be noticed bv \is wlien alluding to 
the tiinuerous single sheets of similar prints which were cirouhited to ;i great extent 
all over Genn.'iny l>efore and after tht; Iiiveutiou of Printing. The descriptions, 
however, which accompanied the seiies of Prints alluded to, are, for the most part, 
on the reverses <tf the engmiVings, and printed with «mmxiU type ; consequently tiie 
volume should not have been numerated among the Kook-Books. The same 
observation equally appties to the well-known traot of the ''Exhobtatioh aoainbt 
TBS Turks," etc., which is in the type of Pfister, and bears, at the dose of the first 
page, the date hcccclv.; a date wliich M. Bemhard satisfiMtorily proved, fay chrono- 
logical facts, should have been 1472. 

The " HoKOLOGiiTM Beat.'f Mari.*," being only alluded to by the same author at 
p. 133 iu the Bulletin for the same year, as having been in the possession of V«iro- 
nique Ludroni, the mother of Juleu Ct;sar Scahgei-, it must remain a matter of doubt 
whefliw sodi a work ever vB^s/e/L We do not denr^ howevor, to entor into a 
diseasaion as to the veradty itf authorsi, and we therefore simply reoocd the state- 
ment of the ease as given by If. Goichard: 

"Voici ee que rapporte Joseph Scaliger sur cet ouvrage: Veronique Ludroni, 
m^re de Jules Cesar Scaliger, poss^oit un Horologium Beatce Mariat, appel6 vul- 
gairement Horce Matutina;, de fonnat oblong, imprim^ sur vt^in, non pas avec des 
caractferes mobiles joints ensemble, conune cela se pratique aujoind'hui, mais avec 
des planches de bois gravees (piigtllis liyruis invLsts iinpressum): les caracteivs 
^taient semblables k I'ecriture cursive des AUemands et des Hollandois, de borle que 
ccjui qui n'auroit pas examine les pages de ce livre avec attention n'anrait pu 

* Thow f«c>!iiintlcE arc really unworthy of a place in a work so laboriously, hut, wc fear, too hastiljj got up, 
■a the leuned Bibliographer states that his whole labours were completed in a twclTcmonth ! 
t Btbliognpliiciil uul Antiquaiwii Tour, toL iii. p. STB. 
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di8tin*jin'i' si r(>uvra<r(> avoit e'te inipriiuu ou ^crit k la main. Ce volume ('toit diuis 
uiio reiieure eu bois gamie de soie et ornde de coins et de fenjioii-H eix argeut dor^; 
daos I'intdrieiv de la rffieure, oa meat creua^ dans V4jpeSfmem du boia, uo comparte- 
ment rond, oottveai d'un verxe tranHparent et oil i'on voyoit trois figuiineB en 
argeot: ]e Ghiiflt, lal^crge Marie et Saint Jean rEvangeliste: plus bas, non loin dee 
pieds du Christ, line main de ^nune avoit ecrit les mots, Veronica di Ludrotte deUa 
Svala. Ce livre, (^ue conaervoit encore Jnles C^sar Scaliger 36 ans aprbs la mort de 
Veroniqne Ltidroni, fAt dochir^ par line chieTine de chasse: L^'fenement, dit .Trjse{)li, 
qui ail'ecta fort mou pen;, car il tcnoit hcaucoup k cat iloroLogiumt qu'il regardoit 
COiumc une dcs premiferes prtKiuctious de l art de rimprimerie. 

"On sait que J. C. Scaliger, fils de Benolt Bardoni, peintre eu miuiatuie et g^- 
graphe, it Padoue, pr^tendait avoir des droits but la principaut^ de V^rone, en 
quality de descendant de la noble maieon de la Scala: oette folie ridieule fsA anan 
celle de Joseph: on pourrait alors eoup^onner que FSori^Cffmn Beata Maria de 
Vdrooiqae liudroni de la Scala est une des nombreuses ilftblea inventlee par Jnlee 
C^sar et Bon fils pour legitimer ieur pretensions premiferes. 

"L'cxTstence de VTrorolnfjirm, que personne n'a jamais vu, est trbs-probl^matique, 
et je st'iais fort teiite de dire, avec Gabriel Naiide, 'Que res Heures ayant cst(? 
deschiieeti par uiic levrettc aupaiavaul que peisoune les ait peu voir, il y a bieu de 
I'apparence de croire qu'eUes n'ont jamais este (jue dans Timaginatiou de JiUesC^sar 
Scaliger, qui ne nous donne asses souvent que sa senle relation pour preuves de 
beanooap dluatoues et renocmtres^ et de celles prindpalement qm rsgardent hiy, 
sea ancealms ou ea prindpaut^" 

More remarkable facts than that related by Julee Ct^sar alij^er have occurred 
in respect to the loss of a valued relic by the canine species! We are not so much 
inclined to ridicule the account of tli(« (Jcstnietion of the ' ITorologium" as M. Oui- 
chard. To the sceptical man ail such relation of accidents generally appeal's 
fabulous ! 

M. Guichard* makes mention of Conrad de UfFenbach hanng in his possession a 
block, on whidh. are cut thirteen lines of text (in Oerman) from the first chapter of 
the Book of Genesia Itisin8ma]14to., and probaUjfonaedone<tf thepageaof a 
Block-Book. The dianuster is oursiTO, and thus oommoiceB^ 

" Ct)umi unnD mit ^ebbgel. Has auff er" 

and end^ 

**tMBU Cag mm 0ott spnul) We." 

* Bulletin dc Bibliophile, rarit, 1840, p. 847. 
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Block Book of Eioht L>a.tes.— &Mafi Oetiuo. 

br availing onxfletves of the laibofun of Dr. Falkemrteiii, to wopgij the defteifliidea 
that must haxc otherwise occurred, consequent on our not viaitiiig the Public and 
Private Libraries on the Continent, we take this opportunity of recording the 
following remarkable fact. The learned bibliographer states, in his preface, that his 
work was commenced, printed, and published, within the space of one year! its 
object being " to help glorify the printers' jubilee* by a festal gift analogous to the 
Art that came into operation." The first of the works whoUy unknown to us is the 
foUowing: 

'SU^ MaiUMtm* (Eight lU^gueriea). Ibis Bmall zylographic Woxl^ 
unknown to all BiUiogFaphexs umI Oomuttseeun^ oonjaistB of eig^t leavei^ five and a 
half inches high and four inches wide, each of which contains a pictorial representa- 
tion, as well as a description, respecting the figures, of several lines^ in continuous 
High-German rhymes. The contents are akin to that, in the later middle ages, so 
much liked allegorical satire, the ' Nnrrenschif (Shij) of Fools), both in thought and 
expression. The series of representations contaiiis: 1, the Go-between; 2, the Liar; 
3, the Cheat; 4, the Counterfeit Goldsmith; 5, the Cheating Merchant; 6, the 
GhnrdL-xobber; 7, the CSheating Ropemaker; 8, the Blankamith selling iron for steeL 
The oontittiioiia tetxt^ in rhjme on eaoh leaf above the picture, fills four lines in 
^ates 1 to ^ 6 and 7; and five lines m 5 and 8. TbB woodoati^ not vrithoat artistic 
skill in mere outline without any shading, are printed with the rubber in a light 
brown colour, similar to sepia; but are not pasted togethesr at the back, like so 
many workn of the same sort. 

" The only copy hitherto known, drawn irota the dust of a South German monastic 
library, is in the possession of the intelligent bookseller, T. O. Weigel, iu Leipzig, 
who, upon his scarcdy-made acquisition, with noble disinterestedness sent me the 
present oonununioatl(m« with the words: 'Not a single xylographio work, with text 
in the High-German dialect, is known to me; and as this small work, as well in 
catt paper, brown inl^ as in age of language and Ita whole type, ahows its great 
antiquity, it appears to me the more interesting as confirming the dains of Germany 
to the earliest execution of the Art of Wood-cutting, and as drawing our views from 
the Lower Rhine for the cradle of the Art, towards Suabia, Bavaria and Franconia.' 
" The annexed fac-simiie is taken from the first leaf of the series." 

* Til* edalntiatt of theFoutli Joibiilm of flw Dmatun of Frintaig. 
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With all due deferanee to the opinion <tf 80 intdligfint a man as K Weigd, we 
hope to be aUe to perwmalfy eutnine this re1&^ ere we -venture to jdn issue with 

him as to its being one of the earliest gpi clmens of wood-engraving issued in 
Geimanv. It is to be regretted that Dr. Falkenstein did not favour us with the 
nature of the wateivmark on the paper used fat it. 



PASSIO CHBISTI. 

Dr. Falkenstein (p. 57) briefly notices, that, in theUnivendtyldbraEy at Heidel- 
berg (bound up as pp. 141-151, of "German MSS. ccccxxxtiii ") is a copy of "IDas 
LcUtcn CUtiStl," consisting of seventeen xylographic leaves, which contain Holy 
Scenes, chiefly from the Passion of Christ, with textual fimjedrmktm (imprinte<l) 
desci iptiouii. From this it is not clear whether the text is intermixed, as is the case 
with the Apocalyjtse, or distiiuNi. The account is very unsatisfeetory. 

x8 
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THE DANCE OF DEATH. 
PLATE LXXXVI. N& L 
B&OCK-BOOK OF TintI(TT-SK?XH LSATSS Oft Ekosavbd FAon^AMffiUw. 

«<THB*Dotni!Daiif|iiiftliBiiim, dsjie vnii niitDart ftlmi bon allm irtatni imr iDcttt* 
— ^Dancd of Death, wih Figuree» Complaint Kod Answer indeed of all CflaBses m tiie 

World. 

" This, in the middle ages, and especially in Germany, so fikvonrite repreaentatiim 
of Death in varied sliapcs, under whicli the skeleton is jilwayH wncealod, dancing 
with human beings of all degrees and a-^es, and leading them to the ;zrave, rests 
upon the fundamental idea of Church doctrine, that Death with its terrors is as 
unavoidable as Hell and its Devil, unless the Cross interpose as Mediator. Thence 
the dazzling difference from that eerene view of the aaoieaat 6reekfl» to typify the 
«id of earthly things by a Psjrdie (buttorfly) bm'sting from a dixy ealia^ or by a Genius 
stnlEmgatonBh. 

" The delight was to represent Death with grinnin-^ skidl, hourglass, and srnhe; 
in the most rugged contranety to all tlie lildom of lifi^ Dominion and Heroism, 
Riches and Youtli, Female Beauty and Courtesy. 

"This highly reniarkaltle xylogjaphic raemoT-ial, of wliicli tlie HeidelberLj Lilii ary 
possesses the most complete copy, entirely wood i ut, and the Munich Court Library 
a copy, with text in manuscript, contains twenty-seven leaves in small folio. The 
'TodtefUang' (Dance of Death) in the Royal library at Mmiidi {Xylogr. 39) contains 
twenty-six iUuminated woodeuta. The first and last^ representing the Preacher, are 
in use somewhat lugw than the other twoLty-fonr picture^ which priniaxily have 
continuous numbers, thereby to determine the order in which they are fitted to the 
verses. For that these woodcuts were made for the text, and not the text for the 
pictiirc«i, is apparent jjartly from lioth fii^nires of the Preaclier at beginning and end, 
which, in a- simple ti^-ureil Dance of Death, would be superflnous, and without 
purpose; and paitly from tlie circumstance that the transcriber 1ms h'ft one side of 
each leaf blank, for figures to be added; of wliich not a trace is found, neither in 
the second Munich* nor in the manuscript pointed out by Fr. Adelimg in the *Fort- 
gesedsten Na^/rieM «on dm SeidMeryiMhen Maimuenpfm in der VaHctmischen 
BiUwth^* p. 317. {Conimued Aee<rtmt the Beid^iery Manuger^ in ^ Vaiiean 
Liirary, p. 317.) 

"As the text, given entire In B. J. Docen, in the 'yt-nen Literariscfuin Anzeiffer,' 
{New Literary Announcer,) 1806, No. 22, \\\\ 3 IS and .^9f), was prinHpally caused bv 
the well-known Ba.sle Dance of Death (according to tnidition, painted about the 
yeai- 1439, to commemorate the plague which then raged): .-,0 may also these wood- 
cuts, if not immediately from the originals, have been finished from a dim remem- 
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brance of tlioin Tlie drawing is extrcnicly rude, an<^l sliew!*, as well as the technic.il 
execution, a siigtit ly-practised artist. The printing ink is more .£^ay ihnn black, a*j 
in most of the xylographic memorials. In the Munich copy, on the first plate, is 
delineated the Pope, seated, with a book in liis left and a staff in his right hand. 
Death sitting by his side bloving a bagpipe. Dengn 33 presents a child in the 
cradle, strrtoiiing out both aims as Death approaches. In the Hdddbacg copy, on 
the contrary, Death, wrapped in a mantle, with hood drawn oveV bis skuU, seizes a 
child in fiill bloom by the riirlit liand, and kads it away, as the aooompanjing fac^ 
simile shews." No. I. in our plate lxxzvi. is a copy of it. 
" In the Munich copy Death says : 

' l^rnut I)er. Hu mtis|t U tan^en Um 

CCIaiu alirr lad), id) finr tiirli nffrn, 
l^ttcst &u Hen Uutten m nnn mmxH 
est ))iaf out) ittt an nitiex stuiUi.' 

The child: 

' 0 tot ttcbt ntnttEr mcfti, 

mit toOt mi vaUf) alssa brrlan 

JtStm mtu($ ii^ tan^, unB fcann nitfjit jtac 

"In tiie Munich copy the addresses and answers are eat off from the angle 
leaves of the ftr ruder Dance of Death; bat the design^ each <^ which is bovdered, 
are pasted erery two and two, dose under each other, on a folio leaf; and, indeed, 

always on the reverse of the leaves of which the firont page contains a manuscript 
description : this text being identical with that found in ibur other Miini«h manu- 
scripts, the interesting memorial of xyloc^raphic printing; and a manuscript at 
Heidelberg, the two Basle Dances of r)eath, etc. 

"The series of persons led forth to the Dauco is the followiniz, in whicli the 
orthography of the Uonioii original is preserved: 'Sobgt (Pope), Cljdisct (Emperor), 
HiSgmfn (Empress), C))unigb (King), CartM, Pattianf), eof^isam (Arehbishop), 
HXtCfOf (Duke), Pfectwtt (Bishop), Ml (Count), flUt (Abbot), IRtttnr (Knight), 9in<8t 
(Lawyer), ttiitfirr (Master of the Choir), SXtc^tr (Fhysidan), Cttlmni (Nobleman), 
CftfltoriTj (Lady), CfjlOfitfTfrato fXun), tintiftnan (Merchant), Cbodb (Cook), pellBr (Beg- 
gar), patorr (Peasant), Has Ctjlrid (the Child), fUmtzx (Mother).' 

" As a si)eciincn of the text, the first explanatory Strophe may find a place here. 
Death, in the iirst cut, addrpsst s tlie Pope: 

' l^f r bobist nirtrkt uCf inrpncr patobm ton. 
ir siillrt Uomori) springen srtion. 
if Dorftt lifpus Di'spntsiirn. 
IDcc ton Uul m\) Hen tAxij {jofprnu' 
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" In intimate connexion with the work of the Dance of Death, are the woodcatB 
found at Munich in the inside of the covers of a German Manuscript of the Dance of 
Death (of the middle of the fifteenth century), which, every two and two on one 
leaf, represent Death aa he preaches to Poi>e, Emperor, King, Duke, etc. Friend 
Death, indeed, is represented with flesh and musclett, but with a Bkuil, and 
alirajB aadrdod by a snake, which, ia hiBong at the victim. In the ftnrt picture he 
la blowing the bagpipes before the Pope^ and preaehing to Emperors, Kings, and 
Pxinoee; in the neooind he Beizes a child in the cradle^ and caxriea off a nun. The 
last plate exhibits a figiu« on a cathedra, bending forward; imder hun, two and 
twenty akulk^ having oa the aevraal insignia of papal, imperial, ducal, and episcopal 
dignities. 

"A fac-'^imilr of those two leaves on which are represented Death, encircled by 
the snake, buu<iiiig to the child Iving in tlie eradle and carrying off a nun, Dibdin 
has givtiu in his Bibliogr.,Antiq., and Pict. Tour, iii. 279. Another will be found in 
Catalogm de la BiHwthique de M, Leber, Vm, 1839, t. L p. S09. But^ in how fkr 
the repiesGntstkni in the Mimich copy diffsrs from die Hddelb«i|;; is shewn in the 
fiM»-fnnule; for the oonunnnication d whiidi we have to thsnk the kindness <^ Privy- 
Chief-Finan<»-Goundllor Sotzman, in Berlin. At top is to be read the speech of 
Death, and underneath that of tlu* CThild. 

"Tlie idea of the Dance of Deatli is very ancient, and loses itself in the earliest 
century of the German middle age. Already in 'Vridnnk,' verse 2.52, occurs an 
allui^ion thereto, where is said: 'God haa done well when he forbade man to know 
hia death beforehand; for if this were the case, the Dance vNould win only a small 
troop^' The oiiguisl tezt^ acoordmg to WiUuun Ozamm's edition, p. 175, runs thus: 

B80 ntnnait xotx^ nn wsm tot t 

Hit tni gdomuK Ucte fd^.* 

"This old German ' Spruchgedicht' ^em of proverbial sentences), it is known, 
was written prior to the year 1250." 

Dr. Dibdin appears to have been ignorant of the existence of the edition with 
block-text in the Heidelberg Library. Pronious to noticing tlie 131ock-Books at 
Munich, he states: "I must make you acquainted with a set of very old and 
barbarous prints, or wood-cuts, whidi X found thrust into a Gennan MS. of the 
Ikmee cf Death/ snd which are meant to be an illustration of that subject The 
present impression on my mind is, that these cats are indisputabfy the ddest of 
their kind extant The MS. may be as old as the middle of the fifteenth century.** 
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PLATE LXZXYI. Ko. U. 
Buxnc-BooK of Twelve LiATn. — iSknalf Iblm. 

" The ' JFabcl ugin tiiankm Ifltoen— Fable of the Sick Lion. 

" This hitherto almost unknown work consists of twelve leaves in folio, written or 
printed* cm both ndfia^ vith niiie voodcatB of the whole rise of the JM without 
title-page. These nine a^logrqihie j^eturee are zqneeeataUoiie taken from the 
Fable<iircle of Beynard the Pox. The text itaelf ia parlfy wiitt^i on the blank 
ridee of the cuts, and partly on inserted Icavc-s, and is likewise divided into nine 
sections or subjects. It is printed in Jacob Grimm's ' Ertn|)art iFtut)S' (Reynard the 
Fox), Berlin, Revmer, 1834, 8vo., pp. .3.32 .342. Only the third woodcut, smaller than 
the rest, has ou the right, close to it, sixteen lines of xyiographic text, filled with 
the Wolf b Complaint The sentence-labels, in the pictures, have German inscrip- 
tions. The only hiUierto kno\vn copy of these woodcut impressions is in the posses- 
sion of the Heiddbeig Library, bound i:^ in the lOsoeUaneona Codex on TsUum, 
ooocaacxym. (of the fifteoith century), from leal 151 to 163. The text of this Hanu- 
seript. in tihe High-German dialecti ▼aiiee, as xeepeoto arthogn^y, consideraMy 
from tliat of Grimm, of whidi the language approaches nearer the Low^German. In 
the Heidelbeig Codex, ocxci., leaf 100a reads thus: 

' Cin Irti ut rinfr seuriini (arr 
Jlnfi ijat grlf gni mamgm tag 
DfS ruffll rr fur stri) )}aUi 
iD(£ tpn: au5 lumi ZiMii' 

" As of this scarce memorial of printing no representation as yet is to be found 
in any bibliographical work, the accompanying fac-simile (see our copy of the fac- 
simile, plate Lzxxvi., No. n.) may not prove imweleom^ in onler to affind, at leaa^ 
anideaof the character of the whole. ThelQngof Beasbai, fyinginbed, says: 

IDocnfte bett nub flfSifiljKilft 

^Ir^mnoU tju liesir stut 

The Wolf answers : 

ghinelD<rmj)|irUhiata»)Kr not'" 

* Di. FAlkcniMin doM not give ft very clear account «f thi* ▼diuw^ ac to iu illiutratiTc test. He tUtes 
that dw work v m ig am twdve iMTM/'wriMMor frmUi" on hoUh ■MM.cwrtMwing nine designs, the ninth having 
■izMai Uoei of xjfh gn g Mo tot; bat Iw doei not itite witat the cdiet time l ei m a caataia. 
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Block-Book ot Tbs Lvatib.— OcAmo. 

"The 'Ztin £att fur lite unjieltntfir lent— Tun Commaadiueuta for Unlearned 
Folks. 

" Ten leaves printed only on one side, to paste together, every two and two, on 
the opposite Uanka^ bo that a oompletd copy counts four doable leaves, havmg hi 
firont and back Bni{^e ones, CSommandmeats are ^hlematicallj lepresented 
in figure^ e, g, T-jurineag by an Ass; next Loogesn mts a Monk gbing afaeolutiaD to 

a peasant. To each of them one side of a leaf is devoted; so that a complete work 
has also ten woodcuts. It is remarkable that the Commandment, ' thou shalt not 
commit adulter}',' dnc? not occupy the sixth but the seventh place. No other text 
than that emanating from the tigures is extant. 

"The only copy of this edition hitherto known it» pie»erved in the University 
Library at Heidelberg. The size of this xylographic product, within double-chase 
Iuie% of whidi tilie outer is thicks than the inner, is seven Indies ten lines in height, 
and five mches eight lines in breadth. 

"Another edition, which Yon Ajretm discovered in the monastery of Tegemsee^ 
and very slightly described in his 'Beitriige* (Contributions), 1, ii. 69, consists of six 
leaves printed on both sides, marked with numbers I. to X., and the text printed in, 
\vit h representations how the Devil seeks to mislead men into transgression of the 
Commandments, 

"The first leaf contains tlie follownfr lep^ends; 

IDtr geboten 

The Devil says: 

' ma& twittt goman siiiaSlni 
Io0 tutm tnontte unli iifitiftn.' 
"This edition seems totally diflliLnt from that at Heidelberg, and to have been 
united in one tract with the 'funf ^imi' (Five Senses) and the '^tehtn CoUSunlira' 

(iS<^'\ eii Deadly Sins), mentioned also by Von Ai-etin elsewhere. To the ^-eatest 
rcurret of tlu! letinuMl \\ (aid, thiti jewel lias t/)taUy vani.slied ; and at ilunich, where 
all the other xylogiaphic books discovered in the Bavatian cloimerti are caieiully 
preserved, no trace of it can now be found. 
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PLATE LXXZVZ". 

The publication in 1855, by M. Weigel, at Leipsic, of a work by M. John 
Geffcken* on the early pictorial illustration of the Decalogue, enables us to add this 
additioittl l«af <tf text, and a plate repTesentiiig in fiKHrimile the JlrH and tenth 
designs of the Block-Book deeenbed in the preceding page from the wofk of 
Dr. Falkenstein. It is of small qnarto^ not octavo farm as there stated. 

M. QeScken appears to have left no source of information nn&thomed for the 
iUustawtton of the subject d las research. We lami^ that our almost entire 
ignorance of the German lanj^uajfe ob1ic:ed us to have recoiirsr to ati interpreter, as 
fre(iucntly on such occasions some important observations of the author get misun- 
derstood. 

Of the Block-Book, " Die zehn Gebote," the very learned author sLates, p. 50; 
"The copy of which fsM^similes are given exists in the Heidelberg Library, and is 
supposed to be unique. It consists of ten leaves, printed only on one side» for 
pasting together every two on the opposite blank sides; so ^that the whole forms 
fbur double and two single leaves, of wMeh one is at the beginning and the other at 
the end. The cuts are coloured. Costume and drawing are considerably ancient. 
The former (costume) is Burguudian, (see) the murderer in No. 5, and the thief in 
No. 6. The wood-cutter had probably a Lower Rhenish original. As to the time 
in which these woodcuts fall, as well as of the country or place where cut, I dare 
not pronounce a certain judgment. Almost one might make a guejis at the Lower 
EMne. The crosnng of the t occui's often in printing of the Low Countries. These 
woodcuts might be reckoned among those which preceded the invwtion of printing; 
but on the other mde it is certain tihat letter^printen and letter-painters continued 
their trade after the diacoveiy. The TaiUe of 1481, by the Hunidi letter-printer, 
Hans Schawr, is an example." 

"We are not incUned to believe that the series of wood-engravings here described 
were executed at so early a period as Geffcken secujs to consider, though his 
opinion is certainly quahlied by observing that the wiKnl-cutters of such productions 
continued their labours long after the invention of printing. The " Table of 14S1," 

• "Der rSitil. rc;Ui'c!<ii.nms flfs funf/flintrn .Tnhrlnnnti-Tls \ir,<\ <lir cat< ^lli^ti^c^J^:■ll Haup--tikl<i' in (li<--(rZ. it 
bia •of Luther, mitjjcthcilt uud crlautcrt von Jouakkes Geffckek, Doctor der Thculogic iittii riulosopluL- uti4 
Fk«diger su St Miehwl ia H«ttbai^. I. Di* teha Gebote, with U BOdttiidii iiaeh CocL Hddelb. 43di." 

(I'he I'icforiit Citrfliisin of the Fifteenth Century, and the Chief Artid. nf that Tunc, until Luther. 
Communicated and expounded bj John Geffcken, &c, &o.) Lnpsig, T. O. Weigel, 4to. 

At the dm* ^ dw wwrk are wdl-«Meii(«d fic-niuQes «f tho tci^ designs fonuing th« Blodc-Book, togather 
with two Qthcn from the eeries of diwriage, whkb, irith iiiinuMiripl deteriptiotw, an beuad vp in die uae 
volume. 

A^OL. II. X* 
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that he mentions, ia the " Confessinnale," a broadside in the po«^ession of M. Weigel. 
It boars on it the name of the eui^^raver or the printer, "Ham iSchawr, 1481." 

M. Geftcken considers the design of the engiavings of the " Der Zehn Gvhotc" to 
be Flemisli, axkd the oostume Buiigpmdian, noticing also tbat the^SnaZ letter t in the 
text has tbat peculiar upright mark to the cross usoally found in Butch type. We 
notice that the armour of the soldiers in the tenth (the final) deaign, bearo a 
raaoarkaJble resemblanoe to that comitaatty occurring in several editldns of the 
AjiornJyjine. To illustrate this &ct« the reader k referred to plates viii, and ix. in 
m\v first volume. Here we have a most gratifying instance of the applicability of 
our fac-siinilcs, as without thoRo, in the plates rcfeiTcd to, mir obscn'ations 
respecting the similarity of tlie armour could uot ha\ e bL(;ii ocularly demonstrated 
to our readers without their having reference to a copy of the Apoccdj/pse Block- 
Book, a w<Mrk not at all times of eai^ access. 

At p. 163 we have noticed, on the authority of Dr. Talkenstein, a broadside of 
the Ten Cmnmaadments, ooiundering it to be of earlj date. We nov leam from 
the vork of M. GeflBoken that it is not so, as it bears the name of "Sana W«j^d 
JFormschneider in Numherg f who, aooording to the information given by M. Sots- 
man, was a printer and wood'eograTer. He published a large work on Gostum^ 
and died in 1590! 

M. Geffckeii notices iu his Ajipendix, \\ 1, tliat, ' ill the Deidelberg Codex, folios 
1426 to 146a contain eight ancient woodcuts to the Apostles' Creed, belonging to a 
series which probably contained twelve, and diflerent from the xylographic set at 
Muiudi (CVm. 61c, Xylogr. 40), as well as from the woodcuts hi *Zw»^ AtUdtd dei 
CfhnsUiehea GUxnAensr printed at Ulm bei Cnnrad Dinkmut> 1485, folio. 

He also deseribei^ pp. 112-3, another series of small wood-engravings^ repre- 
senting, on four leaves, The T\vKr<vB Apostles, Avith the Credo, noticing that there 
is a copy of it in the National Liljrnry at Paris. One of the wood-cuts is given iu 
f!»c-<«imile in the elaborate article, hy M. Paul Lacroix, on the Origin of Printing, in 
the ^th volume of "Le Moym Age et la Henaumnce," published at Paris, 1851. 
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SINGLE WOOD-ENGRAVINGS. 

ht deseribuig ihe «etebr»ted and oft dieenased wood-engraving of Sr. Ghrib- 
toi^BSB, dated 14S% Dr. Falkeoetdn, pa^ 16, nolaeee, as Mow% a wood^engmving 

of a far more interesting nature : 

"Probably a much older wood-en^^Taving, although unconfirmed by a date, is that 
now in the possession of the bookseller, J. A. G. Weigel, at Leipzig. It represents 
the S;n iour \\ ith hvnd iuclined between two burning tapers on an altar; before him 
kneels a Pope, over whose head a Cardinal is holding the triple crown. The whole 
is surrounded by the symbols of the life of Christ. Tlie description beneath, m the 
dd Diitdi or Flemish language, teUs in e^ht iinei^'tliat emy <Hie who gaaeB on 
the torments of the Redeemer, and thoa, with repentaiiee fbr his <or her) bHob, shaU 
say three Pater Noeters and three Ave Ham^ shall reodlTe pardon for (1700) 
years, as grants Pope Gregory, and likewise two other Popes.' This indulgeuoe is 
thus ezpresaed: 

'§n/t tnie ma fmi tmpenm am ittt IDaer jii mgHK init 

Vtstitt €fi tamml^ toaert sttorment banSen toUf ombrfift 

Cn lian sprrrt 0^1' smr ftnirn l?nr nr ni lit nbr irtnn'cil 
en routiir lirrtt Dan 5iuf 11 saiOjni t?n uian toiUu Dat 
orronUm Dai Dir. lacr aflarts Ijarft ^?if lin'n Irtf paus 
gregonus geett €u noct). ij. pause tm luafrijiDc i^ir uarr 
gaunt aflaet mDt €n d. btsgtopen ties fsfUkt Z?tt mart) 
bntifoiini ami cfi tSkt 9li bntiCnit al flctnuclitifltf .* 

"By Pope Grepfor}', none other than tlie Xllth can be meant, as he is the only 
one of the name who had two Anti-Popes; and in the inscription, two other Popes 
are mentioned in connexion with him. As, therefore, Gregory XII. occupied the 
Papal Chair from 1406 to 1415, it is most probable this remarisable cut was ezecated 
between these dates. 

"If we pass mer two other dated pictures of Ssants, 'The IDutyrdom of Bt 
SebsBtian,' which, as well on the |MCture itself as on the prayer beneath, bears the 
date of 1437, and, as late as in the year 1779, still remained in the prineoly Abbey 
of St. Blaise: and 'the St. Dorothy, St. Alexius, and the liearinjT of the Cross,' with 
the written date of 1443, of which the accounts are not suflicieatly to be relied on; 
we come to St. liernardia, with the date of 1454," etc 

VOL. II. T 
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In the Offiginal Flemisb, as giTen In tbe preceding page, we liave no jaoof tliat 
the Pope Gregory mentioned wsus the Xlltb of his nam^ as the two other Popes 
alluded to may have been hia predeoeaeOTa. Could it be shewn that the Fap^ 
mentioned was, as Dr. Falkenstdn asserts, Gregory XII., we should have at onoe 
9,pro€f iifblock-printiiuf in the Low Countries (for the language isFLenush or Dutch) 
as early as 1415, Pope Grenon,' having died in that year. 

Dr. Falken^^tetn* i)artioularly notices a broadside intitled the " Isri)!! vSfbatf IH 
ISUtineir' tthe Toil ('oniiniunlnientrt in Rhyiiu.'). It is in large folio, representing, as 
he states, " Moses behind tiie Tables of the LaWj aa he pouits with the foreiinger of 
his right hand to the first commandm^t, -nudist with the left he holds the second 
Table, The figure of the Lawgiver is almost entirefy oonoealed by the latter. On a 
crofl»-beam. under the radiated horns of his head, in nearly inch Miasal-kttas, are 
the wonis ' 1^ . life . gqMt . ^qpvent litr 0Ot' 

*'Tilis extremely rare xylographic leaf," observes Dr. Falkenstein, "painted in 
the usuid water-colours of the period, is to be found in the Boyal Saxon Gallery of 
Engravings and Drawings at Dresden." 

* Godbiekte dec Bucbdnicikieckaiiit, p. 5flw 
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CALENDAR OF JOHN DE GAMUNDIA. 

A Julian Calendar, by the jMatlu'inatician, Jolin of Gmihiden, on the Ensis in 
TraunHca. ln)ni between 1375 and 1385, he became Master of Arts in 140fi. and 
Professor of Astronomy in 1423. Later, he was Dean of the Facnlty, aiid at last 
Chancellor of the Uuiveisiity of Vienna, where he died; and, in 1442, was buried iu 
the ehurdi of St. Stephen. By^thegiftoflik]imtlieiiiadiealap|MJ»knaadbook^ 
lud the fiyundatioix of tiie Universtty library in Vienna. This Calendar, written in 
1439, in the Latin language, and subsequently printed with -wood-blocka^ is the 
earliest Ephemeris known. The ori|^naJ manuacripfc is in Count Windhag^s library. 
Hie original block, cut on both sidim, is an inch and a half in thickness, ten and 
three-quarter inches in height, and fifteen and one-quarter inches in breadth, it m 
now in the posgession of the heirs of R. Z. Becker {Beckerische Biu'hhundlung), 
Uotha, by whose courtesy a reintpression given by Dr. Falkenstf^in (plate xxiii). 

In connexion with the above, we give the following uoiiw of the Calendak of 
JoHK OF KuNSPERK (JoHANNEs He6iouontani7s), abridged from the wmrk of Dr. 
Falkenstdn, though it eomes more under the denomination of a Block-Book. He 
has given (plate zxiv.) a fao-mmile of the page for Januaxy, and statee that 

''This extremely rare work, of which the &st edition, in small 4to., hitherto 
known to few bibliographers, was printed at Nurcnberg elica 1473*, and consists of 
thii ty-one tables, entirely cut on wood, and i)rint€d on both sides, the text being in 
thirty-five, thirty-six, or thirty-seven lines. The Royal Lil)rary at Dresden possesses 
a copy ; and that at Munich two, in one of which is an additional leaf, not in either 
of the others, iutitlcd 

ftt torin nccUffi Unit fm mfscfif 

" Another edition of this Calendar, diftering in form as well as contents, consists 
of thirteen leaveS) or raiJtor twenly-siz, each two and two, being pasted together at 
the backs left Mank. This edition is known as ' Fdge der sieiben Planets' (Series 
of Seven Planets).. The cuts are m^ outlinee^ with f^w shadings, these, howevn; 
deep and sharp.. The colour is a pale brown, changing to septa bladi.. The wood- 
cuts often seem to be impressed dee^y, without any colour at all In the copy 
<loscril)ed by the Fn yherr H. von der Hagen (in Griiter's Idmut and lltTviodc, Year 
ii. p. lib), bound up with several other xylographtc works, the front side of leaf 1 
appears to have contained a })roof iinin-es^ion of the History of Antichrist inseited 
in Lho siame volume. In the column of the Golden Number is mc ( rcLxviii." 

A small but verj- early Calendai-, from wood-blocks, is in tlie iabrary of Earl 
Spencer. 

• Probubly 1476, as one table u " of EcUpsCb from 147a to lul3.** 

t2 
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PL4TB LXXXm 

PBOPUGNACULA; sbu TURRIS SAPIENTUB. 
Folio Broadside, 15 inches ^lOtht by 9 inches H-lOtis. 

Thb ta^ tooadflide of the TempteUionea Jkemomm, described at p. 120 in our 

precedincf vohime, much resembles in pur|)08e the present most intorestinj:^ xylo- 
graj)bic relic, thougli tlie former is certainly of a mndi oarlier period. As we lui\'e 
here given the whole of the " ProjmgrmmUa" most accurately* in fac-simile, ev^en to 
the observance of worui-lioles and injuries it iias sustained, we think it quite 
uimeoewarir to entor into a deBcaption of it. It k at omoe aeeu MMnewliat to resemble, 
though upon a larger scales the "Hosx Book" knovn to have been used at an eaiiy 
period in the schools of this oountry. It also serves aa a cqpedmen of the numerous 
sheets of a similur charactw which were doubtl^ used in monasteries and schools^ 
to a great extent, soon after the appearance of the Donatuses. 

The impression from which our fac simile is coloured, was brought to this country 
by M. Libri, ono of the most learned and distinguished literary men that France has 
produced during tlie present ct ntury. The impression was sold at the sale of a 
poition of his library in 1849, whence it was obtained by tlie Trustees of the British 
Museum. 

An unooloured and most perfect imprescnon, from the mme wood-blockt was 
discovered by Mr. Lilly, the bookseller, pasted in the inside end cover of an early 
printed bode, purdiased by him at the sale of the collection of books formed by 
Hescns. Payne & Fose^ on theii- retiring from business a few years since. Can 
we wonder at xylographic and tj-pographic relics of a similar nature being destroyed, 
and escaping the observation of persons on the Continent, when we find that 
such men as Messrs. Payne & Foss, always remarkable for their astuteness 
in all matters relating to their professional occupation, and who had been the 
possessors of the voliuue wherein this extraordinaiy sheet had, no doubt, been 
preserved for several centuries* should not have seen it We think, thatt if we 
had the opportunity of carefully inspecting the collection of the early printed 
books preserved in the Public and Private Librariesf in Germany, we mij^t be 
enal)le(l to add to the now comparatively numerous specimens of the Bonatitt^, 
and works of a similar character, of which we at present have notices. We must 

* When mettSng with tnoUtcr imprewion of tlut Aaet, •> Iwreaftsr notieed, we firand Uuit our fiic-ninile 

corresponded in height and width within an l iL'lith of an inr?i. Tliis fu t sIk ws the force of !Mr. Atmli ley's 
letter, p. 64 in this volame, rnpecting the working of the impression) ou drj paper. It alto provci the great 
■ecuney of the ertiat. 

t In the Public Library at Munich in a largo collection of liingk- tvood-cn^nirin!^ taken fiwn the iuide 
cover* of books from the various moauteries of Bavaria, the result of the researches of Aretin. 
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kwfir in mind that ycry niuny of those t>7)05:^ap]iic relics now brcnij^ht tn lif^ht, bad 
tbrined either a portion of the binding of early printed Ijooks, or had been preserved 
by being pasted on their inner covera. That such was the ca*se abo with many of 
the earliest known engravings in wood and copper, is most certain; and it may be 
interesting to our readera to note the foUowiqg instanoes of their having occurred 
for poblic sale during the laet few years. The notioeq* slightly abodged, are taken 
the sale catalogues, in which they are to be found fiiUy described. 

"A most curious, fine, and ancient |)i-int, enrrraved on copper, fifteen inches by ten 
and a half, representiug the CRuoiFixioN and The Two Maries." 
This very andent print is unquestioiiaMy one of the greatest chalcographicai 
onriositieB whieh has ever bem Inrought into this country. It is undoubtedly one of 
the earliest inrodnetions of the Art of Engraving on Copper in Germany. It was 
taken from the inside cover of a copy of tiw Masarine Bible. 

Sale <^Mesar».Nieol^ books, Jidyl^lS^ttrndpurehag^ hyMr.BriUan /or£21. 

A very ancient print, re[«esenting The Agony or oun Sayiovb. Nine inches and 
seven-eighths by six inches and seven-eighths. 
This very ancient and curious print was also taken from one of the covers of a 
copy of the Mazarine Bible. 

Same Side, and purdtased by Mr. Ottley for XA. 14y. ^d, 

Thb Ckuctfixion of Christ, with an unknown monogram, and the date 1441. Pasted 
on the inside cover of an eaily manuscript. 

Sale of Rare Books consigned f rom Gennfuit/, Feb, 6, 183-2. 

The Delivery of thb Sodis frok Puroatoby. On the side of the cover of a MS. 
dated 1435 

From i/ie aaim Side, ivJierv also many oflwr wood-engraving $ occurred. 

Si. Akne, with Mary and St. John. One of thi; earliest wood-engeavings, fdio 
size, pasted on the outside cover of an ancient manuscript. 

St. Maby washtng our Saviour's Fjibt. A wood-engraving of similar sixe and 

antiquity, also pasted in tlie cover of a manuscri])t. 

The above, with many others of a similar clmracter, occurred in a Sale of 
Hare Books consigned from tiernutny, 1833. 

Numerous other instances might be quoted. In addi^on to the abovet, it may 
here be observed that the celebrated wood-«Dgraving of St. Christopher, dated 1423, 
in the library of Earl Spencer, was discovered by Baron Heiuecken pasted within 

tlie cover of an early manuscript in tlie convent of Buxlu im, near Memmincren. in 
Suabia. So, likewise, were the wood-eugraviugs of Sr. Buiouet and the Annunci- 
ation, of which fac-siniiles arc given in Mr. Ottley 'a History of Engraving.. 
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Wb hAve, in our fint volume, pp^ 133—187, ipven a description of a small Blodc- 
Book eonsistang only of designs finming an alphabet There are, in the Imperial 
Idbntiy at Paris, four leaves, forming evidently a poi^ ' ti f a email block-book of 
a very similar kind to that described by vs. We bere give <nie of tbe design^!, 
intended for the letter P. 




The above is taken from one of some fac-similes made by Mr. Henry Fosb, 
virhen in Paris in 1617. Respecting it, Mi. FcsB has "written at the side, From a 
Block-Book of four lettvee* mth labels, in German, to eaeb figure^ and a letter of tbe 
alphabetr by which it appears to have been for the use of children. JRoj^ Jabrofjf, 
Pam, IW. 11. 1817. if. F," 
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PLATE LXXXVni. 
DOWATUS DE OCTO rAKTIBUS ORATIOXIS. 
BuwK-BooK . . . i Faoea. — Small 4(/>. 

In oor preceding volume, p. 132, we have stated that there existed no fragment 
of any xylographic edition of the Dojuttm, or other elementary works, the production 
of which we could aKsij^n to Holland or the Low Coimtries. If we could, however, 
persua<.le oui-selvcs that tliu Donfttuf?, of wliich, in tills plate, No. 1. we liave given a 
fac-simile uf a fragment taken fiom that given by M. Koning, emanated from 
Hollanid, then we should acknowledge our statements to be incorrect. 

M. Koning introduces this relie to the consideration of his readers urith the "view 
of supporthig his own, as also the opinion of Heinecken and others, that the twenty 
pages of Uodk-printii^ in the teoond Latin edition of tiie Speetdum were engraved 
brfore any part of the work had been printed with moveaih type. He conaders 
that such block-printing was preceded by many "autres plus petitft ouvruges, comme 
nutonf fl'esmw" of which he includes the edition of tlio .ifovesnid Doiuifm, giving 
the following account* of the original fragment whence his fac-simile was taken. 
" Nous croyons avoir d^couvert. un fragment de ce Doimtus dans la Biblioth^que de 
S. M. le Roi des Pays Bos. Ce fragment, appai teiiant autrefois k M. J acques VissEat, 
h la Ha^, 4kfAi attach^ Ik la relieare d'un exemplaire du Sermonvim RoherH de Ideio 
de Jktudibut SanHorum, imprim^ 4 Amms, ches Gerabd Lkeu> en 1490. II ne 
coDsiste qu'en nne simple bande de parchemin, qui oependant montre que TouTnige 
meme ^toit imprim^ en fbrmat in-quarto, et qu'il avoit 28 lignes sar cbaque page. 
La lettre est non seulement du HoUandois du 15*°^ snede, mais encore, elle est 
conforme k eelle de-; oeuvres d'cstamjjes d' Harlem et cn particidier k celle de I'Arg 
Moriendi, autant <iu'il le paroit par les de^sins dnnt nous avons parle." 

Now the fact of the above fragment having been discovered in the binding of a 
l>ook printed at Antwerp, is not a proof of the Donatus having been executed in 
that locality. We must confess our inability to discover its similarity (unless as far 
as its uregularity of design is concerned) of text to that illuitrating the designs of 
the Ar$ Mcrkndi blodc-book, as stated by M. Koning. See, and compare it with, 
plate XT. vol. L from that woric. 

* Dineitatioo tm TOrigine, etc., de I'lioprimerie, p. 55. 
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We believe the edition of the Donatus, of which the fac-simile is a specimen, to 
be Tfflogrnphir. In the six lines here p^iven. there arc no less ihmx fifteen instances 
of the letter // occurring; and yet not two of them apee in every minute particular. 
There is, furthermore, in the appearance of the latter, a waut of that peculiarly 
national character which is to be found in the earlier Block-Books, the DonatuHt 
and like worka^ as also the Spectdunh and eren workB printed in Holland at a later 
period. 

We now oome to another relio, cf a wnoevliat mmilar nature^ reepeeting which, 

however, no ari,^uiiieiit is necessary to prove that it is xylographio, the impression of 
it given by M. Kouing being worked ufi irom one of the ordinal wood-blocks; a 
fac-simile of which we have given. No. II. 

Before proceeding to make any observations upon tills relic from the work* of 
M. Koiiiug, \vc <;ivo the following history of the oriijinal block, jus related by liim: 

" Dans le nombre de ces precurseui's, ou i>titits ouvrages anberieurs, nous orojons 
pouToir oompter un Ho&abivm, ou petii Um de» prUru en laogue latinc^ dW tvte 
petit formats eontenant la plus grande paitie du oantiqne de Soebon: *N'umc dmittu 
mwm tmum/ ainsi la px^re^ *Ad«, Mtku mtmdi/ dont la Ibtme d'une pi^ taillfe 
en ImhSi est diez moi: oette fbnne ^est oonservide depnis pi^ de 200 ans dans lea 
families conuues d'ffarlem, oomme une reste prccicux du travail de KoexsR." 

"Adribn Roman, imprimeur de la ville d'Harlem, au commenoement du dix- 
septieme si^cle, ^toit autrefois possesseur de cette forme: il I'avoit aoquise dun 
vietllard des descendants de Kosteh. Le Docteur Jean Vi»akveld k Harlem re^ut 
ce morceau de Roman. A la moix de Vlakveld, en 1684^ cette forme passa dans 
lee mains de see enfiuita, et fiit vendue au Priusen-hof ^ Ha/rl«m le 15 Juin 1754, oil 
eOe iUt achet^ par Jaodoeb Maab oonunis de Egi^-kaid ^ Haidem. Adbxbs Mahdt 
pr&licant Oomit^an, mari^ en pmnikes noces aveo la fille de jMWfm Haa% 
devint aprte la mort de son bean-p«e possesseiir de oe moroeaii; U est enfin par- 
venu en ma poesession, apite la nunrt du predicant If amdt, k la snoceesion da qnel 
je I'ai achet^." 

We are, personally, great advocates for tlie preservation of all documents con- 
firmatory of the transmission of objects of antiquity, and all works of art, from theij 
different possessors; and though M. Kuuiug docs not bring forw;u-d any proof by 
way of antogi'aph inscription, or such like, of Adrien Roman, a printer at Harlem, 
having recdved the xylographie relie in question fixm one of ^ deseendants of his 
dientk Lawrenoe Ooster, we see no reascm Ibr a moment to qoMaa its anihenticitj, 
or to throw doubt on the veracity of so eminent a man as M. Kouing. 

Though, however, we do not question the so far authenticity of the original wood- 
block, we are inclined to doubt its amUquUffi that is, its being coeval with the early 

* Dutertation «iur TOriginc, etc. de rimprimerie. AmU.t 1819, 8vo., pp. dd-67. 
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editions of the Donatnflefl^ and maob less "with any* of the Blook-BookB we aBsign to 
Holland. The peoaliar fbmtatioa of the letters gives the whole an appearance of 
being a ItAesr production, executed at a time when the eatting of type in wood had 
become more generally practised. We believe, that, notwithstanding lew relics have 

been preserved, the custon\ of using wood-blocks for some of the more common 
elementary works in the education of children, was much more prevalent for many 
years after the invention of nxoveal)le t}"])e tluui is generally supposed. 

It may be considered a great omission on our part, that we did not make any 
note of these two relics when Writing on the Donatuses in our preceding volume. 
The truth is» that it was not until after the completion that volume that our 
attention* was drawn to them. 

We now proceed to the oonndeiation of a xifUtgra^hie edition of a Ihnatw of a 
totally different character. 

On the dispersion of the magnificent library of the Duke de la Valli^ref, the 
Royal Librarv' at Paris came into the possession of fragments of the oritrinal wood- 
blocks of two of the pages of the edition of the /Jovaf i/s believe<l general!}- by biblio- 
grapherti to Lave been issued by Gutenberg previouH to the publication, probably 
between 1450 and 1455, of his celebrated edition of the Holy Scriptures, au edition 
known by the name of the Maga/riM MUe. 

An impreadon of the first five Imes of one €i these pages has been given by 
Hdnecken Qdate % p. 257), tiie wood-blocks h&ng, at the period of the publication 
4^ his work, in the posBeaaion of Mr. Morand. Heinecken states : " J'ai trouv(^ chez 
M. Morand, de l'Aca(lomie des Sciences et dea Arts, ii Paris, deux planches de 
bols foi t anciennes d'un Donat. J't^tois informe deja de leur exist^jieo; cHes sont 
de la grandeur en 4to. ; la premifere contient vingt lignes, dont j'ai fait copier exacte- 
ment Ics cuu\ ])reiuieres, qu'on trouve cy-joint sons le No. 2. L'autre plaiiche n'a 
que seize lignes. M. Faucault, Cousciller d'Etat, qui etoit tres-curieux d antiquittJs, 
en avoit £ut I'aoquisition en AllemagneL" 

In addition to a fiusimile (No. III.) of the five lines alluded to^ we are enabled, 
through the kindness the late Baron van We8trenen,to place before our readers a 
fius-simile (No. IV.) of an impression from the fragment of one ct the original 
blocks used for the same edition, the block haying been formerly in the ]^osses8ion 
of Meennan, who obtained it at the sale of the ooUeotion of M. Huber of Basle, 

* In IMS, on tbe deoeaw of my h&et, I «oMi all bit eeOectioo of book* rdaling to the bTciitioD ind 

History of tlif Art cf Priutini,', not, at that time, intending to givo more tli.in a few fic-fimilLS from tLc Blotk- 
Jbool»» when publisluAg tbiMC from tlie irorka of the early printers. It wu not until tlie last few montlu that I 
ponnwd a copy of die irork of M. Konug. At the nk of the last portion of the books of tbo kte Ur. Pickering. 
I ptirchsued several volumes, amung which were two copies of that work. The one tnmed out to be that 
finmerbr bcloqgu^ to my father j and (he otb«r,to mj lale £ria>dj Ur. Ottky ; each oopj havtag • few ootoa in 
dieir feipeclm autograph. 

t Xbe two bliooki piodneed at aate CSO £«»■, 

VOL. IL S 
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Tn the absence of the worm-holes, which are visible in some of the letters, and 
without knowing that tlie imprensioHs from •which the fae-sitniles are tiukIo were 
obtainerl from the orii^nal wood blocks, thero is nothing indicative of the tyi)e being 
xvlosrraptiic, except the iutermiugliug of the deseeTuling j>oruoub of tiie letters in one 
line with the ascending portions of the letters iu the line beneath, iu such a manner 
that a straight line could not be drawn between them without cutting through 
thoBe portions. On refefring to the fac-dmilee of the text in the Apoealiffpte, the 
Ats Manendi, and other of the Uock-Sooks^ this &et Is at once exemplified. 

The type of the edition of the J)onaitu we are now oonmdning has a yery 
difterent appeanuioe from that of those works which are the subject of our firrt 
volume. It much resembles the tyjje used in the Mazariive Bible, though the latter 
is (if smaller dimensions, as may be at once seen on reference to lac-similes from 
that lx)ok, Nos. V. and VT., benenth those of the Donatuises. 

The fac-siniiles fiom the Maza-rine Bible are further interesting in a typogra- 
phical point of view. They show the two sized types which were used at the 
commencement of the work, causing ultimately au a^pcaraitee of thwe having been 
two editions. As that celebrated edition of the Hdy Scriptures fonns the most 
marvellous monument of tiie perfection to which the Art of Printing had arrived 
in so short a time after its discovery, it may be here interesting to not«, that> 
contrary to the opinion of Laire and other bibliographers, it is now clearly shewn 
that tlie ditfereuces, cansins: t!)c appearance of two distinct editions, arose only from 
the c;uicelHn£f and reprinting of the lirst ten piges. 

bumc copies have only forty lines in each column, in the Jirat mna paf/vs; in the 
tenth page, forty-one lines; and in the remainder of the work, forty -two lines. Such 
copies have the first two headings to the Books prinied. 

Other c(^ies have forty-two lines in each oolumn (hrovghoui the work; and the 
headings to the Books are aU wriiten, either in black or red ink. 

On a most minute examination of the pages whereuk these variations occur, it 
is found that the printer, at the commencem^ of his Work, used two sorts of type, 
each shewiutr the Bame face, but diftering in hofh/ or dimensions, which yet, to use 
a printer's term. ^\ ould w ork toj,«-ether if not set up in the same line. When the printer 
commenced his work, lu- used tlie larm -bodied type for the first nine pa^es, each page 
Jiaving forty lines; then, in the tenth page, for some cause or other, he used the two 
sixed types together, and was enabled, witiiin the same gauge, to get in fbrty-<8U 
lines. This compresdon, we may presume^ was not sufficient for his purpose. After 
that page, he discarded the larger type altogether, using only the smaller to the 
end of the work; by which means he was able to get forty-two lines into each pegs. 
Our foc-similes give ten lines of the tirst page with forty lineii, and ten lines of the 
same page Mrith forty-two lines. They aLso serve to .sliew the recom|X)sition of tiie 
text On examiuatioD, it will be seen that the ten lines of the former occupy neaiiy 



Digitized by Google 



XYL06RAPUIC 1X>NATUS£& 



me-eighth of on inch more than the other. As we have entered elsewhere* into 
minute particulars recipeclaiig the printiug uf those celebrated Tolume^ we do not 
purpose here to add move on the sutject 

!IVaditi6nally, we hear throagh l^ithemiufl^ hy the wed vom evidence of Peter 

Schocffer, the coadjutor of Gutenberg and Fust in the perfecting of the "Art of 
Printing Books," that, at "first they printed, with tliaiacters traced in order upon 
blocks of wood in the form of paG:eR, a vocabulary called Crrfholicon; but with these 
small pages, or fo riis, tliey wrie unable to print anything else, because, as we liave 
said, the charactt rs were engraved on ilmse blocks of wood, and were not moveable. 
After this, more subtle inventions followed, and they found out the method of 
caeting the fonna (or moulds) of all the letters of the Latin alphabet, which they 
called matrioesy out of whidi they cast hack again characters of brass or pewter, 
capable of bearing the force of the press; wh«veas» before, they had cat them by 
hexuL" 

It is a remarkable fact, that, though the above-mentioned fragments of the series 
of wood-blocks pxccutfd for the aforesaid have been preserved for several 
centuries, not one printed co]iy, nor even a portion of the work, has been hitherto 
<lisfovered. Although well accjuainted with tlie various arinmiCTits of the most 
distinguished Bibliographers who have entered the arena of the ^leutz and Harlem 
controversies, we puri)osely avoid those intricate details, feeling sure, that, unless 
we can obtain more evidence on certain minutiae, either by the disooveiy of some 
satis&ctory documents^ or, forsooth, by the agency cf the marvelloufl "ipirit rappvT 
or '*UMe ta^er" all our humble attempts to unravel the oitani^ed subject will be 
useless, and be only embroiUng us in eudless controversy. Our depaiied friend, 
Mr. Ottleyf, may, perhaps, have been able to throw a new light on the question, 
when carefully exarainirts', withotit prejudice, though a " Co.sterite" every inch of the 
ground that had previously been Iteateu by the many biblioifniphical lal^ourers in 
the field. We purjjose, iiowever, catering on comparatively new ground in connexion 
with the Water-Marks on the paper used for the Block -iiooks; and if, by taking an 
extended range, we can tiirow any light that will assist our successors, our labours 
will not have been quite usetess. 

The hearsay evidraoe of Trithemius is somewhat interesting on the present occa- 

* The lypography of the Fifteenth Centniy. Fkim, 1845, p]K SS-68. 

+ TIU iiiUndftl pnWii'itloii, mti riiiL^- lu'.o .ill ilio lonlrovcrsjiil Arguments for nr.<l against th'- d.iinis of 
Harlem, was unibrtunatcljf not couijilcted at the time of hi« decease. Fortbermore, 1 rt^rct to find, that, in iti 
incomplete state, die whole of the work, fitf h printed, hn heen diipond of by the printen to Mr. laOj, the 
hooikseller. We hope, Iui«i vi r, it will y<;t be brought before the public. 

Being on mott intintato terms with the late Mr. Ottley, he med often, when writing hi« work (then 
printing) to read to me mme of his ugnnwBto in 4iTonr of his client, lawrence Coster. I amused him, on 
several occasions, bv reading some of hi* ptoof shecu backwards, at the <iamc time observing (with "waggish 
impudence," as he uiid) that ho had so cUwly pBOTcd his osse, that neither " Uaos (xensefleisb tw genant 
Gntenbcrg," nor anj Jifsh or hurg, could cootroTeit his axgmnents. 

s2 
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sion. He MTote of a Cathotjcox as? havinjT been printed from wood-blocks. Now, 
there is :ui ediLion in folio (probably tlie iirst) of the Catholioon of Balbi, of maay 
hundred pages, printed «t Kents in the year 1460, and sappoeed to liave issoed tnm 
the press of Gntenbeig. Am, hovever, Trithemitis spoke of " anaU pageg," we cannot 
for a moment saf^oae that this oonld have been the book* he attnded to. The Catho- 
Ueo» being an elementaij work containing a Ghammar and Lezicou, Trithemiua may 
have conAised it with the grammar of Doiuitm; consequently the xylographic relics 
that have canscd the preredinpf observations, may have formed a portion of that 
very work, the kaiu.iest xvlo typographic EfroKT of Gutenberg, as related by Tiir- 
THKMius. Baron Heiuockeu entertained a very similar opinion, as far as the mistaking 
the Avork, He writes, p. 258, when alluding to the two wood-blocks in the Imperial 
library: "Je crois, quo ces tables sont da livre que le Chroniquenr de Cologne 
appelle nn Donal et que Trtlhem nomme un Oift^oficon wnxtort^ ce qu'on a 
oonfbndu ensuite avec le grand oavn^ intitule 'Cb^ftoMcon Januenmf With raeh 
confbaon, by way of evidence^ as the chnndded statemoit of Trithemios present^ 
can it be wondered at how completely all the Bibliographers who have as yet gone 
into this endless Costerian, Gutenbergian, Fustian, and Schoefterian oontnnrersjTi 
have failed in discoverinj? any conclusive facts ? 

Wc have now given fac-similes (Nos. III. and TV.) of the only hitherto knovtii 
bliHik editiou of the Donatm approaching the chaiacter of the type used in the 
Mazarim Bible; a work supposed to have been printed by Gutenberg at Mentz, and 
also remarkable as the first prodnditm from his press. No book, however, has 
been yet disoovrnvd bearing the name of Gutenberg as the Printer; oonsequ^itly 
we have no positive proof that this might not have been issued by either Fust or 
Schoeffer, as the same iy\y(i was afterwards used in an edition of the Dottai^ with 
the name of the iatter as the Printer. 

In the libran,' of Dr. Kh:»ss were two Icavesf, on parchment, of a Bonrttiis, in 
small folio, with tlurty-iivL' lines in a \nvj;i: Tliesc were considered by Dr. Kloss to 
have been printed from icvoil-hlorks. The character of the letters with which they 
were executed bore a strong resumblauco to thai of the type used by FJister in the 

* Furthermore, by the following extract from the colophou at the closi of the v lumc, it \i seen tli.it t!ii- 
volume in question wu inued as one of these works executed with moveable type, then lately discovered ; similar 
eliMmUona being found in many of die ooloplums of the earlkst printen t 

" fctr Iibtr tgngius . Mifinlicoit .Hniff incamartoni* annii fB.CC€<SM.% iSlma in uttr majjwitin.i nao'onK in<Iitr grnni- 
idfi. ^mam tn tUmmin lam alio ingnni liiminr . tone |. g tuito . «tni< \mm natisadm* ffxdtvct. lUtUban^. ttiguaiul 
fit nm (dimil . MiU . «t pom nffrastu . i 3 mtra patrMt«4 bniuu« \. cantoitta pfwcdow rt mo)*!!* taynMuf ill. 

IWtlKtlttflllt.'' 

There it do poeitive proof that the above edition is the first of the work. It i» certainly the irst bearing a 
date, ond tbe fourth book Aat bean that distinction la the Annals of Typography. An aocnnite &e«inila af 
lb* cokphon will be fonud m our iUuatratkna, Hoi. 84, of the *' T^o^ft^ *i Wlfiumiik Cmtarjf.** 

t They afterwatda paated into the library of the Inle Bishop ol LicUtdd, and are now in the Bodbian 

Library. 
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various works known to have issued from liis press. On a careful examination, we 
find that them two lesvea formed a portion of a tnanugeript copy of a JJonaius 
whicb we shall have oocaaioii to notioe with the fiMHsimileB in the ensuing plate. 

In the same lifanuy were two leaves^ cnr three pages, of a later Mo editi<m of the 
Donatus, printed on jj^mt <«i botli side^ one forming the last of the wcnrl^c^whidi 
the following &c-sifflile gives the three final lines and colophon. 



Here we have the name of Cunrad Dinckmut, of Ulm, a pi-inter hitherto, wo 
believe, ujikuuwn in the Annals of Tj'pography. Tlii:s relic also passed into the 
library of the late Bishop of Lichfield, and is now m the Bodleian Libraiy. W hen 
deseiil^g stmie of the more tare treasoies in the lilnarjr of the late Blsbc^ of 
Uehfidd, Dr. Dibdin observes^: 

"Here eomes a great rarity, in the shape of a Printer, of whose type tlMve is not 
a sin^e epedmen in the ^lenoer library. This aJso is a DontUtu in Iblio; but I 
differ, toto cedo, from its learned Owner, who considers it to be a Xylographical 
production, or a book printed with wood-blocks. On the contrary, I conader it to 
be decidL'dly metal, and of a date not anterior to 1480." 

Diuckmut, in his colophon, distinctly st'ites that the book was printefl. Under- 
standing, therefore, the word " impressm in the sense generally used by the early 
printers, we ought to consider the book as having been printed from moveable type. 
On a car^tal examination, however, of the three printed pages, we find that there is 
fio< a Mm wherein the ascending and descending letters are not intomized; so that» 
unless the inyentixm of "ifconuf^" the type existed at that period, we mnst come to 
the eondusbn tiiat (he vshciU <^iihepagw musi have leen vmrhed from a toiid Nock. 

* Bcmiaiscence* of a Liteiarj Life, mdcccxxsvi. Vol. ii. pp. 961-2. 
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Our fac-simile clearly illustrates the poiut aliudud to. It only remains a (jiuiition 
whether tiie letters were cut in wood or metal Dr. Dibdin does not use the word 
"mdaV* in the same eenee as wb are indined to do^ vix. that the letters had been 
engFaved <»i a solid block of pewter, lead, or braas. We aee no reaaon to disagree 
■with the opimon of the Ute Biahop of liohfield, in ccmadering that tiie DcnaibM 
may have be en printed from wood-blodca; nor does the term '' being 
used by Dinckmut prove it to have been executed with moveable l^pe. 
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PLATB J:JCTCX-nc 

I. DONATUS DE OCTO PARTTBUS ORATIONIS. 
Printed ok VeLtUM— 'Quarto.— P«,7''s / Height ,• IFidth 6i »ncA« , 33 Ittut tn a full pagt. 

Fraoxekts of two or more cations of the Donatus, printed ia the same type as 
the Mozarim Bible, have been discovered from time to time during the last century. 
They have been, for tlu; most part, foimd as forniiricj materials in tlie coniiwsiiiou of 
the covers of books printed during the fifteenth eiMitury. They arc all in the smaUer 
bodied type, ». e. of the type used for the issue of the edition havijig tluoughout 
forty-two lines in each oolnma; bo that we may fairly conclude that the larger 
bodied type^ when found to be unsuited for the printing of that cdebrated edifaon of 
the Holy Scr^turee, was cons^ned to the melting pot. 

In the libraxy of Dr. Klosa^ of Frankfort, were two leaves of the edition of the 
Jhma^ sJhided to. After passing into the library of the late Bishop of Lichfield, 
they are now deposited nmonp; the typographical treasures in the Bodleian Library. 

I. Our tii'st specimen in this piat« gives seven lines iVuni one of the pai^es. 
Considering that the impression of the type has suffered a little fi'om wear, the 
letters clearly identify themselves with those in the Mazarine Bible. 

II. Five lines fh>nL the «une. 

m. Five lines from the fragment discoyered and essayed on by ElBcher. We 
g^ve it for the purpose of proving that there were two editions of the Bonaius iaraed 
in the game type, the text being the same. It is se^ that the page is broader, and 

that the text is differently composed. 

IV. Tlie closing, or colophon, of the Doiuitus, printed in the same type, as given 
by Lambinet (vol. i. p. lOfi), from a fragment. Tn this colojihon we learn that Peter 
Schoeffer was the Printer, and that bis b()<»k \\ as executed in the new art of 
impressing letters; and that he made his owu capital letters, \nthout resorting to 
the rubrioator, or rather the designer of the letters hitherto, or formerly, employed 
in perfecting the Isbours of the Piinter; and also, that the work was issued in the 
dtj of Ments. The Utenil translation of the colophon being: Donatus aeamplished. 
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By a new art of impressing, or representiitg [letters^. By Peter of Gcntsheim. In 
the city of Mentz, with his own capitals, with the drawing of the pen fashwned 
[or forimd\ 

The foci of these editions of the BonxOva bang In Uie aaime or sunilar type to 
that used in the MaxatiM filble^ always considered by BiUkgraphws to be the 
tirst grand effort of Gutenberg on hie pwfeduig the Art of Printing, naturally 
obtiges us to notice the following ciicumstoneeB: 

FmL The Maaarine Bible has Hthwto been considered to have been printed 
between the years 1450 and 1455, and to have been isaued by Gutembbbo preeunu 

to his partnership with Fust and Schoeffer. 

Secon/lh/. The earliest book known as bearing a date is the celebrated Mentz 
Psalter of 1457. It has, at the close, the following colophon: 

"Pns spalmorTt codex . venustate capitaliu decora f Mubrtcationilmsq' suj^lcienter 
distinctus. Ad invHione ariijiciosa iinptnendi ae caracterisandi,ah8^ calami vUa 
exaracdne nc ej^g iatus, M ad etu^iam dei fytdusirie «tt osummakts, PvrJohim 
futt dvg fnaffiitm&, M PeMi*8choffer de Qemnkeim. Amio dm MiUmi . cecc . IviL 
In v^ffiUa Amm^Sig.** 

IMrdly. The next edition of the Psalter published by Fust and Sdioefier (being 
the second book ininted with a date), in 1459, bears a colophon of precisely the 
same import. 

Fourthly. According to the colophon in tlie various works published by Fust 
and Schoctfer, it is supposed they continued in jjartnership, issuing books with their 
joint names as the Printers, imtil, or during, the year 14GG, wlieu John Fust died; 
the second edition of the Offices of Gioero, published '*qvarta die mtnui» Pebruamt" 
1466, bearbg their joint names. 

F^iMff. Peter Sdioeflfer may have issued books with his own name as early as 
1466. No. 87 of our fac-siniiles in the Typography of (he F^leealh Cenimy giTBS 
the colophon of a book printed by him in 1467. It thus closes : 

" A rtifi.fiom qnnda ad inven^dne imprimendi sen rnrnctmsnndi ahsq' ulld calami 
exaratione sic (ffhjvitu . et ad eusebm dei . indmtric est jsummatf/ per Petrtun Scho- 
iffher de yernssheim. Anno dni m . rcfcc . lxvii . die scxtu im-mis marrn" 

Sixthly. In the above colophon, and also m that to the BomUtis undei consider- 
ation, we find Peter fidiocffer using the same kiiul of language in respect to the 
mode in which the labours of his press were conducted, as he did ten years pre- 
Tioudy, when m coqjundaon with John Fust So likewise he continued to do as 
lat^ or perhaps later, than 1472. His edition of the Hdbjr Seriptuxeet, tasued in 
that year, has, as nearly as possibH a similar colophon. 
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The preceding six points couUuu facts that are incontrovertible. To what other 
conclusion can we come, but that the J)(maitu in question, bearing the name of 
Petei* Schoeffiar, wae dtiier published befbre his partnership with John fSu^or after 
the death of the latter. 

The MaganM Bible bean no pmnted ooloiiihon indicating tl» name of the 
pcinter, or the place firom wh^ioe^ or the date when, it was lasaed. All is a matter 
of conjecture on those points. The only reliable ev idence respecting the date of the 
Maz'trine Bible is that handed down to us in the following often quoted and 
remarkable passage in the "Cologne Chronicle," printed by K.oelhoff in 1499; and 
that, on the assertion of the venerable printer, Ulric Zell. 

" Itc dese hoichwyrdige kuat vursz is vonden aller eyrst in Duytschlant tzo Mentz 
am Bijna Ind dat is d* duytadischer nadon eyn groiese eirlidieit, dat sulehe 
sym^che mynschen syn dae teo wnda Ind dat is geeehiet by den iairen vns heren* 
anno dni HCX^OCzL ind ya der z^t an bis men schreoe. L wart yndersoicht die 
kunet ind wat dair zo gchoirt. Ind in den iaare vns horen do ineu schreyff MCCCC.l. 
do was eyn gulden iair, do began men tzo drucken ind was dat ejrste boich dat 
men di-uckde die Bybel zo latijn, ind w art tredruckt niit eynre gmuer 8chti0t> as is 
die schrifft da^ rv.fn nu Mysseboichcr init dnickt." 

There does iwi appear to be any other lucaTiiii^' to he learned from the^jrceeding 
passage than the following, — iliat, although the art of priuliug was ditjcovered in 
1440, it was not brought to petfeetion m:itil the year 1450,— ""tiltfn tJiey hcyan to 
print, and the /irst hook whteh vmu printed was the BMe, in Latm, and wu printed 
in a coarser letter, like that in which Missals are now printed.*' 

From the sSbam, it is evident Ulric Zell considered the edition of the Bible allnded 
to, to be the First Printed Book after the invention of the Art had undergojie a 
scrutiny* of ten years. He does not state when the Bible was comj)leted. 

Now it is a most remarkable ciremnstance. tliat, ^^^th the exception of two h'nes, 
and the commenceTnent of three otliertf, in the t wo or three copies of the Letters of 
Indulgence beuriug the date 1455, and in the JJomUus by Schoeflei", not a single 
instance has hitherto been discovered of the use of similar t^'pe elsewhere than in 
the Mazarine Bible. 

From these &et8» as slso from the omission, in the Maeariae Bible, of the 
colophon (one having been adopted with great display by Fust and Sdioeffa" as 
early as 1457, and othevs of the same kind continued in frequent use by many of 
the early printers), we aie induced to think that Schoeftet T>M;st have had some 

connection with the printin.<,^ of that celebrated Bible; and that lie became jwssessed 
of the type previous to iiis partnership with Fust, as no work in that ty])e ;i]ii>t ai-s 
with tilt ir joint names as printers. If such was the case, thi /)>iinttm with the 
name of Sclioetler mu.st have been printed before or in tlie year 14.}/. 

* In lUc urigiaal tLc word means examined, or inquired into. 
yOL.1I. A A 
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The omission of a colophon tends to confirm the opinion cntertaiuetl by many, 
that those voluintis were first issued and Bold as manuscripts; and hence the 
great secresy that was maintaint'd rcs{)ecting them. There are in exintonce many 
manuscript copies of the Scriptures, written in a similar bold text ; and we believe 
that the edition referred to was printed from such s oopy, the type being made in 
imitation of it. Had there heea a eolophon of iimilar import to diat in th« Plutlter 
<tf 1467, in the oarlieet edifticnia ii the Bih]fi» the more penfeet productianB of the 
newly-invented art could not have been passed off as manuscripts. 

In all these aiignnientB it must be borne in mind, that» ftt the earlj period of the 
art, the Printers are not supposed to have been possessed, as now-a-days, of a large 
stock of type. Indeed, it is known t o those who have taken the trouble to examine 
eo])ies of the earliest efforts of tlie press, that the text was composed and worked 
o^puye hy page. In our detailed obsei-vatious on the Mazarine Bible, in our " Typo- 
graphy of Hie F^teenih Ceniury," pp. 52 et seq., we had occasion to notice thia fenAt 
from which work we make the fallowing extract: 

"We cannot diamuM the cooaideraticii of these Ydumea without observing; what 
they am parUcolarly calcnlated to ccnfinn; namely, that the earliest printers were 
in the habit of working off their o uposed type by single 2>Off*f only. Otherwise 
almost all the large and ^lendid pi*oductions of the primitive press, collating either 
ten or twelve leaves in a gathering, the Ist and 20th pages in the former case, and 
the 1st ami 24th in tlie latter case, must have been compo8e<l at tin* same time. 
This c;ould not liave been accomplished without composing and setting up the whole 
twenty or twenty-four pages, or an entire gathering, which woidd indeed have 
required the 'cart-loads of type' to whidL the opponraits of Ooster have so tiiumph- 
antfy referred." 

If the Donate* with the name of Sdioc^Eer was not printed until atber the death 

of Fust, when Schoeffer stood alone in his labours, then, taking it for grante<l that 
the Maearine Bible wns t lie editiicm refened to in the Cologne Chronicle as ha^ing 
been commenced in 1450, the same or similar type must have existed for above 
ruzteen ymrs ' a cirenmstanee very unlikely in tliose days. 

SchoetTer, howevei'. makes use of an expression in tlie colophon of his Donutuis, 
which is omitted iu all the other colophons, whether in conjunction w itk his partner 
FuBt^ or afterwards. He states that his book was &shioned "effiyiatm,'* or fonned, 
cum tuit eapiltaX/Sbmf* an observation which is yeiy remarkable, claiming to him- 
self, as it w€««^ the credit of using his own capital letters. Oonseqnentij, we are 
justified in believing the edition of the Bomaltivn to have preceded the celebrated 
Psalter of 1457. 

Having ventured to make the preceding observations in respect to a point which 
has caused tlie clironiclers of typographical monuments much contention, we enter- 
tiiin a hope that, at tiome future pei ioil. further discoveries will unravel the still 
remaining mystery respecting the Printer of the Mazanne Bible. 
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V. DONATCB DE OCTO PABTIBUS OBATIONI& 

Hero 'we have Mven Hues from one of two pages of a folio Danatua, stated* to be 
"printed vxQl the first metal tjpes of Fust aod SchoeffiBr, cirea mooooltdl" The 
rdic (one leBf)ia now in the Bodleian UbraiT; haring been punihaBed on the diaper* 
sion of the libraiy of the late Bishop of Lichfield. We are unable to trace the 
same type in any <tf the productions that have iaBoed from the prosaee of Fust and 
Schocffer, or of any otlier Printers. 

It difl'ers very muck from the t\7>o of the Mazarine Bible, not only in size, but 
in the form of many of the letters, particularly of tho letter the dot being angular, 
instead of the crescent form theie generally used. If, as is supposed, it is printed 
with the first «mAs7 ijpes need by Fust and Bdioeibr, we are ineBned to think that 
the letters wwe not cast from a matrijc, bat that they were cut eepaiately by the 
hand, a point which we shall shofrtfy have occamon to notice. We ynXL merely here 
observe^ in support of the letters bdng eat, tbat, in the ISMS-shnfle of the seven Imes, 
there are scarcely two letters alike; and that such a diBSinularity could not liave 
existed had they been cast from a matrix. From the great variety in the form of 
the letters, one woulfl almost feel inclined to 1>elieve that the pages were printed 
from a wood-block. Tt nnfortunately happens, that the paper, which is of a very 
coarse quality, bears no water-mark. 

* Ciidag«ftorili«Iibiv7«fI)r.Biitlv,BiiliopflfIJfllifidA ITe-lM. Pwgm ^ 9m,VUl. 
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PLATE XC. 



I. DONATTJS DE OCTO PARTTBUS OKATIONIS. 
MAirvscRirr vroy yn.wv. — Lrarts ; ti'i lines fttU page. — Fotio. 

That the tgrpe used in printing the Mazanm Bible cut in imitation of the 
letters in some mannBcri]>t copy of the Holy Scrijitures, or after tho<?c in a Missal, 
is, we think, most probable*. We are also induced to believe tliat Albert Pfister 
adopted the same plau in the lurniation of liis ty]>e; l)eoause otherwise we should 
be at a loss to ac<x>uut for the existence of a manuscript copy of the Donatus, written 
in a diaracter so dosely raranbling that of the uninistakable type used by FfiBter 
m the yarioufl works tiiat have issued ftom hk inrolific press. 

Our first fao-sinule is taken firom the tvo preTionsly mentioned (p^ 178) 
leaves of tlie Ih»€stm yA&Sbi Dr. Eloss eoncddered to have been xyU^aphie; but 
which, on a eareflil examination, turn ont to be tnanu^cript. We can understand 
the fact of a person minutely copying the character of a manuscript, but not that of 
a printed work, as no object or saving could be effected by the copying in fac- 
simile a printed school book. Tbat Dr. Kloss should not have discovered the 
leaves in (question to have been written instead of piiuted, la not a matter of 
surprise, particularly when we find that, in the sale catalogue of the library of the 
late £38hop of Lieiifidd» they are describedf as being printed with moveable type. 
Some parts of the pages are iiyared by age> but others shew the letters as well 
defined as in our foe-simile. Ikking the letters as a whole, they are as well executed 
in their proportions as those ])i inted from the moveable type of Pfister. 

It may be fairly presumed that the copy of the manuscript Donatus, of which 
the two leaves form only a very small portion, was written previously to those issued 
by Pfister, or, at least, which are supposed to have been printed by him; the tjpe 
ill %vhieh they are set up boin^ precisely tlie aame as that used in many works 
bearing his name as the Priulei. 

There is, however, one very remarlotble difference in the cutting of the eajntal P; 
a simDaily formed capital P oocurring; we believe in no work printed by Pfister, 
though it is not improbable, that, on a minute examination of all the books which 

have issued from his press, the same formed P might be found. At the (dose of our 
second laCHSimile are the various cajjital letters taken from the ]>rinted pages of the 
Jhnaku, agreeing with those in the Bible and other works printed by him. 

* We are informed that the celebrated rorsoniim Gredt tjpe im cat from i Man i wcript of Euripidet in the 
library of Conptu Cluruti College, Ctmkbrid!,'c. 

t " No. 18e^ Two le»TCi on vellam. {Bantltergtc, typU A. J'ftter, ciret xooOLX.)" 
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n., in. DONATDS DB OCTO PASTTBDS OKAHONISw (Bsnioin o» Vaxiou Sism.} 
Pkmw wm Ifovuiu TTn» ii vm >t Albut Pvhtib at BAmnio, 

These taMtaSkB aire £roin fingmento of the Ihnatw pEinted wiili moveable 
in dMiaeter similar to the imtin^ They 
diew two diatiiictedMoika* the test being the Bame^ bat rem DitheBiitidi 
Museum and in the Bodleian Library ace numerous fragments of other editions in 
the same type. In the former library are the specimens obtained from the collec- 
tion of Dr. Klof«, among which are pages mifRcicntly perfect to s1j»mv {]mt the full 
pages of (nic edition contained tweuty-tive lines, and of the other tweiity-st'ven. Tn 
a portfolio containing early typoginphical fraguienittj, in the British Museum, iis a 
portion of a leaf 4^ another edition in the same type; its lines of text are, however, 
mudi longer, and give ihe page the appearance of a laxge quarto fonn. The many 
frac;mentB of the Donahues in the lype of Ffistor prove that nnmerous editions 
must have bew published. 

nr. BIBLIA 8ACBA LATINA.— « Vou. 

Without the name of j'^infer, place, or d"(p, hut printed iifith tj/jtr, tl<> mme 
or similar to that used by Fjister of Baniherg in a book dated 14(>1, and in anoUier 
bearinff hts name, dated 1462. 

The only ohject in ^viug this fac-sitnile is to shew, that, in the above celebrated 
and oft discuseed edition of the Bible, a type similar to that in the Donatuses was 
there used. The spedmen is taken from the dose of the seoond v«dume; and though 
the type appears somewhat thinner, that dieumstanoe merely anses from the coarser 
mode of -working off the pages ; tiiough, perhaps, a new fount may have been used. 

This marvellous production*, though printed in the infancy of the arc, shews that 
the invention had attained, almost as soon as promulgated, a state of perfection 
which was scarcely siii-pa-ssed in the edition of the Bible jtrinted by Gutenberg. 
The sharpness and clearness of the tyj)e, together with the hrm quality of the ]>aper. 
have never been excelled. Foiu" iiuiiihed years have now elapsed since the peri< d 
when those volumes were printed, and yet not a sheet of the paper throughout 
the copy preserved in the Royal Idbrary in the British Museum is injured by 
staint or mildew. Sudi, no doubt, is also the case with all the copies that have 
had any care bestowed upon them. 

* lliere is no proof whatever that Piister, or the Printer using this type, did not ia«uc the Bible earlier than 
ia generally suppowd. 

t rr. r.mong the book* printed doruig tbe laat three Inutdred Tean, eta b« fmuii a wodt m perfect 

and tree iVom bk-raish I 
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The fact tliat no colophon occurs in th^ volumes bearing the name of the 
printer, the date, or place of its issue, is another almost convincing proof that these, 
the earliest editions of the Holy Scriptures, wei-e sold as mamiHci ipts. What other 
object can be asgignetl for its omission, but that of palming off the productions of a 
newly discovered art as manuscript copies of the Bible (previously made at a very 
large cost), idth the view of obtaining oonffid»»blo gain. Oku yn mmder that 
the propriefcon of the aeoret ahould have Boooeeded in deodTing their poiebaaen 
in those day% when, in the nineteentii oentiiry, four hnndied yean afterwudi^ a 
fragment of a manuKript copy of the Doiuitm waa believed, by one of the most 
distinguished collectors of old books on the Oontinenfc, to be an impression firam a 
.Wtod-bloek ; and by others, as ha\ang been printed from moveahla tyj)^- .' 

We have been led by tlic fascination of the subject into a discussion somewhat 
irrelevant to what the Block-Books iniglit be supposed to raise. We will only 
now notice that among others of the earlier printers who issued editions of the 
Donaku was Gunther Zaiuer, using for them his weU-knonni and peooliar type, of 
whioh a fsm lines are given in the £M>4imiIe in plate xciY., No. 3. 
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ILLUSTRATED WITH WOOD-ENGRAVINGS. 

Ik dbsiiig our fiist Tolume vn&i uewnX £us-rimileB from books printed in 
HoUaiid with moveable tyget, our oljeet ^nm merely to diew tlial the engraviiig 
in the desigiis with whioh they are iUnatrated was to a certain extent omilar in 
Blyle to that need in mme of the Uodc-Booke aasigned to that eoimtiy; tiiongh 
we must admit that the wood-eogravings in some works printed by Yeldenei . 
Gerard Leeu, and others are reey ooanely executed and of a totally different 
character. 

Innumerable are the pictorially illustrattMl books that were issued during the 
fifteenth century in different parts of Germany from the presses of Pfister, Bambler, 
Batdolt, R^cr^ Berger, Sorg, Czainer de Reutlingen, Koberger, Rewich, Kiclid, 
and othen. G%ou^ the deagus in very many of these wozks are not -wanting 
in orighialitj or power of expression, yet they are for the most part engraved in 
a veiy rude and primitive manner* haring a great» resemblanoe to the style of 
those in the Block-Books known to have beeu executed in Germany. We must 
except, lioweWj the ilhistrations in the edition of Terence, printed at Strasbourg, 
by Gnminger, and in a few otlier books issued towards the close of the fifteenth 
and at the beginning of the sixteenth ccntuiy. Wc do not touch on the works 
printed in Italy, so estimable for their Vteautiful wood-enrrravings. A volume 
exhibiting the progress of wood-cnqiasiug lu Italy, with fac-aiuiiles fixim the various 
worics there published, would be a great acquisitim to the admhrara of that exquisite 
feeling in Design so remarlcable in the engravings of the descendants of the earliest 
Italian artista 

Numerous and well executed &c-similes, from many of the works we have alluded 
to, are f^ven in the Billiotheca Spenceriana, together, in many instances, \\ ith 
lengthened descriptions of the works themselves. We have, however, thought it 
npcpssary, with the view of exemplifying what we have stated in respect to Desii^n, 
to give fac-similes, iji the three folioA\nns]r })late^, of woodcuts from works j)rinted in 
Germany. Of the t}'pe of the two books printed by Pfister we have given copious 
&c-simile8, because they illustrate the type used in the Donatuses supposed to have 
been issued by him. Another reason for our doing so, that no satisfiw^tury fac- 
omile of the type of P&ter is given* in the B^iothtea JS^^eneeriana, with the 
descxiption of the two books from his press. 
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PLATE XCL 

HISTORIC JOSEPHI, DAKIEUS. fixe. GE&UANICE. 
PBnntD ar Auwt Ftwibb, at "Buamm, l4iBtc—RUt. 

Our two fac-similes are from the copy in the library of Earl Spenoeor. They 
comprise the firat design, four lines of text from fol. It^ and the colophon at the 
close of the work. As the contents of this volume are fully (lc'scril)ccl in tho 
BiMrotheca Spenceriana, vol. i., pp. 94-100, Ave ^^'\\\ merely quot<^ tlie opening M ords 
of the Reverend Author of that work. "There is probably not a much aeaiwr book 
in existence than the present one. No other copy is known, except that which is in 
the Imperial library at PbziB * We hovevor dose tliis tvlef notice with tike 
annexed translaUon of the edcphon, of which we have given a &o-flimile. 

''Every man from hia heart dtmres that he moy be prudent and weU learned. 
As a man cf Letters thu cannot always he, since toe do not all understand Latin. I 
hare there/ore thottght very much on this subject ami have hrevghi fcur histories 
together Joseph Daniel and also Judith and Hester likeieise very properly which 
the Lord may preserve as he toatches over all that is good and seems to improve 
our lives. 

" Tfiis book has received its end at JBambcrg in Uie town wl^ere Albrech Pjister 
lias printed it in the year one thousand and four hundred and two and sisetyt 
ffuCs is true; not lon^ after Saint Walpur^s day (27 of F^.) vko wQl procure 
grace for us. Peace and eternal J^fe w&wA ^ Lord may grant to us.— Amen." 

In the BMiotheea SpeneerianOf yoL i, p, 8, paitioular mention is made of 
the copy in the Imperial Library at Paris, respecting which C^us, in 1799, 
also wrote a minute, elaborate, and interesting aeooun^ aecompanied with £m»- 
Mmiles and plates of the ■water marks. 

An edition, however, of these histories, commouly called " Bonner's Fables," was 
printed by Pfister a year eivrlier. We subjoin a fac-simile of the last five lines of the 
colophon of that edition, taken from one made at Paiis in 1817 by Mr. Foss, tho 
copy of the woik being at that time in the Imperial library, bat since restored to 
the library of the convent at Wolfenbuttel, whence it had been sent by the order 
of the Emperor Napoleon on his oonqnest of Gennany. 

pintimtotierre il|etuma*S>otnan2alr utuletu 
ons Dot Cetmc ptag ^^mm^ 
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ft tmiltt tf bttniff batn*2)a (praifi ttc btmiffnipm 
ttiaa rtri man Km man tim tm Dtr bmiig btgttt m 
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brin m mo baffmfdi onii (nrati^^ 2)fcmmrcb bed 

^'n mttib mmrdi nnn kmm gm-Wa^ txmttiav^ 
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fttn^^o hut! mit all auib ntt latnn - iZ>arauff ban 
! tb m tril gcbatbt « Bnb niic btSodi 2u famm pra^ 
rl}^lo^rpb banicl tm antb inbttb* btBtt amti 
nm guttm Qtb^bit ntfr b^ got m ftinn: bm«i)ld it 
nocb re b! gutm d|m«l^ar bmtb mit imrmt tmfo 
i rbMZ)! nuiblrin rft Cmt mto gtbt^r^in bambcrgb 
in brr felbt Bm-iDaa albmbt pfifbt gcbnitbit bat 
2)0 ma salt mnrnn tin otrcbff Dm tax* 1m zmmtnb 
rrcbKtgSr bae ift tnar^Hit langnaib fanb malpnr 
gen tag^Jbk mia mot gnab ftbtcbm mag^fdb tm 
bao nQiglebt^2)a8 maUritnBgotallfgtbf^/tm! 
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BIBLIA PAVPESDM. QEBHANICE. 

Here we have the first paj^^e from a coloTired copy, also in the library of 
Earl 8peucer. This work is quite a.s rare as the preceding, but it is without date or 
printer's name. It may be considerecl as one of the most interesting volumes 
that have been issued in Germany with moveable types, intermixed with pictorial 
iUiistaratioiiB; many of the deeagns are wrtihy to be conwdered the work of an 
artiBt^ and axe eogiaTed in a mnoh nun« detieate stylo than thoee in the iffiBtories of 
Josepb, etc The fibO-ainUes of the tjrpes lued in this and the preoedii^ work show 
that they are of the same fount; for although the type of the BiUia Paupttrum is 
much worn, having probably been printed after many impresBions had been taken fxS 
in The fftstorie.9, yet if the reader ^vill take tlie measurement of ten lines of tlie one 
and compare it M'itli ten lines of the other, lie will find tliey correspond exactly. 
This is the most obvious way (as we have often j)reviousiy oL)ser\ed) by which 
the ulentity of type can be determined, when tlie text is j»rinted without any 
space between the linea But should the one work be leaded and the other solid, 
we must have recourse to other methods to prove the identity ; sodi as minutely 
examining the &oe of the same letter, and eoinpaiing the qiaoe ooeupied by the 
same word in the two wwks. A slight variation in the appearance of the same 
letter, possibly almost in juxta-position, may be accounted for by supposing, as 
must unquestionably have been the case, that, during the progress of printing, 
Phstcr found it ncccssar}' to replenish his fount, and by ximn^ the new -nnth the old 
(which often happens at the present day), the same letter would exhibit a greater 
or less degree of perfection. 

Heineckeu, very erroneously, places this edition of the BiUia Paupemm among 
the Block-Books^ and gives, pp. 327—33% a very lengthened detail of its contents, 
to which, as we do not profiess to describe fully such woiks printed with moveaUe 
types, we are content to reiSBr.our readna 

The Library of Earl Spencer contains a copy of another edition, wherein the 
samf wood-blocks were used ; the difference being, that the text is in the Latin 
language. The edition appears to have been unknown to Heinecken and to 
Camus, though the latter gave, in the Memoires de VlmtUnf (vol. ii., Ap])en(l., 1821, 
p. 4), a particular and interesting account of the German edition. Tlie copy in the 
Spencer collection was obtained from the late Sir Mark Mastermau Sykes, in 
you II. BB 
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exchange for some Aldine classics. At the end of it occurs one of the engrftvcd pageB 
of the "Allegory of Death, or Complaints against Death," a part of which impres- 
sion is given in fac-siniilc opposite p. 104, vol. i. of the liibliothecd Sp&nceriana. 
Of the Allegory of Death there is a perfect copy in the Imperial Library at Paris. 
It was also issued from the press of Pfister, and is illustrated with five wood- 
fioigraviugs occupying the rectoB of five of the pages. A dfsoriptioii of each oulv 
taken from the aoconnt pron bj Camua^ wfll be fonnd In ihe note to p. 103, in voL i. 
of the Spenoer catalogue. 

We have had occasion to notice the peculiarly heavj appearance of the Pfister 
type represented in our £ac-siniile of the Spencer copy of tibe Hittorim Josephi, etc. 
Our fac-simile has been niade vriih the f:^eatest care; and however much the Paris 
(the only other co])y of the same work known) may differ in (juality of impression (if it 
does), yet we are at a loss to account for the ver)- uneven appearance exhibited in the 
fac-simile given by Dr. JTalkeubteiu (p. 138) of the samu last six Hues of the text as 
given by na. I^om wboliappentohaYeaoopy of theiroi^of I>r. Falkenstdn'iHll 
obeenre, tbal^ at the end of the fourth line, in the woid **wjipu»" the letter I haa 
an exereeoenoe on the left aide, wMeh ia not in tiie iSjpmotfr oopy, or in the Ihe-atmile 
of the aame given fay WMsr. The fte-ainiOe in Dr. Falkenatein'a book ia executed in 
wood, and does not at all convey to the eye the real character <^ the t}'pe used fay 
Pfister. Tt either has been very careloRsIy cut, or the copy was incorroctly draMTi 
on the worvr] The several ffvc-similes given also by Dr. Kalkenstein (pp. 85-6) from 
the Cdtom-x J)idiirha, Fdt'ttut' Mortil' s, Ludacicius de llomn, arc by no meauH such 
as to enable any one to form a correct opiniou of the type \i\ which those works are 
printed. The learned author* hovever, haa done wondeva in producing iritfajn n 
few monilia ao good a record of the General History of Printing; and ia therefore 
ftdly «ititled to be allowed hia own request^ of not paanng "too men mHeim'" on 
the detaala of hia laboma. 
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PLATE XCin. 



SPIEGEL DER MENSCHUCHEN BEETALTNISSE. 

BEnsiiART RicnF.r. i.v BassEl. mcccclxxvi. — Folio. 

I., II., III. It is remarkable that thia work is not incluilcd in tlip Bi'hl>j>thera 
/S/>e7jcma»*a Catalogue*, as there is a copy in that "jtrraud liljrary, which is so famoua 
thioughont the civilized world," and which has been consulted, comparatively 
speaking, but by few persons for years pajst. 

In makuig tbis remark, we observe that it is equally applicable to the greator 
portum of tlie more eztenaTe libnuies^both pofalio and piiTBte^ which aie not witlim 
theH^KoiKdi^ theoeatieof Uteraini^ Look at the treaaorea that are depoaited 
at Oxford and Camloidge: in the Ibrmer, more particularly, the celebrated " Douce 
Collection." We would by no means have it implied from this observation, that 
there is the Rinallest diflSculty in obtaining access to the rarities in these libraries. 
It is with moat persons, as with us, the distance only that precludes frequent acces.s 
to such oollection.s. Tlu> <rreater;t courtesy is always exhibited by the Owners and 
Curators of such libraries toward.s visitors desiroiis of examining their treasures, 
• aa we have had ooeaenon more particularly to notice m the prefiiae to our work. 

Beverting to the edition of the Spemttmin imder consideratioD, we find that the 
text is Olnstratod with 278 wood-engravings, of whioh S57 «ra, with the exception 
of two deognfl^ the same as were afterwards worked off separately, forming the 
volume some years since in the White Knight collection; the additional twenty- 
one ari.sini; from the repetition of sevoral i)f the designs. 

Our fac-similes give a specimen of the text, as also the colophon and device of 
the i)rintcr, together with one of the designs. 

lu the description, pp. 78 et seij., in the present volume, of the series of wood- 
engravmgs in the lihrazy n/t the late Ifr. Perkmsii we haye notified, p. 6S^ that the 
two deeugns given hi fao^nmile at p. 83» are very differaitly treated to Ihoae used in 
the illnatralion of the edition pdnted by BieheL Li order to exemplify that fiwst, 
we have given them in the ensuing plate, xcit., Nob. 4 and & 

* The work of Dr. Dibdin conuias a de.-scriptioa of only a portioa of this extensive and most valuable 
VksKCf. A», lMwr«Ter. it pta f eaaw to d<wrihe tbe icw inteiwtmg irarh printed in tftemrii ceatiiiy, it u 

llic mure rcmarlvalilr thnt T)r. Dilxlin tboold ItftTO OBUttsd thw TOltRIW S UOn ptZtiCIOjuIj M W BO WWk fioB 

the press of Michel i» there described. 

BB2 
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PLATE XOm (conHnwdJ. 

8PECULUU HUMAHf fllALYATIONIB. LATtNE ET GEBMANICE. 
Sm vxxi mvAt ud Avamtm Vimduicb na GonHttvit i» Zaikib* n Bsviumn, 

Ill, ASS IV. Odb only object in fpmiog the fihO-BumleB firam this edttioiit 
of the JSp&euhm, is simply to shsw the style of the numerous engnmngs irith 
which the text is illustrated: the one gives the commencement and woodcut on 
the recto of the second letrf, the other the colophon at the close of the volume. 

The work is fully described in the BiMiofheca Spencerianrt, vol. iv. pp. 9-17, where 
ten of the wood-engravings are ^ven in fac-siniile. There is one point, however, to 
which we are desirous of drawing the attention of our readers. 

The volume is piiiitetl iu that peculiar, metal-looking type also used by Gunther 
Zainer at Augsburg, a specimen oi which, with his name as the pzinter, we have 
giym, Na hi our fSuMdmOes of T^fpcffraphp of JF^eenth Cenim^.'* Now, in 
oonseqnence of the name of John ooeurring in the last three lines of ibis editkm of 
the Speculum, Dr. Dibdin has, contrary to the opinion of all other bibliographers, 
thou^t that the volume may have issued from the press of John Zainer at Ulm. 
We beli{n-p the words " a me fratre Johanno" refer mei'ely to tlie editor of the work. 
In support of his opinion. Dr. Dibdin observes (p. D): " Its clKiracter resembles that 
of some of the books by this j>riuter; but the .mwp chn rn' ter was al.'^o used by Jobn 
Zainer (see fac-simile, p. 241, of vol. i.) at Ulm, and it tlitrefure remains doubtful 
to whidi of these two printers it belongs.'* We have given in plate zciy., Noo. 1 
and 3, a oopy of that fac-^mile of the type used \/j John Zainer, bdng fixxn sn 
edition of the Fables of .^iaop, printed at Ulm, without date, as also that of the eloae 
of the volume bearing his name as the printer of the work. 

These fac-similes are given in order that our readers may compare the type used 
by John Zainer with that in the Speculum printed by Gunther Zainer. It ^\iIl 
clearly seen by the measurement of four lines, that the type in the former is a m.^ 
smaller, and that, though the f'onuatiou of the letters is somewliat siuular, yet the 
type is not of the same fount; but it is the same as that used by G unifier Zainer 
in his other works. As before noticed, the type used by him is peculiar, inde- 
pendent of its accurate horisontal lining. We are at a loss to ondorstand how 

* Sometimes spelt Zeiner and Cttintr. 

t In a copy po$isc8«ed by Mr. Fkher o(Qneen-ii<iuarc, the revem «f tbe teeond of the prebtory lesmii 
doubly printed, a very unu.sual circitmstaiiee. As the corresponding page doea not exhibit ai cone « paiiJ'' g 
pucklc, it irotdd aLmwt prove that each page waa printed leparatelj. 
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~7\~S\ 3f> gotten nammcn a/ 
nien 4|^'g xoh^t an citi 

^ (picgcltjermcnfcblfth 
cn Krbattmric In fcem 
$co(f CTct wurt 6 vaic 
ICB mewfcbcn 'Onb bk 



teB toifcerbrmgcnfccd* 'TIndiTcm fpicgcl 
mag fccr mcfcbc crkcnnc vmb wau facl>e 
berTcboipf cr aiicjU rote wart ^sn mcfcb 



GeTRVCK€T DVRCH BBRN* 
HART RICHGL ZV BASGL DO 
MAN Z ALT VON CRISTVS G€ 
BVRT M-CCCC LXXVI^VE SA* 
NT GILG€NOBeNT*:* 





IV 



<£>ot bat auf geficrt Oir nfp t>oti QDam vnt Dataup 
gemacbct^uam. 




Qaeffit aut ao mulietan fDlani fine tiro epftenton 
Cluia folum foalius itdpit b^aMuQ cfm fbacc ba« 
faoitoh.De cepit ita^ b^^abotS manrm ncatn ^oam 
^Incyucensfug ome gaius bumanu moBtcni fcuam. 



v 

(f BTCph'dtbumaneg^ falucis (uinula plane 
a me Fcatte ^lobanne tax patn rcbini 0 altnc 

ttcbnDutrpuco quafimininiDtiiDnacbo. ^ 



1 



tncefoatiO tmoca qnarrta tj<cfe/<^tm<a lo<p»^Cet 
ieftmotD lomtationfrnfledfttebatti tninoti am 

bsiinmininon dfoemnt* 

II 

(i:<5eem>eelliti^ton 

III 

quomodo ictMmpti fuinQS fanmiine ctifU vt nuilo 
tnotN> fmlhcmc fantnm haidkcmtn nMs,fle ftmt 
Homatf m^mMmm*Bt fu qutTquiiic a lignis 
aMafism Igmm |ff otduntnr.^Ita ne ncBjpoft bmc 
t^itig tan qua &e mebio cddefte tDlUtnise.6t tanqui^ 
paUee.6t edaquifqunlf in igncm pidai^.jLbi ccgD 
nniic fijES ftnt osBDanoRtsi l^i ma IE gati^ia amen« 
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the leamefl atitlior of tlio Bthliotheca Spencerinna could consider the types of the 
two works roferred to to be of the same character, unless he meaat thereby that 
they were; i nttlf: similar. 

Johu Zamer of Ulm was m foud of decorating the works issuing from his press, 
M CSiutliber Gainer of Augsburg, as leen in his edition of "Boeeaeeau de (Ram 
MuUer&uSt" piinted in 14^, of wUc3l a faH aooounlt, wiUi ten of the dei^pu, is given 
in the 3Alie^wt JS^wumana, toL 17. ppi. 580-6. 

There ore several other editions of the Speculum, profbsely illustrated with 
wood-engravings. Tliat published at Augsburg by Peter Berger, in 1489, is remark- 
able for the peculiar character a[ its tyj^e, and the rudeness of its pietorial illustra- 
tions. 



PLATE XaV. 



I. and II. Copies of the fac-similes of the type used by John Zainer of Ulm, as 
referred to in the preceding page. 

III. A few linee from an edition of the Zhnaius printed bjr Ghmther Zainer, 
given for the purpose of the more easy comparison of the type nsed liy him and- 
John Zaincr. 

TV. and V. The two designs from Richel's edition of the Spenilum, referred to 
p. 187. They are accurately copied, and serve to shew that the wood-blocks must 
have be( n nuu li used after the impressions forming the series in the library of the 
late Mr. Perkins had been worked off. 
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PLATES XOV. ASD ZCVI. 



tITERA INDUIjCENTIABITII. 

Datbd 1454 AND 1465. 
(From Vopiet in the Library of Eaki. i>FBicciia and in the BKi'iiiiU Musbvm.) 

The TiiTF.R.T; Ikdulgentiarttm, or Letters of TndTiTgcnce* ])niited on small sheets 
of jiarchmoiit, on one side only, form a \ery iinjiortarit feature amoii^( tlic very 
earlu'st sjx'ciniens of typo^n-aphy that have escaped the ravages of time. They are 
not only historically interesting, but are extremely ho bibliogiaphically, as, coupled 
-with the ihct of thi^bearmg indisputaUe dates, they oontain typographieaL evfdenoe 
of theor conii«d<m (to a certain degree as belicfved) inth tlie pxinting; /Sra^ of the 
Masarme BiUo, Bui^xned to littve emanated from flie sonroes of the then "mm 
perfected" art of printing; as practiaed by John Gutenberg, in the city of Mentz, 
between the years 1450 and 1450; and, secondly, of the edition of the Bible printed 
in the t>'i>e known to have been used by Albert Pfister, at 13anibcrg, as early as 1461. 

The Printing of these Indulgences wjis iti all probability, kno\Mi only to the 
Le<^ate who issued them, and to the workmen who executed them. It is also 
probable that the fact of then* being impressed on vellum, from moveable type (if 
such is the case), was a point that never attracted the no^ of the ledpients, ercn 
True they known to have been ao, who oai^ed little how they were ezecnted, so that 
they weoie entitled to the benefits they profeaaed to oonfio'. 

* iNDVLOEVCEa, in the Bomiiili theology the remiuiaa of a pimighment due to a sin, granted by tine 
GhaK!b,sndrappoMdtonTel3i0«ni]ierfiwPtvB«tfl«f. TIw BoiiMwiiite ftond thwir mdnIgeBCM on the 
trc.isunj of the merits of Je«U8 Chri-t, the Iluly Vircin, and all At Stitttly irlndl tbey tUppOM the dnDch-laB 
a right of dittributing by ▼irtue of the commimion of Satnts. 

TIi«te Indn^^cM were fint inyented, in dw derenth eentaiT', by Pope Gngoiy VIL, Victor, 

"Urban II., a.R .1 rrrnmpense to those eni^nirrd upon wild ctiterprize of toinjurrmg the Holy LunJ. 

It was the great abuae of Indulgences that contributed not a little to the first refonnatioa of religion ia 
Gemuiiy : whereiiL Ibrtim Lather h^gen intto decfaun egitint die preechen ef ladBlgeiicei^ end iftennndi 
against IndolgeDeee themaelTM: hn^imce that time, the Fk^ee have been nore Bpuiiig hi the eaeceue of lUi 
power. 

The Pope alto gnatecl tniUe of Fleimiy Indnlgeuee to eevenl Cburchea, Hotunleriee, and even private 
pcnonii ; and it was not uncommon to have general Indulgences for the time of the principal feast of the '^r. 

The Indulgences were fiumed out to Ihoae of other ooontriOf to the higheit bidders, who, to make the best 
of flunr bargains, procnred die aUeet pradien to extol die fdtw of duir ware ; dieir crimet were nnd> ted 
the remission of them set up to auction. 

Indulgence, or Indulfo, signifies also a ipecul £tTor, or privilege, conferred either on « oonmonity, or a 
pactieular person, by the Pope's bulls ; in Tiitue whereof die party is Hcemed to do or to obtexB eone thing 
eotttnuy to tlic intention imd disposition of the canon kw. The InduUo of Cuduub ii e liceeee fiir htUng 
regular aa well as secular benefice! m nmmmd€mt or rrmrimiiiig Aem, etc., etc. 
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The ludolgences of a mori> early {)('rio(l may have been written by the scribe in 
characters very similai' in form to tliose uuder consideration. The uewlj-discovered 
«rt of cutting letterai, and oompoeing sentencee or pages tndi aaovoablo types, by 
which the labovn of the scribe were Bopeneded* became no doubt known to the 
Authoritiee ot the Chmdi ooon after it was pmetiaed: thenoe the adaptation of the 
discovery to these hitherto written document^ The Indiilgenoea. There is veiy little 
doubt but that thousands of these documents wen issued in the years 1454 and 
1455, duriiifi: the popular Cnisades of the Christians against the Turks. "Wc shall 
have occa.siou to notice that some of tlie Indulf^eneos bearing the printed date of 
1454 were not issued until 1455; the ihite hAws merely altered by the pen, thus 
proving thai » luimber of copies were kept on iiaud ready for immediate use. 

Tbdr typographical connexioi with tiie Mmarim and ^ritr editions of the 
ffilde^ is presumed fsom the use of two ]inee» and the fikct that a iisw words m the 
body of flie Dooummits axe printed in a missal aj)paivn% cut by the same 
hand, or oast from the same maitricee^ as were employed for these editiona While, 
however, the larger type in the letter dated 1454^ in plate xcv., agrees' with that in 
the Mazarine, and the larjiifer letter in the Document dated 1455, appears, at first 
sight, to coiTespond with tliat in the Fjister Bible, yet the initial letters employed 
therein differ in character firom any that are used in those Bibles, or in any other 
printed work. 

It isA lemaricable fMSt that no woric printed witii the smaller type used in these 
DocnmoLts has yet been diecoTCTed. The l^pe of the Oonihofiieon printed at Meats 
in 1460 is of a veiy similar character, but mneh smaller; and we may remark, 
thaty while tiie type in many other of the earlier printed booics appears at 
£rst sight to be the samOi yet a minute examination proves tiiat not to be the 
case. 

Those who are acqu^ted with the various types used by the earliest printers, 
and have had occasion to compare tliem, with the view of assii^^ning the name of a 
printer to a work which has none, cannot fail occa^ioually to have observed a 
differance in the Jtorm cf the tame letter^ which, prcsimiing the type to have been 
castt it would be difficult to account far. 

In comparing the ssvraal Tarieties of lype used in the editions of the B^piculvmt 
the Dimaiiu^ the Mazarine Bible, and in many of the more esriy specfanois of 
typography, we have been forcibly struck with the above-mentioned &ct^ but this 
remark is ])articularly a])plieable to the smaller types used in the Letters of Indul- 
genee. t)ur fae-siniiles from these relics liave been executed with the fj're'itcst care, 
and may therefore be deiiended \\\)0}X for the pur-pose of minute compaiisou. On a 
careful examination it vnM be seen, that, with very few exceptions, the same letters 
differ in shi^ and sise^ so mudi so, that mechanically they could iwt have been cast 
from a «iKilm^ unless there were as many matrices as varieties in the form of the 
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letters. In casting letters, ni.aiiy ones are produced; but suck imperfec- 

tions do not aflfect their general character either in form or size. 

In the two plates ^xov, and xcvi.) of fac-similea from these Indulgences, we have 
in the larger type no less than four varietieB of the miUal letter M. therefoxe^ 
these letters vere eaeth we majr fiurly preeume that the printer must have also had 
a Bunilar variety in all the other initial letters of the alphabet. Such variations in 
the same letter have, however, never been found in any printed work. Owing to the 
slight breakages that occur in two of the initiala, we are induced to think the 
originals were of wood. 

FrovQ these observations, we coine to the conclusion, tliat it was not till some 
time after the invention of ])rintinir that the art of catstiiiy type from the matrix 
became generally known and successfully practised. We believe, that, in the infancy 
of the art of printing, the letters were ctti* by the hand, and, in many instance^ 
two letters were joined together; that i% a conaooant with the various vowels^ as 
^ he, U, hOf htf and fly, and so on through the alphabet, for the purpose of fodli- 
tadng the cmn|iositaon of words; and witli the same object oontracUous aJao were 
used. This practice^ however, was diseomtinued at a subsequent period, when the art 
of casting typo became almost universally known. At the present period, the only 
letters that are cast dmihle nre /i, ff . f , /// . These are so because the curved 
top of the /overliangs its body, and would otherwise ride against tlie h:tters ? and I. 
Dipthongs> which may be considered as coutiactions^ sure also cast on one stem- 
Within the last year (1855), HeBsra. I|gg^n% the eminent type founder^ have 
isBued, for a very benevolent purpoeef, an almost foo-stmile reprint of " The Game of 
IBB Chbss* bt Wiluak GAzxo]f,1474.'' For this purpose they cut a fount of type after 
the original. In doing this they discovered the great variety of form in many of the 
same letters, whidh led them to believe that the letters were not oast from a matrix, 
Imt cut by hand: an opinion we had lon^ before conceived in respect to some of 
the very earliest efforts of the Art of Printing. 

• The operation of cutting the type required the trrratrtt ■slcill. Tt wn^ Ti-it t^c work of an orrlinary 
mechanic, but of the skilful engravtn'. Fuat, Mcutelliu, Finiguerni ; Dunne, who was employed by Gutenberg 
for Hino yean, and, laadj, Cenaiiiiii of Ploreaoe, wwe all either dirjf»ofrapM, OIuniiMrtor* ; dakoffn^fii, 

4llgraTer>! on mrfal ; nr 'joltshrifirn. irolilsiiutVis. 

In the celebrated " Paz of the Astumption," formerly in the Seratti Collection, engraved by Finiguerra of 
Florence, w to be wen the onlf known imtaaeo of ibe peodiarly-fiuned letter B, which oceor* in the (^pe of 
\ oluuii ^ 1>> M>me Mipposr d to have been printed bjr MentdUa, dbou^ no book beaiing hia name at the printer 
has been found to contain it. 

Was Fhtignerra induced to quit Florenee, and enter into the lernce of Futi Sdioeliin-, or Mentellhi, ai 
one of their fcrnt irorlmm ' Or did Finigucrrii Lrcomii' the " uiilncxrn printer" as Dr. Dilxliii Ji---ij?nate» 
him ? We arc inclined to the latter opinion, and that he probably printed, at an early period, the Bible 
commonly called the ''B. Bible," nnder the anepices of Pope Sixtoa IV, dated at Borne 1478, printed triA 
letlcps from the tame fount. 

t The endowment of " The Printers' Ainuboosea " at Wood Green, Tottenham. 
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Though iu our precediDg volume, pp. 170-1, we have given an extract upon type- 
founding, yet we think the following observations may not be out of place reapectr 
ing that art:— 

The Matrix. Many are the authors who hftTO written on the Art of FkiiitiDg, 
and yrt bow few of th^ hare ezpilamed the pradiGal meamng of the word matrix. 
The actual process of TWfHfciftg moveable type was of so simple a natui-e, that it 
became necessary to envelope the discovery of the art with such a degree of 
tnyster}' as to make the ordinary mechanic consider it to be \mattainable. It may 
be stHted in a few words. In the manufacture of type the following was the 
process adopted : 

L An Artist designa the form of the lettera^ mltial, oapitaJ, and small letters, and 

italic. 

II. All Engiaver then cuts th(>iu in relief on soft steel; the steel is afterwards 
" case-haxdened," and the letter thus formed is called the "Punch." 

in. A piece of oopper is then impressed with the jmneh, and fonns what is catted 
the fRoMx, which is afterwards actuated and fixed in a mouldy into which 
the hot metal or lead is poured* forming the tjrpe. 

From this it k seen, tha^ as l<mg as the original, engraved pun^ xema&is uninr 
jiired, it is capable of bdng used for the mnltiplicalion cf matrices to a oomsiderable 
or any extent 

Mr. Figgins, in his "Remmrka^ pk 2, to his rqpdnt of Caxtoi's "Game of the 
Cftesse," observes that Caxton, "our oonntryman, was totally ignorant at the time 
of its introduction, and apparently for some years after, of the process of casting 
types ;" adding, in a note, the following ol>servations respecting the secresy Avith which 
some of the processes of the Art were concealed even till within the last half centuiy : 

" The mystery thrown over the operations of a type-foundiy witiun my own 
recollection (thirty-four years), and the stitt greater secresy which had existed in 
my fikther's experimc^ testifies that the Art had been perpetuated by a land of 
Ihnidioal or Masonic induction from the first An anecdote of my fiMher's early 
struggles may iUustrate Ihis. At the death of Mr. Joseph Jackson, whom my fiither 
had served ten years as apprentice and foreman, there was in progress, for the 
University press of Oxford, a new fount of double-pica Greek, wliich had progressed 
untler my father s entire management The then Delegates of that press (the 
Rev. Dr. Raiidolph and Rev. W. Jackson) suggested that Mr. Figtrins should finish 
the fouut himsielf. This, with other offers of support from those who had previously 
known him* was the genn of his prosperity (which he always gratefully acknow- 
ledge!^. But. when he had undvtaken this wor^ the difficulty presented ttsel^ 
that he did not Imow wh«e to find the punch-cntta'. No <m» knew Ms addraas; 
but he was supposed to be a taU man, who came in a mysterioos way occadonalfy; 
VOL. n. oo 
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whose name no one know, but lie went by the sobriquet of ' the Black ^Tau.' Tliia 
old jrentlenian, a, ^■ery clever nieclianlc, lived to be a pensioner on my father's 
bounty,— gratitude is, j)erliap.s, a bctrer word. I knew liim, and could never under- 
stand the origin of his soitriquei, unles.s 'black' was meant for dark, my^lcriouE^ 
from the mannflr of Us earning and gomg from Vtc. JwSkaas^B iaaoArf.*' 

Had CaztODf the Fatiier of Engliali Typography, used only one sort of type in 
the numeroue works which iasaed from his ^aeeBB, we might feel inclined to ^;ree 
with ICr. Figg^ut that Ctezton might have been "toiaUff ^fnorant of the proeeu 
of castinff types," his previous occupation as a merchant, and then, a^ it were, at a 
Court, not being congenial ■with such an ocrnpation. Caxton, however, during the 
very few years he [iractised the Art of i'rinting, made use of no fewer, we Viclii ve, 
than six (Uli'erent sorts of type, alt of which present as many varieties in the forms 
of the same letters aij are found in the type he used for hia Book on Chess. 

Gaztcni redded for some years at Bruges*. He was attached to Che houiehflld cf 
Charles (the son of Fbiltp Duke of Burgundy), the husband of Maigaret of Yori[. 
afterwards his Great Pab-onees. There is very littte doubt but that ere he com- 
menced the businees of printing, he was thorouglily acquainted with the Art^ gaiuiug; 
probably, his knowledge from John Brito, his friend, fellow townsman, and inventor 
of that pecidiarly characteristic t}7>e used by Caxton. That he ]irinted an Edition 
of the "Game of the ('heme" at Bruges, ere he came to Euglaud, is distinctly 
stated in his preface to the Edition printed in thi.s country. In writing of his 
labours he states: "And whan I so Jiotl achz/cixd Hie sayd transladon, I dydv 
doo sette *» enprynte a e$riejf» wmhn of iheym, whiehe anon wre depeMhed md 
aolde." Such evidence as this is decisive. Though ty^e of a nmilar diaraeter 
was made and used by John Brito of Bruges there exists no book printed tj 
Oaxtom in type cast from the same matncee; nor has there been disooTcred any 
book printed by Brito, or any other person, in the tbjIous tj^pes used by Caxton. 
Consequently, we may fairly presume that Caxton superintended the making of his 
own types, whether cffst from matrices ina<le froin engraved punches, or cut by the 
hajid; using, in either case, a combination of some lettei*s and contractions, for the 
greater convenience of compressing, as was done in regard to numy of the letters in 
the editions of iixaSpeadim and. thei)i>na^«8«» previously issued in Holland. 

At the dose of his Gaxtonian reprint, Ur. Figgina. after briefly alludiag to 
Gutenberg; the Mazarine Hble. thei'^aZmortim Codex, printed in 1457» at Ment^by 
Fust and Schoeffer, ndatesf that "the dty of Ments had been sacked, all its printero 

* Caxtmi, u bit FlwlDgtie to "Bmut^ of A « Sitting of TVvyv,** lUtes, ** And (I) have ootatjnwil I7 

the space of xxx ycre fi r tlip most parte in tlic t >;nti ( ■, i^l" llr;ibant, FlaDflif >, llol iiul and Zeolaml." Considering 
that Um Fjrologae was not written later than 1471, Caxtou must Lave been in Holland, or the Loir Coontnes, 
yrbm ikt Aitof Printio; was diKOTOred. 

t Whether there is any real uuthonty for this liiistorical information, we know not. Johnson, in the opening 
of his " Tjfpogn^ia," give* the moat conci«e account of all the argumenta that have been brought ibfwanl 
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dispeiiied, and their tyipea probably melted into bullets; the type-fouudry was 
destroyed, and the dispersed printers were left once more to fora^ out the new 
method of producutg their materials." 

The relatioiL (rf JmiiuB in respect to the robbeiy of the l^pes used by Lawrence 
Coster, is not more definite than tiie preceding account of the destruction of the 
type used in the MasMrine Bible, the Codex, etc. Whatever may have been the 
actual circumstances connected with the one and the otliw, the result of both is 
about tiie same' namely, that — 

No book harj ever hvvn discovered printed with ty])e of })reci8ely tlie same 
character as tliat of the Don'ttiisr.<t and t^jH-cnhun, aveiTcd by tlie claimants of Holland 
for the discovery of the Ai t of Printing, to be the productiou of Lawrence Coster. 

Nor has any book been as yet found printed in a enmilar type to that of the 
Mazairvne Bible, ayeired fay the daimante of Hents to haye been issued in that dty 
by John Gutenbeig. It is a most remaricafale fact, notwiUistanding we have 
bistorical evidence of the connnexion of Gutenberg with the Art of Printing, that 
no bode should bear his name* as the printer, while generally the colophons of 

TMUMH author* in the Harlem and Mcntz controversies, and %\aXcs, p. 22 : " Wc arc informed that the l^Ientz 
printers, in order that the Art might not be divulged, administered aa oatk of Becresy to «U whom tfaey employed. 
This appears to have been Htiictly adhered to until the year 1469, at which period the dty was sadcd and 
plandered by Archbishop Adnlpbua: ita fiwiKW ris^t* ^^'^ Iraiiciuses were alio abolished. Amid the constc ma- 
tion occa^iuntd by this rxfTanrtJinary cvpnt, the workmen of the ^lentz press, considering their oath of fidelity 
BO longer biudiug, now became free agents, and spread themselves in different directions. By this circumstance, 
the hitherto great mystery was rapidlj earned lihrongh a considerable portion of Bmope. The places whidi 
Mccivpti it mrly, after some time commenrc-d a con<*Dtion for the merit of Llio Jiseovr^r)' ; wliicL lias givr n rise 
to the disputes we are now endeavouring to rccijucilc." Wc presume ilr. t'iggiua takes iiis authority from the 
abore olMemtkMu hf lohnaon. 

• Tn the Pembroke Library, at Wilton House, there is a fTnall fi>lio edition of the four Dialogues of St. Gregory. 
It is printed in a rude type, in double colunms, lia\-ing at the lower part of the last page, in red, the fotbwing : 

''lyyiiift Uftic 4a«tai Bfaibgn* gngpitt. 
Xixtttxit \)0t op' s.inrtiim til prr 9a^an duttrnbrrgiuni a^iull arjmtiinmi armo tmTf«3fmo ccccLvrn." 

I>uriiig the autumn of la^t year, being in Wiltshire, I availed myself of again inspecting, with the kind 
penmaauni «f Ibr. Siihiey Herbert, the aemnl Bloek.BooikB in diat Cdleetaoiu Ere I left die lihraiy. I had 
Mjain ocrri'-ion tn co to tin- l)ciok-ca»c containing the Block-Books, -when T met with the copy of the Dialogues 
alluded to ; the colophon attracting ray particolar notice, — so much so that I made a copy of it, with the view of 
foiAer inqtdiy. On mentioDiBp the anbject to Mr. Henry Fon, he atated, Aat, many year* ago, when being 
omployef! in tlir Liltnirv. ctJU5C(jufiit ou llic ilcatli I'f ilic Li'.r Earl of Pembroke, lirj saw tlir book, and from 
what ho recollected of it, he considered the colophon to be a forgery, or rather an addition of comparatively late 
date, aa noticed by Bmnct, *'miiier^pfMn iovUfou faitt d fa matHfrt^nenmiteparieeeitfiaitee"—" Ifanod 
dn librairc," vol. ii., p. 454. It was certainly rather dusk at tlio Umv of my seeing it, but there did not appear 
to me anything in it to warrant rach a ooncliision : rare, however, is it that the o^nion of Mr. Foai hai been 
fennd to be erroneoui. 

Inasmuch as the earliest dated book known to Vi;iv< brtn )ir'Liit< d at Strasbourg is the Dteretum Otviiiim, 
ham the press of Eggestfyn, in 1471, thiHam years later, it is very desirable to aacertain whether the aaid celo- 
phen is geitmne, or a fm^^ry. It u a meat mtemting point in connexion with the Hialiiiy t& Printing, because 
many authors, indoding the icamcd Sohoqiflinj hsre contended dint Gntenbog priiiled liiere be t wiecn the yeaia 
1440 and 1450. 

I hope that, at some fittorc time, Mr. Sidney Herbert will aUoir Ae bo«ik to be brought to the British 

cc S 
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his partners, Fust and Scliocffer, and of almost all the earliest printers, are appended 
to the works executed by them. 

In the observationa hj Mr. Figgins, as re&KTed to, he stnteB Ids qnnicm that the 
Ptalmorum (hdez and the Manarme Bible 

not ttcedled by aDything modem." We do mot 'wiah to oontend the question with 

BO eminently a practical man as Mr. Figghig; but wo fod sorc, that, if he were to 
undertake to oast fiao-similcs of all the types used in those works, he would have to 
cut a much ji^eater variety of punches for tin- diiTercnt single and double letters, 
the contractions, and other tyjiographical nuimtia', than lio had to do for the type 
oi"The (hnnr of Chesse Play." He would, indeed, require an endless variety for 
the faithful performance of kis task. All these facts are iu favour of the argument 
of JohmKxn and othwa, tha^ m. the Infiuicjr of Planting; the lettocs were all ettf*/ that 
being the real cause of the eoomoos eiqwQse (4»0(KI flaiinBk as stai^ 
Gutenberg was put to, cro he oould oranpleto the first twelve sheets of his edition 
of the Scriptures. 

We have jirtn iously noticed (at p^ 150) the supposed o(nm^on of the larger type 
used in the hitlierto discovered copies of these Indulgences, with that used in the 
Maziirine and Jyi,s(er liibles; more especially in the former, where the resemblance is 
most striking. With resjiect tothe t^^je ii: tlie Pjfster Bibk^,we cannot agree iu opinion 
with Lambinet, the late jVIr. Appleyard, and others, that it is the "same"; that is, cai>t 
flxHn the same matrices. Ihere is something so marlMd in the general appearance 
of the type used by P^ter, that any person acquainted with it would, on seeing a 
book printed in that chanuster, at once exclaim— ' thai v I^/Mei's tjfpe/ It is a more 
open and less regular type than that used in the two linee OOCURing in tiie Letter of 
Indulgence alluded to, the letters in those lines partaldng of the extreme regularity, 
compactness, and, comparatively speaking, delicacy so remarkable in the Mazarine 
Bible. Tiiat l^hster may have taken the larger type of the Indulgence as a pattern 
from M liich to cnt Ins pnnchesf, is not at all improbable, the letters in the one bearing 
so great a resemblance to those in the other. The use, however, of t^pe very 

nmilar to that found in the Letters of Lidulgence cannot be adduced as a proof titat 
the edition of the Bible usually conddered as the first woik from the press of 
Ffistor, waa printed in or before 1455. So^ likemse, in respect to the Matarm$ 
Bible. Mo irrefragable proc^has been shewn tliat that edition was printed as early 
as is stated, though the colophons, or rather notes of the Rubricate, at the dose of 

Httteoitt tar cxsminadon (at poitienilaitlj tolicHed hy me dunng the tait few mm^); a ftr more ntuliKtoiy 

inode of deciding Uie point iu question than aay individual opinion. It irill enable tbosc who folluiv iiic in the 
lesearch of the ewlieat recordB of the Art of Fnnting, to haTe the judgment of thoee whow decisioiu will leada 
taj fiuther dtteimioii mmecenaij. 

* " Guttcnberg never wed wj oAff, eidwr * woodnt' w * eot metil ^pn* till ilw yen UfilL " J Mi m h* < 
IjgKjfraphia, voL L, p. H, 

t The type OMd by Filter iMatBerideiice of it! luTiiig been cait firm ^ 
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each vohime, in the copy in tlie Imperial Library at Paris, prove, if fjeniiiTie (as we 
believe tliein to be), that the whole work had been coia^Leted by the year 145G. 

We give the notes of tiio Bnltrieator fam tiie **fac-9imU«9'* of iihem placed in 
the copy in the Bojai library of the British Museum, observing thati in tiie fius- 
similes given by Dr. Dibdln in his article* '*0n1h$ VvigaU MOle o/ 1460—1459/ 
the word "aiias" in the fourth line is given "aU?xsf ;" also, that in the copies of them 
in Chatto's "History of Wood-^ftgraaing^ pp. 171-2, several variatiotts occur in the 
punctuation, etc. We of course presume, in making these obsen'ationa^ that the 
"facsimiles" preserved in the copy in the British Museum are correct: 

VoL I. "Et tte ett fvnus prme pariu btUte set vderts testamenU lUummata te» 
rubnecsta et l^fofap henneum Albeh ahas OnmerAmo dSu u? cooo* Ivi 
fsHQ Battobmei apli — Deo Gmaas — AU^da." 

VoL n. "/ffte liber tllurmnatm Itgatu.s z eonpleim est ^ henricinn Cremw vteanBt 
ecdesie colUgat sancti Stephani maguntim sub anno dni millesimo quad- 
ruifjentesimo qvinijuagestmo sexto Asawmpcwnis fflortose Virginia mane 
Deo gractas Alleluja die '* 

In respect bowem; to the Ffirier Bible, it may be observed, that^ the discoreiy 
of two typographie rdics in the same type, the one dated 1454-5, and the other 
1457, prove the existence of similar type as early as 1454; and consequenUy, as there 
is nothing to shew to the contrary, the Bible may have been printed, or conmienoed, 

in that year. A^ain, the subject of the Document dated 1454-5, coincides with 
that of the Lettt rs of the Indiilfjencc of tiie same jieriod. We give, from the work 
of Dr. Falkeiistein (j). 131), the; annexed note of the two relics, of a few lines of each 
of wliich we have given fac-simiJes in plate xcvi.; 

"Ak EacHOBTATiov OF GHnisiEimoic AOJJinR tmt Tdbk^ 1454— 14oo, '\a the 
title of a small book oomdsUng of nioe pages, each of twenty or twenty-one Mne% 
<Uaooyered by Docen in Ihe Jesuit Monastery at Angsbnig; and indisputably takes 
rank with the Indulgences, amongst the oldest dated momimeilts of Priuting. It is 
a sort of Calendar for the year 1455, with a ghostly Exhortation against the Turks, 
wlio just then had conquered Constantinoi)le, and threatened to overwhelm Christian 
EuroiKj. This Memorial of Priuting might l)e called a New Year's Gift (literally, a 
New Year's Song) for 1455, in which is wished that Pope Nicholas V. might arm 
and unite tlie Christian Princes and I'eople against their ai-ch-enemies. It is, 
therefore^ intimately connected with the Letters of Indulgence by wluch the Pope 
came to the assistance of the hard-pressed Emg of Cyprus against the Osmaas^ and 
procured money by the sale of Indnlgenoes. This Ediortaloini is printed with 

* Valp7's ClauicA Jmtmtd, Vol. iv., No. vuL 

t Hie ftc>iiiiiiiU tiinicri|it is die Britiili Ifmeam mdi •lias detr ««nigL 
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leaden ty]K s, from very imperfect matrices, similar to those of the so-called tliirty- 
six hue Bible, in ail probability at Bamberg, by A. Pfister, about the end of 1454, 
and IB at present in the Ckmrt and State Library at Munich. It begins mth a 
Fnyer to God, whidi has ihe above superscription. Th^ follow the Ezhortatiai 
in twelve diTinown, each of vbich k headed with the name of a month. The fint 
diTiflion. under the ineeription * Harfcmandt* ( Jaanaxy), contains a call to the Pope; 
those ftUowiiig, to the Eiii]h ror. Kings, Archbishops, Bishope^ DukcB^ and Free 
TovMis, The last division, headed mth the month of December, pxesenta a Pktan 
of the Dan^'crs threatened to Christianity by the unbelieving Same^iH^ and ooo- 
cludes with the wish, 'A good holy new year.' 

*' The very imperfect types are so similar to the Missal-Letters in the Leipzig 
and Spencer Indulgences, as almost to cover them throughout*, only that the 
ooni»B and edges are mora worn. 

''The &ct that Pope Nicholaa^ to whom the fiiat call is addressed in the wotds 
'WoUan StaffuiUer* eta, died 24 Aforch, 1455, contradictB of itself the aseertion of 
Uchtenberger, Berhartf, and Eber, that this Exhortation was first pn'nted in 1472, 
even did not the address to God end with the words, • ais ma }t\z lUJCl) X»t gftalt 
OfOnibar moccclv. far.' (As reckoned from the manifest birth 14o.5 years.) 

"Fac-similcs have been driven, as well by Von Aretin::, in liis Historical Conse- 
quences of ifie Art of Pnntm</,' Munich, 1S08, as by J. Wetter ou the fourth plato of 
his 'Typographical Imitations' 

"Calendar. Ihe second relic ranks amongst the hitherto too little reguded 
Type-works with a dat^ which in all probahllity emanated from Ffisto's jftm, is 
due to the Calbwdab with the dato of 1457, discovered bj O. Fischer at Meats la 
1630. This most important Memorial for clearing up many doubts in the History 
of Invention, consists of a smgle folio leaf printed on one side, in the so-called small 
Missal type, similar to that in the '3G line Bible' and 'Four Histories,' and formerly 
served as a covering to a prebendal a(!couiit of the Monastery of St. Oangolf, at 
Mentz. The circimistance of this typographical jewel having been discovered at 
Mentz, has induced J. Wetter to regard it as a Mentz production^. But the pla« 

• Wt' ciiiuujt ;i!5rcc with Dr. FnlkcriKtcin on thi* point. 

t Tn bctorc alluding, p. to Urn Exhortation, wc have, on the aatborily of Pr. Dibdia 3bir, 
Yol. iii., p. 279), stated tittt H. Bcmhurd aatitlactorily shewed that die real datB of the imw of tlie tnctvu 

1472. Dr. Falkcnstein, it is seen, differs on this point witli ihi n learned Bibliographeii. We think that the 
Calendar bearing the date 14&7 oonfiniu the date 1455 of the Exhortation aa the true one, vnleM it eaa be 
proved that the originala ave fergerical 

X Von Arctin gave, with hia brochtm, Ao emitin tnct in ftc-nmile ; and a marrcllons production it 
Printed on old paper, it haa deceired many penoni. A eqij ma aold in the Libniy of Dr. Kloaa, not noticed 
as a fac-simile, and ia now in the Bridih Mmcnm. 

g Fischtr, on diacorering the Calendar, considered it as the production of GutLulu r>T, and thus he.idrd li^ 
frii>'-ii:;!'c : " Mi'ntimmtum t'/pr/grnpfii'-rrm nnni 1457 .Ti<a»ni-i Gutcnl'-r^i, dr/i ctmn a G. I'isihrr Profci$vrt rt 
hibiwthecario Moguntim." it occurs in his "Notice du Premier Monument Ty/m^raphi^ue en Caradirtt 
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wliere a woTk is found, unless supfKirtcti by other reasons, can never by it i^elf decide 
its origin. The ' Exhortation jur iiti ^t the Turks' was, from a ceutury's eoucealment, 
drawn to light at Augsburg; and yet it has never entered the imagination of any 
BibliogFap]i«r to ludd It for an Augaburg impreamon. Wetter, therrfore, is equally 
in ofTor, when, «fe p. 509, hb attribates the ' Eathoitatioii' to Gutenberg, as when he 
ascribes the Ffister CUendar to Fust and Schoeffer. 

"A glance at the acoompanying 6c-dmile*, which correctly repiesente the 
commencement of the Calendar, ^vill confirm this. The date, 1457, is not only 
written by the hand of the Vicar, John Kess, who kept the account, but also stands 
printed at the top of the leaf Tlie letters are almost identical A\ ith those in the 
Exhortation against the Turks. Tlie first six montlis of the year are jirinted on the 
margin, under each other , and in the six following, the Changes of the Sun and 
Moon, the Sunday Letters, ami tlw Gkdden Number, are given. This remarkable 
Memorial cf Frintmg is now in the Bojal Library at Paris." 

fSre we proceed to more minute particulus in respect to the Letters of Indul- 

gimce, we hope we m.-iy he excused for again referring to the Magarine Bible. "We 
woiUd fain have avoideW all oontrovorsy; but as we find the learned Bibliographer, 
M. Bemardf, has taken us to task for certain opinions:}: held by us relating to 

Mohihs arrr rlijfr cniiu Jufjtt'ii re Jwr, etc. ; li 3fnyeTief. -It-i.. ISOf." Siiicc the ]MTinfl nf Fischer's oWrva- 
ttona upou dib iutcrcstlDg document, much has been discovered to shew that the character of the type is limilar 
to timt uaed by Ffiiter, awl not Ontenberg*'*. Dr. FaUmutem luw cuide m «ttor in statbg tliat Fiidisr 
cB«cov« r. il tlic Calendar in 1830. It was in 1804. 

* la that &u>«iiiul(S Dr. Falkeusteia gives four lines and two words, the lines measuring six and a hali 
ioclies wide: wherew, in the original, Ae maw text ooeupios two Imaa and three-qmunen, didr width betng 
right anil tint r-rnurti r inches. Such " fac-sirailcs " arc apt to iKi^tt ad ihi: i:i<|uin r I 

t Author "Dc I'Origine et des Debuts de rimprimerie en Europe," par Aug. l^crnard; 2 rob., rarit, 185S. 

$ In a preceding page (170) I bare briefly ndteFatcd the viem fadd by my father respecting the probafak 
cautc of the differcncrs that occur in the first five lines of some copies of the Mazarine Bible. In regard to the 
scries of fac-simile^j from the votks of the Early Printeis, as poblisbcd by mc in 18-15, M. lientard (vol. i, 
p. 1H6, note) very j us tly obaerrea : "Uy a fort peiix de Uxt m eane^re* tijpographiqw*, oh pour nueux din U 
ft'jf 8 que If iitre dct livret. La SihJe de 42 Uijnet seule fait exception. M. Suthchy lui a consacr^ cinq ou tix 
paget.^* The work issocd by nw was Mt intended to be otAsnous tlian « Collection of fao-umilet &om early 
printedbooka. As racb, I do not besitate to affm diat it hat not il* evmpeer. Had I been denrona to nuke a 
pictorial publication of a more popular character, I va^A bare selected specimens of Qrpes, accompanied with 
gorgeously illustrated initial letters. VarieQr of tffee «■§ flic object, not decoration ; consequently, it fre- 
quently happened that the nianinated letters of the wovfc whence the type was taken, were of a very inferior 
quality, — hence their often inelegant form, liy the papers left by my father, I found that he had paid particular 
attention to the collation and examination of the farious copies he could meet with of the Mauirine Bible ; and, 
accordingly, it was from those memoranda that I drew U]> the notice alluded to. The laborious work of 
9f. B c i aa id p rww s that he has (ii:vot< d many yearK to the subject of Karly I'rinti!ig, and is therefore entitled to 
the grrntr-it rr^prrt. In ihili'vinir, howrrrr, fmm tlic views of tlirit IliHTikI uutl.nr, 1 have onlv t i hi:;if Im will 
uut in tuturc judge too huslily, or pronounce au Lypothesis offered lo bo absurd, without having (lie means of 
proving it to be so. 

The following are the remarks of M. Bernard, vol. i., pp. 1*^6 — VI * : 

" M. Sothcby pretend que les dense derniers fcuillets dc rcxemplaire eu vi^liu dc M. Fctkiiis, de Loudre^ 
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xuhmte typographical points in eonn^on with these T«3nme^ we lunre no altema- 
tiye bnt to endeavour to shew that our views may in some pouite» as correct 
as his. 

Wlicn a man so profoundly learned in the Annab of Typography as M. Beruard 
appears to be, calls into question the opinion of a fellow-lahourer, we naturally have 
a right to expect accuracy in every minute point that he himself desires to illus- 
trate. At vol. i., i>. 17!), he ^vea tlic two colophons, or riither notices, appended by 
the rubricator to the close of each volume of the Bibliothetiue Imperiale copy of the 
Bible in (juestion. Now those paragraphs are printed in inverted commas, as 

tont sur <mfleU, cc qa'il attribue au d^iii de tirei parti des dcmi-feaiUes de v^Un ^ui jtaient nsiiea en d^fcU ; 
pan, glnindStmit eette obamatioii, et h iittidiBiit i use antra quH • fidte au avjet d«« d«Bii-lisaillea qu*oii 

renronirp dr trmp^ i iiutrt; (lar.s le livrc, Q en conclut que la T?iWr a et^ rirfee page par page. S'il ei't ('t<^ tvpn- 
graphe, c'eQt 6t6 pom lui, commc pooi moi, aa oontraire, la preuve de Tabsurdil^ du coate ^u'ou a fiut jadii 
so wnjut dtt larAoida tinge det paga noUn, oonte qui ne nncontre pin* anjourdlrai, gtiet i VSm, vn mbI 

cri^'clnle S^rieux. TiVxistoncc dc OArtons ou de demi-fcui!l('s toujourH place's au mf'mr rmlrnit prouvc, cn cfTct, 
^ue la compoBidon de tout le cahier oili ils s« troaTent a M faite en mSme temps, et qu'oQ a'ea commenjait le 
tinge qac lorsqoe oette eompontion Mxat tennin^: d'oik I'on di^t inAiw queh Bune dn euwtKroi ftodn 
<!tait encore plus considerable i[ar jc nu I'ai <lit ; cur eol;i imliquc la possibility d'^tablir 4 la fois trois caliic-rs de 
ciaq A «x feuillee. Mail ccci nous importc peu. Commc jc Tai dit, et comme on a pa le roir, lea cabicrs sont 
gfai^nlcoMDt de dnq feiuUet, et lor^qu'il y a exception, c'etit pour ntii&ire, par nn ■mogement purmeiit 
tgipogtapbiquc, au go(kt des achetcurs ou i la commodity des leetenra. 

** M. Sothebjr a pr^sent^ ime hjpotUte bieu plna eztnardiaaiie encore; II exitto denx aoitea d'ezemplaites 
de la Bible de Giitenbeig: k« una out inTariaMwnettt 4f lignee i h cdooDe, j comprii le Uaae d«e rnbriqim 
ou tommairet; d'autres ont 40 lignes seulemeit nX neitf premi&res pages et 41 & la dixi^ma : 06* deniiert 
oflrcnt de plna cette aiogalariti, que lea traia fvenien aommaim du premier cahier et lea denx penien dn 
quatorxiime wmt m^irimti am louge, au Ban dttre ierita i la main, comme dans lea ezempliicei de ligaM^ 
Lea pages de 40 lignea oocnpeBt la uta* aapaoe, i pcu pn's, qur n lies (1<> 43 (environ sept cent trenta paiab 
tfpographiques), qnoiqne co m poefea avoe nn caractdre de mSrae ocil. M. Sotbeby en « coBida qua Gutenberg 
avait fonda son canctire sor deux corps diffiSrents, et que I'ouTrier prenait I'un on I'antre, tniTaiit le cm, poor 
mieux suivTc les dispontioiiB dn nuanacrit quH avait devant lui comme amdiifc II est confirm^ dana eella 
opinion, dit-il, par les dlfiercnccs, k la v^ril^ prcsquc impcrccptiblcis, qu'on rcmarquc dons la hauteur des pages 
du rcste du volume ! Dc sortc que, suivant M. Sotbeby, on trouve dans la m£mc page, je dcvrais dire dans k 
mfime ligne, des lettres de forces de corps diff^rentes. Four faire juger de suite dc I'^tranget^ dc ce »y5teme,|e 
priSviens k- iLctcur que les deux corps de caraetL-rc variurakiit de moint d'un point dans les pages A 10 liLrne*, 
puisqu'il n'y a que trenle-six points (deux lignes dc dix-huitj & r^partir cntic quarantc lignes. M. SuUicby 
amait tt, poor ttre logiqna, auppoaer an autre caMCliia pour la pag« da 41 Ugnee, car cette page donnc sept 

cent vingt-qiiatTC points, rVst A-dirr nn rViiffrr qid nr s'arcoTdn ni nvrc la calflol detfligBea lU avac cahli da4D- 
" Jc vais cxpliquer d'un mot ce qui a si fort intrigue les savants. 

*'LaBiU* dtt Gutenberg aa a'^eottU pat nuA Tite qn'oa TmHi «KgM. Lea coarants intelleetQek ne 

s'^tahHs";? nt pas 4 vnlor/t/'. F.t pin!i nnc rrrtainc df^favrnr i-'attnrhsit p(mt-€tre alors aux tramnx tTpnjiraphiqtlc^, 
commc & toute ocuvtc micanique. Quoi qu'il se vendit i un prix infi^rieur aux manuscrits, il resta longtemps 
in ezemj^airea de ce line cn magiaiB. Lea ouTngea a'ajaat alen ni titre ni aouaciiptioB, ea ae dirttagaiut 
souvi r.t les- livres que par le nombre dtj lit;m;s. Fust, ii qui rimprimeri^^ Jo Cutonberg ct ses produits furtnt 
adjug^s en I4&'i, comme nous allons le voir, en garantic dc I'argcnt par lui pret6 i cc dernier, cut Tid^, sans 
doote A l*Sn«tigalioii de aoa pfemier ouvner, Pierre Stdunifer, de e'approprier aaasi nonleaieBt oette Bible en 
c-hangeant l':i=;pcct et la dfoiL^intion. Pour ccla, il cn rt'imprim.i Ifs pron.iercs piigc"* avec un nombre iiJcrieur 
de Ugnca, quoique avec Ic m£mc caract^rc. CeU itait &cilc : il suffisait de rcsacrrer la compoutioa ou de 
muhiplierle* abrimtiionapcw ftiveentrer4Sligae»eniO; puia^poar doDoericeaiDligiiealamlBialonguear 
qu'anx piiget de 4it ligaee, afin que k lifxe ae ftt paa di<gfadein> de les interKgaer avec dee ftdUe* de papitr 
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authoi itie.s, and yet we find they difter in many instances iu the more minute typo- 
graphical particnLira from those givw bj us at a preceding page (p. 197); conse- 
quently, eitiier Hie "fae-wimles'' of those colophons in the Royal Library in the 
British Mnseum (whence ours are taken) haye been incorreetly executed, or those 
given by M. Bernard have been imperlbctly transmbed, unleas taken from a 
different copy, the printing of the editions diflfering, as is the case with the Bible of 
1462 printed by Fust and Scho^ferl They are ss follow, the roman letters shewing 
where the variations occur: 

VoL L " Ei sic est finis prime pcariu BihUe ^aucte Veteris TegUmenU; illumi- 
naUt seu ruhricata et ligaUi per Ilenricum A Ihech, alins [wcj CVtftntfr anno Domini 
W" cccd" Ivi'i/esto Bnrtholomci f/j^/nstoli." Ending omitted. 

Vol. ii. " Iste lihef illiiiuiuatuH, liyalun, et comjtlj'tus <st \\n- ili ni-icnui. Ciemer, 
vicarium. ecclesie collegxatQ Sancti JStcphani Moguntmx, sub anno Domini millesinw 
quadrinffenUsimo <iuinquageHmo wxto, festo Aimm^^Mnis ^^on'ow Virgiin/ia Marie" 
Ending omitted. 

on de puchemiii, cax il n'exntsit pM encore, que jc sache, d'intcrligncs ntt-deMoiU d'tttl pobt Ceci expHqne 
bdiS&nncc qu'ou reumniae encore dans la page & 41 lignrs. La conipc»itu)D a*wifKait pu tomber juste A 40 
Ugnca partoat, a cause dcs ndceuit^s tjpo^phiquei, on dot te r^oudre 4 Ciiie nae page de 41 lignes, et pour 
qu'elle ne fAt pas trop longuc, oonuM elU I'AimitM ri od I'nnit mterlignle d« la mime manifrc que cclles de 
40 lignes, oa I'interligiia avec un papieriBiOMI 4p)ibj OK toUtM 1m deux lignes sculemcnt, tie fa^on u di^sinuilar 
Ic plu8 adroitement pos»ible la difference. Ccttc page de 41 lignes. pl.-kc4e an recto d'un feoiUet dout le veno « 
42 ligncH, d^nonce d tout praticicn, par I'irr^gularite du rrgistro, IVvidonce de la fraude. 

"A la verite, M. Sotheby pretend que le» cxemplain dc 42 'igncs sont postericurs a ceux dc 40, La 
rai&ou qu'il on r! mnr, ti'est qu'on Irouvc dans Ic filigraue dcs fcuillea dc 42 ligncs Ir h'tuf, qui i-.- n jui iJt qii'A 
la &) dc I'ouvrage, cC raremcnt encore, tandis quo lea feuilles k 40 lignes portent la (clc <A qui se trouve 

diBB tonte la premiere partic du lirre. Ricn n'est moins concluant que ce H n'est pas extraordioi&a 
qu'un cahicr tout cntiur ait eti^ tirr siir des frui!tr-i cliv m/^me qualite, jiat^qtip eommr j. VA dit, nn oahior /tail 
tiie tout h la fois. 11 sudit, poor c.vpliqucr ceite apparentt- i&ingularit^, du hazard qui a preside i renlcvcnirnt 
de 1* lame de jgnepxit deatinje au tiragc de Tun ou de rantre caluer : en effet, 9 j avait dam le tugaaut de 
Gutenberg, dc I'aveu mime de M. Sotheby, iroii -lortos r{p- papiers au moins, dc memc qualiti; et de m£mc 
format, I'uu marqu^ d'uae tite de boDuf, I'autrc d'un bcruf, ct le truiiii^mc d*ua raisio. L'impriiueur aura pri» 
an lianrd oelni don* 3 avait lieaMn, et e^eat ee qni aura prndnit eette invert, dont en pretend tirer 
Bujourd'hui des conclusions rigourcuscs. Peut-etrc memc Ir Isruirt! nc pr^»ida-t-il pas cntiiircmcnt A r< tte 
coincidence, en ce qui conceme les feuilie* 4 40 ligoe*. II est bieu potisiible que Fiut et Schoiifer aicnt choiiii 
avec intenttoa dana lenr magarin do papier an loNff pour retirer lea pi«iniirea ieoOlca da livre, imprinijea 
d'abcrd avec du papier A la. t'lc <hi hunf. 

** M. Soilieby, dont le systemc e«t compiet, donne au eujct de ccs sommaircs imprim<:s, dcs cxplicatioiu qui 
ne aont pea noiiu Arangea qne ceUes qne j*ai d^i lelevfaa dana aon livn. Sutvant lei, n tontea tea rubriquea 
n'ont pas M imprimis, c'cst qu'uii a reconnu, pendant li' tir.ii^c (ks [irfini./n * fLuilles, qu'clles seraicnt plus 
bcllea ^tant ^tea & la main, ct tromperaient mieux I'ltcheteur, en faisant reascmbicr darantage le line 4 on 
niaaaaerit. Ce aerait mtnie en parde poor fidie dbparaltre eea eabma* rubriqucs imprim<^c3 qa'on antatt retirt 
les premieres feuilles do la Bible. C'est le cas dc dire avec le proverbc : ' 11 ne faut pas disputcr de« go(kl«.* 
H. Soiheb}r serait aana donte fort embansaai poor oooa expiiqoer, d'apr^ loa ajateme : 1' ponxquoi lea 
esemplaires qni ant dea lubiiqaea imprira^ dana k premier cahier en ont ^galement dana le quaitonritaie, et 
n'en ont pas dana laa Ibailbta intenn^diairea; ^° pourquoi les exemplaires k »ommaire4 imprimecs sont plus 
nombrenx que oenxi aonnianea manuscriu '. C'aurait ixi, en T^t^, ane singuliere id^e que de d^penaer lent 
d'argOit pour fair* diapaialue dc quclqucs exeroplaina aeulenient cea aemmairea qni ne aant lien moiaa que 
vilaina. If aia «*eft trap m'a p peia B tir aar ee aujet." 
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On comparing the preceding colopbous with those at p. 197, it will be seen, that, 
indepeDdcntly of the pimetuatioii and the use of capital^ there are no lees than 
thirteea words diffezienitlj spelt! None but those practically employed m such 
matters know the difficulty of avoiding typographical erroiB of the like descriptioD. 

A more glaring instance of our own cannot be, than in the next pag^b where, in tlie 
heading to the observations on the number of lines in the pages of the Jfcaarint 
Bible, it is printed the frortf ninth and tenth juigus, in lieu of th& J^H, An cnw 
which the reprinting of this page enables us to point out. 

We will now examine the various prants commented upon by SC. Bernard. 

T. The printing of the Bible by single pages. 

In considering this point, it must be borne in mind that the paper used for tli. 
printing of all books in folio, iu the fifteenth century, was in single* slieets, which 
is proved, not only by the presence of a water-mark in each sheet, but by all the 

* T (If) not ]>roff''^ to liave [x-nsonally examined or cull;it! d the l;irtr' r prntlnctions of the early printers. Mr 
Father, howcrcr, made it one of hia pwrttcular points in the study of early typography ; and, accordingly, I fiid 
die fitUowing note, 'written by lum nearly diirty yean ago, respec^ng the printing of Hie lint Tohuiie af Ae 
edition of the Catholiam o{ Balbi, wit!i sixty-five line* in a full prtgu ; 

"IfiOhing jpmxt more dearb/ thai the early printers fritted (heir bookt thett by sheet, than the a^ktum «/ 
tw9 eopte$ ^ At $ai»» h^" My Fkdier foUowa tlib obwrntioa vith the note ef the ooUationaef two copin 
of the CathoKemp at that period in the poaaeanon of Mr. Liglia and Mr. Bohn. The a{gBMUMa» of oomae, mi 
nominal. 
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" N.B. Ill ccJli:^equence of iSIr. Bohn's copy haring the first leat' ot the first gatbeiiog blank, tbeTohnt 
terminates on the last leaf of the last gathering, wbtnaa Mr. lu^aif topf begiaa on the first kaf of Ae !■* 
gathering, and cinlb .11 a hintrlf lialf-shcct," 

I find that the collation of the second Tolume agrees in both copies, each copy ending with a biank leif 
in the hat gadieriiig (f ^ (tf riz lems. Jt U osdy by meh uiimte tTpographical rote arch that $af «*' 
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edges of the paper being uneven when in its original or uncut state; of whicli we 
bave hundreds of examples in abeeta taken from Ifonusraipt Aooount Books dated 
from 13S0 to ISOOt and later. Consequently, each sheet of paper when, printed on 
both sides and doubled, would contain four pages of tezt^ one of the leaves shewing 
the water-mark between its perpendicular water-lines; wliicli is the esse with the 
Bible in question. But as it is printed in gatherings of five sheets, or twenty pages, 
the 1st and 20th being printed on the reverse, and the 2nd and 19th on the recto of 
tlie paper, and so of the otlier juii^'es, it follows, as a necupsary consequence, that 
each pajyje must have been printed separately, or that the wliole twenty, or at least 
twelve, must have bt>eu composed before the Printer could have had a retiuu of his 
type to enable him to proceed with the remainiug eight pages of the gathering. We 
ocmfesB we still adhere* to our opinion, that the Ibrmer attematiTO was adopted, as 
the latter would have involTed the neoeamty d being pvorided with a very large fount 
of letter, perhaps not much less than 1000 lbs., a quantity of one fount of moveable 
l^jrpe not likely to have been possessed by the printer who first put in practice the 
new invention*. Tlie great improbabiIit\', not to say impossibility, of so large a 
fount of type being jKJSsessed by the printer of tlu» Mazarine Bil)]e, iniluced us to 
hazard the hy])othcsis that he printed the Bible in single ])aL,'es; indejiendunt of 
which w^e must not forget that the type used for that work wais cut by the hand, 
consequently limited in its quantity. 



II. The eattise of forty and forty-one line^ occurring, in some copteSfin 
tlie front, ninth, and tenth pages of the first rohime. 

sr. Bernard considers it as "nne Jtypothhe hien jdns extraordinaire encore," that 
we should have thought it possible for the i>rinter of the Bible to have possessed 
at the outset of his labours, type of two sizes, or, rather, type shewing the 
same fact but diliering slightly in body. He argues, first, that the type in those 
pages wherwn are cmly forty and fbrty-one lines^ were, instead of the modem plan 
of ''leading;" interlined with strips of paper or parchmenti, for tiie purpose of 

clunon can be i!r.awn a-s to t!ic jiliin ailoptrd by tlio very early prinU rs In -worltinc; off their pages ; tlioni^h, at the 
suuie liiUL, a few instance* occamng to warraat an hypothesis as to a cu«tom, do not prove its general use. In 
the case of the printers working olT the lat Slid S4tlt pigc* in m gadMring of twdw leKTCs, diey mut Iut» mI ap 
the whole of the twenty-four paces, nn!r';?! thry were enabled to "rant ojf" tlieir piigcs, as thr printers term it; 
which they would have found some difficulty in doing, unless the roanuMript from which thej composed wa« 
written in aTery Rgnkr manner, so that each pt^ would, «n an arerage, eontsin the same number of tetters. 

• Our printer has stic'i^i^sicd, that, as the type snppo^cd to be a facsimile of some of the aiumiscripts of 
the period, it is possible that the Mtuarina Lible may correspond exactly in dimensioiu of page, and number of 
linea in cnefa, witb aonie nuineript copy of the Bihle dwa extantt in which o*M the fOtfa pege night bave 
been composed from the nianuKcript, and wnrk* d nff with tin- I>t, unJ so of the other pairs in the gatherings, 
without danger of its being necessary to vary the length of any of tbc intermediate pages to make them read on 
to auhteqiMttt pagea already printed. 
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extending the length of the page; bringing fcmrard. In. corroboration of his vieva^ 
the statement of a type^foundenr at Paxis, who had lately invented the means of 
increaBing lihe hody of the t^pe faj almoet a haji^a hieadth*; and adding^ tiiat the 

^pe used by Fust and Schocffer, in their edition of the " OfUes of Cicero^ printed 
at Mentz in 1465, bears evident proof of its having been " leaded," or interlined. 

In the first place we contend that a inimite examination of the printed text of 
those })aLrea with fni ty lines^ will prove thai the type was not lc<tdcd, because many 
of tlie ascending aud desceudiug portions of the letter are so close as not to adnut of 
even a line being drawn between them; a fact which shews that no space-line 
oonld hare heen introduced between the lines of text In examining minutely these 
pages with forty Unee^ we have found them to be of exactly the same length, and any 
portions of the pig^ as tea, twenty* or thirty lines, exactly to oorre^pcnd in measure. 

We cannot summon to our aid the testimony of either Gutenberg, Fust , or his 
son-in-law, Schoeffer, to explain the difficulties they encountered. The fact^ that 
the first ten pft<;^ep differ in tlio number of tlie lines from the remaining pages of the 
worl£, sliews either that tlie ])rinter, at tlie c<:)niinenceriicnt of liis undertakini;, had 
not finally made up his mind as to the plan lie woiilti adopt in the exeeution of his 
ia»k, or that the diversity iu the number of lines exitsted iu the MS. from which he 
composed the ^ble. 

At no period were the services of tiie Scribe called into more extenaive operation 
than during the early part of the fifteenth cmtuiy. The innumerable copies of the 
Holy Scriptures written, in double columns, on vellum, and ocoasionaUy on paper, 
prove that an immense traffic was carried on in the sale of such manuscripts. Wheu, 

therefore, it was discovered tliat l)y the wo nf the art then newly discovered, but 
most carefidly concealed, that copies could l)e made and multiplied by niechanical 
uieaus, and sol.] as manuscripts, the chief aim of the jiriuter was tliat tliey should 
resemble tiie manuscripts as closely as possible. Consequently, we may presume 
that the maikttscript copy fnm wUoh the. JfasanW edition was (Minted, bore not 

* *'Um ibodenr de Paris » tawtri d« bm jours k uafm. d'sii ftodrc m n demi-point ; c^ssl n 

progr^a aiiqwr! on (Stait Inin (\c «ongcr en 1455. ]> premier Vivrc intrrlii^ni? qiir j'ni vti rst an rir^ron ptiblit 
par Scboiffer en 14«5, et il est probablement interUgnd urec des reglettet de boi», car I'interlignage est fort 
cansiddnble." JVeCt, vol. 1, p. 189. 

Wc irill not dispute tlic qiiration of the type of the Ctcero alluded to being leaded. Wc havr rxamined tie 
copy in the Briti!ih Museum leaf by le«f, and find thst the lengths of the pages throughout agree, each page 
bsving tireiit]r.«ig1it Unes. Daring our enmiBitiaas of otrly prbted looln, ire We net widi serersl odier 
■works, which shew that thr> plan of "Icadinc;" tlit typr has been carried to a much greater extent than in the 
Cicero,' the lesdi between the lines of which must have bccu very thin, as will be seen hj observing how tci^ 
Buiate » ihe space between t]ie Mcendfaig and desoendiag letters. 

" Thij St:i/<- lyf //if Cytic uf Rhodes," prIntcJ hy Ci\!on, presents a rrmarkublc instaiue of the "leading" 
of type, by which it assumes so different an appearance that few persons would believe that the type in tbst 
work is ib» Mine MdMtuied }ij)dmmlha''aMm ItftnA^'* *'Ot»fi$$» Ammtk 
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only a close resemblance as to the letters, l)ut also in the (lis])osition of the text. It 
is well known, that, in all manuscrii)t copies of the Biblu, the Psalter, the Hours, 
the Missals, and, indeed, of works generally, the headings of the chapters, or divi- 
dons of tiie subjects, were left to be filled in by the Bulnicator. Upon tbis point 
)L Bernard remarks etrooglj, dosing his stridrares upon our -views by stating that 
we diould find ourselves at a loss to explain. jCiv^ how it was that the copies which 
have the headings printed in the first gathering and in the fourteenth, should not 
be so in the intervening leaves; and secondly, why the copies with printed headings 
are more numerous than thoso witli mannscript ones, — II. Bernard rather annuingly 
feuminiiifr up his notice, "Mais c'i'st trop m'nppeortnfir snr <r siijd." 

Fruin the above, it must be infened that the lu adiiig;^ occurring in the four- 
teenth gathering are printed. We have not found theiu to bo so in any of the 
copies we have seen. We stated that the first headings on^y, in the pages 
with foHy lines^ are pnnted; but that all the othm, and all in the copies with 
finty-two lineSt are written. 

We account for the headings being, at the eommeneemait of the volume, in ii/pe 
inrtead of manuscript, by snpposing that the printer was desirous, not only to make 
his page of uniform appearance, but to avoid tlie employment of the Rubricator, 
who was not always well skilledf in the ordinary Nvritinp of the period, though, as a 
cahgrapliist, well practised in the Gothic letter used in illuminated manuscripts. 
The probabihty is, that the printer found that by making the headings of a similar 
character to the text, he was endangering his chance of palming off his printed 
Bibles as Mantteer^rttf the headin|^ bemg usually written in a different style. As to 
the faet^ that^out of the many hundred copieB whidi were no doubt drcolated, more 
copies with f<»l7 lines in the first nine pages have bem preserved, than with fiir^-two 
lines, we consider this to have been a mere matter of chance. Look at the numerous 
instances of works in folio printed during even the sixteenth century, of which only 
one or two copies are known, but of which thousands were probably circulated. 

The views of M. Bernard are, that the copies with forty-two lines were ^rst 

* Id dM lint fpatlieriBf (five lesre*) dm* an aoDj duve hendBngti dw Jtnt on the veeto «f the fint leif, 

tl'.f urnoul, a short tmr to the I'roloijtir ; and the third, the cotiiniencfracTit of Gr nesU, rcL-to of thi' fifth leaf. 
The next heading that occun is on the iccto of the :29th leaf, to the first Book of Exodiu. I mention thi« 
bwiuw If. Benard writei of fim hamdiogt being printed In red ink. 

t The orij^inals of the notices in the autograph of the Uabricator, at the clnso of the copy of tlir .1/1/ -r/r/jie 
Bible in the Imperial Library at Parii, olearljr illustrate this fact. Not so, however, in all cases. The headings 
in the copy of theP/f«l«rBibleintlMBRtuli MnMun dl written (in red ink) in imitation of the tjpe; and 
80 well are tiMf executed, that, at first sight, many appear to bare been printed. What with the bcadinj^s in 
red, the nnmerou capital and initial letters, the PJiUtr Bible preaenta a far more gorgeously printed book than 
the JfomruM Bible, and DtKb moie likelj to have been paaaod off aa a manuaeript. Ibe paper used for the 
OOpj of the 7^s/rrBittltia the Bridlb Museum presents not only a great variety of mter*Uarks,Lut the texture 
of the paper differs very ranch. Tliat on which the head of the Bnll occurs is of TCiy ainilar texture to that in 
the Musetun copy of the MatarvM Bible 
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issued; and tliat tlie work not sellincr so (juickly as had been expected, tlie unsold 
copies fell into the liauds of Fust, who, by the advice of Schoeflfer, reprinted the first 
five leaves ivhh tlie vlevr of giving the r^nainmg copies the appearance of another 
edition, by not only -varying the number of tbe lines in the page, but by printing 
the headings* in red ink; a new idea^ as supposed by H. Bernard, of Sehoelier, 
^smtm par NniatUon de inn^er h pt^ie rdaUvemera it Vfrn^na de ce livr«, en hi 
fattant enire a une edition differente de celle de Gtiten^etfff doni les funmeam impri- 
meuTH nrnimt inb'rvl h falre oublier les travaux ?' 

This is not a bud conjecture of tlic learned author; but we think that if Peter 
iSchoeffer had proceeded so far in the process of deception, he would have also 
reprinted the last leaf to each of the volumes, and added his well-known character- 
istically expressed colophon, also in red characters. 

In respect to ^e fact of the paper used for the reprintiQg of nine pages of the 
first gathmg (five sheets) haring the BvM wat^mark, ve are free to eonfeee that 
our ailment on that pomt is wft borne out; itfcawM, on examining tbe copy (forty- 
two lines throughout^ with all the headings in manuscript) in the Boysl Libraiy of 
the British Museum, we find, that, in the first volume, the Btdl water-mark occur; 
in the first tarntjf leaves (two gatherings, supposed, of five sheets), as far as the 
nineteenth leaf, as under: 
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Xow the paper of the twenty leavess, forming the first two gatherings of t^ea 
leaves each, ought to have, if used in enUre sheets, ten leaves with a water-mari:, 

* Ten yean since, when writing the ohicrrations alluded to hjUL Bernard, I fully beliercd that my father 
Ind fbimddiat die BiiffiMtu^mark occurred MtJ^ in die>be2Mm that )^ reprinted with fartyt we Ihiei 

in a full pagt^-. Finding, howeTer, the BuU mark in the fir«t tteo gatherings in the British Muflenm copy, clearly 
proves that the myrttary CMmected with the reprinting of tbe lirat five leave* ii not to be aooonntcd for lo caaly 
aa he thought, though the dtscoverf does not plaee the viewa of IC. Bernard in a more iavoorable light, as, in ioiae 
of the copies with forty lines, the mark of the BulT* head only occurs. It in only during the last five year* that 
I have particularly looked to the subject of water-marks ; consequently, what I then wrote waa taken from tbe 
flwmoranda made by my Father, who supposed that, as the Bull proper representa the anas of Caliztna IIL, wha 
did nst ascend thoPiqial thniM until April 1455, the nark of the Btdl had some reference to that Pope, as 
many of the early paper-nnrka are found to bear their insignia. If such could be shewn, it would pro»c 
that the Mazariiu Bible waa not commenced ao early as generally supposed, unless the first twenty kaves it 
the first volume were afterwards reprinU'd. Thongb fiwn duplet of one copy having, for the first two gather* 
\r\s,'>, paper bearing the mark of the Bull, it must nnt Vic fupposcd that all other copies have the same, 
it may happen that, as the printer proceeded, he luij^ht liave token care that all the paper usctl for the laaic 
gathering ahoold beer the same water-mai-k. In some books the paper-mark varies in almost every sheet. 

In respect, however, to the BuU ira'iT-mark, I have found it on tbe paper of thf At <-n-.ii-.t Books at the 
Hague, dated as early a« 1380, and in frequent use in the Low Countries, and also in Uerniau manuscripts up 
to 1450. 
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and ten lear«s without one; and whan placed one within the other, ao as to fbnu 
the gathering, each leaf with a mark ahould have its corresponding leaf without 
one. Id the above note of the two gatherings, the corresponding leaves in the first 
gathering are 1 and 10; and in the second, 11 and 20. With the exception, there- 
fore, of leaves 2 and 9, each of which has the Bull, the others collate correctly; so 
that, unless the second sheet liail a mark on hotli lialves (a most rare circumstance) 
we have at once d, proof that the text of Uuit sheet in UuU copy was worked off page 
by pac:e. 

We close our observatiouti by remarking, that if, according to the views of 
M. Bernard, the edition with the printing of the first gathering with forty lines was 
avbu^pieat to that with forty-two lines, we must oome to the coDduBoon that the 
jNTomulgators Of the newly-discovered art made a r^irogradB nmemai^ bj the sub* 
stitntion of an impafetA production for one that may be eonaidesed, in all its typo- 
graphical point% as unrivalled since the Invention of Printing by moveable type. 

The case is parallel to that of the very imperfectly printed fourth edition of 
the Specidum, which has been considered, until within the last few years, to have 
preceded the other three editions; M. Koninj? aiid otliers ary;uing that the imperfect 
state of the tyjje, and general bad working of the sJieets, proved it to have bctn the 
first effort of the Invention, instead of being, as is mechamcally proved, the last 
printed of the four editions. 
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The chief object of our donng the description of .the Tarious Buck-Books of 
the NEniBBi.ANi>B and GBiaiAinr, with any allueion to the printed Letters of Indul- 
gence i% that to the oopj dated from Wnrtzbnrg, 1455» in the librarjr of Earl Spencer, 
is attached the Original Seal or Avthobity, bearing irrefragable proof that 
these Documents were issued in connexion, not with Germany or France, but with 
that portion of the Netherlands known as the country of Hannau, then under the 
dominion of Philip Dukf, of BrRcrKnY, uho Avas closrly allied to the King of 
Cyprus, for whose aid those Indulukncka were .speciai.i.y gbanted. 

it is as well here to note, that, at that period, the Historical year commenced on 
the let of January; but the L^td year on the SSth of Mjudi; oonBequently» the 
Letter of Indulgence, or any docom^t, dated January, or before March S5, 1455, 
would, in iket^ be the L^(A year 145'^ though, hiBtorioally, 1455. 

Those who are denrofaB of entering minutely into the historical traneactioni 
which gave rise to the Letters of Indulgences, will find much information in the 
"Analecia Medii jEvi" by Haeberlin. We simply state the fact, that Paul Zappe 
was sent by John, King of CS'frus (whose Conncillor and Secretary lie was), on 
the 6th of January, 1452 {Icynl year, 1451), to Italy, to collect the tributes and levies 
which the King of Cyprus, by \irtue of the privilege granted to him by the Pope in i 
1451, had been permitted to raise from the Christians of the Western Empire ' 
Among othosy Paul Zappe appointed Jdm (de Castro) to act as bis deputy in | 
Qennany; from various parts of whicAi, the few copies of the Indulgences tliat have ! 
tamed np, are dated. As a mattw^, more of curiomfy tiian any interest in the psr- 
tlcular circumstance connected ^nth these Indulgences, to which we are desirous of 
calling attention, we give a tranalati<m of the Document itself: 

" Paulinus Chappe, Counsellor, Ambassador, and Adinliiiatrator d iiL ral, of hii gndiNl 
Majesty the King of Cyprus, in this province^ to all the £uth£ul fiiUiowen of Cbiiat who miy 
this letter, greeting in the Lord. 

^ WltereM the most Holy Father in CSirist, and oar Lord, l!lidhalaa Yth, by ZKTine grace Tope; 
meroifally compassionating the afBictions of the Kingdom of CypviM £rom thcne voat treachenoi 
pnpmips of tl>o Cross of Christ, tlie Tur]<s and the Saracms, in nn cnmcst exhortation, by fltt 
sprinkling of the Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, freely granted to all those faithful followen of 
Chiut, wharea o BT e r eatabli«hed« who widiin Ihrae yean firam the first day of May, a.d. 1452, aboold 
piottdy eontribnte, aooording to their ability more or leaa, as it aboold aeem good to tiieir owa 
consciences, to the Procurators or their deputies, for tlie dcft-nce of the Catholic lleligion and th? 
aforementioned Kingdom (Cyprus), tliat Confessors, Secular and Kegular, chosen b)- Lhetnselres, 
having heard their confessions for excesses, crimes, and faults, however great, even for those hitherto 
xeaerved «cdiittvely fbr the Apoatolic Sea to remit, ahoold be Ecanied to pranoinioB dne abiolatioB 
upon them, and enjoin salutary Penance; and also that they might absolve those person^;, if tbry 
should hnmbly beseech it, who perchance mipht be suffering excommunication, suspension, and 
other sentences, censures, and ecclesiastical punishments, instituted by canon law, or promulgated 
by man : adutary Penanoe being required, or other ntaafaetion, whidi might be enjoined by omb 
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law, Tarying according to the aateie of the o&Bace. Abo, fliat they mig^ be empower e d hgr 
A.pO(UiIie authority to grant to those who were truly pcnitoiU. and confessing tboiT guilt,— Of if 

pcrhance, on account of the lo«<! of ?tpc<'cli, tin y could not cnutl-ss, those who gave outward demon- 
»tratioiu of contrition, — the fullest Indulgence uf ull their sins, aud a fiUl remiuioa, as well during 
life as in the hour tf death ; repatation being made by them if th^ shotild survive, or by Htm 
heirs if they should then die. And the pemmoe xeqniied afior the granting oi the Indulgence is 
this, that they fast. fhroui>hout a whole ycnr. on rvcry Friday, or some other day of the ^i ck, the 
lawful hindrances to performance being prescribed by the reguhir usage of the Church, a vow or 
other thing not standing in the way of it ; and as for those prevented from eo doing in the stated 
year, or any part of it, they ehaU &st in the following year, or in the first year that fhey can : and 
if they should not be able conveniently to fulfil the required fast in any of the years or any part 
of thpm, the Confc-s-or for that ptirpose shnW he nt liberty to commnte it to nt!icr arts of charity, 
which they shall be equally buutid tu du. Aud all this £0 that they presume uut, which God 
forbid, to sin from the. assurance of a remission <^ this kind ; for otherwise, that which is called 
Oonoession, whereby they are admitted to fall remission in the hour of death, and remission, which 
as it ]iro!in';ed. leads them to siti with a<!surance, would be of no weight or \ ;ilidity. And ^vheroas 
the devoted in V/imt l/ord God/ridun Becker, Priest of the Dioce»« of Verden, in order to obtain the 
promised Indulgence, according to his aUlity hath piously contributed for the above-named laud- 
able purpose, he is entitled to < njoy the benefit of Indulgence of this sort. For a witness of the 
truth of till' above Crineesvioti, tlie seal ordained for tViis purpose is appended. Given in iMMtbwrg 
anno Domini mccccliiii. "(yu/ntoj die vera vicatima sexta meiisit Januarii.'* 



"Formula of the plenary Indulgence ami Remission. 

" !May our Lord Jesus Christ bestow on thee his most holy and most gracious mercy ; may he 
absolve thee both by his own authority, and that of the blessed Fetet aud Paul, his apostles ; and 
by the authority apostolic committed unto me, and conceded on thy behalf I absolve thee fivm all 
thy sins repented for with contrition, coofessed, and Ibigottcn, as also from all casual sins, excemes, 
crimes, and delinqneneies ever m grievous, nnd whose eosrnizancc is reserved to the Holy See, as 
well as from any ecclesiastical judgment, censure, and punishment, promulgated either by law or 
by man, if thou hast incurred any. Giving thee Plenary ludulgeuce and remission of all thy uus, 
inasmuch as on tliis lu ad the keys of the Tloly Mother do avail. 

" In dm name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy QhosW Amen." 

"Formula of Fleit'iri/ Ileinisfion on tlu' ]>'iiiif. if Doifli. 

" May our Lord, etc., ae above. I absolve thee from all thy sins with contrition repented for, 
confessed, and forgotten, restoring thee to the uni^ of the fidthful, and the partaking of the Sacra- 
ments of the Giurdi, releanng thee from the traments of Purgatory, which thou hast ineomd, by 
giving thee plenary remission of all thy sinB, inasmach as the keys of Mother Choich do on this 

head avail. 

" In the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the iiuly Ghost. Amen." 

Wc now append to the ])r(>eeding translation, a note of i i'fjht copies of these Indulgences, out 
of the few at present known to exist, stating only the names of the persons to uhom they 
were given, the places whence, and the date when, tliey were issued, which, in the document, are 
uuerki in nuameriff. The mannacript inaertiona are printed in italics. 

VOL. n. «B 
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L To "JOmtnus JoamesKebur prubgier et Gatkerim MaWdit Meguat. diocem." — ^Datam " Hrjiardia " 
moo dni vooocLnn die -wn "qmAtagm^" mmm **tewmlfw." 

Hie aboTB wu the copy belonging to*6«fae]honi, ftud uentiouBd bjr L«ttUii«t, vol. i. p. 123L 
It li IMW at the Hiagiie, Mooidiiig to drt 

ddceniln-ie." 

In the Imperial Library at Paris, it ia sigueil, at the right hand comer, "tTb. a£. Monatterii 
hirdiariiai frmm: depvOm.*. Oa ^ left is Doted tife piicb(flifee Itoiinc) it wm sold fiMr,bot 
imaly obliterated. 

III. To Ohrisfri ilnmino (roflfn'flus Ber.Hr Presbiter Verdemis Dyoeesii." — Datum "XiHMierak" 

aoiuo diii MCCCCLinj ((^uiniu) die vuro '■^ viceBsitna fcxta" meiisis Jumiarii." 

Li this impression the word ^^quiiUo," for the date of the yc{ur, is written over the four units, which 
ham been partinnj erased. The copy is partieahily mentioned by Haebe^ in his AmleeiaJUM 

/Evi, p. 667 ; also by Heinecken, p. 261 ; and by I^mbinet. Dr. Dibdin {Bibliotkeea Spencerieau, 
vol. i. p. 1), in roforring to the obsorvntions made by ITai Lorlin and T.amhinPt rpspwtint; the form 
of the document, appears altogether to have misinterpreted the language of Lambinct : " liaekrlin, 
Moorffing to Lamlunet, describes a eopf of titese Indslgeneefl as being in octairo, in two pages and 
a half; and Lambinct himself asks whether it be a square leaf of vcDanit in the form of a patent, 
or a foldcil leaf." Now, Lambinct, p. 123, merely states, that Ilacbcrlin ficenpi(«5 two pages and s 
half with his description of the copy : " Cette leitre, dam Maeberiin^ est de deux pa</e» et <kau« de 
timpression, pet. Sss." For the in&nnation of &tai« B&liographers, it is as wc9 to pnAsi oat this 
enor. We hare hsve a proof ttiat the Document issued in January 1455 was pnnted in 14^4. I; 
wnn from this Dncnment tlint the translation in the pirecedhig psgss was made. The original is 
now, according to M. Bernard, at Gottingen. 

IV. To ** Cftnyku A amOerj^ icmt Pm. Cahn Houtk^" eroga ** SMuf."'— Datum "CblnMs" asso 

dni KCCCCLitii die vero *'«asm"* mensis **Ji6niam.'* 

Here we have another instance of the use of the Documents printed in 1454 In in:: used is 
14.1"i (thi- h u' ll yrir 1154), thf uni' bring inserted in manuscript. A fac-simile of the greater 
portion of the Document is given in the upper port of plate xcv. The impression was sokl ia 
Wellittgton-strect, May 1829, among a colleetion of Booiks consigned by a pemm who, in sB hii 
tiansaetions widi us, styled liimsdf •*iJ!r. OMye DtUaiger tfMtmbA;'* but who, a few years sfta^ 
wards, tnmcd nut to ho no less than J. Ji. Riftrr, the Tender- Scrrotary of the Royal Librnrr at that 
place. Il was discovered that he had kept up a systematic plan of robbing tliat iloyal Iabrar)',and 
oousigning the books to London for sale. The robbery was disco<vered in 18iO ; and through onr 
being able to forward to M. ZieAtattiaUr, the Director of that library, theifeonrespondenoe of ^ 
bibliogra])hi( all) leunit d Doctor, he has met with his reward, by, we bch'evc, imprisonment for life. 

The impression was purchased by Messrs. Pavne &: Foss, who (\\( hanged it for onf of the 
copies in the Library of Earl Spencer, that having the prinU'd date, 14^5. It was in consequence 
of the exchange that attention waa drawn by the lata Iff'. Api^ard to the similarity of the huger 
types to those in the Masarine and PJi»ter Bibles, as. pv^hnhuly noticed in the stock catali :: ti 
issued by Messrs. Payne & i'oss. That Act, hov'e^/was pievioiuly noticed by Lambinet, vol. i. 
pp. 1 2-2-3. ■ ' ■ 
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y. To "Hawieut Deuppreeht et Ama uxor ejm." — ^Datam ^'■Wtaispwy" aimo dni vccoclt. die veto 

" . » ' i 

• This impresakn bdng ft dvplieato of Nou YII. (except •» to fbe names and date), in the 
library of Ear! Spencer, was, as stated, cxchangrt] for the preceding one. The text of the Dooa- 
ment is given in full in the BiHioikeca Spatcmaaot voL U ]2p. xIvt— zlviL 

VL M. Wetter, in his BucMnckerktmai JoA. Guiienhm-g, 6vo.,'Mamjs, 1836, has given, in tiie 
qfOMrto Tolnme of &o-aiinjle» aeoompanyizi^ {t, pert of tile ««ipf o( Hat ^nlgeiioe in the Unbeni^ 
Library at Leipeic. He has, however,' Itftout that porfioa containing the name of the penon tO 
whon^ it was hswd. But wc Icaxn diat it is dated from '■^Jfuremigtt'* ihii vcocclt. die veto 
'*pieemma t^ria" menus ^^AforeiL'* .... ' • 

The copy is ^^pribed, vt the lefr l^nwr comer, **(l(NleNiMt A Titiem tarn Mw^ dwAr.... 
(^tercieTt ad pmt9ttt d^iaius ;" and nn tlie right, " Andreas Judex Clinii/er Jfott f/tt^ die ponted 
text of thift is the same as the foUowii^, Ko. VIL« in the library of £ari SpelKys. . 

yil. To *'devot"is dns Eramm damoder pbr patamm dtfoceggia" eroga"tntt" — ^Datnm '*Wurttpurjf" 
anno dni mcoogi.t die veio lyedw&ia'* Mensis **AfriS».^ 

It is in the Kbnurr<tfEacl Spencer. A&sshnileof the principal portion of it ii given In the 
lower part of plate xcr. An examination of the text of this, and of the Dociuneitt Ko. 4 (as in our 

plate XCT.), she ws, that, though the same ty^e has been used, it has been recanposfdi diffisiing 
only in the formation of the contractions and occasional disposition of the letters. 



VIIL To *<iM Mnry (falar & Jbsslte) mdt <3Ms (pi»eHknmt) tt ssrsr &km tim en JP* 

hekm et Con^ dc Gudnkrtt/tm et Ich khdf filia" — orocrriver"w^," — Datit*'^ (^fifUk 
Ifuuien" anno dni mccccl quito die vero '^penuUima" mensis "■AprxHt." 

A very badly executed fac-simile of a portion of tliis is given by Wetter, who erroneously 
stated it to he in the library of '■'■Mr. Hegmod 0/ Bristoll' instead of that of Benjamin Heywood 
Bright, inth whose ooUectum of Books the Document was sold in WdliDgton<ilnet» March 1045. 
It is now hi die British Mnsemn. Li pkte xcri. we have given the same potrtioas of it ss thow in 
plate nov. 



Of tiieee Letters' of Indulgence, it may be oonridned Aat there exist kn 1 
dm one consisting of thirty lines, embodying two lines in a large type rimilar to that used in the 

Maxarine Bible smpposed to have been issui-d by Gutenberg, and subsequently in a Dnnafm issued 
mth the name of i'eter Sohoeffer as its printer. The other comprises thirty-one Uncs, the t«vo 
lines in the larger type mnch lenmUing ibat of tbe BiUe printed by Albert Pfister. The smaller 
^rpe in each is of die same use and eharaeter. 

Of the impression uith thirty lines, only two copies arc at preseul known : the one in the 
Library of Enri Spencer, enumerated by us asKo. IV.; and the other is now in the Brittih Museum, 
marked by us as i<o. \'in. .. ' 

Of the impression with diir^-one Knea, |i. Bemaid (voL L pi 175) emunmtes copies si 
Oasad, Brunswick I' i1 sell, Wolfenbattel* Copenhagen, and Gotten i;en. making altogether^ with 
those mentioned by us. thirteen. The copy respecting which M. Bernard appears to have been 
uncertain, is evidently that in the Library Earl 6pencer (No. VII.), to which the original seal is 
attached. 
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We have stated, that to one of the copies of the Letters of Indiilgence, in the 
library of Lord Spencer, an original Seal of Authority is attached. It is to that 
numbered vii., dated April 1455. Ere we proceed to notice any circumstances 
connected with it, we present to our readers the following fac-siraile of it, taken by 
the wonderful process of photography* from the engraving given by Dr. Dibdin in 
the Bibliotheca Spencerinna, vol. i. p. xlvii. The few lines of printed text of 
description accompanying it in the page are also given. 

• 

f.i,..l, .mi:,,. „.,[.!,. „.| i.„ .„.,„:, , I.. 

.«> >•„ J.,.- J„ii-! i«i I,, i.iii,.. ,.;it I,., 
• c- . I .>:' I.. ;. .«.. i„ 1 .i.j, |^. l wtlU ^r.-il I. ! « 

> 




I ~i|)>v>ili :l t.ii---milli III lln i i'l. i ji.iil .i( ||„ t,..,ri . . .„., v. ,i, :i 
, k.' Ilk lilin' linill will. K Ihr liii;ul<i niv i« . .-..oii , ..; 
I f l |. I i l !; I". .1- l>"1.i . 111. !i" tUiiili ri„. iiiiliil,. I,... , . j. , 

I' ..'I n Sl- ii l..;ii V. Il:.'ili:-- iif i.i i « n i.t j, i- ni., j- I , ..1; .. , ;, ,| I 
ir ('I ,'.li. I ;-til ti, w ■ 1 1 il ill il tK 1u 1 . 1) I li-. 4, ,,1 . I i., ; I 1 J*,', ' 

\ 

The foregoing seal cannot come under the denomination of "Papal," as con- 
sidered by Dr. Dibdin. From the circumstance of a Lion Rampant (the arms of 
Flanders) occurring in the exergue, it appears to have been the Official Seal 
(probably of the Chancery of the Counts Palatine of Hainault (or Hanau) and 
Coimts or EarLs of Flanders.) 

• In the present volume I have givco, in plate Lvi.*, a specimen of the great state of perfection to which 
fac-similcK might be brought by the process of photography. This has also been executed by Mrs. S. Leigh 
Sothcby, and EattKfactorily shews how admirably adapted is the art for the purpose to which it has been here 
employed. The only feu of using it is, that we arc not assured but that, in a few years, the impression may fade. 
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In tlie centre is seen tlie croas of our Saviour, on which is hung tlie cro\vn of 
thorns ; the other symbols of the Crucifixion are obliterated, with the exception of 
two nails, which appear on each limb of the cross. Ou the right is suspended a 
shield of the Earidom of Hainadt (quartwlj, the anns of Manden and HoUand, 
on a ahiel4 or» four lions tampant sable and galea quortorlj, first and last^ sable 
for nanden; the second and thhrd gulei^ for Holland* the shield suimounted by a 
colonel), of which, at this period, the Duke of Burgundy (Philip the Good) was 
Earl. On the left is another shield, suspended to the arm of the Cioas, having the 
arms of Pope Nicolas V. (the keys <"ros!=r(l) ; at the font of the cross are the arms of 
Flanders (or, a lion rampant, aimed and laugued gules), usually borne by the Earls 
of Buri^undy as a shiehl of pretence*. 

The iuicriptiou round the sLield reads ; 

" s. iNOULOETiABU Aplissimarum pro defitentione fidei Regi 

Ciprie Concessaram." 

In consequence of the discoverj'f respecting the character of this seal, we are 
led to inquire into the connexion of the House of Burgundy with that of the King 
of OTpnifl, It is siiffident for us here to state, thal^ among other aUianeee^ Ann of 
Lusignan, the aster of John III., Prince of Antiodi and King of Cypras, married 
Lewifi^ Duke of Savoy, hi 1432. Lewis succeeded his fathw. Amadous YIIL^ on 
his resignation in 1 l.'M. It was to the last Dulco that Pope Nicolas V. granted the 
much spoken of Bull, dated January 4, 1451 (legal year. 14 ")0), in favour of the 
House of Savoy, owinj;; to his father renounoinjr tlie Popedom^. 

In conserinence of eontiiuied wars with the Prince ot' Caramania, the Cvjiriots 
were, in 1451, reduced to great distress; hence the necessity of the aid recjuiied by 

• See VrcdU Sig Cam. FkndrliB, 1639; Ind«x Brngniom Clulbtitj Gibboni Intt. ad BImob.. p. 104; 

Bowycr's Great Theatre, -Ito., part II. p. £41. 

t ThU dzcttnuumee, coupled irith that of finding (as I ihall hope to iheviB Ute enadag Tolnme) diac natty 

of the water-marks on the paper of the pcricxl, nnd on ihM u^cl ilir tlic BIlh l-Booku described in the first 
Tdiimo, bora evident lelation to the iioosa or Bukoundt, induced mj Father to believe, that minute reteitrchca 
iato tlia bitltriif^ tnuuneUona oonaeoted with die Dnke of Buignndy, then fhe moat powerful prince of Europe, 
wonld tfarav aOiiie light on the origin of the art of Printing in the Low Countries. Accordingly, giving up all 
bibliographiod miautiie, be embraced as undertaking fitted more for the laboun of » Hallam or a Macaolaj, 
coDuncncing with an acooont of die " DvMaaTT of the HotMt of "LvstavAX aa KiKoa of Cmasa, and their 
AlXIANCES vrith the Ditkes of Savoy and Burgi ndt." Thia work he completed, entering into the minute 
transactions therewith connected with Cypruii, from the year 1360 to liGO, when the inventiom of Frintiog 
became more known. I'hat portion being done, he continued his hiitorical retearohea by a History of the 
^ Dtvasty of the Iloon of Bavaria u OoviBlKliia uj 1 ( \ts of Hollaxd, Lords of Zetl.vni> and Frikze- 
LASn." On this he wsh cn^a^tti for screral Tpar^, ami had ]>rQi-( cdixl as f.ir as about 1-140, — t;u> \ciy daWD of 
typography,— when it pleaiicd God to relieve him kom mu pcrplcxijig and htborious an uiidcruking. 

t Ainadetia Vm., DiiIb» of S*foy; Aiitipop4>, under the title of FclLx V. Elected 17dt of November, 
14m. rhc Council of Raslr, but ahdicnfri! Tth of Apnl, 1449. Died 24th of March, 1455. 

g Hijitoirc dcs Fape«, vol. iv., p. 164 ; Ilat/ttc, 4lo., 1753. And other authora. 
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the sale of Tn<hilfr(^nces granted to Paulinus Chappe by Pope Nicolas V. for three 
yeais from the first of May, 1452.' ^'ohn of Portugal, Duke of Coimbra, married 
Charlotte, the only daughter of John ITT., Kin<^ of CH-pnis. Now, this John of 
Portugal was a younger son of Peter, the Regent of Portugal, whose family was 
codled by Alplunsns V. He -was «^hew, by maniAge, to Plulip^ Thka d 
Bnigimdy; at whose court he and his aister Beatilx, in 144S> took refiige and foond 
an. aaylum. This Prinoe had folloved and awosted the Duke of Burgundy m bU 
war against the rebels of Ghent, and signed the Treaty of Peace made with those 
people in 1452, in conjunction with the Duke's son, the Count of Charolaiij, and the 
Duke of Chives, thi; latter marrying Beatrix, the sister of John of Portugal. (>n the 
suppression of the Rebellion in Flanders, Philip, Duke of Burgundy, partook of the 
Joy of the inhabitants, and staid with them for six. months after that event, until 
June 1454, The rejoicings ended with fourteen grand festivals, which the Duke 
gave to tiie nohility^ to anhnate them to tiie Hd.y War, whither lie was going 
to said his fleets, as he had so promised Pope l^cobs V.; the Dttke> ynOt to the 
departure of John of Portugal for Cyprm, oonfeniiig upon him, at the ^igac^ die 
Order of the Goldeii Fteeoe^ an Order instituted* in 1430, hy the Duke of Buimiundy. 

We have now very lirietly aheu u tlu^ close connexion between the Duke of 
Burgundy and the Kiiig of Cyprus, as ako with Pope Nicolas V., by whom the 
Letters of Indulgenoe we have been desraiUng were granted. In dosing the aeeoad 
volume of our researabeB with so detailed a notice of the "LUera Indu^entiarum,'' 
we bri^y observe, that we look upon them as of tite hig^iest typographical intemrt: 
FiBsr, because they are the earliest relics of printing that hear inoontrovertible 
dates I and Seoomdly, they go fiur to prove (a point frequently disputed) that 

Trb Abt or Pbtntiko bt hovbable type, as HABirasniD iir those Doouwin^ 

HOST HAVE BE££r KKOWN IN HoiXiAMD Aim TBS LoW GOUHTRTES 
AS EABLT AS 1454, THE PBBTOD OF THB1B FIB8T ISSUE. 
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During our more recent iuTeetigiutione rebpecUng the type need by the earliest 
pimteni, we were led to think that the impireesiona of the Letters of Indulgence 
might hare been obtained from a solid wood-block; an idea entertained in conae- 
tjuence of our finding no two letters to be of the same size, though at the same time 
they exhibit no " ke-rning" tho letters usually discernible in block-typ^ as we haye 
had occasion ]):irtipularly to notice in the present volume, p. 173. 

It was not until some xaonLhs after the printing of the preceding pages that we 
examined the exact proj^oi-tioua of the types in the Letter of Indulgence of 1455, 
enumerated by us, at p. 211, as No. vin. We had considered the fius-simile given - 
of it bj M. Wetter* as correct; and consequently/ as that £M9-dmiIe exhibited a 
type of a mui^er stee tium that with the printed date of 1454 No. xy., we thought ■ 
we had entertained an opinion worthy nf investigation. 

When, however, we came to minutely examine the original tA the British 
Musenni, whence the fec-fimile crivcn l)y M. Wetter was taken, we were surprised to 
find that the size of the type corresjx>uded exactly with that of No. iv. We 
therefore had a fac-simile made, plate xovx., No. i, of a portion of the docuint nt 
bearing the printed date of 1455, in order that our readers might have an oppor- 
tunity of comparing it with the fius-similet from the J^peneer Docnmfmt of 1454 
plate xoir* Na x. 

^ying thus diewn tiiat the type in the two documrata corresponds, our next 

and most important point is to shew that the text was composed of moveaHe 
letters. This is clearly seen by noticing, that, though the text ctmaists of the same 
number of lines in each fac-simile, and thoii^rh each line commences and ends with 
the same word, yet there are many varmtiont in srvcrnl of the ironh. shfwing 
at once their recompoisitioti, thus provinrj the. fyjii i« Jnite lu vn mormhh in tin- fulhst 
sense of tlie term. The example that occuis of the subhtitutiou uf tlie word 
**tmea'Ktu!r" in the first line of the one m the letto* dated 1454, plate xcy., for 
tene&tntr** in plate xcyi.> is enffident to proye our point; hidependently of the 
Bubstatution of other letto^ aa in the word "yuaHaH' towards the doee of the third 
line, where a capital Z has been used. On a careful examinatioii many other yaria- 
tions Avill be seen. 

Nothint^ more clearly shews the necessity of £2ivin«? acctimte fae-frimilen of type 
than the preccHlini^ ol'^ffx ations, Hpon a rigidly critical oxaniination of the fnc- 
similes ^ven by us, many inaccuracies, no doubts may be found ; but not sucli, we 

* J. Wetter'* Krit. Gcschichtc dcr Erfinding der Buclidradaltltnt dorali Joli. Gntenibeig ra Uaiax. 
Moiiu, Sfo., with UarUm jMu (jf fiie-$imiU$ in 4to. 

t Th* 6»«nilM in that plate ven mude onkr tbe directum of my Father ucarlj tlurtf yean tigt, 
yOL. IL FP 
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hope, as would lead tbe bibliographer to make an importoat error of judg^epjt 
respecting the original. 

How &r we haye canied out the wishes expressed by Mr. Singer in the sabjoined 
extract &om his work on the Origin of Flaying Cards and Printing (pp, 144^), is 

a i)oint wo must leave our r^derato determine: 

"A wnrh /■'xrhisirehj on ihes^r Iffofk- Rooks, hronght forward in an imostentatiious 
form, nu'l containiitg fac-siinih s of tla: lyriiwipal ones, is still a desideratum." 

If our humble endeavours to place before the public a series of fac-similes (such 
as, we may venture to assert, ha^i not Mtherto been given), accompanied Tdth 
minute detaak of the yarious editions of tl^ Hoelc-Book^ lead to fuHhw research, 
thereby realizing the v^wB of our late lamented Mend, Mr. William Toung Ottlej, • 
then wiD our labours net have been unproductivsk;^ 

"An inquiry into the offe 4tnd ichool to which these different Block- Books apper- 
tuin, if undertaken hy a person ihoroughly versed in. all Uiose minute distinctions hy 
'which the dates and country of ancient manmrnpts are ascerfmrmf. and well stored 
xcitJi Hutiquiiri'iu knowh dgc (particularly in the epochs of the various changes which 
took 2^lace i/i the dressvs of tJt,ti diffvrent classes of t/ie peo^de .of Germany and the 
Ndherlandi, and the alterations which were made in the construcifion of armour 
fmm the thirteen^ to the deee ihe J^ieen^ centnrjf)^ would be an interestmff workt 
and might prohaUy throvf much l^ht on this obscure sufy'ect The task, however, 
would not be an easy one; more especially as the books themedves, to which a 
frequent r^erenee would of course be necessary, are of extreme rarity."* 

• An Inquiry into tiie Oiigin and Early History of EngrayiDg, by William Young Ottlcy. 1816. Vol. i. 
p. 109, note. 
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